H2628

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his parliamentary in-
quiry.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, is it not true
that under the Born-Alive Abortion
Protection Act that infant survivors of
abortion would receive lifesaving med-
ical care?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has not stated a proper par-
liamentary inquiry.

Mr. BOST. Parliamentary
Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his parliamentary in-
quiry.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, does an in-
fant survivor of an abortion not de-
serve the same care as other living
human beings?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has not stated a proper par-
liamentary inquiry.

Mr. BOST. One more parliamentary
inquiry, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his parliamentary in-
quiry.

Mr. BOST. Will the Chair entertain a
unanimous consent request to enter
into the RECORD comments from Vir-
ginia Governor Ralph Northam about
infanticide?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will not provide an advisory
opinion.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, if this unani-
mous consent request cannot be enter-
tained on H.R. 962, I urge the Speaker
and the majority leader to imme-
diately schedule the Born-Alive bill so
we can stand up and protect the sanc-
tity of human life.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has not been recognized for de-
bate.

inquiry,

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE
AND LEGACY OF THE HONOR-
ABLE RALPH HALL

(Ms. JOHNSON of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I would like all members of the Texas
delegation to join me.

Mr. Speaker, today I would like to
recognize and pay tribute to the life
and legacy of former Congressman, fel-
low Texan, and a dear friend, Ralph
Hall.

Congressman Hall served the people
of the great State of Texas for nearly a
half century: 10 years as a Texas State
Senator from the Ninth District, and 34
years as a Member of the U.S. House of
Representatives from Texas’ Fourth
District. He genuinely enjoyed public
service, and he was good at it as well.

Known throughout the Halls of Con-
gress as an effective legislator, Con-
gressman Hall made great legislative
strides in the science field and was a
top advocate for the country’s space
program during his time as both chair-
man and ranking member of the House
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee.
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Congressman Hall was the first to
reach out and offer his assistance when
I was first elected to the House of Rep-
resentatives. He helped me learn the
ins and outs of Washington. No matter
the party affiliation or political lean-
ing, Congressman Hall was a man who
could always be counted on and one
who enjoyed a good joke.

Congressman Hall was preceded in
death by his wife, Mary Ellen Murphy
Hall; sister, Rosemary Hall Scott; and
brother, Hugh Hall. He is survived by
his three sons—Hamp, Brett, and
Blakeley Hall—and many wonderful
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the entire
Texas congressional delegation, I
would like to pay respects to Congress-
man Hall for a life dedicated to his
family, his country, and his constitu-
ents. The Texas community will miss
him dearly, and we will be presenting
Congressman Hall’s family with a flag
that was flown over the Capitol today.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE
AND LEGACY OF THE HONOR-
ABLE RALPH HALL

(Mr. RATCLIFFE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, at age
19, Ralph Hall jumped at the chance to
join the Navy, to fly Hellcat fighters
during World War II in defense of this
Nation. Seventy years later, at the age
of 89, he jumped again out of an air-
plane to honor America’s veterans on
Memorial Day.

At age 11, Ralph Hall was working at
the Rockwall, Texas, drugstore when
he served two Coca-Colas, two packs of
Old Gold cigarettes, and a stack of
newspapers to two customers known
simply to the rest of the world as
Bonnie and Clyde. Eighty years later,
at the age of 91, Ralph was still work-
ing and serving the folks in Rockwall,
in north Texas, as the oldest Member
ever to cast a vote in the history of the
House of Representatives.

From beginning to end, Ralph Hall
lived one of the most extraordinary
and remarkable lives of anyone ever to
serve in Congress.

In his 34 years in this Chamber,
Ralph spent some of his time sitting
over here as a Blue Dog Democrat. For
some of his time he spent it sitting
over there as a conservative Repub-
lican. Ralph liked to joke that was be-
cause ‘‘the Republicans never much
wanted me, and the Democrats never
much liked me.” Neither of those was
true, but it was that self-deprecating
humor that made Ralph Hall beloved to
everyone who knew him.

In the Science, Space, and Tech-
nology Committee room, Ralph Hall’s
picture hangs alongside other past
chairmen. But Ralph was the only
chairman to have Neil Armstrong, Buzz
Aldrin, Gene Cernan, and every then-
living Apollo-era astronaut come to his
home to celebrate one of his birthdays.
When asked why, Neil Armstrong, the
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first man on the Moon, who famously
took a giant leap for mankind, said it
was because Ralph Hall was a giant to
our space program. Ralph Hall, he said,
was a giant among men.

Mr. Speaker, to those on the floor
who knew Ralph Hall, thank you for al-
lowing me to remember him for the
Representative that he truly was. And
for those of you who did not have the
privilege of serving with Ralph Hall,
thank you for letting me remember the
man who was the kind of Representa-
tive that we should all hope to be.

When Ralph Hall passed away last
Thursday at the age of 95, he left this
Earth, went right past the Moon—and
our loss became Heaven’s gain.

Godspeed, Ralph Hall.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask all
Members to rise and observe a moment
of silence to honor the extraordinary
life of Congressman Ralph Hall.

————
O 1915
TRANSPARENCY IS CRITICAL

(Mr. GOTTHEIMER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I
first want to thank Chairwoman
WATERS and Congressman LUCAS for
working together on the Federal Re-
serve Supervision Testimony Clarifica-
tion Act, which the House passed ear-
lier today.

Transparency is critical, and my bi-
partisan bill requires that Congress re-
ceives regular testimony regarding su-
pervisory matters at the Federal Re-
serve Board. Congress has a clear re-
sponsibility to ensure that the Federal
Reserve is operating in the best inter-
ests of the American taxpayer, and this
bill will do just that.

New Jerseyans deserve to know how
the Fed is regulating our financial in-
stitutions, and Congress needs to know
how it can cut red tape and grow our
economy. But we can’t do that if the
Fed doesn’t come to testify on its su-
pervisory work.

My bill will help boost government
transparency and accountability for
the benefit of north Jersey and the rest
of the country.

————
HONORING BRYSON WATKINS

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend Bryson Watkins, a
13-year-old from Lenoir City in the
Second Congressional District of Ten-
nessee, for his selflessness and quick
thinking.

On February 13, Bryson saved an-
other young man’s life after receiving a
message through social media. Bryson
sprinted to inform a sheriff’s deputy,
and together, they initiated a response
by law enforcement.

In the aftermath of the event,
Loudon County Sheriff Tim Guider
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honored Bryson with the Sheriff’s Cit-
izen Lifesaving Award.

On behalf of the Second District, I
extend my appreciation for Bryson’s
actions. We should recognize Bryson
for his integrity, compassion, and ma-
turity. Not many 13-year-olds, Mr.
Speaker, have the wherewithal to en-
counter a crisis situation and act so re-
sponsibly. He acted quickly and appro-
priately.

Bryson’s leadership in this situation
speaks volumes of the values that his
parents had instilled in him and the
community in which he was raised.

His ability to work with local law en-
forcement is also a tribute to the dedi-
cation of the Loudon County Sheriff’s
Department, Mr. Speaker, and I thank
them all for their commitment to the
community.

———

HONORING BARD HIGH SCHOOL
SCIENCE PROGRAM

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Bard High
School Early College science faculty
for their work to advance science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math pro-
grams for their students.

Earlier this year, one of their teach-
ers, Maria Agapito, was only 1 of 35
science teachers in the country who
was selected by the Society for Science
and the Public to receive a $1,000 grant.

Ms. Agapito and other science teach-
ers will be using this grant to create a
multiyear science program for student
research. They will be able to use the
funds to help buy equipment and mate-
rials, and for student projects.

Science teachers at Bard and public
schools across the country are doing
great things to help their students pre-
pare for an increasingly technological
future.

I am proud to represent such bright
students and passionate educators.

Mr. Speaker, I thank all of America’s
teachers in this country and wish them
continued success.

———

RATIFY NEWLY NEGOTIATED
USMCA

(Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr.
Speaker, since it is National Agri-
culture Week, I thought I would high-
light how important market access is
to South Dakota.

Now, the numbers don’t lie. South
Dakota is our Nation’s 10th largest ag
exporting State. In fact, we send out $4
billion of ag products every single year.

NAFTA deserves a lot of credit for
that. In fact, our Nation at large ex-
ports more than $38 billion every year
to Canada and Mexico.

We need to keep that momentum
going, which is why this body needs to
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ratify the newly negotiated United
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement.

USMCA is clearly better than
NAFTA was. Let’s be clear: That
doesn’t mean that it is perfect, but it
does mean that it is clearly better for
our country.

President Trump and his administra-
tion have made a number of much-
needed improvements to that trading
agreement. Let’s send a clear message
that the United States and South Da-
kota are open for business.

Mr. Speaker, let’s get to work.

SUPPORTING NATIONAL WOMEN
VETERANS RECOGNITION WEEK

(Mr. LAWSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to express support for a reso-
lution I filed to honor the heroic
women who have dedicated themselves
to serving our country with devotion
and distinction by designating March
10 through March 16 as National
Women Veterans Recognition Week.
This observance would celebrate the
achievement of our female veterans
and raise awareness to the unique chal-
lenges they face.

Women are now the fastest growing
segment of the veteran community.
Approximately 2 million women in the
United States are veterans.

Florida hosts the Nation’s largest
segment of population of women vet-
erans, especially in Duval County, in
my district, which has the Ilargest
number of female veterans in the
State.

I want to take this time to recognize
one of my distinguished staffers, Sher-
ry Barfield, who was recently recog-
nized as one of the Northeast Florida
Women Veterans Center’s 2019 Women
Who Rock.

——
HONORING CARLTON GILL

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of
Mr. Carlton Gill, who passed away on
February 18 at the age of 78.

His friends remember Mr. Gill as a
man of many talents and an institution
in his hometown of Richmond Hill.
Both of these statements help to sum
up Mr. Gill but only serve to remind us
of a portion of his character.

A formidable figure who played bas-
ketball at both Georgia Southern Uni-
versity and the University of Georgia,
his many talents included working as a
procurement forester at S.A. Allen for
nearly 40 years, serving as a Bryan
County commissioner for five terms,
worshipping at Compassion Christian
Church as a deacon, and much more.

For his work in guiding Richmond
Hill through periods of significant
growth, a nearby section of I-95 is
named in his honor.
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Others, though, will remember his
imposing stature and the respect he
commanded when entering the room.
But he never wavered in his ability to
be fair and honest, and to treat every-
one with that same level of respect. A
great leader of his community, Mr. Gill
will be missed.

His family and friends are in my
thoughts and prayers during this dif-
ficult time.

VISION OF NATION CRAFTED IN
BUDGET

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
every year, the vision of this Nation is
crafted in the budget that is offered ei-
ther by the President or the United
States Congress.

As a member of the Budget Com-
mittee, I am delighted that our theme
will be ‘““For the People.” But today,
sadly, I think it is important to note
that the President offered a budget
that disregarded the American people:
$2.7 trillion in spending cuts coming
from the very bases that make Amer-
ica the greatest country in the world;
12 percent cutting in education, your
children’s education; 12 percent cutting
healthcare from the Department of
Health and Human Services; 11 percent
cutting from Interior, your parks and
museums and monuments; 23 percent
cutting from diplomacy, from the
State Department and international
health; 32 percent from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the quality
of water and air; and 22 percent to de-
crease mobility in this Nation, all
these dollars coming from what we call
domestic spending, with increased
spending in other areas where individ-
uals are not protected.

We will protect the people. The For
the People budget will be designed by
Democrats.

———

RECOGNIZING MAJOR GENERAL
MICHAEL A. CALHOUN

(Mr. RUTHERFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the accomplish-
ments and the retirement of Major
General Michael A. Calhoun, who has
faithfully served America for over 40
years in numerous capacities, but most
recently as Florida’s Adjutant General
for the last 4 years.

General Calhoun began his service as
a private in 1977, and then he secured
his commission in the Medical Service
Corps. Throughout his distinguished
career, he has served at every level of
command in the State and was de-
ployed overseas in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom, earning the respect and
confidence of all under his command.

During his time as Adjutant General,
he responded to five named storms that
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