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Looking ahead to next week, I am 

looking forward to reintroducing with 
my colleagues the Native American 
Voting Rights Act. This legislation 
will make sure that communities are 
not left behind as we strengthen our 
democracy. 

House Democrats committed to the 
American people that we would fun-
damentally change Washington if 
elected to the majority; we committed 
that our work would be for the people. 
This week, we are living up to that 
commitment. 

f 

ANTI-SEMITISM IS THE CANARY IN 
THE COAL MINE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, today 
should not be about politics. I didn’t 
rise to be political. This is personal. 

A few years ago, I was invited to 
speak at the U.N. General Assembly 
special session on anti-Semitism. I told 
the representatives from the assembled 
countries that anti-Semitism is the ca-
nary in the coal mine, that if there is 
anti-Semitism in your country, there 
is hatred that will ultimately permeate 
throughout society if it is not checked. 
I never thought I would need to explain 
that to my colleagues. 

This is not political. No one should 
make it political. 
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The use of anti-Semitic language and 
images can never be tolerated. When a 
Presidential campaign runs a commer-
cial alleging a Jewish global con-
spiracy in an ad featuring George 
Soros, Janet Yellen, and Lloyd 
Blankfein, it is invoking classic anti- 
Semitic tropes and it must be con-
demned. When the same campaign 
tweets an image of their opponent fea-
turing a Jewish star and piles of 
money, it does the same thing and it 
must be condemned. When one of our 
colleagues accuses Soros, Steyer, and 
Bloomberg of buying the election, it 
also invokes classic anti-Semitism 
that must be condemned. And when 
one of our colleagues invokes the clas-
sic anti-Semitic tropes that Jews con-
trol the world, that Jews care only 
about money, and that Jews cannot be 
loyal Americans if they also support 
Israel, this, too, must be condemned. 

We have the opportunity to condemn 
all of that, by all of them, intolerable 
as it all is, by passing a strong con-
demnation of anti-Semitism. Mr. 
Speaker, because of anti-Semitism 
over millennia, millions of Jews have 
been hated, targeted, and expelled from 
their countries, violently attacked, 
killed, and exterminated. Words lead to 
action and to death. 

There is too much hatred, too many 
other people who are targeted, and we 
need to support all of them. But we are 
having this debate because of the lan-
guage of one of our colleagues, lan-
guage that suggests that Jews like me, 

who serve in the United States in Con-
gress and whose father earned a Purple 
Heart fighting the Nazis in the Battle 
of the Bulge, that we are not loyal 
Americans. 

Why are we unable to singularly con-
demn anti-Semitism? Why can’t we 
call out anti-Semitism and show that 
we have learned the lessons of history? 

It feels like we are only able to call 
the use of anti-Semitic language by a 
colleague of ours—any colleague of 
ours—if we are addressing all forms of 
hatred. And it feels like we can’t say it 
is anti-Semitism unless everyone 
agrees that it is anti-Semitism. 

Who gets to define what counts as 
stereotypes or discrimination? Isn’t it 
the people who experience the bias? 
The people who have experienced that 
hatred for thousands of years? 

If Jews whose families were per-
secuted or attacked or killed are talk-
ing about how anti-Semitic words can 
lead at their most hateful and violent 
extremes, then it is anti-Semitism. 
And take my word for it. If you don’t 
do that, then please understand that an 
anti-Semite will hear those words as a 
dog whistle. 

What has been so difficult for so 
many people in my community is that 
people who are fearful when anti-Se-
mitic tropes are used are being told 
that they are wrong. Jewish elected of-
ficials are saying that this history that 
we know well is invoked by referencing 
dual loyalty, and some of my col-
leagues are saying that it doesn’t mat-
ter what that history means to me. It 
is intensely personal because it is on-
going: in Europe, in Asia, in the Middle 
East, in South America, and in the 
United States. 

Eleven people were killed less than 6 
months ago in a synagogue because 
they were Jews. What is happening in 
our country should alarm us all. The 
attacks on our colleagues because they 
are Muslim or African American or 
Hispanic or members of the LGBT com-
munity, any attack must be con-
demned when it is based on hatred. 

But when a colleague invokes classic 
anti-Semitic lies three times, then this 
body must condemn that anti-Semi-
tism. Anti-Semitism is worthy of being 
taken seriously on its own. It is worthy 
of being singularly called out. 

Jews control the world? Jews care 
only about money? Jews have dual loy-
alty and can’t be patriotic members of 
the country in which they live? 

Words matter. For generations, they 
have had dangerous consequences for 
me, for my family, and for my people. 
This shouldn’t be so hard. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 48 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. CASTOR of Florida) at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Merciful God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

As the days grow longer and many 
impatiently wait for more springlike 
warmth, we give You thanks for all the 
blessings we enjoy in our favored land. 

We ask Your blessing on the Mem-
bers of this people’s House in the work 
they do. Though sometimes conten-
tious, we ask Your blessing of Spirit 
upon all that, as colleagues in the im-
portant work of the House, they might 
seek to find agreement on issues that 
will redound to the benefit of our Na-
tion. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
CRAWFORD) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CRAWFORD led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

COMMEMORATING TRIPLE NEGA-
TIVE BREAST CANCER AWARE-
NESS DAY 

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to commemorate Triple Neg-
ative Breast Cancer Awareness Day, 
which took place earlier this week on 
March 3. 

My daughter, Lauren, battled triple 
negative breast cancer for 2 years, with 
incredible strength, courage, humor, 
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and tenacity. She shared her story pub-
licly with tens of thousands of people 
on a Facebook page called Lauren vs. 
Cancer, underscoring the importance of 
this serious health issue and encour-
aging everyone to get tested. 

Sadly, Lauren died at the age of 31 
from this horrible disease in August of 
2017. In Lauren’s memory, I have dedi-
cated myself to efforts to eradicate the 
scourge of breast cancer. 

As we recognize Triple Negative 
Breast Cancer Awareness Day, I want 
to extend my support to the thousands 
of women and men affected by this dev-
astating and, at times, deadly disease. 
We must take this opportunity to high-
light the need for continued education, 
research, and action to finally find a 
cure for breast cancer. 

f 

COMMENDING ARKANSAS STATE 
UNIVERSITY FOR HOSTING 25TH 
ANNUAL COLLEGE OF AGRI-
CULTURE AGRIBUSINESS CON-
FERENCE 

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to commend my alma mater, 
Arkansas State University, for hosting 
the 25th Annual College of Agriculture 
Agribusiness Conference. This con-
ference focuses on farm management, 
commodity and credit markets, and 
the economics and politics of trade and 
farm policy. 

During this conference, Chancellor 
Damphousse announced a $1 million 
gift for the College of Agriculture from 
the Judd Hill Foundation. 

Farmers and those involved in the 
agriculture industry throughout Ar-
kansas attend this meeting each year 
to learn about important deadlines and 
challenges that producers will encoun-
ter this growing season from a diverse 
group of speakers. This year, speakers 
included Tyne Morgan, host of U.S. 
Farm Report, as well as two of my past 
interns, Hunter Biram and Grant Wil-
son. 

Instrumental to this conference’s 
continued success has been Dr. 
Greenwalt, conference director and co-
founder. Dr. Greenwalt, professor of ag-
ricultural economics at Arkansas 
State, also serves as a director of the 
Arkansas Agricultural Council. I had 
the pleasure of being one of Dr. 
Greenwalt’s students while pursuing 
my degree in agricultural business at 
Arkansas State University. 

Many others come to support this an-
nual event. As the event grows, so does 
the attendance. 

I would like to extend my congratu-
lations and gratitude to Dr. Greenwalt, 
Dean Burcham, and everyone who con-
tributed to the success of the ASU Ag-
ribusiness Conference for the last 25 
years. 

RECOGNIZING RUTH WEAKLEY ON 
HER 100TH BIRTHDAY 

(Mr. CARBAJAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Madam Speaker, 
this Women’s History Month, I rise to 
recognize Ruth Weakley of Arroyo 
Grande on her 100th birthday today. 

During World War II, with many of 
America’s young men serving overseas, 
U.S. jobs traditionally held by men 
began to open their doors to women. 

While Ruth’s husband, Harry, was 
away serving in the Army Air Force, 
Ruth stepped up to serve, and became 
one of a handful of women driving rural 
postal routes. She drove a route in Los 
Angeles County for nearly 2 years dur-
ing the war, resigning when her hus-
band returned from his military service 
in December 1945. 

Contributions like hers were both 
critical to our Nation’s war effort and 
to reshaping the role of women in our 
workforce and society. 

Today, over 70 years after Ruth’s 
time with the Postal Service and on 
her 100th birthday, I recognize and 
thank her for her service to our Nation 
and to women everywhere. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHIEF 
ROBERT RICHARDSON 

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DUNN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of former 
Panama City Fire Chief and United 
States Navy veteran Robert Richard-
son. Chief Richardson passed away at 
the age of 79 on January 5. 

Chief Richardson proudly served our 
Nation as a submariner in the Navy, 
and he went on to serve his community 
in Bay County for 33 years—first as a 
firefighter and then as the Panama 
City Fire Chief. 

He was honored by the State of Flor-
ida for his work, earning the distinc-
tion of Florida’s Firefighter of the 
Year and Florida’s Fire Chief of the 
Year. 

Chief Richardson was appointed by 
Governor Bob Graham to serve on the 
Florida State Fire Board and used that 
position to fight for stricter building 
codes. He dedicated his entire life to 
protecting others. 

Madam Speaker, I can attest that 
Panama City is a better place because 
of the lifelong service of Chief Richard-
son. Please join me in honoring the life 
of Chief Richardson. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE SOCIETY 
FOR NEUROSCIENCE DURING 
BRAIN AWARENESS WEEK 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, 
the Society for Neuroscience, SFN, is 
the world’s largest organization of sci-
entists and clinicians focused on study-
ing the brain and the nervous system. 
This week, we welcomed them to Cap-
itol Hill to give us an update on their 
progress and their impact. 

Federal funding from agencies like 
the National Institutes of Health and 
the National Science Foundation is ab-
solutely critical to their work. Sus-
tained, reliable funding is critical to 
continuing advancements in neuro-
science and to scientific advancement 
in general. 

This week is Brain Awareness Week, 
and I want to commend the BRAIN Ini-
tiative partners. The 2018 total for the 
BRAIN Initiative program at NIH is 
more than $400 million. 

I have long supported research in-
vestments in neuroscience research. It 
is opening up a vast understanding of 
our brains, and it is vitally important 
to the over 100 million Americans im-
pacted by neurodevelopmental, 
neurodegenerative, and 
neuropsychiatric brain disorders. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting robust funding for the Na-
tional Institutes of Health so that the 
BRAIN Initiative can continue its out-
standing achievements. 

f 

ENDING SAUDI INCITEMENT IN 
SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, Saudi Arabia has a 
vital role in the global war on ter-
rorism. Riyadh is a crucial counterter-
rorism partner. But, sadly, textbooks 
of Saudi Arabia have been teaching its 
students to hate others for too long. 

One current textbook is inflam-
matory against Christianity, Judaism, 
and even other Muslims who do not 
subscribe to the Saudi interpretation 
of Islam, which they describe as ‘‘evil.’’ 

Saudi Arabia has committed to re-
forming curriculum for over a decade. 
That is why Congressman BILL 
KEATING and I have introduced H.R. 
554, the Saudi Educational and Trans-
parency and Reform Act. It will hold 
the Saudis accountable by requiring an 
annual report on any intolerant con-
tent of their textbooks. It will also 
send a clear, bipartisan message to end 
the incitement now. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

CONGRESS HAS THE MORAL RE-
SPONSIBILITY TO STEP UP AND 
ACT 
(Ms. DEGETTE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, this 
week the House is considering H.R. 1, 
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