March 7, 2019

[ 1015

In fact, every few months I meet with
a group of staffing companies. These
individuals operate companies that fill
positions ranging from temporary to
permanent work in various industries.
Between these staffing companies, they
would be able to fill thousands of jobs
today if they could find the necessary
workers. Every day, these positions go
unfilled and opportunities are lost.

To help alleviate this situation, I
plan on introducing legislation to help
build a workforce pipeline.

One bill, the USA Workforce Tax
Credit Act, which I will be introducing
next week, encourages charitable dona-
tions for community-based apprentice-
ship initiatives, career and technical
education, workforce development, and
K-12 educational preparedness.

Enacting this proposed legislation
will help meet the urgent need to en-
sure the preparation of current and fu-
ture workers for the changing needs of
the U.S. economy. Job creation and job
preparation must go hand in hand.

Another area we must evaluate to
help fill out workforce shortages is our
Nation’s visa system. Our current sys-
tem spans the spectrum of foreign
work visas, but does not address a
main driver of illegal immigration.

My bill, the Workforce for an Ex-
panding Economy Act, would help ad-
dress the gap in the spectrum. This leg-
islation will create a market-driven
immigration visa program targeted to
workers in occupations that do not re-
quire a college degree, otherwise de-
fined as ‘‘less skilled” to do year-
round, non-farm work, creating a new
“H-2D visa.” This H-2D visa would
only go into effect if the unemploy-
ment rate is 5 percent or lower in the
metropolitan area where an employer
is seeking employees.

Moreover, this bill would implement
a two-track system in which employers
and potential immigrant laborers are
both required to receive a permit to
work in the U.S.

Much like our other visa programs,
employers will have to prove they are
unable to hire a U.S. worker after un-
dergoing the required market tests.
Employees are only allowed to work
for an approved employer, at the ap-
proved location, in the specific job that
was approved, and all employers will be
required to use E-Verify.

While just a start, Mr. Speaker, I be-
lieve these bills will help strengthen
our workforce and help meet the needs
of employers to continue supporting
our economic growth. I urge my col-
leagues to support them and to help
continue our country’s track record of
success and keep us on the right eco-
nomic path.

———

GOVERNMENT BY THE PEOPLE,
FOR THE PEOPLE, AND OF THE
PEOPLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. STANTON) for 5 minutes.
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Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address perhaps the most im-
portant reform legislation to protect
and strengthen our democracy in a
generation: H.R. 1, the For the People
Act.

We have a responsibility, an obliga-
tion, to make sure that our govern-
ment always remains one of the people,
by the people, and for the people. But
the truth is Congress has not done
enough to protect the voices of every-
day Americans and to make sure that
our government institutions are work-
ing for them.

The American people know it, and,
Mr. Speaker, I believe that is exactly
why they voted for new leadership in
our people’s House. They know what is
happening to our political system. The
dark money, the attack ads from se-
cret, fly-by-night groups, the incred-
ible influence special interests seem to
have over too many political leaders.
They see it every day when the system
that used to work so well for the mid-
dle class is now rigged against them.

So much of it is the result of the Su-
preme Court’s Citizens United decision.
Consider the facts: From 2008 to 2016,
the amount of outside spending to in-
fluence our elections has increased ten-
fold, reaching an astonishing $1.4 bil-
lion during our last presidential elec-
tion.

These billions being spent to influ-
ence elections and politicians, they
aren’t coming from everyday Ameri-
cans, but are more likely coming from
Wall Street, Big Pharma, and other
high-powered interests working against
the rest of us. We can do better and,
with H.R. 1, we will do better.

This transformative set of reforms
will shine a light on dark money and
return power to the people. It puts dis-
closure front and center by requiring
political groups to disclose their large
donors, bringing dark money out of the
shadows for good.

H.R. 1 recognizes a simple principle:
The American people ought to know
who is writing big checks to their
elected officials and candidates for of-
fice.

By curbing the influence of special
interests, we can lift the voices of ev-
eryday Americans and we can better
focus on the issues that matter most,
like quality jobs, affordable
healthcare, clean air and water, and
strong infrastructure.

Mr. Speaker, history has its eyes on
us today. Let us, once again, resolve to
make sure that our government re-
mains one of the people, by the people
and, of course, for the people.

———

UNNECESSARY TINKERING WITH
THE HIGHER EDUCATION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise as leader of the Repub-
licans on the Education and Labor
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Committee, which had a referral on
H.R. 1 that did not even have a hearing,
much less a markup on the provisions
that fall within our jurisdiction.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, a referral
means a bill should be debated by a
committee of jurisdiction, but that did
not happen.

It appears that every corner of Amer-
ican life would be touched by this over-
reaching, politically-motivated bill.
Even colleges and universities did not
manage to escape its reach.

We fully recognize the opportunity
colleges and universities can provide
for traditional 18- to 24-year-old stu-
dents to register to vote. That is why
we have always been supportive of
voter registration efforts on campuses.
But mandating voter registration ef-
forts on campus doesn’t show good in-
tentions for student engagement.

Instead, it reveals the true motive
behind this unnecessary tinkering with
the Higher Education Act. Colleges and
universities have not, do not, and must
not ever exist to serve the Federal Gov-
ernment.

The provisions in H.R. 1 take institu-
tions of higher learning and put them
in the same category as your local
DMYV. It is bad enough that colleges
and universities barely resemble the
free marketplace of ideas they once
were. This bill turns them into full-
fledged government offices, with all of
the customer service and freedom of
thought for which government offices
are known.

The reasons to oppose H.R. 1 are
many, but we could not allow the pro-
visions that impact educational insti-
tutions to go unnoticed as House
Democrats clearly hoped.

H.R. 1 is one of the most cynical po-
litical stunts we have seen and, for
that reason, Mr. Speaker, we should
oppose it and oppose it with all our
might.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF SUZANNE KLING POST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in memory and in celebration of
the life and legacy of my friend, Su-
zanne Kling Post, a tremendous force
for good in the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky.

Suzy passed on January 2, after hav-
ing spent her entire life in service to
others, fighting for school desegrega-
tion, civil liberties, fair housing, wom-
en’s rights, equality for all, and more.
There was no challenge too daunting
and no issue too controversial for Suzy
to take on.

As reliable as the sun rising and set-
ting each day, if there was injustice,
prejudice, or discrimination, Suzy was
right there, organizing and empow-
ering. She helped lift the voices of
those wronged, and demanded more
from our city and our Commonwealth
on behalf of those in need.
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Born into a white, middle-class, Jew-
ish family in the Highlands of Louis-
ville in 1933, Suzy was quick to put oth-
ers first. She joined the NAACP as a
student at Indiana University. She re-
turned home and helped organize sit-
ins and demonstrations of civil disobe-
dience in protest of housing discrimi-
nation; and she helped lead efforts for
civil rights and against the Vietnam
War.

She led the ACLU of Kentucky,
founded by her uncle, Arthur Kling,
and eventually became the founding di-
rector of the Metropolitan Housing
Commission. After decades of service,
she was inducted into the Kentucky
Human Rights Commission Hall of
Fame in 2007.

Though small in stature, she was
larger than life. She had a fire in her
belly and a passion for her work that
was contagious. Her low voice had the
power to move you, and she never
missed an opportunity to use it and
move us forward as a city.

In the Louisville Courier-Journal’s
thoughtful obituary recounting her
life, they noted that, once asked why
she became an activist, Suzy replied: 1
guess I just don’t like injustice. It
ticks me off; it really does. Although
she didn’t use the word ‘‘ticks.”

She was as uncomplicated as she was
powerful; straightforward, straight to
the heart and an invaluable source of
strength for me, our city, and our Com-
monwealth. To say we are better off be-
cause of her decades of service is an un-
derstatement. She expected more, gave
more, and got more from all of us be-
cause she demanded it of her commu-
nity and of herself.

I will always value her friendship,
her leadership, and for never shying
away from a fight.

To her children and grandchildren, I
hope you can take some solace in
knowing that your mother and grand-
mother was the conscience of the city
that loved her dearly, and we will all
work to carry her legacy forward.

May her memory be a blessing.

————

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THIS
CONGRESS AND LAST CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, let me
point out an important difference be-
tween the last Congress and this one.

Last Congress, under Republican
leadership, our number one priority
was tax reform and jobs, putting more
money into the pockets of the Amer-
ican people who have earned it. That is
why our bill, H.R. 1, the Tax Cut and
Jobs Act, was that first priority.

Even back in 1995, the first bill under
Republican leadership was the Congres-
sional Accountability Act, to make
sure Congress and its staff had to abide
by the same rules as the rest of Ameri-
cans.

This Congress, under Democrat lead-
ership, it appears their priorities are
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much different. Their H.R. 1, sup-
posedly, their most-prized bill, hence,
they give it the number 1 bill, is not a
generational policy reform to benefit
Americans, but, rather, politics and
rigging elections; that is the Democrat
priority; sweeping Federal mandates
that institute a 6-to-1 government
match for small donor political con-
tributions.

That means 6 to 1 of your tax dollars
going to match contributions made for
campaigns; $200 would yield $1,200 from
the Federal Government into a cam-
paign.

In what world is it defensible for the
Federal Government to be forced to use
your taxpayer funds, you to be forced
for your taxpayer dollars to support a
candidate for office, regardless of
whether you support that candidate.

The bad news is it doesn’t end there.
Democrats want to take some of the
corrupt policies already implemented
in my own State of California and in-
stitute them nationwide.

For example: Ballot harvesting.
Since its implementation in California,
this practice has opened up our State
to endless potential for election fraud.
Just a couple of months ago, this exact
practice sent one North Carolina elec-
tion into chaos, with every Democrat
in the State demanding a re-election.
In the North Carolina one they were
using similar practices.

Ironically, this bill is completely si-
lent on ballot harvesting. In fact,
Democrats blocked an amendment I
worked on that would make ballot har-
vesting illegal in all States, not just
where it is convenient for their elec-
tions.

In Orange County, California, 250,000
provisional ballots were counted after
election night, with people delivering
hundreds of them at a time.

Now, I am a staunch supporter of en-
suring every voter has access to the
polls, but this bill isn’t about that.
This legislation only undermines the
security of our election system and
limits the already-lacking safeguards
that are in place to ensure the integ-
rity of our electoral process.

How are the voters, the people, the
citizens of America supposed to have
confidence in their election system
when they see these games being
played?

To make matters worse, this bill will
actually weaken voter ID laws. It auto-
matically registers everyone in the
DMV database, no questions asked,
alive or dead.

When this issue has come up in Cali-
fornia, we have seen numerous prob-
lems in the DMV process. California
voter rolls have little integrity. We
have tens of thousands of so-called vot-
ers that are registered that may not
even be eligible, may not even be citi-
Zens.
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This has also, in that process, made
the REAL ID process in California
questionable as well, where the people
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are going to have to go get their ID
redone in order to be able to use the
airports.

While some of my other colleagues on
the other side of the aisle like to peg
voter ID laws as prohibitive, the Na-
tional Bureau of Economic Research
published a study proving that is not
the case.

We all support easy and fair voter
registration, but it has to come with
sensible voter protections and fraud
prevention safeguards. As we saw in
California this past election cycle,
thousands of ballots continued to be
harvested even after election day. That
is a huge problem.

If this bill needed another nail in the
coffin, even the ACLU has condemned
the legislation as unconstitutional.
That is because it hurts free speech and
attempts to silence those who would
dare disagree with, in this case, Demo-
crat priorities.

Just a few years ago, a California
theater director was forced to resign
over harassment due to a political do-
nation, just for advocating for his own
beliefs.

Democrats boldly dubbed this legisla-
tion the For the People Act, but a
more appropriate title would be ‘‘Dem-
ocrat Politicians Protection Act.”

Once again, H.R. 1 under Republican
leadership was the Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act and, years ago, an accountability
act. H.R. 1 under Democrat leadership
is an unconstitutional bill to force
Americans to help reelect more Demo-
crats. That should paint a substan-
tially contrasting picture for the
American people what the priorities
are of the two parties.

Mr. Speaker, I urge opposition to this
terrible bill.

———

HONORING CONSTITUENT OF THE
MONTH SHELBY JACOBS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LEVIN) for 56 minutes.

Mr. LEVIN of California. Mr. Speak-
er, as the Congress Member for Califor-
nia’s 49th District, it is my distinct
honor to represent over 700,000 Califor-
nians from North County San Diego
and south Orange County.

I have met countless constituents
across the district who do incredible
work to make our community strong-
er, and I am proud to serve them in
Congress.

With so many outstanding constitu-
ents, I thought it would be appropriate
to start a new Constituent of the
Month program to recognize individ-
uals who have gone above and beyond
to help their neighbors, give back to
their community, and make our coun-
try stronger.

For our first constituent of the
month, I am thrilled to recognize Mr.
Shelby Jacobs of Oceanside, a retired
aerospace engineer who worked for 40
years on NASA’s Apollo and Space
Shuttle programs.

Mr. Jacobs served in a number of
roles, including project manager of the
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