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decision that we have made. Are we
going to stand by and watch this Presi-
dent seize funds from the military to
forcibly take land from Ilaw-abiding
American citizens to build something
that Congress has said should not be
built?

We know this would be wrong. The
National Emergencies Act is for gen-
uine emergencies. It is not a get-out-of-
the-Constitution-free card for Presi-
dents who want something that Con-
gress won’t give them.

Now, I have heard some people say
that President Obama did the same
thing. I am sorry, he did not. Both
President Obama and President Bush
were sometimes accused of exceeding
their constitutional authority; the
courts sometimes overruled them. But
neither Obama nor Bush nor Nixon nor
Reagan nor Roosevelt nor Lincoln nor
any President since the founding of our
Republic has ever decreed an emer-
gency to spend money that the Con-
gress explicitly denied them.

If you want to find a precedent for
what President Trump has done, I can
give you one. When I was a diplomat
representing our country and standing
up for our values around the world, I
had this exact same debate with au-
thoritarian governments in Hthiopia,
in Bahrain, and in Egypt, telling them:
Do not use emergency powers to get
around your constitutions. I never
thought I would have that kind of ar-
gument with a President of the United
States.

Many of my Republican colleagues
have been saying that America must
not go the way of Venezuela, and they
are right. When President Trump said
in his State of the Union that we must
never become a socialist country, I
joined them in getting to my feet and
applauding.

But how do you think Venezuela got
to be a socialist country? I will tell
you. President Maduro declared a state
of economic emergency to give himself
the power to defy his elected national
assembly and spend money however he
pleased.

That is not America. We must never
become that. We believe in rule of law,
not rule by decree.

We disagree passionately within the
boundaries the Constitution draws, but
we agree zealously to defend those
boundaries when any one of our party
or any party tries to cross those bound-
aries. That is how we have survived as
a constitutional democracy. It is the
only way we can survive.

We are divided enough right now, so,
please, let’s not allow another tear in
the constitutional fabric that holds us
together. Let’s unite as patriots on this
one question so that we can safely dis-
agree as partisans on everything else.

———

THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY ON
OUR SOUTHERN BORDER
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to discuss
the issue that is facing Americans
across the Nation: the opioids crisis.

The 2018 National Drug Threat As-
sessment, a comprehensive guide pub-
lished by the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration, indicates that illegal
drug use continues to rise. It cites
Mexican transnational criminal orga-
nizations as America’s greatest enemy
in the war against drugs. While these
criminal organizations are bringing a
wide variety of illegal drugs across our
southern border, I am particularly wor-
ried about their role in spreading the
opioid crisis.

Thousands of pounds of opioids are
smuggled across our southern border
every year. Just last year, the DEA
seized more than 17,000 pounds of her-
oin in the United States. About 39 per-
cent of this was seized at the southern
border.

Another opioid that has devastated
communities across America is
fentanyl. As we started to understand
the scope of the opioid crisis facing our
Nation, the CDC says doctors started
prescribing less and less pharma-
ceutical fentanyl. But fentanyl
overdoses remained steady as prescrip-
tion rates dropped, meaning that illic-
itly manufactured fentanyl is one of
the main drivers of the opioid crisis.

Illicit fentanyl is a synthetic opioid
that is produced in China and Mexico.
It is either smuggled into the United
States through the mail from China or
across our southern border from Mex-
ico. In 2017, Customs and Border Patrol
agents seized nearly 1,500 pounds of
fentanyl at the border. Considering
fentanyl is 50 to 100 times more potent
than morphine, last year’s seizures ac-
counted for millions of potential
overdoses and deaths.

But it is easy to discuss the amount
of illegal drugs that have been seized at
the border. It is easy to discuss the
need for change. The hardest part is
discussing the human toll that this cri-
sis has taken.

Madam Speaker, last year more
Americans died of a drug overdose than
in any other recorded year. In 2017,
overdoses Kkilled more than 70,000
Americans, and more than 28,000 of
these deaths were related to synthetic
opioids such as fentanyl.

Our country is facing a crisis, and ac-
tion is necessary. That is why I was
proud to stand with President Trump
and support H.J. Res. 31. This appro-
priations bill included provisions that
are vital to my congressional district
and that will bring the fight against
opioids to the front lines: the southern
border.

Although I was disappointed that my
Democratic colleagues didn’t include
more to combat this crisis, I was
pleased that it included funding for 55
miles of wall on the southern border.
Walls work, and we need to continue
the construction of this wall. This is
why President Trump’s national emer-
gency declaration is necessary.

February 26, 2019

But, Madam Speaker, tomorrow
House Democrats will bring up a meas-
ure to block President Trump’s emer-
gency declaration, H.J. Res. 46. They
say the wall is immoral. They say it is
cruel. I say we need decisive action to
fight the opioid crisis, and this is the
first step in the right direction.

Since President Carter, there have
been 31 national emergencies declared.
President Clinton declared 6, and Presi-
dent Obama declared 10 that are still in
place. All 31 national emergencies rec-
ognized a dire threat to the American
people and took action. By declaring
this national emergency, President
Trump is taking action against a
threat that killed 70,000 Americans in
2017 alone.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘“‘no” on H.J. Res. 46.
Support our President and save Amer-
ican lives.

——
EMERGENCY DECLARATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker, I
rise in strong opposition to the resolu-
tion the House will vote on later today
that would terminate the President’s
declaration of a national emergency.

The need to secure our borders isn’t
just a matter of good public policy, it
is our highest calling, and it is our con-
stitutionally prescribed duty as guard-
ians of our citizens’ safety.

When our Founding Fathers penned
our Constitution and changed the
course of history, they charged the
Federal Government in the preamble
with the preeminent responsibility to
provide for the common defense. But
they didn’t just stop there. They went
on and not only empowered, but they
commanded that the Federal Govern-
ment shall protect every State in the
Union against invasion.

Madam Speaker, unfortunately, as
the American people and, especially,
the citizens of the great State of Texas
know far too well, the Federal Govern-
ment has abdicated its most important
responsibility and has been derelict in
its constitutional duty to defend our
borders and provide for our defense.

For too long, politicians have pontifi-
cated and they have postured that they
would stop illegal immigration and
that they would secure the border, but
the fact is they haven’t. Anyone who
has been to the border or worked along
the border or lives along the border
knows that this is a crisis. This is a na-
tional emergency.

We know that, just last month, ap-
prehensions at the southern border
spiked 84 percent compared to the same
time last year, with 120,000 apprehen-
sions in the last 2 months alone. Home-
land Security personnel spent 28,000
man-hours to render basic medical
services to folks who were coming
across the border.

New migrant caravans continue to
form and march toward our cities
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along the border where our Border Pa-
trol agents are already overwhelmed
with migrants from other caravans.
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And in the first caravan of 8,000 peo-
ple that forced their way into Mexico—
they forced their way into Mexico—
where they should have stopped as the
first safe country when they were ap-
plying for asylum, we know that 600 of
that first caravan of 8,000 were known
criminals.

Additionally, because of our porous
borders, drugs continue to flood into
our country, poison our communities,
and destroy our families.

Just last year 70,000 people died from
drug overdoses in this country. Ninety
percent of those drugs are coming from
across the southern border. If that is
not an emergency, I don’t know what
is.

No one is on the front lines of this
fight more than the State of Texas.
Since 2011, 186,000 illegal aliens have
been charged with more than 290,000
crimes in Texas alone.

When you combine the total cost of
illegal immigration from healthcare
services, education, and incarceration,
it is over $12 billion for the State of
Texas. It is over $150 billion for the
United States.

We are $22 trillion in debt. We will
have two of our biggest safety-net pro-
grams insolvent in less than 20 years,
and we are spending $150 billion on ille-
gal immigration.

We know that constructing physical
barriers, when combined with boots on
the ground and technology, are effec-
tive at stemming the tide of illegal im-
migration.

We know walls work because we have
seen it when we have deployed them in
El Paso, San Diego, and Tucson, and
we have stopped illegal immigration or
stemmed the tide 90-plus percent.

So, instead of letting this crisis con-
tinue to worsen, this President took
action, using authority not that he in-
vented but that we in Congress explic-
itly gave him under the National
Emergency Act.

It is not like the President is setting
new precedent or breaking new ground.
Other presidents have declared na-
tional emergencies 50-plus times, and I
know President Clinton declared it a
national emergency to fight drug traf-
fickers—rightfully so—and President
Obama against transnational criminal
organizations.

This President loves this country. He
wants to do his job. He doesn’t want
another one of our sons and daughters
to die of drug addiction or overdose. He
doesn’t want crime to run rampant in
the streets of the United States.

The President understands his first
job as Commander in Chief is to keep
our citizens—our people—safe, and I
stand with him.

Madam Speaker, today I will be vot-
ing for our President, for his constitu-
tional, legal authority to defend this
country, to protect our borders and our
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citizens. I will be voting for the safety
of the American people today and the
safety of our communities, not just in
west Texas but throughout this coun-
try.

Again, President Trump is doing the
right thing. He is doing the responsible
thing. He is doing the constitutionally
necessary thing. And I am behind him
100 percent.

————

RECOGNIZING THE LEGACY OF
MATHEW HALL LUMBER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. EMMER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the legacy of
Mathew Hall Lumber, which has been
operating in downtown St. Cloud, Min-
nesota, for 130 years.

Mathew Hall Lumber has been a fix-
ture in the community and a backbone
of the local economy.

Maintaining a business is not an easy
task. It involves blood, sweat, and
tears to sustain the test of time. How-
ever, with that comes joy and fulfill-
ment, something that generation after
generation of the Hall family knows all
about.

One of the reasons why St. Cloud and
the great State of Minnesota are so in-
credible is because of hardworking peo-
ple like the Hall family. By maintain-
ing their business in St. Cloud, they
brought commerce, jobs, and a great
product to our community.

As Simonson Lumber purchases this
historic company and the Hall family
transitions into a new chapter, I speak
for all of central Minnesota when I say
thank you to the Hall family for your
great contribution to our State and our
community.

HONORING STEVE TAYLOR, A GREAT MINNESOTA
PUBLIC SERVANT

Mr. EMMER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor Sherburne County Ad-
ministrator Steve Taylor.

As Steve prepares to retire from his
30-year career, he leaves with the rep-
utation for providing the highest level
of customer service.

During his time with Sherburne
County and Carver County before that,
Steve has served Minnesota’s Sixth
District with distinction.

As a fellow public servant, I com-
mend Steve for committing his life’s
work to serving others. His dedication
and leadership will be hard to replace.

The employees who had the pleasure
of working with and learning from
Steve will keep the good work going,
but, certainly, his dependable presence
will be missed.

His efforts toward expanding
Sherburne County’s government center
by adding extra courtrooms, more se-
curity, and much-needed space will be
enjoyed by generations to come.

Thank you, Steve, and congratula-
tions on an amazing career in public
service. I wish you a long and happy re-
tirement.

HONORING THE LEGACY OF STEVE GILMER

Mr. EMMER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in honor of Steve Gilmer, who
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has retired after serving 45 years as the
CEO of the State Bank of Delano, Min-
nesota.

Steve retired leaving an incredible
legacy. He cultivated a family out of
his employees and built an environ-
ment based on humor, trust, and excel-
lence, inspiring all those around him to
be the best they could possibly be.

As a resident of Delano, I can say
from experience that Steve led by ex-
ample and took the time to know and
care for the customers who walked
through the door of his bank.

Most in the community knew Steve
through his role as a volunteer, the
volunteer treasurer of the Fourth of
July Celebration Committee for over 40
years.

Delano is home to Minnesota’s larg-
est Fourth of July parade, and Steve’s
service to that committee displayed
his dedication to our community.

Thank you for all you have done for
the Delano community, Steve. Enjoy
your retirement with your family and
friends. You deserve it.

CELEBRATING THE MINNESOTA CENTRAL REGION
SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER

Mr. EMMER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the Minnesota Cen-
tral Region Small Business Develop-
ment Center for being named the Min-
nesota Small Business Development
Center of Excellence.

Located at St. Cloud State Univer-
sity, the Central Small Business Devel-
opment Center provides free consulting
services and assistance to those start-
ing a small business.

The center services the majority of
my district, counties such as Benton,
Sherburne, Stearns, and Wright. My
constituents have benefited greatly
from the services provided and the nu-
merous business workshops focusing on
educating local businesses and entre-
preneurs on how to improve their new
business.

Special recognition goes to the cur-
rent director, Barry Xirchoff, who
came to the center in 2006 with an ex-
tensive background in business and
economic development.

Today, their success continues be-
cause of Barry’s commitment to help-
ing address the needs of the local small
business community. His hard work is
evident.

Congratulations and thank you to
Barry and the staff of the Minnesota
Central Region Small Business Devel-
opment Center. Central Minnesota is
lucky to have you.

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE
WACONIA HERO COALITION

Mr. EMMER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the achievements of
the Waconia HERO Coalition. “‘HERO”’
stands for their mission, which is to
‘““‘Help, Empower, and Respect Others.”

This community task force based in
my district undertook the mission in
2010 to reduce and prevent the use of
alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs by
youth through education, engagement,
and policy change.

What started as a group of parents,
educators, and community leaders join-
ing forces to address bullying in
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