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RULE 13. CHANGES TO COMMITTEE RULES

The rules of the Committee may be modi-
fied, amended, or repealed by a majority
vote of the Committee provided that written
notice of the proposed change has been pro-
vided to each Member of the Committee
prior to the meeting date on which the
changes are to be discussed and voted on
consistent with Committee Rule 3(a). A
change to the rules of the Committee shall
be published in the Congressional Record no
later than 30 days after its approval and
made publicly available in electronic form.

RULE 14. OTHER PROCEDURES

The Chair may establish procedures and
take actions as may be necessary to carry
out the rules of the Committee or to facili-
tate the effective administration of the Com-
mittee, in accordance with the rules of the
Committee and the Rules of the House of
Representatives.

———

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’
AFFAIRS FOR THE 116TH CONGRESS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, February 13, 2019.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to Rule
XI, Clause 2(a) of the Rules of the House of
Representatives, I respectfully submit the
rules of the 116th Congress for the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs for publication
in the Congressional Record. The Committee
adopted these rules by voice vote, with a
quorum being present, at our organizational
meeting on Wednesday, February 13, 2019.

Sincerely,
MARK TAKANO,
Chairman.

RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) Applicability of the Rules of the U.S.
House of Representatives.—

In General.—The rules of the U.S. House of
Representatives (the House) are the rules of
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs (Com-
mittee) and its subcommittees so far as ap-
plicable.

(b) Subcommittees.—Each subcommittee
of the Committee is a part of the Committee
and is INN subject to the authority and di-
rection of the Committee and to its rules so
far as applicable. Except where the terms
“full Committee” and ‘‘Subcommittee” are
specifically mentioned, the following rules
shall apply to the Committee’s subcommit-
tees and their respective chairs and ranking
minority members to the same extent as
they apply to the full Committee and its
Chair and Ranking Minority Member.

(c) Incorporation of House Rule on Com-
mittee Procedure.—Clause 2 of House rule
XI, which pertains entirely to Committee
procedure, is incorporated and made part of
the rules of the Committee so far as applica-
ble.

(d) Privileged Motions.—In the Committee,
a motion to recess from day to day, a motion
to recess subject to the call of the Chair
(within 24 hours), and a motion to dispense
with the first reading (in full) of a bill or res-
olution if printed copies are available, shall
be privileged and decided without debate.

(e) Conferences.—Pursuant to clause 2(a)(3)
of House rule XI, the Chair is authorized to
offer a motion under clause 1 of House rule
XXII whenever the Chair considers it appro-
priate.

(f) Vice Chair.—Pursuant to clause 2(d) of
House rule XI, the Chair of the Committee
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shall designate the Vice Chair of the Com-
mittee.

(g) Taking of Depositions.—Pursuant to
section 103(a) of House Resolution 6 of the
116th Congress, the Chair upon consultation
with the Ranking Minority Member may
order the taking of depositions, including
pursuant to subpoena, by a member or coun-
sel of the Committee. Depositions taken by a
member or counsel of the Committee shall
be subject to regulations issued by the Com-
mittee on Rules and printed in the Congres-
sional Record.

(h) Subpoenas.—Pursuant to clause 2(m) of
House rule XI, subpoenas may be authorized
and issued by the Committee in the conduct
of any investigation or series of investiga-
tions or activities, only when authorized by
a majority of the members voting, a major-
ity being present.

(i) Open Meetings and Hearings.—Meetings
and hearings of the Committee shall be open
to the public unless closed in accordance
with clause 2(g) of House rule XI.

(j) Motions, Reduced to Writing.—Every
motion made to the Committee and enter-
tained by the Chair shall be reduced to writ-
ing upon demand of any member, and a copy
made available to each member present.

(k) Wireless Telephone Use Prohibited.—
No person may use a wireless telephone dur-
ing a Committee meeting or hearing.

RULE 2.—COMMITTEE MEETINGS

(a) Notice Requirements for Meetings.—
The Chair shall furnish each member of the
Committee with the date, place, and a list of
measures and subjects to be considered at a
Committee meeting, which may not com-
mence earlier than the third calendar day on
which members have notice thereof (exclud-
ing Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays
except when the House is in session on such
a day).

(b) At least 48 hours prior to the com-
mencement of a meeting for the markup of
legislation, including any amendment in the
nature of a substitute to such bills or resolu-
tions that shall first be recognized by the
Chair, the text of such legislation shall be
made publicly available in electronic form.

(c) In an emergency that does not reason-
ably allow for the notice as required in para-
graph (a), the Chair may waive the notice re-
quirement with the concurrence of the Rank-
ing Minority Member; or if the Committee so
determines by majority vote of the quorum
required under Committee Rule 4(a). An an-
nouncement made under this subparagraph
shall be published promptly in the Daily Di-
gest and made publicly available in elec-
tronic form.

(d) To the maximum extent practicable,
amendments to a measure or matter noticed
under paragraph (b) shall be submitted in
writing or electronically to the designee of
both the Chair and Ranking Member and
made available electronically to each mem-
ber of the Committee at least 24 hours prior
to the consideration of the measure or mat-
ter. The Chair may use his or her discretion
to give priority to amendments submitted in
advance.

(e) Transcripts of markups shall be re-
corded and may be published in the same
manner as hearings before the Committee.

(f) Additional Meetings.—The Chair of the
Committee may call and convene, as the
Chair considers necessary, additional meet-
ings of the Committee for the consideration
of any bill or resolution pending before the
Committee or for the conduct of other Com-
mittee business. The Committee shall meet
for such purpose pursuant to the call of the
Chair.

(g) Congressional Budget Office Scoring.—
The Committee shall not include any bill or
resolution for consideration during a Com-
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mittee markup which is not accompanied by
an accounting from the Congressional Budg-
et Office of the mandatory and discretionary
costs or savings associated with such bill or
resolution.

The accounting from the Congressional
Budget Office need not be official, but is ex-
pected to provide Committee members with
an approximation of the budgetary impact a
bill or resolution may have prior to any vote
to favorably forward or report such bill or
resolution. The requirements of this para-
graph may be waived by a majority of Com-
mittee members, a quorum being present.

RULE 3.—HEARINGS

(a) Announcement of Hearing.—(1) The
Chair, in the case of a hearing to be con-
ducted by the Committee, shall publicly an-
nounce the date, place, and subject matter of
any hearing to be conducted on any measure
or matter at least one week before the com-
mencement of that hearing, unless in accord-
ance with clause 2(g)(3)(B) of House rule XI—

(A) the Chair with the concurrence of the
Ranking Minority Member determines that
there is good cause to begin the hearing at
an earlier date, or

(B) the Committee determines by majority
vote of the quorum required under Com-
mittee rule 4(a) that a hearing may begin
earlier than one week after announcement of
the hearing as required under this sub-
section. An announcement made under this
subparagraph shall be published promptly in
the Daily Digest and made publicly available
in electronic form.

(b) Requirements for Testimony.—

(1) Pursuant to clause 2(g)(5) of House rule
XI, each witness who is to appear before the
Committee shall file with the clerk of the
Committee, at least 48 hours (exclusive of
weekends and holidays) in advance of his or
her appearance, or at such other time as des-
ignated by the Chair after consultation with
the Ranking Minority Member, a written
statement of his or her proposed testimony.
Each witness shall, to the greatest extent
practicable, provide a copy of such written
testimony in an electronic format prescribed
by the Chair. Each witness shall limit initial
presentations to a brief summary of the
written statement.

(2)(A) In the case of a witness appearing in
a non-governmental capacity, a written
statement of proposed testimony shall in-
clude a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of
any Federal grants or contracts, or contracts
or payments originating with a foreign gov-
ernment, received during the current cal-
endar year or either of the two previous cal-
endar years by the witness and related to the
subject matter of the hearing.

(B) The disclosure required by this rule
shall include the amount and source of each
Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or con-
tract (or subcontract thereof) related to the
subject matter of the hearing and the
amount and country of origin of any pay-
ment or contract related to the subject mat-
ter of the hearing originating with a foreign
government.

(c) Calling and Questioning Witnesses.—

(1) Committee members may question wit-
nesses only when they have been recognized
by the Chair of the Committee for that pur-
pose, and only for a 5-minute period until all
members present have had an opportunity to
question a witness. The questioning of wit-
nesses in Committee hearings shall be initi-
ated by the Chair, followed by the Ranking
Minority Member and all other members al-
ternating between the majority and minor-
ity. Except as otherwise announced by the
Chair at the beginning of a hearing, members
who are present at the start of the hearing
will be recognized before other members who
arrive after the hearing has begun. In recog-
nizing members to question witnesses in this
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fashion, the Chair shall take into consider-
ation the ratio of the majority to minority
members present and shall establish the
order of recognition for questioning in such
a manner as not to disadvantage the mem-
bers of the majority.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of para-
graph (1) regarding the 5-minute rule, and
pursuant to clause 2(j) of House rule XI, the
Chair after consultation with the Ranking
Minority Member, may permit a specified
number of Committee members to question a
witness for longer than 5 minutes. The time
for extended questioning of a witness under
this paragraph shall be equal for the major-
ity party and the minority party and may
not exceed one hour in the aggregate. In no
event shall the Chair allow a member to
question a witness for an extended period
under this rule until all members present
have had the opportunity to ask questions
under the 5-minute rule. The Chair after con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber may permit Committee staff for its ma-
jority and minority party members to ques-
tion a witness for equal specified periods.
The time for extended questioning of wit-
nesses by staff shall be equal for the major-
ity party and the minority party and may
not exceed one hour in the aggregate.

(3) Pursuant to clause 2(k) of House rule
XI, the Chair at a hearing shall announce in
an opening statement the subject of the
hearing, and a copy of the committee rules
and of clause 2 of House rule XI shall be
made available to each witness on request.

(A) Witnesses at hearings may be accom-
panied by their own counsel for the purpose
of advising them concerning their constitu-
tional rights. The Chair may punish breaches
of order and decorum, and of professional
ethics on the part of counsel, by censure and
exclusion from the hearings; and the Com-
mittee may cite the offender to the House
for contempt.

(B) Whenever it is asserted by a member of
the Committee that the evidence or testi-
mony at a hearing may tend to defame, de-
grade, or incriminate any person, or it is as-
serted by a witness that the evidence or tes-
timony that the witness would give at a
hearing may tend to defame, degrade, or in-
criminate the witness

(i) notwithstanding clause 2(g)(2) of House
rule XI, such testimony or evidence shall be
presented in executive session if, in the pres-
ence of the number of members required
under Committee rule 4(a), the Committee
determines by vote of a majority of those
present that such evidence or testimony may
tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate any
person; and

(ii) the Committee shall proceed to receive
such testimony in open session only if the
Committee, a majority being present, deter-
mines that such evidence or testimony will
not tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate
any person.

In either case the Committee shall afford
such person an opportunity voluntarily to
appear as a witness, and receive and dispose
of requests from such person to subpoena ad-
ditional witnesses.

(C) Except as provided in subparagraph (B),
the Chair shall receive and the Committee
shall dispose of requests to subpoena addi-
tional witnesses.

(D) Evidence or testimony taken in execu-
tive session, and proceedings conducted in
executive session, may be released or used in
public sessions only when authorized by the
Committee, a majority being present.

(E) In the discretion of the Committee,
witnesses may submit brief and pertinent
sworn statements in writing for inclusion in
the record. The Committee is the sole judge
of the pertinence of testimony and evidence
adduced at its hearing.
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(F) A witness may obtain a transcript copy
of the testimony of such witness given at a
public session or, if given at an executive
session, when authorized by the Committee.

(4) Non-Committee members may be in-
vited to sit at the dais for and participate in
Committee hearings with the unanimous
consent of the members present. Further,
non-Committee members may be recognized
for questioning of witnesses but only after
all Committee members have first been rec-
ognized.

(5) Pursuant to House rule XI clause 2(j)(1),
when a hearing is conducted by the Com-
mittee on any measure or matter, the minor-
ity members of the Committee shall be enti-
tled, upon request to the Chair of a majority
of those minority members before the com-
pletion of the hearing, to call witnesses se-
lected by the minority to testify with re-
spect to that measure or matter during at
least one day of the hearing thereon.

RULE 4.—QUORUM AND RECORD VOTES;
POSTPONEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS

(a) Working Quorum.—A majority of the
members of the Committee shall constitute
a quorum for business, except that two mem-
bers shall constitute a quorum for the pur-
pose of taking testimony and receiving evi-
dence.

(b) Quorum for Reporting.—No measure or
recommendation shall be reported to the
House or to the full Committee in a meeting
of a subcommittee unless a majority of the
members of the Committee are present.

(c) Record Votes.—A record vote may be
demanded by one-fifth of the members
present or, in the apparent absence of a
quorum, by any one member. With respect to
any record vote on any motion to amend or
report, the total number of votes cast for
and against, and the names of those mem-
bers voting for and against, shall be included
in the report of the Committee on the bill or
resolution.

(d) Prohibition Against Proxy Voting.—No
vote by any member of the Committee with
respect to any measure or matter may be
cast by proxy.

(e) Postponing Proceedings.—The Com-
mittee Chair may postpone further pro-
ceedings when a record vote is ordered on the
question of approving a measure or matter
or on adopting an amendment; and may re-
sume proceedings on a postponed question
after reasonable notice. When proceedings
resume on a postponed question, notwith-
standing any intervening order for the pre-
vious question, an underlying proposition
shall remain subject to further debate or
amendment to the same extent as when the
question was postponed.

RULE 5.—SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Establishment and Jurisdiction—

(1) There shall be five subcommittees of
the Committee with jurisdictions as follows:

(A) Subcommittee on Disability Assistance
and Memorial Affairs, which shall have legis-
lative, oversight, and investigative jurisdic-
tion over compensation; general and special
pensions of all the wars of the United States;
life insurance issued by the Government on
account of service in the Armed Forces;
cemeteries of the United States in which vet-
erans of any war or conflict are or may be
buried, whether in the United States or
abroad, except cemeteries administered by
the Secretary of the Interior; burial benefits;
the Board of Veterans’ Appeals; and the
United States Court of Appeals for Veterans
Claims.

(B) Subcommittee on KEconomic Oppor-
tunity, which shall have legislative, over-
sight, and investigative jurisdiction over
education of veterans, employment and
training of veterans, vocational rehabilita-
tion, veterans’ housing programs (including
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homeless veterans housing), transition of
servicemembers to civilian life, veteran-
owned business concerns, and
servicemembers civil relief.

(C) Subcommittee on Health, which shall
have legislative, oversight, and investigative
jurisdiction over the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration (VHA) including medical serv-
ices, community care, medical support and
compliance, medical facilities, medical and
prosthetic research, provision of healthcare
to homeless veterans, and major and minor
construction.

(D) Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations, which shall have oversight and in-
vestigative jurisdiction over veterans’ mat-
ters generally, and over such matters as may
be referred to the Subcommittee by the
Chair of the full Committee for its oversight
or investigation and for its appropriate rec-
ommendations. The Subcommittee shall
have legislative jurisdiction over informa-
tion technology and procurement generally,
and over such bills or resolutions as may be
referred to it by the Chair of the full Com-
mittee.

(E) Subcommittee on Technology Mod-
ernization, which shall have oversight and
investigative jurisdiction over Department
of Veterans Affairs’ enterprise technology
modernization programs and projects, in-
cluding the Electronic Health Record Mod-
ernization (EHRM) program.

(2) Each subcommittee shall have responsi-
bility for such other measures or matters as
the Chair refers to it.

(b) Vacancies.—Any vacancy in the mem-
bership of a subcommittee shall not affect
the power of the remaining members to exe-
cute the functions of that subcommittee.

(¢) Ratios.—On each subcommittee, there
shall be a ratio of majority party members
to minority party members, which shall be
consistent with the ratio on the full Com-
mittee.

(d) Referral to Subcommittees.—The Chair
of the Committee may refer a measure or
matter, which is within the general responsi-
bility of more than one of the subcommittees
of the Committee, as the Chair deems appro-
priate. In referring any measure or matter to
a subcommittee, the Chair of the Committee
may specify a date by which the sub-
committee shall report thereon to the Com-
mittee.

(e) Powers and Duties—

(1) Each subcommittee is authorized to
meet, hold hearings, receive evidence, and
report to the full Committee on all matters
referred to it or under its jurisdiction. Sub-
committee Chairs shall set dates for hear-
ings and meetings of their respective sub-
committees after consultation with the
Chair of the Committee and other sub-
committee chairs with a view toward avoid-
ing simultaneous scheduling of Committee
and subcommittee meetings or hearings
whenever possible.

(2) Whenever a subcommittee has ordered a
bill, resolution, or other matter to be re-
ported to the Committee, the Chair of the
subcommittee reporting the bill, resolution,
or matter to the full Committee, or any
member authorized by the subcommittee to
do so, shall notify the Chair and the Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee of the
subcommittee’s action.

(3) A member of the Committee who is not
a member of a subcommittee may sit with
the subcommittee during any of its meetings
and hearings, but shall not have authority to
vote, cannot be counted for a quorum, and
cannot raise a point of order at the meeting
or hearing.

(4) The Chair and Ranking Minority Mem-
ber of the Committee may serve as ex-officio
members of each standing subcommittee to
which the Chair or Ranking Minority Mem-
ber have not been assigned. Ex-officio mem-
bers shall have the right to fully participate



H1578

in subcommittee activities but may not vote
and may not be counted in establishing a
quorum.

(5) Non-Committee members may be in-
vited to sit at the dais for and participate in
subcommittee hearings with the unanimous
consent of all Members present. Further,
non-Committee members may be recognized
for questioning of witnesses but only after
all subcommittee members have first been
recognized for questioning.

(6) Each subcommittee shall provide the
full Committee with copies of such record
votes taken in subcommittee and such other
records with respect to the subcommittee as
the Chair of the Committee deems necessary
for the Committee to comply with the House
rules.

RULE 6.—GENERAL OVERSIGHT RESPONSIBILITY

(a) Purpose.—Pursuant to House Rule X
clause 2, the Committee shall carry out over-
sight responsibilities consistent with clause
1(s) of House rule X and Committee rule 5.

(b) Oversight Plan.—Not later than March
1 of the first session of a Congress, the Chair
shall prepare, in consultation with the Rank-
ing Minority Member, an oversight plan for
that Congress; provide a copy of that plan to
each member of the Committee for at least
seven calendar days before its submission;
and submit the plan (including any supple-
mental, minority, additional, or dissenting
views submitted by a member of the Com-
mittee) to the Committee on Oversight and
Reform and the Committee on House Admin-
istration, in accordance with House rule X
clause 2(d).

(c) Oversight by Subcommittees—The ex-
istence and activities of the Subcommittee
on Oversight and Investigations shall in no
way limit the responsibility of the other sub-
committees of the Committee for carrying
out oversight duties.

(d) Pursuant to House rule XI clause 1(b),
the Committee may conduct at any time
such investigations and studies as it con-
siders necessary or appropriate in the exer-
cise of its responsibilities under rule X.

RULE 7.—BUDGET ACT RESPONSIBILITIES

(a) Budget Act Responsibilities.—Pursuant
to clause 4(f)(1) of Rule X of the Rules of the
House, the Committee shall submit to the
Committee on the Budget not later than six
weeks after submission of the budget by the
President, or at such time as the Committee
on the Budget may request—

(1) Its views and estimates with respect to
all matters to be set forth in the concurrent
resolution on the budget for the ensuing fis-
cal year that are within its jurisdiction or
functions; and

(2) An estimate of the total amounts of
new budget authority, and budget outlays re-
sulting therefrom, to be provided or author-
ized in all bills and resolutions within its ju-
risdiction that it intends to be effective dur-
ing that fiscal year.

RULE 8.—RECORDS AND OTHER MATTERS

(a) Transcripts.—There shall be a tran-
script made of each meeting and hearing of
the Committee. Any such transcript shall be
a substantially verbatim account of remarks
actually made during the proceedings, sub-
ject only to technical, grammatical, and ty-
pographical corrections authorized by the
person making the remarks involved.

(b) Records.—(1) The Committee shall keep
a record of all Committee action. The record
shall contain all information required by
clause 2(e)(1) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House and shall be available for public in-
spection at reasonable times in the offices of
the Committee.

(2) There shall be kept in writing a record
of the proceedings of the Committee, includ-
ing a record of the votes on any question on
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which a record vote is taken. The result of
each such record vote shall be made avail-
able by the Committee for inspection by the
public at reasonable times in the offices of
the Committee and also made publicly avail-
able in electronic form within 48 hours of
such record vote. Information so available
shall include a description of the amend-
ment, motion, order, or other proposition,
the name of each member voting for and
each member voting against such amend-
ment, motion, order, or proposition, and the
names of those members present but not vot-
ing.

(c) Availability of Archived Records.—The
records of the Committee at the National Ar-
chives and Records Administration shall be
made available for public use in accordance
with House rule VII. The Chair shall notify
the Ranking Minority Member of any deci-
sion made by the Clerk of the House, pursu-
ant to clause 4 of House rule VII, to withhold
a record otherwise available, and the matter
shall be presented to the Committee for a
vote on written request of any member of
the Committee.

(d) Availability of Adopted Amendments.—
Not later than 24 hours after the adoption of
any amendment to a measure or matter con-
sidered by the Committee, the Chair shall
cause the text of each such amendment to be
made publicly available in electronic form.

(e) Availability of Publications.—Pursuant
to clause 2(e)(4) of Rule XI of the Rules of
the House, the Committee shall make its
publications available in electronic form to
the maximum extent feasible.

RULE 9.—TRAVEL

(a) Requirements for Travel.—All requests
for travel, funded by the Committee, for
members and staff in connection with activi-
ties or subject matters under the general ju-
risdiction of the Committee, shall be sub-
mitted to the Chair for approval or dis-
approval. All travel requests should be sub-
mitted to the Chair at least five working
days in advance of the proposed travel. For
all travel funded by any other source, notice
shall be given to the Chair at least five
working days in advance of the proposed
travel. All travel requests shall be submitted
to the Chair in writing and include—

(1) The purpose of the travel.

(2) The dates during which the travel is to
occur.

(3) The names of the locations to be visited
and the length of time to be spent in each.

(4) The names of members and staff of the
Committee for whom the authorization is
sought. Travel by the minority shall be sub-
mitted to the Chair via the Ranking Mem-
ber.

(b) Trip Reports.—Members and staff shall
make a written report to the Chair within 15
working days on all travel approved under
this subsection. Reports shall include a de-
scription of their itinerary, expenses, and ac-
tivities, and pertinent information gained as
a result of such travel.

When travel involves majority and minor-
ity members or staff, the majority shall sub-
mit the report to the Chair on behalf of the
majority and minority. The minority may
append additional remarks to the report at
their discretion.

(c) Applicability of House Rules.—Members
and staff of the Committee performing au-
thorized travel on official business shall be
governed by applicable laws, resolutions, and
rules of the House and of the Committee on
House Administration.

RULE 10.—FACILITY NAMING

(a) Facility Naming.—No Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) facility or property
shall be named after any individual by the
Committee unless—

(1) Such individual is deceased and was—
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(A) A veteran who (i) was instrumental in
the construction or the operation of the fa-
cility to be named, or (ii) was a recipient of
the Medal of Honor or, as determined by the
Chair and Ranking Minority Member, other-
wise performed military service of an ex-
traordinarily distinguished character;

(B) A member of the United States House
of Representatives or Senate who had a di-
rect association with such facility;

(C) An Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs,
a Secretary of Veterans Affairs, a Secretary
of Defense or of a service branch, or a mili-
tary or other Federal civilian official of com-
parable or higher rank; or

(D) An individual who, as determined by
the Chair and Ranking Minority Member,
performed outstanding service for veterans.

(2) Each member of the Congressional dele-
gation representing the State in which the
designated facility is located must indicate
in writing such member’s support of the pro-
posal to name such facility after such indi-
vidual. Evidence of a member’s support in
writing may either be in the form of a letter
to the Chair and Ranking Member or co-
sponsorship of legislation proposing to name
the particular VA facility in question.

(3) The pertinent State department or
chapter of each Congressionally chartered
veterans’ organization having a national
membership of at least 500,000 must indicate
in writing its support of such proposal.

(b) The above criteria for naming a VA fa-
cility may be waived by unanimous consent.

RULE 11.—MEDIA COVERAGE

(a) Media Coverage.—Any meeting of the
Committee that is open to the public shall be
open to coverage by radio, television, and
still photography in accordance with the
provisions of clause 4(f) of House rule XI as
follows:

(1) If audio or visual coverage of the hear-
ing or meeting is to be presented to the pub-
lic as live coverage, that coverage shall be
conducted and presented without commer-
cial sponsorship.

(2) The allocation among the television
media of the positions or the number of tele-
vision cameras permitted by a Committee
Chair in a hearing or meeting room shall be
in accordance with fair and equitable proce-
dures devised by the Executive Committee of
the Radio and Television Correspondents’
Galleries.

(3) Television cameras shall be placed so as
not to obstruct in any way the space between
a witness giving evidence or testimony and
any member of the Committee or the visi-
bility of that witness and that member to
each other.

(4) Television cameras shall operate from
fixed positions but may not be placed in posi-
tions that obstruct unnecessarily the cov-
erage of the hearing or meeting by the other
media.

(5) Equipment necessary for coverage by
the television and radio media may not be
installed in, or removed from, the hearing or
meeting room while the Committee is in ses-
sion.

(6)(A) Except as provided in subdivision
(B), floodlights, spotlights, strobe lights, and
flashguns may not be used in providing any
method of coverage of the hearing or meet-
ing.

(B) The television media may install addi-
tional lighting in a hearing or meeting room,
without cost to the Government, in order to
raise the ambient lighting level in a hearing
or meeting room to the lowest level nec-
essary to provide adequate television cov-
erage of a hearing or meeting at the current
state of the art of television coverage.

(7) If requests are made by more of the
media than will be permitted by the Com-
mittee Chair for coverage of a hearing or
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meeting by still photography, that coverage
shall be permitted on the basis of a fair and
equitable pool arrangement devised by the
Standing Committee of Press Photographers.

(8) Photographers may not position them-
selves between the witness table and the
members of the Committee at any time dur-
ing the course of a hearing or meeting.

(9) Photographers may not place them-
selves in positions that obstruct unneces-
sarily the coverage of the hearing by the
other media.

(10) Personnel providing coverage by the
television and radio media shall be currently
accredited to the Radio and Television Cor-
respondents’ Galleries.

(11) Personnel providing coverage by still
photography shall be currently accredited to
the Press Photographers’ Gallery.

(12) Personnel providing coverage by the
television and radio media and by still pho-
tography shall conduct themselves and their
coverage activities in an orderly and unob-
trusive manner.

———

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 461. An act to strengthen the capacity
and competitiveness of historically Black
colleges and universities through robust pub-
lic-sector, private-sector, and community
partnerships and engagement, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and
Reform; in addition, to the Committee on
Education and Labor for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

——————

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on February 12, 2019, she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill:

H.R. 439. To amend the charter of the Fu-
ture Farmers of America, and for other pur-
poses.

——————

ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 52 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, February 14, 2019, at 10 a.m.
for morning-hour debate.

—————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

168. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Trifloxystrobin; Pesticide Toler-
ances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2017-0530; FRI.-9985-23]
received February 8, 2019, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.
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169. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Trifluralin; Pesticide Tolerances
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2017-0420; FRIL-9983-89] re-
ceived February 8, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

170. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — National Emission Standards for
Hazardous Air Pollutants: Wet-Formed Fi-
berglass Mat Production Residual Risk and
Technology Review [EPA-HQ-OAR-2004-0309;
FRL-9988-79-OAR] (RIN: 2060-AT47) received
February 8, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

171. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — National Emission Standards for
Hazardous Air Pollutants: Surface Coating of
Wood Building Products Residual Risk and
Technology Review [EPA-HQ-OAR-2016-0678;
FRL-9988-71-OAR] (RIN: 2060-AT71) received
February 8, 2019, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

172. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Approval and Promulgation of
Implementation Plans; Texas; Reasonable
Further Progress Plan for the Houston-Gal-
veston-Brazoria Ozone Nonattainment Area
[EPA-R06-OAR-2017-0056; FRI.-9988-61-Region
6] received February 8, 2019, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

173. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Clean Air Plans; 2008 8-Hour
Ozone Nonattainment Area Requirements;
San Joaquin Valley, California [EPA-R09-
OAR-2018-0535; FRL-9988-40-Region 9] re-
ceived February 8, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

174. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Air Plan Approval; South Caro-
lina: Revisions to Prevention of Significant
Deterioration Rules [EPA-R04-OAR-2018-0073;
FRI1.-9989-22-Region 4] received February 8,
2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

175. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Air Plan Approval; Wisconsin;
Reasonable Further Progress Plan and Other
Plan Elements for the Moderate Nonattain-
ment Chicago Area for the 2008 Ozone Stand-
ards [EPA-R05-OAR-2017-0212; FRI.-9989-23-
Region 5] received February 8, 2019, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

176. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Approval and Promulgation of
Air Quality Implementation Plans; Mary-
land; Reasonably Available Control Tech-
nology (RACT) State Implementation Plan
(SIP) Under the 2008 Ozone National Ambient
Quality Standard (NAAQS) [EPA-R03-OAR-
2018-0508; FRI1.-9989-15-Region 3] received Feb-
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ruary 8, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

177. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Approval and Promulgation of
Implementation Plans; California; South
Coast Serious Area Plan for the 2006 PM2.5
NAAQS [EPA-R09-OAR-2017-0490; FRI1.-9988-
60-Region 9] received February 8, 2019, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

178. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-603, ‘“Warehousing and Storage Emi-
nent Domain Authority Temporary Act of
2018”°, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Reform.

179. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-596, ‘‘Senior Strategic Plan Amend-
ment Act of 2018, pursuant to Public Law
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

180. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-597, “‘District of Columbia Education
Research Practice Partnership Establish-
ment and Audit Act of 2018, pursuant to
Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
814); to the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form.

181. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-598, “Risk Management and Own Risk
and Solvency Assessment Act of 2018, pur-
suant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Reform.

182. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-599, “‘Temporary Parking Permit Lim-
itation Regulation Amendment Act of 2018,
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1);
(87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Reform.

183. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-600, ‘‘District Historical Records Advi-
sory Board Amendment Act of 2018”°, pursu-
ant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Reform.

184. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-601, ‘‘Southwest Waterfront Park Bus
Prohibition Act of 2018, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

185. A letter from the Chairman, Council of
the District of Columbia, transmitting D.C.
Act 22-602, ‘“‘East End Health Equity Amend-
ment Act of 2018, pursuant to Public Law
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

186. A letter from the Program Analyst,
NHTSA, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Federal Motor Vehicle Theft Prevention
Standard; Final Listing of 2017 Light Duty
Truck Lines Subject to the Requirements of
This Standard and Exempted Vehicle Lines
for Model Year 2017 [Docket No.: NHTSA-
2016-0046] (RIN: 2127-AL72) February 8, 2019,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

187. A letter from the Ombudsman, Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Fees for the
Unified Carrier Registration Plan and Agree-
ment [Docket No.: FMCSA-2018-0068] (RIN:
2126-AC12) received February 8, 2019, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
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