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the Kuwaiti Government to celebrate
Kuwait’s independence at the Trump
Hotel.

While Kuwait is a close ally of the
United States, I feel compelled to de-
cline the invitation. We must reject
the culture of corruption that sur-
rounds President Trump and his fam-
ily.

President Trump promised he would
drain the swamp. He promised to put
the interests of the American people
before his own. Yet he has used his of-
fice to enrich himself further.

According to USA Today, the Presi-
dent earned—get ready for this—$40
million from his Washington hotel just
in 2017. This includes $350,000 in cam-
paign funds and events hosted by the
Republican National Committee.

As we press foreign nations to better
their own governments, it is clear that
President Trump has reduced Amer-
ica’s moral authority.

I remind the President of Article II,
Section 1 of the Constitution, which
prohibits the President from receiving
gifts from a foreign power without the
consent of Congress.

We must restore America’s faith in
our democracy. That is why I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues to
hold the Trump administration fully
accountable for their misdeeds.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———

RECOGNIZING CHARLIE DANIEL ON
HIS RETIREMENT

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the career of one of
my district’s most notable journalistic
figures, Charlie Daniel. He spent the
last six decades as a political car-
toonist in Knoxville and retired this
year.

He is a marine, like my brother-in-
law, Cliff Worsham, and my father, and
he served his country admirably. His
retirement is a loss to our community.

I have never known a time when you
couldn’t open the Knoxville News Sen-
tinel to see Charlie’s latest cartoon
taking one politician or another to
task. Quite often, Mr. Speaker, it was
me, because Charlie and I didn’t always
get along or see eye to eye, and I have
forgiven him for his transgressions.

Mr. Speaker, he was and is one of the
best. I have been made fun of by people
all over the world, but my friend Char-
lie is my favorite. His cartoons were
razor sharp while still being respectful.

Comic artists that I grew up looking
at, like Steve Ditko, Frank Frazetta,
Neal Adams, and Joe Kubert, are prob-
ably more famous but never were as
creative as Charlie is. He is a Ten-
nessee Journalism Hall of Fame in-
ductee and has been recognized by the
National Cartoonists Society.
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Mr. Speaker, I am honored to call
him my dear friend, and I know I speak
for many in east Tennessee when I say
that the morning paper isn’t the same
without him.

——————

HONORING PARKLAND SHOOTING
VICTIMS

(Mrs. MURPHY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the victims of
the shooting at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School on February 14,
2018.

It was just a year ago that we lost 17
lives at the hands of a gunman as part
of the terrible epidemic that is gun vio-
lence in America. Fourteen of these
were young students with a bright fu-
ture ahead of them.

Today, I am here to honor the memo-
ries of Alyssa, Martin, Nicholas, Jaime,
Luke, Cara, Gina, Joaquin, Alaina,
Meadow, Helena, Alex, Carmen, and
Peter and the three courageous staff
members: Scott, Aaron, and Chris.

May their souls in Heaven be a guid-
ing light to us here on Earth as we con-
tinue to fight against gun violence, be-
cause no parent wants to send their
kids to school, to church, or to a movie
theater worried about whether they
may ever come home.

It took less than 7 minutes for a gun-
man in Parkland, Florida, to try to
erase these 17 people, but he could not
and will not be able to erase them from
the memories of their loved ones.

Today we remember their lives by
saying their names, and we honor them
by taking action. We can and must act.
I, for one, will never stop fighting to
honor their legacies and make our
communities safer by ending gun vio-
lence. We as a nation shall never for-
get.

——
PROTECT BORN-ALIVE CHILDREN

(Mr. SPANO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, 1 rise
today to enthusiastically support Con-
gresswoman WAGNER’s born-alive bill, a
bill that would protect children born
after a failed abortion from further at-
tempts on their lives.

This is not a liberal or conservative
issue. This is not a Democratic or Re-
publican issue. This is not a political
issue, even. It is a moral issue, and
moral issues have a way of being unde-
niable.

It is a universal truth that laws pro-
tect the living; and while many of us
cannot agree when life begins, I am
confident that everyone in this House
would agree that life begins at least at
birth. More importantly, I am con-
fident that the vast majority of the
American people would agree that a
child born alive is, in fact, alive.

I understand there may be attempts
to prevent a vote on this bill to protect
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Members who are against the born-
alive bill, but, no, it is impossible to
protect politicians from the moral con-
victions of the American people, and
history is unkind to those who try.

I urge Members from both parties to
see the born-alive bill as an oppor-
tunity to foster bipartisanship in this
House.

Supporting this bill does not make
you antiabortion or against a woman’s
right to choose; it simply ensures that
laws already in place are enforced to
protect the most vulnerable among us.

———

GUN VIOLENCE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, we
have spent a very long day in the Judi-
ciary Committee working on legisla-
tion to respond to the American peo-
ple’s cry for universal background
checks, but I rise as well, in the back-
drop of that legislation, to stand for
the victims of gun violence.

I think it is important to note that
America has 329 million people-plus
here in the United States, and it is
growing every day. But we have 393
million guns here in this country. We
have lost, in this past year, almost
40,000 people to gun violence.

I believe it is important, in a bipar-
tisan way, that, when we are here in
the people’s House, we act on behalf of
the American people. They want fair,
simple universal background checks,
which I hope will be on this floor very
soon.

Let me close by giving my deepest
sympathy to the family, friends, and
staff of Walter Jones. I viewed him as
a great American, a great public serv-
ant, and one of great principle. I know
that Walter, in his life and now in his
passing, will wish for this Nation peace
and dignity for all of those men and
women who serve in the United States
military.

May he rest in peace.

SUPREME COURT ETHICS

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, in recent years, some Americans
suspect that politics has infected our
courts, particularly the United States
Supreme Court. This troubling trend
threatens our democracy when the
independence of our judiciary is ques-
tioned.

Last week, I introduced a bill that
requires the Judicial Conference of the
United States to create a code of eth-
ical conduct for the TU.S. Supreme
Court.

Unlike Federal judges, Supreme
Court Justices are exempt from the
code of conduct. The Supreme Court
Ethics Act changes that.

Supreme Court Justices should not
be exempt from adhering to the stand-
ards other Federal judges must follow.
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Passage of this necessary ethical re-
form would restore the public’s con-
fidence and perception that the judici-
ary is independent, impartial, and apo-
litical; and it would protect public con-
fidence in the rule of law, the inviola-
bility of the judiciary and the incom-
parable and unique role it plays in the
delicate system of checks and balances
that sustains our democracy.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF REP-
RESENTATIVE WALTER JONES,
JR.

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of my colleague, Rep-
resentative Walter Jones, Jr.

For 24 years, Congressman Jones rep-
resented the people of North Carolina’s
Third Congressional District with pride
and integrity. In his quarter century in
service to our great country, Congress-
man JONES was a steadfast voice and
advocate for North Carolina.

He was unafraid to put people before
politics and was a dedicated public
servant. He was a principled leader. He
stood firmly for what he believed and
wasn’t afraid to admit when he made a
mistake.

Second Corinthians 5:8 reminds us
that ““ . . . to be absent from the body
is to be present with the Lord.” I pray
that Congressman Jones has now found
the peace that he sought.

To his wife, Joe Anne, and daughter,
Ashley, please know that Walter Jones
left an indelible mark upon our State
and Nation, and he will be missed.

———

PROTECT BABIES BORN ALIVE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentlewoman from In-
diana (Mrs. WALORSKI) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the topic of this Spe-
cial Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today alongside my colleagues to speak
out against the radical and dangerous
policies being pursued by Democratic
leadership and State legislators across
the country.

In New York, a new law legalizes
what amounts to infanticide—allowing
abortions up to and even after birth for
almost any reason—and ends the safe-
guards that protect babies born alive
after an abortion attempt.
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In Virginia, a similar bill is under
consideration that could lead to babies
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being denied lifesaving medical care.
As Governor Ralph Northam put it:
“The infant would be kept comfortable

and then a discussion would
ensue.”

I think this is sickening. That is why
my colleagues and I have called for the
House vote on H.R. 962, the Born-Alive
Abortion Survivors Protection Act, a
commonsense bill to require that med-
ical care—just medical care—be pro-
vided to children who survive a failed
abortion.

Sadly, Democratic leadership in the
House is standing in the way and refus-
ing even to allow an up-or-down vote
on this issue. This is not a partisan
issue. It is simply what is right.

We have got to stand together
against this radical and inhumane
agenda. We must act to protect the
rights of all infants.

I am grateful to be joined in this call
by so many of my colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from the Third District of
Washington (Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER).

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr.
Speaker, it is a privilege to get to be
here on this floor, and I get to share
my story.

In mid-2013 my husband, Dan, and I
went in for our 20-week ultrasound as
excited first-time parents. We were not
prepared for what we were told. We
were told our unborn baby had a zero
percent chance at survival. There were
no kidneys. It was a condition called
bilateral renal agenesis, or Potter’s
syndrome. As a result, our baby would
either miscarry or be born unable to
breathe because her lungs wouldn’t de-
velop. She would literally suffocate
upon arrival if we brought her to term.

I, of course, was encouraged from
physicians to abort my baby. While
there are many reasons that Ilead
women to make that decision, Dr. Jen-
nifer Gunter, who is a women’s health
advocate, asserts that ‘‘terminations
after 24 weeks are for severe fetal
anomalies.”

Now, our baby’s diagnosis wasn’t just
severe; it was without any glimmer of
hope. Being told that that wriggling,
alive, kicking child in your stomach
will certainly die doesn’t just take the
breath out of your lungs, it is like hell
screaming in your face, and it leads to
fear.

Miraculously, our doctors were
wrong. We pushed forward with that
pregnancy and were successful. We had
seen something that had never hap-
pened before: my baby developed lungs
in utero without kidneys. It was an im-
possible outcome to the medical world
at that time.

In good faith, our doctors had given
us their honest, professional opinions.
But guess what. Doctors aren’t infal-
lible.

While we wouldn’t have known this if
we hadn’t tried to overcome this diag-
nosis—and through divine intervention
and some amazing doctors who were
willing to charter new waters, lit-
erally—we now get to experience our
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daughter, Abigail, who is holding the
Bible for the swearing-in standing next
to me and Speaker PELOSI, a healthy,
happy b5-year-old who is a big sister.
She says that some day she is going to
be the boss of Mommy’s work.

Look out, Speaker PELOSI.

So since our story became public, I
have talked to moms all over the world
who, like me, carried their babies into
the second and third trimesters hoping
to deliver and then are given dev-
astating diagnoses. But what if the
doctor is wrong about their babies,
too?

Abigail was the first to survive her
condition, but because of her break-
through, she is not the only survivor
now.

Radical legislation in New York and
Virginia has recently brought late-
term or partial-birth abortion into the
spotlight. But what if we used this dis-
cussion to go on the offensive against
the potential disease instead of attack-
ing the pregnancy itself?

Some parents have been presented
with scary prenatal tests that can
produce false alarms. These same ear-
nest, loving, would-be parents have
made permanent decisions based on
what could be incorrect information.

What if the baby won’t have that sig-
nificant health condition or disability
after all? Or even if she does, what
about the loving families eager to raise
a child in anticipation of her living a
full and fulfilling life?

We got to hear Frank Stephens, an
exceptionally joy-filled disability
champion with Down syndrome, de-
scribe, at a congressional hearing, how
he is a medical gift to society in that
his extra chromosome might lead to
the answer to Alzheimer’s. Science
bears this out.

Our society celebrates the term, ‘‘di-
versity.” Shouldn’t that mean full di-
versity, which includes all physical and
mental abilities, or disabilities as some
call it?

We step onto very shaky ground
when we start deciding who lives or
dies based on one’s abilities or, pos-
sibly, lack thereof in utero because, de-
spite our best intentions or the best in-
tentions of the messenger—doctor or
otherwise—there is a limit to what
science can predict.

That is not naivete speaking. That is
coming from the mom of a child who
was given a zero percent chance of sur-
vival based on, at the time, sound
science.

Now this kiddo has a full, adult life
ahead of her, and those of us who know
her are privileged, immeasurably.

Do you know what? Every single
child, regardless of their ability, has
that same potential if we only give
them that chance.

I believe that care, understanding,
and compassion are needed at every
stage of a woman’s maternal journey.
But to me, that means empowering
mothers to dwell in the realm of the
possible, not the impossible, even if it
has never been tried before.
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