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government is not shut down and that
we go about the business of working on
this year’s budget, hopefully, reaching
an agreement to reduce the cost of pre-
scription drugs; to reduce the cost of
healthcare; to protect people’s insur-
ance for preexisting conditions; and
maybe, just maybe, reach an agree-
ment on a bipartisan infrastructure
package. That is the business at hand,
and that is what we ought to be focused
on.

CONGRATULATING UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA,

MERCED

Mr. COSTA. Finally, on an upbeat
note, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the University of California at
Merced in my district being named one
of the country’s universities of the
year by Education Dive, which honors
education’s top innovators.

One of the newest research univer-
sities in the entire country, it is a tes-
tament to UC Merced’s forward-think-
ing approach, which has been integral
in increasing opportunity to improve
the quality of education for Califor-
nia’s San Joaquin Valley and the en-
tire system of the University of Cali-
fornia.

UC Merced prides itself in having the
largest share of low-income, first-gen-
eration, and underrepresented students
among all the University of Califor-
nia’s campuses. It is the first minority-
majority campus in California, with
over 8,000 students.

It has been a pleasure to watch the
university grow over the last 13 years
and an honor to meet its educators,
students, and alumni who make up a
tight, close-knit community.

Go Bobcats.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 49
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
[ 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

As we meditate on all the blessings of
life, our fervent prayer, O God, is that
people will learn to live together in
reconciliation and respect so that the
terrors of war and of dictatorial abuse
will be no more.

May Your special blessings be upon
the Members of this assembly in the
important, sometimes difficult, work
they do. We thank You for having in-
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spired those who fashioned a bipartisan
agreement earlier this week. Continue
to give all Members wisdom and char-
ity that they might work together for
the common good.

May all that is done this day in the
people’s House be for Your greater
honor and glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. DELGADO. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. DELGADO. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. ALLEN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. ALLEN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————
HONORING SOJOURNER TRUTH

(Mr. DELGADO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DELGADO. Madam Speaker,
today I rise to honor Sojourner Truth.
Born a slave in Ulster County in 1797,
she ran away to freedom with her in-
fant daughter in 1827. She then chal-
lenged the illegal sale of her son to a
slave owner and was the first Black
woman to win such a case against a
White man. She spent the rest of her
life as a national leader in the aboli-
tionist movement, challenging the
norms of her time by advocating for
gender and racial equality and for the
right to vote.

Her bust is displayed here in the Cap-
itol in Emancipation Hall, the first
sculpture here to honor an African
American woman.

It is an unbelievable honor as well as
incredibly humbling to stand here dur-
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ing this Black History Month, as the
first African American Congressman
from Upstate New York, to recognize
the life of a true American hero.

I hope and pray that we as a nation
continue to honor her legacy and so
many others who have committed their
lives to ensuring America live up to
the promise of true equality for all.

———
RAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise
in opposition to legislation that my
Democratic colleagues are pushing to
raise the Federal minimum wage to $15
an hour—more than double its current
level.

As a member of the House Education
and Labor Committee, I participated in
a hearing last week to speak against
this radical proposal that will hurt
low-skilled workers and small busi-
nesses the most. I am a proud small
business owner, and I know for a fact
that businesses pay wages according to
their employees’ skill set. In a free en-
terprise environment, a growing econ-
omy grows jobs which grows opportuni-
ties which grows wages.

I believe you reward a good day’s
work, but my Democratic colleagues
don’t want to believe that we can
produce economic opportunity in con-
cert with growing wages without the
government interfering.

Signing the front of the paycheck
and providing folks with a good job has
been one of the greatest privileges of
my life. That is why I oppose the Raise
the Wage Act. This one-size-fits-all,
top-down government regulation will
destroy millions of hard-earned jobs
and restrain our growing economy.

Democrats should focus on economic
growth and getting the American peo-
ple back to work, not an unpopular,
progressive agenda.

————

HONORING THE FAMILIES OF
VETERANS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, last
year, veterans from northern Cali-
fornia brought an issue to our atten-
tion. Due to a flaw in the current law,
the Department of Veterans’ Affairs
cannot include almost any information
about the spouse of a veteran on a VA-
provided tombstone at a non-VA ceme-
tery.

That is why last week I introduced
the Honoring Veterans’ Families Act
to rectify this issue and allow the
spouse of a veteran to be included on
the veteran’s grave marker on their
death.

With all that veterans and their fam-
ilies sacrifice for this country, is that
too much to ask?
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Every veteran should have the oppor-
tunity to include their spouse on their
own tombstone should they wish to do
SO.
I would like to thank my colleague
from California (Mr. PANETTA), a vet-
eran himself, for joining with me to
correct this oversight in a bipartisan
effort. Honoring the families of our
veterans is something that everyone
can and should support.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
DEGETTE) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 13, 2019.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
February 13, 2019, at 11:40 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 47.

That the Senate passed S. 461.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

——
BORDER SECURITY

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARRIS. Madam Speaker, in the
next few days, we are going to be asked
to take another step on our journey to
securing our border.

The Congress has to take this very
seriously because we have tens of thou-
sands of people dying every year from
drug overdoses with a lot of those
drugs crossing our southern border.
Just a few weeks ago we seized hun-
dreds of pounds of fentanyl, a drug that
can kill millions of people and, in fact,
has taken tens of thousands of lives.

We know our border is unsecured. We
have to do whatever we can to give the
President and the Department of
Homeland Security the ability to pro-
tect our southern border.

———

MARJORY STONEMAN DOUGLAS
HIGH SCHOOL

(Mr. CROW asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CROW. Madam Speaker, I rise in
memory of the 17 students killed near-
ly 1 year ago today at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School. They
deserve more than our remembrance,
though. They deserve action and the
promise that we as a country will do
better. I speak today as a father, as a
soldier, as a sportsman, and as a resi-
dent of Aurora, Colorado.

I respect the Second Amendment and
our heritage of responsible gun owner-
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ship, but I learned while serving our
country that citizenship comes with
duties to our fellow Americans. One of
those duties is to ensure that our fel-
low citizens can live without fear and
safely pursue their dreams and ambi-
tions. I was sent here to speak the
truth, and the truth is we are not ful-
filling that duty to one another.

So let us be the generation who has
the courage to stand up to the gun
lobby and to the special interests. Let
us be the generation that recognizes
that citizenship comes with responsi-
bility. I know we can be that genera-
tion.

The question is: Can we be that Con-
gress?

I call on my colleagues to pass H.R.
8 and reinstitute the ban on assault
weapons to keep our kids and our com-
munities safe.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
REPUBLICAN LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable KEVIN
MCcCARTHY, Republican Leader:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 8, 2019.
Hon.NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to H. Res.
6 Sec. 104(a), I am pleased to appoint the fol-
lowing Member to the House Democracy
Partnership to serve as the Ranking Repub-
lican Member:

The Honorable Vern Buchanan of Florida

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter.

Sincerely,
KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Republican Leader.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.J. RES. 37, REMOVAL OF
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES
FROM HOSTILITIES IN YEMEN
THAT HAVE NOT BEEN AUTHOR-
IZED BY CONGRESS; WAIVING A
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a)
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS REPORTED FROM
THE COMMITTEE ON RULES; AND
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE
RULES

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 122 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 122

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the joint resolution (H.J.
Res. 37) directing the removal of United
States Armed Forces from hostilities in the
Republic of Yemen that have not been au-
thorized by Congress. The first reading of the
joint resolution shall be dispensed with. All
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points of order against consideration of the
joint resolution are waived. General debate
shall be confined to the joint resolution and
shall not exceed one hour equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs. After general debate the joint reso-
lution shall be considered for amendment
under the five-minute rule. It shall be in
order to consider as an original joint resolu-
tion for the purpose of amendment under the
five-minute rule an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the text of
Rules Committee Print 116-4. That amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be
considered as read. All points of order
against that amendment in the nature of a
substitute are waived. No amendment to
that amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be in order except those printed
in the report of the Committee on Rules ac-
companying this resolution. Each such
amendment may be offered only in the order
printed in the report, may be offered only by
a Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. All points of order
against such amendments are waived. At the
conclusion of consideration of the joint reso-
lution for amendment the Committee shall
rise and report the joint resolution to the
House with such amendments as may have
been adopted. Any Member may demand a
separate vote in the House on any amend-
ment adopted in the Committee of the Whole
to the joint resolution or to the amendment
in the nature of a substitute made in order
as original text. The previous question shall
be considered as ordered on the joint resolu-
tion and amendments thereto to final pas-
sage without intervening motion except one
motion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions.

SEC. 2. The requirement of clause 6(a) of
rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to consider a
report from the Committee on Rules on the
same day it is presented to the House is
waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported through the legislative day of Feb-
ruary 17, 2019, relating to a measure making
or continuing appropriations for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2019.

SEC. 3. It shall be in order at any time
through the calendar day of February 17,
2019, for the Speaker to entertain motions
that the House suspend the rules as though
under clause 1 of rule XV. The Speaker or
her designee shall consult with the Minority
Leader or his designee on the designation of
any matter for consideration pursuant to
this section.

SEC. 4. The chair of the Committee on Ap-
propriations may insert in the Congressional
Record not later than February 17, 2019, such
material as she may deem explanatory of
measures making or continuing appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2019.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts is recog-
nized for 1 hour.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from OKklahoma (Mr. COLE), my
good friend, who is the ranking mem-
ber of the Rules Committee, pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.
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