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Fortunately, we have made great 

strides in access to dental care, par-
ticularly for children, since 
Deamonte’s death in 2007. Passage of 
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act and the Af-
fordable Care Act have filled the gaps 
in dental care for children who are eli-
gible for these programs. This has 
given many children across this great 
Nation access to dental care and many 
families greater peace of mind regard-
ing their children’s health. 

Maryland has also made significant 
progress in access to dental healthcare 
over the last several years and now 
stands as a national model thanks, 
sadly, to Deamonte Driver. 

Through the work of many groups 
and organizations, more Maryland chil-
dren are visiting a dentist, and dental 
health is a priority in our great State. 
In 2017, almost 70 percent of the Mary-
land children enrolled in Medicaid re-
ceived at least one dental care service. 

The Maryland Department of Health 
also funds specific programs, such as 
the Oral Disease and Injury Prevention 
Program and the Dental Sealants Pro-
gram, that cares for and educates thou-
sands of children, including right there 
at the schools. 

Yet, even with these improvements 
in access to education, there is more 
that must be done to protect dental 
health in honor of that little boy, 
Deamonte Driver. That is why I am 
proud to rise in support of dental care 
during Children’s Dental Health Month 
and encourage everyone to take advan-
tage of oral health education, 
screenings, preventive care, and restor-
ative services in their community. 

It is also why I plan to reintroduce 
my Comprehensive Dental Reform Act 
this Congress, which, among other 
things, would provide comprehensive 
dental coverage to all Medicare, Med-
icaid, and VA beneficiaries and make 
dental care an essential health benefit 
for adults under the Affordable Care 
Act. 

Dental services must no longer be 
thought of as an optional health ben-
efit for children or adults. 

f 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. TORRES) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. TORRES of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate 
Black History Month and to honor 
countless African American leaders 
throughout our history who have 
pushed relentlessly to make our Union 
one that is more just and more equi-
table for all people. 

We recognize the incredible progress 
that they made possible and the work 
that we still need to do to ensure that 
opportunity isn’t something that is de-
termined by the color of our skin. 

We honor the courageous and deter-
mined everyday men and women, like 
Medgar Evers and Fannie Lou Hamer, 
who challenged every barrier in our so-

ciety and set a path for the activists of 
today, like Patricia Nickols-Butler, 
the CEO of Community Action Part-
nership. She has dedicated her entire 
life to making sure that not one single 
family in San Bernardino County is 
left behind by providing them with the 
resources they need to succeed. 

We honor educators like Maxine 
Smith, who fought discrimination in 
our classrooms to give every child an 
equal opportunity to learn, and leaders 
in the Inland Empire like Dr. Soraya 
M. Coley, the president of Cal Poly Po-
mona, who is committed to helping 
every student reach his and her full po-
tential; trailblazers like San 
Bernardino County’s first Black 
schoolteacher, Dorothy Inghram, who 
taught every child to reach for the 
stars and never give up, or Dr. Eric 
Bishop, the vice president of student 
services at Chaffey College, who has 
been a guiding force for every student 
when the going got tough. 

We honor the countless Black vet-
erans who fought for our freedoms in 
every war, from the Revolutionary War 
to our current conflicts in the Middle 
East, and law enforcement officers who 
put their own lives on the line every 
single day to keep our communities 
safe. We salute Chief Derek Williams of 
the Ontario Police Department, whose 
commitment to service began in the 
Air Force. 

We honor the public servants like 
Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm, the 
first African American woman elected 
to Congress, who showed us what it 
meant to be ‘‘unbought and unbossed’’ 
and made way for the historic number 
of women running for office today; and 
Wilmer Amina Carter, the first African 
American woman to represent San 
Bernardino County in the California 
State Assembly. Throughout her time 
in office, she worked to improve the 
lives of people in her community by 
passing laws to strengthen healthcare, 
safety, transportation, and help create 
jobs. 

We honor the moral leadership of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., who made 
America listen—listen—to its con-
science and sacrificed his life to ad-
vance civil rights for each and every 
one of us. 

And we honor Pastor Chuck Sin-
gleton of Loveland Church in Ontario 
and Rialto, whose words provide com-
fort and healing here at home and 
abroad through his humanitarian 
work. 

The successes of African American 
leaders reach far and wide and are 
deeply entrenched in each of our lives. 
May we all take the time to uplift the 
immeasurable contributions that Afri-
can American leaders have made to our 
country this month and every single 
day of the year. May we renew our 
commitment and join them to pick up 
the fight for equality, opportunity, and 
justice for all Americans. 

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, last month 
we commemorated Holocaust Remem-
brance Day. It is important that we al-
ways take note because, sadly, geno-
cide and anti-Semitism continues to 
exist in the 21st century. As the philos-
opher George Santayana once ex-
plained: Those who do not learn his-
tory are doomed to repeat it. 

Yes. An important episode in the his-
tory of the Holocaust is the story of 
Aristides de Sousa Mendes, a Por-
tuguese diplomat, who was the con-
sular general in Bordeaux, France, in 
the late 1930s, 1940, and 1941. As a Por-
tuguese diplomat in Bordeaux, France, 
at the outset of the Second World War, 
Sousa Mendes is credited with saving 
the lives of tens of thousands of Euro-
pean Jews fleeing the Holocaust. 

As a proud Portuguese American and 
the co-chair of the Congressional Por-
tuguese Caucus, I am glad that later 
this year we will be hosting a screening 
of the film, ‘‘Disobedience: The Sousa 
Mendes Story,’’ in partnership with the 
Sousa Mendes Foundation. 
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We must learn from our history so 
that the atrocities of the past are 
never repeated in the future. We re-
member, and we pledge to never, ever 
forget. 

Speaking of atrocities, sadly, they do 
continue to exist around the world. 
This week, we will have an oppor-
tunity, as Congress, to go on record to 
discuss the challenges of the civil war 
going on in Yemen and America’s par-
ticipation in that effort. 

It is high time Congress reassert 
itself in terms of our checks and bal-
ances. We have abdicated our role far 
too often in terms of declaring what 
America’s actions and interventions 
will be like around the world. This 
week, we will have an opportunity to 
go on record on the atrocities that are 
taking place in Yemen and, hopefully, 
be a positive force for change. 

In addition to our efforts this week, a 
looming deadline on February 15 is be-
fore us, and that is whether we will 
reach an agreement on proposed border 
security and continue to fund this gov-
ernment to the end of our fiscal year. 
It is wrong, and it is irresponsible to 
ever shut down government. 

In the 14 years that I have been a 
Member of Congress, I have never voted 
to shut down government. It is not just 
the hundreds and thousands of Federal 
employees who are at risk, who have 
home payments, car payments, and 
other obligations, but all the other 
contractors and people who do business 
with the Federal Government or who 
are indirectly impacted. 

We have held hearings throughout 
my district. I hope that before the end 
of this week, we will reach a bipartisan 
agreement on border security. I hope 
that we will continue to ensure that 
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government is not shut down and that 
we go about the business of working on 
this year’s budget, hopefully, reaching 
an agreement to reduce the cost of pre-
scription drugs; to reduce the cost of 
healthcare; to protect people’s insur-
ance for preexisting conditions; and 
maybe, just maybe, reach an agree-
ment on a bipartisan infrastructure 
package. That is the business at hand, 
and that is what we ought to be focused 
on. 
CONGRATULATING UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, 

MERCED 

Mr. COSTA. Finally, on an upbeat 
note, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the University of California at 
Merced in my district being named one 
of the country’s universities of the 
year by Education Dive, which honors 
education’s top innovators. 

One of the newest research univer-
sities in the entire country, it is a tes-
tament to UC Merced’s forward-think-
ing approach, which has been integral 
in increasing opportunity to improve 
the quality of education for Califor-
nia’s San Joaquin Valley and the en-
tire system of the University of Cali-
fornia. 

UC Merced prides itself in having the 
largest share of low-income, first-gen-
eration, and underrepresented students 
among all the University of Califor-
nia’s campuses. It is the first minority- 
majority campus in California, with 
over 8,000 students. 

It has been a pleasure to watch the 
university grow over the last 13 years 
and an honor to meet its educators, 
students, and alumni who make up a 
tight, close-knit community. 

Go Bobcats. 
f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 49 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

As we meditate on all the blessings of 
life, our fervent prayer, O God, is that 
people will learn to live together in 
reconciliation and respect so that the 
terrors of war and of dictatorial abuse 
will be no more. 

May Your special blessings be upon 
the Members of this assembly in the 
important, sometimes difficult, work 
they do. We thank You for having in-

spired those who fashioned a bipartisan 
agreement earlier this week. Continue 
to give all Members wisdom and char-
ity that they might work together for 
the common good. 

May all that is done this day in the 
people’s House be for Your greater 
honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. DELGADO. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a 
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. DELGADO. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 

rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. ALLEN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. ALLEN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING SOJOURNER TRUTH 

(Mr. DELGADO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DELGADO. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Sojourner Truth. 
Born a slave in Ulster County in 1797, 
she ran away to freedom with her in-
fant daughter in 1827. She then chal-
lenged the illegal sale of her son to a 
slave owner and was the first Black 
woman to win such a case against a 
White man. She spent the rest of her 
life as a national leader in the aboli-
tionist movement, challenging the 
norms of her time by advocating for 
gender and racial equality and for the 
right to vote. 

Her bust is displayed here in the Cap-
itol in Emancipation Hall, the first 
sculpture here to honor an African 
American woman. 

It is an unbelievable honor as well as 
incredibly humbling to stand here dur-

ing this Black History Month, as the 
first African American Congressman 
from Upstate New York, to recognize 
the life of a true American hero. 

I hope and pray that we as a nation 
continue to honor her legacy and so 
many others who have committed their 
lives to ensuring America live up to 
the promise of true equality for all. 

f 

RAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE 

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in opposition to legislation that my 
Democratic colleagues are pushing to 
raise the Federal minimum wage to $15 
an hour—more than double its current 
level. 

As a member of the House Education 
and Labor Committee, I participated in 
a hearing last week to speak against 
this radical proposal that will hurt 
low-skilled workers and small busi-
nesses the most. I am a proud small 
business owner, and I know for a fact 
that businesses pay wages according to 
their employees’ skill set. In a free en-
terprise environment, a growing econ-
omy grows jobs which grows opportuni-
ties which grows wages. 

I believe you reward a good day’s 
work, but my Democratic colleagues 
don’t want to believe that we can 
produce economic opportunity in con-
cert with growing wages without the 
government interfering. 

Signing the front of the paycheck 
and providing folks with a good job has 
been one of the greatest privileges of 
my life. That is why I oppose the Raise 
the Wage Act. This one-size-fits-all, 
top-down government regulation will 
destroy millions of hard-earned jobs 
and restrain our growing economy. 

Democrats should focus on economic 
growth and getting the American peo-
ple back to work, not an unpopular, 
progressive agenda. 

f 

HONORING THE FAMILIES OF 
VETERANS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, last 
year, veterans from northern Cali-
fornia brought an issue to our atten-
tion. Due to a flaw in the current law, 
the Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
cannot include almost any information 
about the spouse of a veteran on a VA- 
provided tombstone at a non-VA ceme-
tery. 

That is why last week I introduced 
the Honoring Veterans’ Families Act 
to rectify this issue and allow the 
spouse of a veteran to be included on 
the veteran’s grave marker on their 
death. 

With all that veterans and their fam-
ilies sacrifice for this country, is that 
too much to ask? 
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