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In my home State of Florida, we are
blessed to have access to traditional
public schools, charter schools, magnet
schools, private schools, online learn-
ing, and home schooling. These diverse
programs provide kids with different
opportunities to excel in the learning
environment that works best for them.

I think specifically of Hunter Frost,
a young man with autism who I have
gotten to know very well. Hunter at-
tended Pepin Academies, a tuition-free
charter school in our district that spe-
cializes in teaching students with
learning and learning-related disabil-
ities.

Hunter thrived at Pepin Academies,
graduating third in his class. He went
on to receive his associate’s degree
from Hillsborough Community College
with an A average and has been accept-
ed by my alma mater, the University of
South Florida, where he plans to begin
this fall.

Madam Speaker, I am proud to have
Hunter as an intern in my office, and I
look forward to his success and to see-
ing him excel in college and beyond.

————

SOLIDARITY IN SALARY

(Mr. ROSE of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROSE of New York. Madam
Speaker, I rise today in support of the
Solidarity in Salary Act, which would
withhold paychecks from Members of
Congress, the President, and the Vice
President during a shutdown.

Everyone right now is trying to fig-
ure out who won the shutdown and who
lost it. Well, here is the deal: Nobody
won this thing, but the American peo-
ple lost. We failed them. We turned our
back on them, and they suffered.

Keeping the government open and
running is our most basic responsi-
bility. It is what our constituents ask
of us. In just 3 weeks we managed to
make them question whether Members
of Congress were born without common
sense, or whether we just get a frontal
lobotomy after we are sworn in. And
what did we get out of putting them
through this misery? Nothing.

All that happened is we arrived at
the same basic truth that we knew 5
weeks ago: that we had a deal. In these
Halls we love to kiss up to vets, and
cops, and firemen. All we do is thank
them for their service, and rightfully
so, because they put it all on the line
each and every day.

But it is time that we actually try to
emulate their service here. Because
what they do, what they have to en-
dure is that when they fail at their job,
people die. People get hurt, and they
have to live with that for the rest of
their lives.

All this bill is talking about is us
having skin in the game and not get-
ting paid. We, as Members of Congress,
should be feeling the same pain that we
just inflicted on the American people.
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SHUTDOWN TO END ALL
SHUTDOWNS

(Mrs. CRAIG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CRAIG. Madam Speaker, like
many of my colleagues, I came to
Washington to work across the aisle
and create economic opportunities for
Minnesota families.

Since I have gotten here, I have regu-
larly met with Democrats and Repub-
licans to discuss the issues so many
Americans talk about around the
kitchen table: better schools for their
children, a fair shot at economic secu-
rity for their family, and healthcare
they can afford.

We have also discussed over the last
several weeks the shutdown. This must
never happen again. Yesterday, I joined
many of my colleagues, freshman col-
leagues, to introduce a bill to prevent
another shutdown, the Shutdown to
End All Shutdowns Act.

This would prevent Federal workers
from being used as pawns in future po-
litical negotiations. Our bill creates
strong incentives to prevent another
shutdown from occurring by with-
holding pay from Members of Congress
and the executive branch, while forcing
lawmakers to remain in Washington
until a deal is reached.

Additionally, the bill ensures that
the government will continue running,
even if we can’t get to an appropria-
tions bill.

Americans deserve better. We can do
better for them. I urge my colleagues
to join me in supporting the Shutdown
to End All Shutdowns Act and take a
stand to never put politics over the
American people again.

—————

VIETNAMESE LOC HUNG GARDEN
EVICTION

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, today
I rise to bring attention to the Viet-
namese Government’s violence and op-
pressive attacks on its own citizens in
Loc Hung garden. For generations,
families have thrived in this farming
community, Loc Hung garden. They
raised their children and care for their
elders.

These citizens are law-abiding citi-
zens, yet, the Vietnamese Government
sent over 1,000 officers to destroy this
community and displace over 200 fami-
lies.

There was no due process, no day in
court, and no compensation. Instead,
the Vietnamese Government took land
by force from its own citizens.

These tactics cannot go unnoticed,
and the world must call this out for
what it is: tyranny. I ask the Viet-
namese Government to allow these
families to return to their homes.

On behalf of the thousands of Viet-
namese citizens living in Orange Coun-
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ty, I ask the Vietnamese Government
to cease its behavior, cease these op-
pressive tactics, and let the Viet-
namese people live in peace and return
to their land where they have been liv-
ing for generations.

———
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ETHICS IN PUBLIC SERVICE IN-
CLUDED IN THE FOR THE PEO-
PLE ACT

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Madam Speaker,
the American people sent us here to
clean up corruption and make Wash-
ington work for them. Restoring public
trust in our system of government has
to be one of our top priorities.

I am proud that the very first legisla-
tion I introduced this Congress is
aimed at strengthening ethics rules
and slowing the revolving door between
industry lobbyists and executive
branch agencies.

We need to bolster the firewall be-
tween public service and corporate lob-
bying to ensure public servants are
putting the needs of the people first,
not the industries they regulate.

I am very pleased the Ethics in Pub-
lic Service Act was included in H.R. 1,
the For the People Act, the first major
government reform package we will
consider this Congress. This bill will go
a long way toward elevating the peo-
ple’s voice in our politics by restricting
the influence of dark money in cam-
paigns, defending voting rights protec-
tions, and limiting corporate influence.

Working together, we can build a
government more responsive and effec-
tive in making progress for the Amer-
ican people.

————

THE SHUTDOWN TO END ALL
SHUTDOWNS

(Ms. SLOTKIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the bill that I in-
troduced called the Shutdown to End
All Shutdowns, or SEAS, Act, along
with 21 of my fellow freshmen.

This bill will stop the use of govern-
ment shutdowns as a tool in political
debate and ensure that our Federal
workers are never again held hostage
when Congress and the President’s of-
fice cannot agree.

Under this act, if a deal cannot be
reached, Members of the House, the
Senate, the Executive Office of the
President, and his political appointees
will have their pay suspended and their
travel from D.C. curtailed.

To my fellow Michiganders: This bill
was because of you. You asked me why
the average TSA workers, Customs and
Border Patrol employees, FAA employ-
ees, and FDA employees were punished
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because of something they had nothing
to do with. And I heard you.

To my fellow Members of Congress
who may be reticent to support a bill
that penalizes ourselves: This is a mo-
ment of leadership. This is a moment
to acknowledge that we may not have
started this shutdown, but it is our re-
sponsibility to prevent them from hap-
pening in the future.

Madam Speaker, I implore my col-
leagues to do the right thing and sup-
port this bill.

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO

PERMANENT SELECT COM-
MITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair announces, without objection,
the Speaker’s appointment, pursuant
to clause 11 of rule X, clause 11 of rule
I, and the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2019, and notwithstanding the re-
quirement of clause 11(a)(4)(A) of rule
X, of the following Members of the
House to the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence:

Mr. CONAWAY, Texas

Mr. TURNER, Ohio

Mr. WENSTRUP, Ohio

Mr. STEWART, Utah

Mr. CRAWFORD, Arkansas

Ms. STEFANIK, New York

Mr. HURD, Texas

Mr. RATCLIFFE, Texas

There was no objection.

——

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 30, 2019.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Under Clause 2(g)
of Rule II of the Rules of the U.S. House of
Representatives, I herewith designate Mr.
Robert Reeves, Deputy Clerk, to sign any
and all papers and do all other acts for me
under the name of the Clerk of the House
which they would be authorized to do by vir-
tue of this designation, except such as are
provided by statute, in case of my temporary
absence or disability.

This designation shall remain in effect for
the 116th Congress or until modified by me.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

———
ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, it
has been an interesting day, perhaps
more than most.

We have heard over and over again
about Republicans supposedly causing
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the shutdown, but in my days as a trial
lawyer, judge, chief justice, it is always
good to look at the evidence. And the
evidence is very clear.

You had Republicans in the House
and Senate and the President actually
pass a spending bill in the House before
the end of December, and the only
thing that was keeping it from getting
through the Senate was that Demo-
crats there, led by Senator SCHUMER,
would not negotiate. They arrived at
no agreement to get 60 votes so that it
could go forward with debate. That
wasn’t the Republicans.

In the position of the White House,
President Trump made clear: This is
negotiable, but we do need wall, we
need barrier. Call it whatever you
want.

He moved from talking about con-
crete to talking about the steel barrier.
And having spent time with some other
Members of Congress, invited by Con-
gressman BIgGs and Congressman
GOSAR down to the Arizona border, we
saw a lot of it. And then it would just
end. And then you saw a clear path
right around the end of it as people
kept coming, invading this country il-
legally.

From the border patrolmen, it was
clear some were carrying big loads of
drugs. Sometimes they are able to
catch them, sometimes they are not.
And it sounds like, from the times I
spent on the border south of McAllen,
southeast of McAllen, the Texas quad-
rant, more often than not, they don’t
catch the drugs coming in. It is an in-
vasion. It is a huge problem.

And I was hearing people, friends
across the other side of the aisle, some
Senators who are Democrats, acknowl-
edging: Yes, we need to do something.
But when it came to negotiating, there
was no negotiation.

So we had this bill today decrying
how horrible shutdowns are. But if you
look at the tactics, when the tactics of
the leaders—and I say at least some of
the leaders—of one party are ‘“‘we are
not going to negotiate; we are not
going to compromise; we are not going
to do what is best for the country,” in
effect, as they have stated on prior oc-
casions, as they have voted on prior oc-
casions, some of them, that is what
causes a shutdown.

You know, we did not need this shut-
down. We shouldn’t have had to have
this shutdown. It should have been
agreed back in December by at least
some of the Senators so that we could
have gotten a spending bill.

Of course, we had spending passed on
three-fourths of the government. It was
about one-fourth of the government
that was not funded. So we talk about
a shutdown. It wasn’t a full shutdown.
But, still, it did harm to those who
were not getting paid.

But as I would go through airports—
and TSA agents would know who I
was—numerous times I was told: We
are hurting not getting paid, but we
are all right. We are going to be a
whole lot worse off if we don’t get a
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wall or a barrier or something built
and start securing the border.

We heard from teachers who were
saying: We love our kids, we want to
teach them, but it is so unfair to the
students who are already there to have
people brought in and say you have got
to educate these, and they don’t speak
English. And the teachers would say it
really did damage, it does damage to
those students that we are supposed to
also teach. And now, all of a sudden, we
have people we have to teach who don’t
speak English.

There are some school districts that
have done a great job of trying to work
around that and teach English in an
immersion-type setting so that we can
help people not be relegated to manual
labor the rest of their lives, but help
them speak good English so that they
can get good jobs.

But we need a barrier in some places
on the border where we don’t have it,
and that is clear. You can’t just have a
20-, 30-foot Dbarrier just proceeding
along that is stopping the drugs, stop-
ping the sex trafficking, stopping the
human trafficking, and then just stop
it. Because, as we saw down the Ari-
zona border, the path goes for miles
and miles, and it comes right up to the
point where the barrier ends, and it
goes right around.

In one place, there is a little barbed
wire gate that is held to the barrier.
This massive barrier is held with a lit-
tle, probably a quarter-inch, nylon
rope. And they leave it in a slip knot so
you can open the gate and the drugs
can come pouring in that will kill
Americans.

Something had to be done. And yet
what happened was the President was
willing to negotiate, KEVIN MCCARTHY
and the Republicans were willing to ne-
gotiate, Senator MCCONNELL and the
Republicans in the Senate were willing
to negotiate, and yet the word from
our Speaker was: We are not negoti-
ating at all on a barrier, a wall.

So we continued to have people in
the interim, while the government was
shut down, continue to die as a result
of us not securing our border.

We were told by Border Patrol, every
day, there are women who are pulled
into sex trafficking. Every day, there
are women—often young girls. We are
told about one-third of the girls who
are brought up to bring them into the
United States illegally are raped at
least once and, normally, multiple
times.

As long as we keep our border so un-
secured, that is going to continue. I
mean, how much lack of compassion do
you have to have to say: “We are fine
with the rape trees; we are fine with
one-third of the girls coming into the
United States illegally having been
raped. We are fine. We just leave things
like they are. That is fine, but we are
not going to negotiate because.

Apparently, from what we are hear-
ing, even though many of the people
who refuse to negotiate have talked
about the need for barriers and talked
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