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HONORING THE INTERNATIONAL 

INSTITUTE OF MINNESOTA ON 
THE OCCASION OF ITS 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 23, 2019 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the International Institute of 
Minnesota on the occasion of its 100th anni-
versary. The Institute’s original mission is as 
vital today as it was after World War I when 
it welcomed refugees fleeing strife and insta-
bility in their homelands and helped them 
achieve self-sufficiency and full membership in 
American life. 

In 1919, leaders of the Saint Paul YWCA 
came together to address an urgent need in 
the community to serve those who were arriv-
ing to Minnesota, displaced in the aftermath of 
the ‘‘War to End All Wars.’’ Out of this effort, 
the Institute became one of the first state re-
settlement voluntary agencies (VOLAGS). 

The onset of World War II saw the need for 
the Institute’s services to expand. During this 
time, the organization partnered with the War 
Relocation Authority, helping to free Japa-
nese-Americans from internment camps and 
working as translators and codebreakers at 
Fort Snelling. At the end of the Vietnam War, 
many refugees were displaced from Southeast 
Asia to Minnesota, particularly ethnic Hmong 
and others from Cambodia, Laos and Viet-
nam. Since 1974, the Institute has resettled 
approximately 25,000 refugees from every re-
gion of the world, including recent arrivals 
from Somalia and Myanmar. 

As economists point to increasingly tight 
labor markets and a growing scarcity of work-
ers as two of our state’s most significant bar-
riers to sustained economic growth, the Insti-
tute contributes to our economic vitality by 
opening the door for those pursuing the Amer-
ican dream. By partnering with new Americans 
on a path to citizenship, entrepreneurship and 
full membership in our community, state and 
country, the Institute has empowered thou-
sands of new Americans to become our trust-
ed doctors, business leaders, teachers, engi-
neers, scientists, policemen and soldiers. 

Recognizing that new Americans enrich our 
state in many ways, the Institute honors and 
shares our state’s growing diversity and fos-
ters cultural understanding. For nearly 90 
years, the Institute’s Festival of Nations has 
drawn thousands of people together each May 
to celebrate the many traditions that are 
shared by Minnesotans. Through this festival, 
Minnesotans can better appreciate how as a 
state and nation of Native Americans and im-
migrants, our strength is our diversity of back-
grounds, viewpoints and religions. 

The motto inscribed on the Great Seal of 
the United States: ‘‘E Pluribus Unum—Out of 
Many, One’’ underscores that the foundation 
of our nation has always been the collective 
power of many different people coming to-
gether. For 100 years, the International Insti-
tute of Minnesota has proudly supported our 
nation by welcoming and empowering new ref-
ugees and immigrants from different back-
grounds to come together as new Americans. 

Please join me to congratulate the staff, vol-
unteers and donors to the International Insti-
tute of Minnesota for providing 100 years of 

hospitality, empowerment, hope and oppor-
tunity for new Americans. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JOHN F. 
MITTON FOR BEING VOTED INTO 
THE TEXAS RADIO HALL OF 
FAME 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 23, 2019 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate John F. Mitton from Missouri 
City, Texas for being voted into the Texas 
Radio Hall of Fame. 

Mitton, president of a national advertising 
agency based in Sugar Land, is one of only 
twenty Texas broadcasters who will be in-
ducted into the Hall of Fame. Inductions will 
be held on November 2, 2019, at the Texas 
Museum of Broadcasting and Communica-
tions. Mitton has always had a strong suit for 
‘‘listening to his clients . . . [and] helping de-
velop and refine some of the best niche prod-
ucts ever featured in Texas radio.’’ 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to John Mitton for being elected into the Texas 
Radio Hall of Fame. Texas has benefited from 
his contributions to radio. We are very proud 
of him and this incredible accomplishment. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL ROBERT J. FRIEND 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 23, 2019 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory of Lieutenant Colonel 
Robert Jones Friend, who died on June 21, 
2019 in Long Beach, California, surrounded by 
his family. Lieutenant Colonel Friend was a 
member of the heroic unit known as the 
Tuskegee Airmen during World War II. 

Robert J. Friend was born on February 29, 
1920, in Columbia, South Carolina, to William 
A. Friend and Nella Mae Jones Liner. His fa-
ther was an immigrant from Ecuador and a 
veteran of World War I. The oldest of four chil-
dren, Robert was an aviation enthusiast from 
a young age, often building model airplanes 
and reading stories of World War I pilots dur-
ing his childhood. While studying at Lincoln 
University in Pennsylvania, he joined the Civil-
ian Pilot Training Program where he earned 
his pilot’s license in 1939. 

Despite his passion for aviation, he was de-
nied entry into flight training by the Army Air 
Force because of his race. Instead he joined 
as an air-cadet in the all-black 99th Pursuit 
Squadron, nicknamed the Tuskegee Airmen. 
During World War II, Lieutenant Colonel 
Friend flew 142 missions for the 322nd Fighter 
Group. He began his tour in North Africa and 
was later sent to the European Theater to 
serve as a Combat Operations Officer where 
he was instrumental in orchestrating tactical 
air missions. He specialized in flying the P–47 
and P–51 Mustang aircraft. He experienced 
multiple death-defying disasters, including 
when he had to abandon his plane over the 

mountains of Italy and when a German oil 
barge explosion nearly grounded his aircraft. 
He became the primary wingman to his com-
manding officer, Colonel Benjamin O. Davis, 
Jr., who would become the first black general 
in the Air Force. Robert and his fellow airmen 
were later awarded the Congressional Gold 
Medal for their service to our country. 

After his service in World War II, Lieutenant 
Colonel Friend continued his education and 
received a degree in astrophysics from the Air 
Force Institute of Technology, later graduating 
from the University of California, Los Angeles 
Business School. Additionally, he continued 
his career in the military for 28 years by serv-
ing as an operations officer during the Korean 
and Vietnam wars, working on the Delta, 
Titan, and Atlas rocket programs, and oper-
ating as an executive of the aerospace com-
panies, Stanford Mu and Fairchild Stratos. Fol-
lowing his retirement from military service, 
Robert started an aerospace company and 
conducted speaking engagements, remaining 
dedicated to sharing the legacy of the 
Tuskegee Airmen and keeping their history 
alive. 

Robert J. Friend is survived by his children: 
Thelma Hoffman, Robert, Jr., Michael, Debra 
Carter, Karen Crumlich, Clara Ann Browning, 
18 grandchildren, 32 great-grandchildren, and 
14 great-great-grandchildren. The memory of 
his son, Darryl, who was killed while on active 
duty in 2002, continues to live on today. 

It was my great honor to have known Lieu-
tenant Colonel Friend, an intelligent, hard-
working, and spirited man who spent his life in 
service to our country. I ask all members to 
join with me in remembering Lieutenant Colo-
nel Robert Jones Friend, a true American 
hero. 

f 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KENDRA S. HORN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 18, 2019 

Ms. KENDRA S. HORN of Oklahoma. 
Madam Speaker, the U.S. Government is en-
trusted by the American people with certain 
responsibilities. One of these responsibilities is 
managing our government’s finances and 
using taxpayer dollars wisely. In the last few 
decades, our government leaders have too 
often ignored this responsibility, opting rather 
to pay lip service to responsibly managing our 
budget but neglecting to do so in practice. 
This neglect has led to rampant spending, 
missed budgetary deadlines, and burdensome 
borrowing that have become mainstays of 
every Congress, regardless of which party 
holds the majority. The 116th Congress must 
take action to break this unsustainable cycle 
and restore the fiscal responsibility Americans 
have entrusted us with. 

The 2019 GAO High-Risk List reveals that 
many federal government programs are over 
budget. This financial situation is not specific 
to one government agency or program. It can 
be found across the federal government. 
America must remain a world leader in many 
areas, such as scientific research, reliable in-
frastructure, and defense technology, and I 
understand that to do so requires large finan-
cial investments. However, it is also my re-
sponsibility as a Member of Congress to en-
sure the money our government spends is 
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being used effectively and efficiently so Ameri-
cans are getting the most out of their hard- 
earned taxpayer dollars. 

I have made it a priority to support legisla-
tion that addresses our government’s spend-
ing habits. As a member of the House Armed 
Services Committee, I put forth a bipartisan 
amendment to the National Defense Author-
ization Act (NDAA) with fellow Oklahoman, 
Congressman TOM COLE, to allow the Depart-
ment of Defense (DoD) to have better over-
sight of where and how government defense 
money is being spent. The amendment re-
quires the office of the Inspector General to 
audit all sole-source contracts with depot 
maintenance centers. This audit, and other fi-
nancial accounting tools, act as accountability 
measures to ensure the government is being 
a good steward of taxpayer money while 
keeping our country safe. 

As a member of the Government Efficiency 
Caucus and the Blue Dog Coalition, I am con-
stantly working with my colleagues to find 
ways to promote responsible government 
spending. The bipartisan Government Effi-
ciency Caucus works to find pragmatic solu-
tions to government spending that increase 
the efficiency and effectiveness of government 
programs. The Blue Dog Coalition’s Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Task Force analyzes ways to 
strengthen our fiscal responsibility and close 
the cycle of widespread government spending. 

During the 116th Congress, the Government 
Efficiency Caucus has identified three priorities 
to improve the government’s fiscal efficiency. 
These priorities include focusing on ensuring 
government agencies adopt monetary best 
practices to increase efficiency and effective-
ness; supporting reasonable policy proposals 
that will improve the on-time, on-budget deliv-
ery of federal infrastructure investments; and 
modernizing the federal government workforce 
to ensure government employees have the 
skills, knowledge, and technology, to be good 
stewards of taxpayer money. 

The Blue Dog Coalition’s Fiscal 
Responsivity Task Force has released a set of 
policy proposals that include financial stability 
measures like creating a federal rainy-day 
fund so Congress is less reliant on massive, 
unplanned emergency spending when disas-
ters strike. Another proposal emphasizes a re-
turn to the regular process of creating and 
passing the federal budget on time every year. 
This proposal outlines concepts like ‘‘No 
Budget, No Pay’’ and ‘‘No Budget, No Re-
cess,’’ which would increase the con-
sequences on Congress for not passing a fed-
eral budget on time. These and other pro-
posals outlined by the Blue Dog Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Task Force should be given exten-
sive consideration by Congress, so our gov-
ernment can correct the bad fiscal habits it 
has developed. 

Future generations of Americans should not 
have to pay for our irresponsible spending. It 
is up to us to get America’s fiscal house in 
order so we can prove to the world that we 
are a nation that keeps its fiscal promises. 
Doing so will not only improve our government 
and its standing in the world, but also increase 
the faith that taxpayers have in the govern-
ment to spend their money wisely. 

RECOGNIZING GERARDO BECERRA 
FOR HIS YEARS OF SERVICE TO 
THE INTERNATIONAL LONG-
SHOREMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 23, 2019 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Madam Speaker, on the 
occasion of his retirement as President of two 
local International Longshoremen’s Associa-
tion (ILA) chapters, I rise today to commemo-
rate the years of service my close friend, Mr. 
Gerardo Becerra, has given to the maritime in-
dustry and the thousands of members he pas-
sionately represented in South Florida. Gerry 
is a remarkable individual whose legacy in the 
port industry and the ILA will never be forgot-
ten. 

Born in 1941 in Havana, Cuba, Gerry es-
caped the Castro dictatorship in 1960 and had 
to build a new life for himself in South Florida. 
Shortly after arriving to the states, Gerry en-
listed in the United States Army in 1962 and 
served our nation for a number of years. After 
being honorably discharged from the army, 
Gerry began working at the ports and in 1965 
he was one of the original charter members 
for ILA’s Local 1922 chapter. 

Gerry’s retirement closes his chapter of over 
fifty-four years of service to the longshoremen 
industry and the ILA. From 1965 to 1983, 
Gerry worked as a checker and plan clerk and 
through his hard work and dedication, he was 
appointed Vice President in 1984 for Local 
1922, Local 1922–1, and Local 2062. In this 
role, he represented checkers, mechanics, 
and truck drivers. In 2005, he became Presi-
dent of Local 1922 and Local 1922–1 and 
served in this position until his retirement. Ad-
ditionally, he served as Vice President of the 
ILA from 2006 until 2018. During this time, 
Gerry was integral in negotiating contracts, 
mediating grievances, and representing the in-
terests of his colleagues. 

Having had the privilege of working with 
Gerry for many years, his determination and 
passion for bettering the longshoremen indus-
try never wavered. While his retirement marks 
the end of an era, I have no doubt that Gerry 
looks forward to spending more time with his 
wife of fifty-six years, Carmen, his two daugh-
ters, nine grandchildren, and extended family. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to pay trib-
ute to the impressive career of my dear friend, 
Mr. Gerry Becerra, and the strides he has 
made for the hardworking men and women in 
the port industry, and I ask my fellow col-
leagues to join me in recognizing this out-
standing individual. 

f 

NABILA NAZEER EARNS STATE 
DEPARTMENT SCHOLARSHIP 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 23, 2019 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Nabila Nazeer of Travis High 
School in Richmond, TX, who was selected for 
a scholarship from the U.S. Department of 
State’s Youth Ambassadors study abroad ex-
change program. 

This highly competitive merit-based scholar-
ship will give Nabila the opportunity to focus 
on civic education and leadership develop-
ment projects during an exchange program to 
the Caribbean and South America. During this 
program, Nabila will develop her foreign lan-
guage skills, increase her cross-cultural under-
standing, strengthening her leadership capac-
ity and foster new academic insights and am-
bitions. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Nabila Nazeer on earning this prestigious 
scholarship. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. MOHAM-
MAD SIDDIQUE SHEIKH’S 50 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 23, 2019 

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Mr. Mohammad 
Siddique Sheikh’s nearly five decades of serv-
ice to our great Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Mr. Sheikh was born and raised in 
Gujranwala, Pakistan, before moving to the 
United States 50 years ago. He came with just 
$10 dollars in his pocket, and today he is a 
very successful businessman living the Amer-
ican dream. Since moving to this country, Mr. 
Sheikh has served our country as a successful 
entrepreneur and advocate for the Pakistani 
American community in the larger Washington, 
D.C. metropolitan area. Mr. Sheikh has also 
been on several academic boards and busi-
ness institutions, including George Mason Uni-
versity, one of Virginia’s largest public re-
search institutions. He is also the Founder of 
the Pakistan American Business Association 
(PABA), a representative body of entre-
preneurs of Pakistani-origin. In recognition of 
his service and commitment, he was ap-
pointed as the Chairman of the Council on Di-
versity formed by the Police Chief of Fairfax 
County. He served in this position for more 
than five years. 

Mr. Sheikh is a selfless and dedicated lead-
er in the Pakistani American community. He 
has been a torch-bearer in promoting Paki-
stan’s friendly image in the United States. Mr. 
Sheikh’s servant leadership can be witnessed 
in his work when he helped create the Muslim 
Community Center in the state of Maryland 
and being a leading voice in the creation of Is-
lamic Circle of North America Sunday School 
for Muslim communities residing in the DC 
metro area. In the education field, Mr. Sheikh 
has been a dominate force in promoting con-
nections between higher institutions in Paki-
stan and the United States. As a member of 
the Board of Visitors at George Mason Univer-
sity and Pakistan’s National University of 
Science of Technology, he led an effort to cre-
ate opportunities for National University of 
Science and Technology faculty and students 
to study at George Mason University through 
various programs. He also played an active 
role in promoting cooperation between GMU 
and University of Karachi. Today, the two insti-
tutions are now working on various initiatives 
and programs. 

Madam Speaker, I have had the privilege to 
know Mr. Sheikh for many years and count 
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