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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RUDY GIULIANI COMMENTS RE-
GARDING THE IRANIAN REGIME
OF TERROR

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2019

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to include in the RECORD comments about the
situation in Iran that | believe are relevant and
should be widely shared. The comments, from
former New York City Mayor and attorney to
the U.S. President Rudy Giuliani, address
peaceful regime change in Iran and the work
of the Iranian Resistance. Giuliani delivered
this speech at the International Gathering at
Ashraf-3, Tirana, Albania, which is home to
members of the Iranian opposition, the
Mujahedin-e Khalg (PMOI/MEK). More than
350 bipartisan dignitaries and parliamentarians
from 47 countries attended the conference. |
offer these comments for thoughtful discussion
as follows:

Giuliani: “Thanks to you and particularly
to the people who live here in Ashraf 3.
You’ll be the ones who lead your people to
freedom and you’ll be honored forever in Ira-
nian history and in the history of those who
love and are willing to die for freedom. God
bless you.

This organization has grown and grown
and grown and I feel in this room today a
kind of optimism that I don’t remember feel-
ing before when we were in Paris. I feel an
optimism maybe because you’'ve done a mir-
acle here in Ashraf. If we were to build this
in New York City, it would take 15 years and
14 corruption investigations. I was here a
year and a half ago, this wasn’t here.

And of course, all of this is possible be-
cause of the leadership of Madame Maryam
Rajavi, a truly exceptional leader. Just like
her husband Massoud Rajavi, who began this
movement in one very brave act. He refused
to swear allegiance to the Supreme Leader
Khomeini to his face. He said, ‘‘No, I will not
swear allegiance to you. I will not deliver my
nation to a tyrant.”

I'm here to say three things. First, I accuse
the Ayatollah and Rouhani and all of their
sycophants and followers of mass murder,
crimes against humanity. We should be em-
barrassed for our countries if they haven’t
stood up against this. There’s no middle
ground here. These people have killed at
least 120,000 members and associates of this
great organization. You see the book. You go
through the sad, tragic, but heroic exhibit
they have of the martyrs to freedom. Look
at the photograph of the people in the infir-
mary being treated for illness, slaughtered
just a few years ago. Killed 52 of them of the
last 100 people who stayed at Ashraf, they
tried to wipe them all out. In 1988, in two
months they slaughtered 30,000 people. These
are not numbers, these are human lives.

So there are three things that we have to
do. Number one, we have to get the govern-
ments of Europe to stand up, to wake up, to
reclaim their dignity and their honor. These
are the countries that gave us democracy.
Greece, Rome, Italy, France, United King-
dom, Germany, all places in which freedom
was born, democracy was born, democracy

emerged. Democracy for my nation came out
of Europe and the experience of Europe. So
how can the leaders of those countries turn
their back on mass murder? How can they do
it and live with themselves? It’s time to end
that shameful disregard.

There’s no statute of limitations on mur-
der. I prosecuted two Nazis 40 years after
their horrible deeds. One killed 20,000 people,
the other killed 12,000 people and we found
them and it took years and we brought them
to justice. The people who slaughtered 30,000
people in 1988 should be identified, they
should be prosecuted, and they should either
be imprisoned for life or executed. They’re
criminals. They’re murderers. They’re not
leaders of countries. They are no better than
the murderer in the street except they’re
worse because they’re mass murderers.

I am so proud of my government because
we have stood up. We looked at that agree-
ment that would make Iran a nuclear power
and we said tear it up. We’re not going to put
nuclear weapons in the hands of a maniac.
Well, I say to the leaders of Europe, you can
be liberators too. You can go down in history
as fighters for freedom.

Isn’t that better than just running a gov-
ernment and making money and giving blood
money to Iran? How can you do commerce
with them? We all know they’re the largest
sponsor of terrorism in the world. What does
that mean? That means they fund and they
supply murderers not only in their own
country but all over the world. And when
you give them money, when you relieve
them of a debt, which my government did in
the prior administration, and put over a bil-
lion dollars back in their hands, you are sup-
porting murder. What do they use it for?
Their people know, their people know that
when they get money, when a French com-
pany or a German company does business
with them, that money, that profit is going
to be used to kill people in Syria or to kill
people somewhere else or to send people to
Albania to kill us or to send people to
France like they did last year to kill Ma-
dame Rajavi and us. That’s what they’re
funding, don’t you realize it? That makes
you complicit in murder.

Number two, let’s make it clear, there is
an alternative to this horrible regime of ter-
ror. This isn’t one of those situations in
which we have the choice of deposing a hor-
rible dictator and we don’t know if a more
horrible one will come along. Right? And
when we saw that happen, we saw it happen
in Egypt, in some ways we saw it happen in
Libya.

But here we don’t have that problem.
We’ve got the worst regime in the world by
far, the biggest sponsor of terrorism in the
world. And then we have the National Coun-
cil, the NCRI, led by the president-elect, Ma-
dame Rajavi. Coalition of resistance organi-
zations respected throughout the world.
There are representatives of most of the
major countries in the world here. They’ve
gotten to know her. They’ve gotten to re-
spect her. In my country, she’s thoroughly
respected.

We know there’s a group of people who
have been fighting for freedom all their
lives, who have lost the closest people to
them in the fight for freedom, who are dedi-
cated to it.

People here at Ashraf, let’s make it clear.
I spent a lot of time with them. These are

people who are dedicated to freedom. And if
you think that’s a cult, then there’s some-
thing wrong with you. There’s something
missing in your soul.

But we know that there is a government in
exile, it negotiates with the whole world, and
it’s written down plain as can be what it
stands for. And it looks just like our Bill of
Rights, just like the universal declarations
of freedom and decency and human rights en-
shrined in the great documents of the world.
Free elections within six months is the
promise, and I believe it will be fulfilled.
They’re for gender equality. They're for
human rights. They’re for a system of law.
They’re for we don’t imprison someone un-
less they have a fair trial. And because of
their history, they oppose capital punish-
ment, because there’s been too much of it.
And it isn’t just capital punishment, it’s
murder in their country. This is a good orga-
nization. And it’s an organization that is
ready, willing and able not to take over Iran
but to guide Iran to elections as quickly as
possible and hopefully they will be part of
the coalition governing Iran like they’re
part of the coalition that is trying to guide
Iran to freedom. This is a group that we can
support. It’s a group that we should stop ma-
ligning and it’s a group that should make us
comfortable having regime change in the
worst regime in the world.

Here’s what you can do. You can be a wit-
ness like in the Biblical sense of a witness.
You know something that a lot of people
don’t know. You know really how bad it is in
Iran. And you know about MEK. And you
know about Madame Rajavi. And you know
the truth, not the lies, ‘‘the cult, they don’t
have support in Iran.” Why has the Aya-
tollah been murdering them for 40 years if
they don’t have support in Iran? The Aya-
tollah, Rouhani, have said that this organi-
zation is the only one that’s really a danger
to them.

You now have a responsibility because of
your knowledge. Don’t be euphemistic about
it. Don’t hide your eyes. You’ve got to get
the leaders of your country to stand up so
you can all be proud of your country and its
heritage.

I get attacked and my colleagues who will
be here in a moment get attacked all the
time in America. Why we’'re doing this?
We’re doing it really very simply because we
love freedom and we can’t turn our back on
people who are being treated this way and we
can’t turn our back on a situation that could
be catastrophic for them and catastrophic
for the world. You know what I say to them?
Keep doing it. Keep doing it. I wear it as a
badge of honor. I support freedom, you sup-
port oppression. I support democracy, you
support a dictatorship. I support decent peo-
ple who share the values of decent govern-
ments, and you support mass murderers.
Now who’s right and who’s wrong?

But I know and I feel as I've told you, and
I know why there’s an optimism in this
room. Because we’re going to be in Tehran
much sooner than all those cynics believe.
You know why? [Because we are Hazer,
Hazer, Hazer. (We’re ready).”’

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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REMEMBERING HECTOR FIGUEROA
HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2019

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to remember Héctor Figueroa, a cham-
pion for workers’ rights, an advocate for immi-
grants, a New Yorker, a passionate Puerto
Rican and my dear friend. Above all, Héctor
was a fighter for the vulnerable, the down-
trodden and those who were treated unfairly.
Sadly, Héctor passed last week. He will be
honored at a public service on Wednesday in
New York City.

Héctor Figueroa was known most notably
for his leadership of 32BJ SEIU. Under his
leadership, 32BJ SEIU grew by over 50,000
members and passed dozens of local and
state-level policies. Héctor previously worked
as SEIU’s Organizing Director for Puerto Rico,
winning collective bargaining rights for teach-
ers, as well as for SEIU’s Justice for Janitors
campaign and a researcher for Amalgamated
Clothing and Textile Workers Union (Workers
United).

Most recently, Héctor was central to building
support for relief in Puerto Rico after Hurri-
cane Maria. Born in Ponce as the son of two
educators, the Island was near and dear to his
heart. In the dark months following Hurricane
Maria, Héctor was critical to mobilizing support
among New York’s Puerto Rican community,
32BJ members and non-members alike, to
send aid to the Island and build political mo-
mentum for Washington to do better in chan-
neling assistance to our fellow citizens as they
struggled through a humanitarian crisis.

Throughout his life, Héctor made waves as
a progressive fighter for justice for all people.
He was relentless in advocating for the rights
of the doormen and doorwomen, custodial
workers, airport security guards and others
who constituted 32BJ’s membership. However,
he was also on the frontlines helping taxicab
drivers, fast food workers and laborers in
every sector achieve fairer wages and im-
proved conditions. To him, anyone who was
oppressed was an ally and he was ready to
join arms with them and march in common
cause.

His belief that all workers were deserving of
respect and kindness extended beyond his
work as a labor leader; it infused his very de-
meanor. Héctor treated everyone, from the
youngest organizers, to the most junior polit-
ical aides, to the most powerful elected offi-
cials with the same kindness and warmth.

Whether it was fighting to expand
healthcare, protecting immigrant communities
from ICE, strengthening voter rights or ad-
dressing the threats of climate change, Héctor
was on the frontlines of every battle related to
economic and social justice. Just last week,
this House voted to raise the federal minimum
wage, a milestone achievement, years in the
making. | like to think wherever he is, that vic-
tory would bring a smile to Héctor’s face.

New York City and working people every-
where have lost a champion. |, personally,
have lost a dear friend. From my earliest days
in politics, | could always count on Héctor for
wise advice and kind counsel. I'll miss our
days together and fighting alongside one an-
other. While he was taken from us too young,
we’'ll honor his memory by continuing to ad-
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vance the causes that inspired him. As Héctor
always said, “We’ll keep organizing.” Yes, my
friend, we will.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE DC GRAYS
BASEBALL TEAM

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2019

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to ask the House of Representatives to join
me in recognizing the DC Grays for their com-
mitment and contribution to increasing interest
and youth participation in baseball and softball
in the District of Columbia. In particular, | want
to recognize the DC Grays 2019 summer col-
lege baseball team and the annual Capitol Hill
reception.

The DC Grays is a talented collegiate sum-
mer baseball team that, in addition to com-
peting in the Cal Ripken Collegiate Baseball
League, strives to engage inner-city youth and
their families with baseball. Their mission is to
be “ambassadors for baseball” in the District
by running summer baseball camps and clin-
ics for D.C. youth.

Named for the champion Homestead Grays
from the Negro Leagues, the DC Grays
reaches out to African-American ballplayers
who may have been overlooked by other
teams.

The DC Grays partners with Major League
Baseball (MLB) to further help its mission of
providing disadvantaged youth an opportunity
to learn and enjoy the game of baseball. The
programs help motivate young players to stay
in school and pursue secondary education.
MLB’s RBI program helps teach youth not only
the importance of success on the field but also
in the classroom and the community. This
year, the DC Grays RBI is sponsoring two
summer baseball leagues and two travel soft-
ball teams for kids from Wards 6, 7, and 8 in
D.C.—in addition to fall ball programs and win-
ter training. There are 250 kids participating in
DC Grays RBI programs this year.

Last year, the DC Grays participated in
MLB’s unveiling of the new Josh Gibson mural
on U Street across from Ben’s Chili Bowl, and
their players attended an event to honor Jack-
ie Robinson as part of MLB’s all-star festivi-
ties. They strive to honor the Negro Leagues
and its role in Washington baseball history.
Each year, the DC Grays hosts a salute to
Negro League Baseball in collaboration with
the Hubert Simons League Museum.

Madam Speaker, | ask the House to join me
in commending the DC Grays for the impor-
tant work it has done and continues to do in
the community. We wish the DC Grays luck in
continuing to inspire and engage disadvan-
taged youth.

————

RECOGNIZING THE CHAMBERS
COUNTY COURTHOUSE ON ITS
DESIGNATION AS A TEXAS
STATE HISTORICAL MARKER

HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2019

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Chambers County Courthouse

July 23, 2019

for its designation as an official Texas State
Historical Marker.

Named after Texas pioneer Major General
Thomas Jefferson Chambers, Chambers
County was established in 1858. Until the
early 20th century, Wallisville was the county
seat and the location for the first three Cham-
bers County courthouses built in 1858, 1880
and 1887 respectively. However, Anahuac’s
rice canal system and the presence of wild
hogs in Wallisville prompted an election in
1907 that made Anahuac the county seat in
1908.

After the election and the move, the county
constructed a new courthouse. Completed in
1912 at its current location, the new municipal
building included a jail, indoor plumbing, tele-
phones, and electric lights. Built in the Renais-
sance Revival style, its imposing figure boast-
ed large columns and a stone exterior. The
building, however, burned down on April 28,
1935.

Later in 1935, County Treasurer Grover C.
Wilcox desired a modern courthouse “in line
with the growth of the town.” As a part of fed-
eral New Deal programs, the Public Works
Administration contributed funds for the design
and construction. Designed by Corneil G. Cur-
tis and built by notable contractor Robert E.
McKee, construction finished in May 1937 on
the three-story, ashlar limestone building. A
combination of art deco and modern architec-
tural styles (1920s to 1940s), the courthouse’s
exterior showcases vertical lines, a symmet-
rical facade, geometric shapes, and simple or-
namentation. Since its construction, little has
changed about this unique building. Through-
out its history, the Chambers County Court-
house has not only acted as a focal point of
the community but has also reflected the
county’s economic, political and social history.

As a former member of the Texas Historic
Commission, | know this is a great honor for
the community. | wish all of my friends in
Chambers County well as they celebrate the
dedication on July 23rd.

———

HONORING ARKANSAS’S KOREAN
WAR VETERANS

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2019

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Arkansas’s Korean War
veteran commemorations. This summer, the
Arkansas Department of Veterans Affairs is
honoring the men and women who served our
country and defended South Korea during the
Cold War.

In an oft-forgotten chapter of history, Korean
War soldiers from the United States provided
vital assistance to the South Korean army.
During a volatile time, their service prevented
North Korean forces from taking over the en-
tire Korean peninsula.

Arkansas has a rich history of bravery and
patriotism, and I'm honored to recognize our
Korean War veterans at these commemoration
events. | thank each one of them for their
service, and hope their legacies continue for
generations to come.
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