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IN HONOR OF SERGEANT FRED-
ERICK JOHN HORNE, II FOR HIS
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 18, 2019

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Sergeant Frederick John
Horne, 1l for his dedicated service. His com-
mitment to country and community is worthy of
commendation.

Sergeant Horne entered the Armed Forces
on September 7, 1967 and was stationed at
Fort Knox in Kentucky. He served in Vietnam
where he was wounded in combat twice and
received two Purple Hearts. Sergeant Horne
was honorably discharged for his dedicated
service on September 1, 1973. He returned to
Michigan after a year at Valley Forge Hospital
in Pennsylvania and worked for General Mo-
tors until his eventual retirement. Today we
celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of Sergeant
Horne receiving his Purple Heart for his sac-
rifice. He has shown tremendous bravery and
selflessness throughout his decorated service.

Sergeant Horne has shown a tremendous
love for his country and community. His years
as a member of the United States Military ex-
emplify the selflessness of public service and
stand as a testament to duty, honor, and
country. We thank Sergeant Horne for his
commitment to protecting the American peo-
ple. His service underscores the significant
price of freedom, and the dedication and sac-
rifice of our servicemembers in the Armed
Forces and their families.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Sergeant Frederick John
Horne, Il for his exemplary service. He has ef-
fectively served Michigan and our nation
through his selflessness and leadership.

HONORING THE LIFE OF FIRE
CHIEF ROBERT B. ELWELL, JR.
OF POMONA

HON. NORMA J. TORRES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 18, 2019

Mrs. TORRES of California. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the life of Robert B.
Elwell, Jr. of the City of Pomona, and his tire-
less dedication to serving the Inland Empire
community.

Robert Elwell graduated from the Crafton
Hills College Paramedic Program and pro-
ceeded to work as a paramedic for a local am-
bulance company. He was then hired by the
Ontario Fire Department in October 1985,
where he worked for over 34 years in a variety
of assignments including Fire Captain and
Battalion Chief. In this role, he also helped de-
velop the department’s active shooter re-
sponse program and assisted several South-
ern California cities with creating similar pro-
grams.

Former Chief Elwell graduated from several
fire service state and federal programs and
was both a state certified Fire Officer and
Chief Officer. He also served on a number of
fire service committees and advisory boards
that focused on leadership, mentoring and,
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training. In April 2016, he was promoted to
Fire Chief, a position he held until his retire-
ment in December 2018.

Chief Elwell was a dedicated husband, loyal
friend, and patriotic public servant. He enjoyed
RV’ing with his wife Anne, off-roading, rec-
reational shooting, and spending time with his
close friends. He will be fondly remembered
by his loved ones, friends, colleagues, and ex-
tended fire family.

For his remarkable accomplishments, it is
my honor to recognize Chief Robert B. Elwell,
Jr. today. His decades of commitment and
contributions to the city he loved are worthy of
admiration, and his memory will live on
through the countless lives he has impacted.
May he rest in peace.

———

WALNUT BEND ELEMENTARY OD-
YSSEY OF THE MIND TEAM WINS
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 18, 2019

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the Walnut Bend Elementary
School Odyssey of the Mind team for placing
first in their division at the world finals.

Nearly 800 teams ranging from elementary
to college levels from across the United States
and the world participated in the problem-solv-
ing competition at Michigan State University in
May. The Walnut Bend team has made it to
the finals several times, but this year they fi-
nally took first place, defeating a team from
China to win. Their months of hard work cer-
tainly paid off.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to the Walnut Bend Elementary School Odys-
sey of the Mind team for placing first in the
world finals. We look forward to seeing them
win again next year.

RECOGNIZING THE MARQUETTE
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 18, 2019

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, It is my
honor to recognize the Marquette County De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Committee
(MCDVAC) for its service to Veterans and
their families. Through its tireless work, excep-
tional leadership, and steadfast devotion to its
community, the MCDVAC has become an in-
dispensable part of the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan.

The Marquette County Veterans Affairs
Committee consists of five Veteran volunteers
appointed by the Marquette County Board of
Commissioners to four-year terms. They work
to provide the Veterans of Marquette County
with the benefits and services they have
earned through their service, including burial
benefits, emergency financial relief, and dis-
ability compensation. They work with pro-
grams like the Disabled American Veterans
Transportation Network, which provides trans-
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portation from the Jacobetti Home for Vet-
erans and other areas in the county to the
Oscar G Johnson VA Medical Center in Iron
Mountain. The organization also aids in the
administration of the Soldier Sailor Relief
Fund, which provides financial help for Vet-
erans who are unable to provide for the basic
necessities of life without causing hardship,
and works to help Veterans and their families
in applying for a broad range of benefits pro-
vided by the U.S. Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. Day after day, the Marquette County
Veterans Affairs Committee continues to set a
positive example of what can be achieved
when the people of a community work to-
gether for the common good.

Madam Speaker, It's my honor to recognize
the Marquette County Veteran s Affairs Com-
mittee for decades of success. and service to
the Veterans of the Upper Peninsula.
Michiganders can take great pride in knowing
the First District is home to such dedicated
citizens. On behalf of my constituents, | wish
them all the best in their future endeavors.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF CHRIST
CATHEDRAL

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 18, 2019

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the Diocese of Orange Christ
Cathedral on the completion of its renovations.
The Christ Cathedral, formerly known as the
“Crystal Cathedral,” has been a recognizable
architectural marvel landmark in Garden
Grove since 1955. The 34-acre land has been
a beacon to the community and continues to
be a space for community members to prac-
tice their faith.

In 1955, protestant mega-church leader Dr.
Robert Schuller began preaching at the Or-
ange Drive-in Theater. By 1975, his congrega-
tion outgrew the first church and Dr. Schuller
began searching for architects to build a cre-
ative and beautiful space for worship. He
worked with Philip Johnson and John Burgee
to create a plan for an all glass church. In
2012, the campus and its buildings were sold
to the Roman Catholic Diocese of Orange and
have since become the new spiritual center of
the division.

Starting in 2015, the campus began major
renovations including extensive restorations to
the grounds and buildings. These renovations
included the restoration of 11,000 glass
panes, the construction of scaffolding inside
the cathedral, and the design of sacred art.
Construction workers involved in the project
logged over 100,000 hours of work without a
single accident. The renovations are now com-
plete, and today the refurbished cathedral is
ready to serve as a spiritual home to Orange
County’s more than 1.3 million Catholics, and
the local community at-large through services
and programs available to everyone including
weddings, conferences, concerts, and family-
friendly events.

It is my distinct honor to ask my colleagues
to join me in honoring the new building design
of the Christ Cathedral.
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RIDGEVIEW CHARTER MIDDLE
SCHOOL COMMENDATION HON-
ORING PRINCIPAL OPIE
BLACKWELL
HON. LUCY McBATH
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 18, 2019

Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor my constituent and Ridgeview Char-
ter Middle School Principal Opie Blackwell. A
good principal knows that his or her students
need a robust support system along with a
strong education to guarantee success in the
classroom and in life. This philosophy is the
basis upon which Mr. Blackwell has structured
his school.

Principal Blackwell demonstrates excep-
tional dedication to ensuring that the students
at Ridgeview Charter Middle School receive
the quality education that they deserve. He is
actively involved in the daily life at Ridgeview,
takes time to chaperone school trips, and is
committed to the wellbeing of the faculty.

Principal Blackwell also takes pride in rec-
ognizing outstanding members of the school’s
staff. A few weeks before the last day of the
school year, Mr. Blackwell took to social
media to document an impromptu jump rope
competition that took place during a 6th grade
Chinese class. The class had ventured outside
to practice their Chinese when the students
and teachers began to see who could jump
rope the longest. The students won, as Mr.
Blackwell proudly noted, but he also gave the
teachers their due credit. This friendly com-
petition is one of many examples of how hard
Mr. Blackwell and his colleagues work to give
their students a positive and engaging learning
environment.

This year, that hard work was recognized by
the National Forum to Accelerate Middle-
Grades Reform as a Georgia Lighthouse
School to Watch. The National Forum is a
prestigious organization of educators, re-
searchers, and officers committed to pro-
moting academic excellence for young stu-
dents.

In 1999, the National Forum selected four
middle schools from across the country as the
first Schools to Watch. Since then, the pro-
gram has expanded to 18 states and honored
465 schools. Ridgeview Charter Middle is one
of nine schools in Georgia recognized as a
School to Watch. The National Forum strives
to make every middle-grade school one that is
academically excellent, socially equitable, and
responsive to the developmental needs and
interests of middle schoolers. It has developed
tools to help schools meet their criteria to ex-
pand their program across the country.

Ridgeview Charter Middle School’s policies
for the classroom and overall school culture
soar above and beyond the Forum’s stand-
ards. When the National Forum staff spent
time at Ridgeview, they saw that almost every
student was actively engaged in the classroom
and teachers were using a wide variety of
learning strategies to assist their students.

As National Forum staff spoke to students,
it was evident that Ridgeview students feel
that they can be heard by their teachers and
administrators when an issue arises. As a re-
sult, students are encouraged to give their
input and help make changes to improve the
school.
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The student-first culture is evident at
Ridgeview Charter Middle School. Student
work is clearly displayed in the hallways, and
the faculty and staff are familiar faces at music
concerts and the annual musical. Mr.
Blackwell recorded the finale of this year's mu-
sical, Alice in Wonderland, and posted it to so-
cial media with encouraging words about the
performance and the work done by students,
faculty, and parents.

In addition to the environment created by
teachers and staff, school administrators have
worked to ensure that the school is one that
is clean and comfortable. Music is played in
the hallways during class change to create a
calming and pleasant atmosphere. Inspira-
tional messages painted on the walls add a
culture of positivity, and those messages con-
vey the high expectations the school has for
students.

Ridgeview Charter Middle School stands out
as a success story in public education. In his
principal’s message on the school’'s website,
Principal Blackwell made his formal title
“Proud Principal”. With such an exceptional
review by the National Forum, he and the en-
tire Ridgeview Charter Middle School family
certainly should feel proud of the school, its
faculty and staff, and most of all, the out-
standing student body.

——
CHRISTINA  VARGAS RECEIVES
THE CHANCELLOR’S EXCEL-

LENCE AWARD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 18, 2019

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Christina Vargas for receiving
the Chancellor's Excellence Award from Texas
State Technical College in Fort Bend County.

A Rosenberg native, Christina has been at
TSTC for two years and currently serves as
the Assistant Director of Enrollment Manage-
ment. The Chancellor's Excellence Award is
given to employees who are recommended by
their peers and exhibit TSTC’s core values of
Excellence, Accountability, Service and Integ-
rity. Christina was one of only 35 recipients
from across the state to earn this award.
Through her time at TSTC, Christina has
helped and inspired her coworkers and stu-
dents alike.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Christina Vargas on receiving the
Chancellor's Excellence Award. | thank her for
her dedication to our students.

———
IN RECOGNITION OF RICHMOND
BELL, RECIPIENT OF THE

FRENCH LEGION OF HONOR
HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 18, 2019

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Richmond Bell as he is
awarded the French Legion of Honor, 75
years after bravely serving in the United
States Army at the Battle of Normandy.
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At only 18 years old, Mr. Bell enlisted in the
29th Infantry in 1943. After many members of
his regiment lost their lives on D-Day, Mr. Bell,
along with 14 other soldiers, were sent to
France in an essential support effort of the re-
maining American Troops.

While serving on the frontlines each day for
more than six weeks, Mr. Bell fought with
courage and dedication to his country. He
continuously risked his life for the war effort
and the safety of his fellow soldiers.

In December of 1945, Mr. Bell returned to
his hometown of Wellfleet, Massachusetts,
honorably discharged with three Purple
Hearts. A lifetime resident of the town, Mr. Bell
is a beloved and respected member of the
Wellfleet community. He is the son of the town
doctor and a former paperboy for the Cape
Cod Standard. Mr. Bell, now “semi-retired,”
lives with his wife Gail. He has 5 children, four
step-children and 26 grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor Rich-
mond Bell for his dedication to his country. |
ask that my colleagues join me in thanking
him for his immense bravery and valiant ef-
forts through a critical time in our nation’s his-
tory.

INTRODUCTION OF SAILORS ACT
HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 18, 2019

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, | rise with
my fellow co-chairs of the bipartisan Congres-
sional Ukraine Caucus to introduce the SAIL-
ORS ACT, or the “Stopping Aggressive Incur-
sions on Liberty by Ordering Russian Sanc-
tions Act.”

This bill would direct the Administration to
sanction 24 senior officers of the Russian Fed-
eral Security Service and its border patrol until
it releases all 24 Ukrainian sailors and the
three vessels it illegally seized in the Kerch
Strait on November 25, 2018.

On that day, an unprovoked Russia bra-
zenly fired upon and took hostage 24 Ukrain-
ians sailors in international waters. The sailors
now languish in Russian prisons in Moscow
under dire conditions.

Tragically, this is just the latest in a series
of dangerous and malicious steps Russia has
taken to undermine Ukraine’s democratic
progress and the international rules-based
order.

Since illegally invading Crimea in 2014,
Russia now seeks to tighten the noose around
Ukrainian coastal waters including building a
barrier in the Kerch Strait to starve Ukraine of
vital naval commerce.

To date, Russia’s illegal war in Eastern
Ukraine has led to the death of over 10,000
innocents and the displacement of millions.

The international community must not stand
idly by as Russia increases its aggression in
Europe and its efforts to undermine democ-
racies globally—including in the United States.
The United States and the free world must
continue to raise the costs of Russian aggres-
sion to protect those at the edge of liberty.

This bill sends a message to the Ukrainian
sailors and their families that the American
people have not forgotten their immense sac-
rifice and heroic struggle to protect their na-
tion’s democratic future. We call on Russia to
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