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War I, fewer than 500,000 are still with us
today, and we’re losing about 350 of them
every day.

After the war, Mel came to Chicago and
married the former Mary Harris, who herself
just turned 89, and the two of them have
raised three children, have five grandchildren
spread across the country, and will be cele-
brating their 69th wedding anniversary this
Fall.

Mel has had a distinguished career as a
journalist, management and marketing consult-
ant, and published author. One of his best-
known books is “Yesterday’s Warriors,” which
recounts his experiences in the War and his
band of brothers who remained friends for a
lifetime.

It is with particular pride that we recognize
the service and wonderful life of a veteran
who is not just still with us, but alive and kick-
ing.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GARY J. PALMER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, July 12, 2019
Mr. PALMER. Madam Speaker, | was un-

avoidably detained. Had | been present, |
would have voted Nay on Roll Call No. 439.

IN RECOGNITION OF COACH RICKY
GRIFFIN

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 12, 2019

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the achievements of Ricky
Griffin, an outstanding North Texas educator
and coach. Coach Giriffin, from Argyle High
School, was one of eleven coaches in the
United States named National Coach of the
Year by the American Baseball Coaches As-
sociation.

Coach Griffin guided the Argyle Eagles to
their second consecutive Class 4-A title this
season and posted a 77-1-1 record over the
last two years. Under his direction, Argyle
High School become the first school in Texas
UIL history to follow up an undefeated state
titte season with another state championship.
Argyle had two outstanding winning seasons:
37-0 in 2018 and 40-1-1 in 2019. Under
Coach Giriffin’s leadership, the Eagles have a
combined 130-10-2 record for the last four
seasons—an unprecedented accomplishment.
In this case, coaching is a family affair. Coach
Griffin’s son, Storm Giriffin, recently joined his
father on the Argyle coaching staff.

In addition to his remarkable career as head
coach of the Eagles baseball team, Coach
Griffin also serves as the defensive backs
coach for the Eagles football team. Notably,
the Argyle football coaches have established a
football program that dominates the Texas
4—A high school football scene. With one state
title under their belt and ranking as one of the
top football programs for the upcoming sea-
son, the Argyle Eagles and their fans should
credit their coaches, including Ricky Griffin, for
leading Argyle students to success.
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While Coach Griffin has compiled a long list
of achievements, his professional mission
goes beyond the field as he strives to develop
his students into remarkable young men. Win-
ning seasons, state championships, and na-
tional recognition have been the icing on the
cake. For his efforts, Coach Giriffin will be hon-
ored at the annual ABCA convention in Janu-
ary 2020 in Nashville, TN.

It is my privilege to recognize Coach Ricky
Griffin for leadership of the Argyle Eagles
baseball team and our North Texas commu-
nity, and | wish him continued success.

————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 11, 2019

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2500) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2020 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes:

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Chair,
for over 25 years, | have made multiple oral
and written requests to federal contracting au-
thorities including the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers to explain why our labor unions have
been systematically excluded from contract
awards—especially at military installations like
the Joint Base in New Jersey.

Over the years, everyone we've met in
meeting after meeting on the federal side have
always been polite and courteous, but the bot-
tom line—the highly trained unionized women
and men don’t get the jobs.

Most recently, | brought labor leaders in-
cluding Mike Maloney—Business Manager for
the Plumbers and Pipefitters Local 9, Mike
Ricca—Business Agent of IBEW Local 400,
and others to meet with the Corps of Engi-
neers regarding contracting processes that
make it near impossible for union members to
get work on the base.

|—we—raised deep concerns that nonunion
contractors may purposely be misclassifying
workers in order to low bid, which if true could
be a serious violation of federal law and con-
trary to Davis Bacon.

We are concerned that irresponsible con-
tractors and subcontractors may be engaging
in two different types of misclassification: craft
misclassification and independent contractor
misclassification. Craft misclassification occurs
when dishonest contractors misclassify high-
skilled workers as general laborers or lower
wage classifications in order to avoid paying
the higher prevailing wage rate applicable to
the high-skilled work actually performed. Inde-
pendent contractor misclassification occurs
when contractors misclassify employees as
independent contractors to avoid paying pre-
vailing wages in order to reduce labor costs
and avoid state and federal taxes.

Today, | am offering an amendment, joined
by my good friend and colleague DONALD
NORCROSS, to task the U.S. Government Ac-
countability Office (GAO) to investigate the
contracting practices of the Corps of Engi-
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neers, with a specific focus on how the Corps
complies with and enforces the requirement to
pay prevailing wages on federally financed
construction jobs, and its probe will include:

Any programs or protocols the Corps of En-
gineers has in place for the purpose of car-
rying out its Davis-Bacon Act enforcement ob-
ligations as set forth in the Federal Acquisition
Regulation.

Any programs or protocols the Corps of En-
gineers has in place for the purpose of identi-
fying and addressing independent contractor
misclassification on projects subject to the
Davis-Bacon Act.

The frequency with which the Corps of Engi-
neers conducts site visits on each covered
project to monitor Davis-Bacon Act compli-
ance.

The frequency with which the Corps of Engi-
neers monitors certified payroll reports sub-
mitted by contractors and subcontractors on
each covered project.

Whether the Corps of Engineers accepts
and investigates complaints of Davis-Bacon
Act violations submitted by third parties, such
as contractors and workers’ rights organiza-
tions.

Whether the Corps of Engineers maintains a
database listing all contractors and sub-
contractors who have, in one way or another,
violated the Davis-Bacon Act and whether the
Corps consults this database as part of its
contract award process.

The frequency, over the last five years, with
which the Corps of Engineers penalized, dis-
qualified, terminated, or moved for debarment
of a contractor for Davis-Bacon violations.

How the Corps of Engineers verifies that the
contractors it hires for its projects are properly
licensed.

This amendment will require the Comptroller
General of the United States to submit a re-
port to Congress summarizing the results of
their findings, in addition to any recommenda-
tions for legislative or regulatory action that
would improve the efforts of enforcing the re-
quirement to pay prevailing wages on federally
financed construction jobs.

Our military installations deserve quality
workmanship, not substandard facilities that
could create potential hazards and diminish
readiness.

The bill, to which | am adding this amend-
ment, authorizes $11.5 billion for military con-
struction projects for fiscal year 2020. Madam
Chair, we need to ensure that taxpayer dol-
lars—and critical investment in military infra-
structure—are being spent in accordance with
the law, including Davis Bacon.

————————

HONORING THE WORLD WAR II,
KOREAN WAR, AND VIETNAM
WAR VETERANS OF ILLINOIS

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 12, 2019

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the World War |l, Korean War, and Viet-
nam War veterans who traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C. on July 10, 2019 with Honor
Flight Chicago, a program that provides World
War Il, Korean War, and Vietnam War vet-
erans the opportunity to visit their memorials
on The National Mall in Washington, D.C.
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These memorials were built to honor their
courage and service to their country.

The American Veteran is one of our great-
est treasures. The Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors,
Marines, and Coast Guardsmen who traveled
here on July 10th answered our nation’s call
to service during several of its greatest times
of need. Across the world, these brave Ameri-
cans risked life and limb, gave service and
sacrificed much, all while embodying what it is
to be a hero. We owe them more gratitude
than can ever be expressed.

| welcome these brave veterans to Wash-
ington and to their memorials. | am proud to
include in the RECORD the names of these
men and women for all to see, hear, and rec-
ognize, and | call on my colleagues to rise and
join me in expressing gratitude:

John G. Aister, Victor J. Alvarez, Brownie J.
Andrews, Jr., Joseph J. Arcara, William J.
Arndt, Gordon W. Atkins, George E. Batson,
Charles Bennett, John C. Bierman, James
Terry Blue, Sr.,, John J. Borg, Walter L.
Brooks, Robert A. Bryant, Patrick Butler, John
W. Cannon, James M. Clemons, Leroy Cobb,
Matthew W. Connor, William J. Dierks, Jack
H. Doyle.

William Thomas Dzingel, Duane Arthur
Foss, Charles W. Fruehe, Dennis W. Gallo-
way, Richard Gardner, Philip L. Givens, Rob-
ert Wesley Godfrey, John P. Greaney, Robert
L. Gurley, James A. Haegele, Sr., Ernest R.
Hanna, Edwin W. Hendry, James John Hen-
nessy, Thomas J. Henry, Superman J. Horn,
Archie Hubbard, Jr., Michael M. Hughes, Hol-
man B. Ingram, Angelo Irizarry, Nello D.
Isabelli.

Ronald J. Janiak, Robert E. Jensen, Theo-
dore B. Knapp, Harold B. Koenen, Ronald J.

Konetsky, James J. Kosinski, Richard
Kowalski, Joseph Kwak, Earl M. Laib, Andrew
Leverenz, James O. Lewis, Wiliam R.

Lindberg, Robert B. Locknar, Stanley R. Lokaj,
Bernard LoMonaco, David L. Lowe, Stewart G.
Margolis, Joseph Martinek, Dwight C. McCon-
nell, Stuart W. McDowell.

Edward W. McQuiston, Robert J. Misevich,
Fernando E. Montilla, Leonard W. Morris,
Jerry I. Mosenson, Charles E. Nichols, Earl A.
Nordmeyer, Harlan W. O’Cull, William O’Neill,
Paul M. Obinger, Stanley J. Penczak, Steven
L. Penczak, George L. Peso, Dennis R.
Rokita, Kent Romanus, Ralph H. Schmalfeld,
Terrence Lee Schmidt, James Schwartz,
Robin P. Schwartz, Auberay L. Smith,
Lynwood Smith, Gerald S. Snarski, Joseph J.
Stachon.

Leroy E. Stahr, Willard Stockfisch, Myron |I.
Strepka, Albert F. Struska, Alexander C.
Styrczula, Edward Sulita, Robert Sweeney,
James J. Sykucki, Donald G. Tollefsen, Greg-
ory B. Tweedy, Sr., John J. Valverde, Hector
H. Villarreal, Robert W. Vogeltanz, Leonard A.
Wantroba, Lawrence Weiss, Edward K.
Weyna, Edward S. Weyna, James C.
Wightman, Clyde Wilson, Samuel Wilson, Leo
W. Wysocki, Ascher Daniel Yates, Daniel R.
Yatsko.

————

HONORING LT. COLONEL SAMUEL
LOMBARDO

HON. MATT GAETZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 12, 2019

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, today | rise to
commemorate the 100th birthday of Lt. Col.
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Samuel Lombardo in honor of his service to
our country. Mr. Lombardo and his family le-
gally immigrated to the United States of Amer-
ica from Italy when he was just 10 years old.
He grew up in Pennsylvania, where he en-
listed to serve in the Army National Guard’s
28th Infantry Division just one month following
the start of World War II.

After training, he was deployed to Europe,
where served as platoon leader and executive
officer of | Company, 394th Infantry Regiment,
99th Division. He served in the “Battle of the
Bulge,” and he continued his service to Amer-
ica in the Korean conflict and in the Vietnam
War.

Throughout his service to our county, Lt.
Colonel Lombardo earned the Silver Star, the
Bronze Star with “V Device” for valor, as well
as an oak leaf cluster for meritorious achieve-
ment, the Army Commendation Medal, the
Army Good Conduct Medal, Combat Infantry-
man Badge, American Campaign Medal, Euro-
pean African Middle Eastern Campaign Medal
with three Campaign Stars, WWII Victory
Medal, National Defense Service Medal,
Armed Forces Reserve Medal, United Nations
Medal, Vietham Expeditionary Forces Medal,
French Legion of Honor, the Belgian
Fourragare, and the Republic of Korea Presi-
dential Unit Citation.

Madam Speaker, please join me in support
of the Okaloosa County Board of County
Commissioners in Florida Congressional Dis-
trict One, as they declare this day, July 12,
2019, to be “Samuel Lombardo Day.”

———————

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT J.
GILLILAND

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 12, 2019

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Robert J. Gilliland, the first
man to fly the world’s fastest supersonic
manned aircraft—the SR-71 Blackbird—who
died on Independence Day last week at the
age of 93. Mr. Gilliland, a native of Memphis,
attended what is now the Campus School at
the University of Memphis and the Webb
School at Bell Buckle, Tennessee. He was a
1949 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy,
where he took his commission in the newly
created U.S. Air Force. After patrolling the
skies over post-war Germany, he won his air
wing’s “top gun” competition. In the Korean
War, he flew F-84s from the Taegu Air Base
with the call sign “Dutch 51.” Returning to the
United States, Mr. Gilliland got a plum assign-
ment to the Air Force’s research and develop-
ment group at Eglin Air Force Base in Florida,
but soon left that post to help his father run
the family’s Memphis commercial real estate
business. After his father died, Mr. Gilliland
joined Lockheed as a test pilot for the F-104
Starfighter in California, then as chief pilot for
the European production of the F-104 at
Turin, ltaly. In 1962, he got a call from Clar-
ence L. “Kelly” Johnson, the chief of Lock-
heed’s advanced research and development
team at what is called the Skunk Works out-
side Burbank, California. There, he worked on
the secretive SR-71 Blackbird, the first
manned stealth aircraft and the fastest of its
day, sometimes at the super-secret Area 51 in
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the Nevada desert. On December 22, 1964,
he piloted the hypersonic SR-71 for the first
time and continued testing an aircraft that
could attain speeds in excess of Mach 3.2 and
climb to the edge of outer space at 85,000
feet. Mr. Gilliland logged more test flight hours
at or above Mach 3 than any other pilot. His
life is the subject of a book due for release
next year with a forward by Captain Chesley
“Sully” Sullenberger, who landed a U.S. Air-
ways flight on the Hudson River in 2009. |
want to extend my condolences to Mr.
Gilliland’s daughter Anne Gilliland Hayes and
her husband Richard; to his son Robert J.
Gillland Jr. and his wife Kim; to his grand-
children Laura, Nathaniel, Stuart, Scott and
Heather; and to his brother, my friend James
S. Gilliland and his wife Lucia. Service was a
family quality that was instilled in Mr. Gilliland
and he was a true hero whose bravery was
repeatedly demonstrated in the harshest pos-
sible circumstances. He was the embodiment
of the Air Force motto, “Aim High, Fly-Fight-
Win.” The nation owes him a debt of gratitude
for an American life well lived.

——————

HONORING ALEXANDER V.
MITRENKO

HON. FRED KELLER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 12, 2019

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, it is my
great honor to recognize and congratulate
Alexander V. Mitrenko of Selinsgrove, Penn-
sylvania, who will take his oath of citizenship
today in Williamsport, Pennsylvania.

Nearly 19 vyears ago, Alex arrived in
Selinsgrove for the first time as a 16-year-old
high school exchange student from the
Ukraine. Upon his arrival, Alexander knew no
one, had no family to accompany him but in
spirit, and spoke very little English. But as
Alex stood at the beginning of a journey that
would eventually bring him to raising his right
hand today in allegiance to our nation, he held
with him what our nation’s earliest settlers had
established and would take him toward a
brighter and better future: the promise of
America.

Alexander readily adapted to American life
by forging new friendships in Central Pennsyl-
vania and joining several groups in his school:
the soccer and baseball teams, chess club,
and the school band, to name a few. He
worked tirelessly to improve his English, stud-
ied hard, frequently offered a unique perspec-
tive on world events to his classmates, and
was always willing to offer a helping hand to
a friend in need. To this day, he continues his
close friendship with his host father in the
United States, George Kinney.

Upon his graduation from high school, Alex-
ander attended Susquehanna University and
earned a Bachelor's of Science degree in Fi-
nance and Information Systems in 2005. He
worked full-time after college and attended
Drexel University’s LeBow College of Business
at night. In 2011, he received a Master’s of
Business Administration in Investment Man-
agement and International Business. In July
2015, Alex obtained his green card and mar-
ried his wife, Erin, later that same year in Oc-
tober. They currently reside in Selinsgrove
with their three adopted cats and are currently
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