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DHS ACQUISITION REVIEW BOARD
ACT OF 2019

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 10, 2019

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, | rise in support of H.R. 2609, the
“DHS Acquisition Review Board Act of 2019.”

This bill would establish the Acquisition Re-
view Board to—

1. strengthen accountability and uniformity
within the Department acquisition review proc-
ess;

2. review major acquisition programs; and

3. review the use of best practices.

The Acquisition Review Board also deter-
mines whether best practices are incorporated
in proposed acquisition strategies and if the
strategies are aligned with Department stra-
tegic initiatives.

Last, the Acquisition Review Board over-
sees the progression of major acquisition pro-
grams, confirming that the proposed acquisi-
tion has met key phases of the lifecycle frame-
work, and conducting systematic reviews of
the acquisition to ensure the program is pro-
gressing in compliance with approved docu-
mentation.

| stand in support of fairness and trans-
parency through the Acquisition Review
Board.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting H.R. 2609 to establish the
Acquisition Review Board as chaired by the
Under Secretary for Management.

RECOGNIZING THE 2019 FAIRFAX
COUNTY SHERIFE’S OFFICE
VALOR AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize an outstanding group of
men and women in Northern Virginia. These
individuals have demonstrated superior dedi-
cation to public safety and have been awarded
the prestigious Valor Award by the Northern
Virginia Chamber of Commerce.

This is the 41st Annual Valor Awards spon-
sored by the Northern Virginia Chamber of
Commerce. This event honors the remarkable
heroism and bravery in the line of duty exem-
plified by our public safety officers. Our public
safety and law enforcement personnel put
their lives on the line every day to keep our
families and neighborhoods safe. This year’s
ceremony will present 123 awards to recog-
nize extraordinary actions above and beyond
the call of duty in a variety of categories in-
cluding the Lifesaving Certificate, the Certifi-
cate of Valor, and the Bronze and Silver
Medal of Valor.

Twenty-two members of the Fairfax County
Sheriff’'s Office are being honored this year for
their exceptional service. It is with great pride
that | include in the RECORD the names of the
following Valor Award Recipients:

SILVER MEDAL OF VALOR

PFC Daniel Boring
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PFC Christopher Sheffer
PFC Morgan Walker
BRONZE MEDAL OF VALOR
PFC Francisco Rivas-Umanzor
CERTIFICATE OF VALOR

2nd Lt. Roman Rauhala

2nd Lt. William Redfern

Sgt. Kevin Reilly

MDC Paul Hensel

Ms. Patricia Alexander

LIFESAVING CERTIFICATE

MDS Jerry Grady

PFC Timothy Pillon

PFC Joseph Nicholson

PFC Luiz Costa

PFC Mark Combs

PFC Elizabeth Tracy

PFC Omar Mercedes

PFC Connor Delgado

PFC Cecil Richardson

Ret. PFC Melissa Meler

Dep. Brendan Yunger

Dep. Andrew Crossan

Dep. Nichell Bailey-Holiday

Madam Speaker, | congratulate the 2019
Valor Award Recipients, and thank all of the
men and women who serve in the Fairfax
County Sheriff's Office. Their efforts, made on
behalf of the citizens of our community, are
selfless acts of heroism and truly merit our
highest praise. | ask my colleagues to join me
in applauding this group of remarkable citi-
zens.

———————

HONORING DR. KAREN HAYNES ON

HER RETIREMENT AS PRESI-
DENT OF CALIFORNIA STATE
UNIVERSITY SAN MARCOS

HON. MIKE LEVIN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Mr LEVIN of California. Madam Speaker, |
rise to honor Dr. Karen Haynes on the event
of her retirement as president of California
State University San Marcos.

Dr. Haynes has worked for over 30 years as
an academic administrator. During her tenure
as president of California State University San
Marcos (CSUSM), she was instrumental in the
growth and development of the school. She
joined CSUSM fourteen years after the school
opened its doors, with a student population of
merely 7,000. CSUSM is now home to over
17,000 students, Division |l athletics, and a
satellite campus in Temecula.

Since the beginning of her tenure, Dr.
Haynes has worked to ensure that CSUSM
serves a diverse student population. Around
one third of CSU San Marcos students are
outside of the traditional college age range,
and the school has the largest number of Na-
tive American students per-capita in the CSU
system. Like Dr. Haynes herself, almost half of
the students are first-generation college stu-
dents.

CSUSM would not be the school it is today
without the hard work and dedication of Dr.
Haynes. | thank Dr. Haynes for her fifteen
years of service to California State University
San Marcos and congratulate her on her re-
tirement.

June 11, 2019

DR. SCHOONOVER’S REMARKS ON
NATIONAL SECURITY IMPLICA-
TIONS OF CLIMATE CHANGE

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Ms. PINGREE. Madam Speaker, on June 5,
2019, Dr. Rod Schoonover, a Senior Analyst
in the Bureau of Intelligence and Research of
the U.S. Department of State, testified before
the House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence. The hearing sought answers on
the very real dangers and national security
risks caused by climate change. The Adminis-
tration, however, continued its pattern of anti-
science and climate denial behavior. Though
Dr. Schoonover was allowed to give his in-
valuable testimony, the Administration blocked
his testimony from being entered into the
record. We must recognize that -climate
change is a threat to our country’s economic
well-being, public health, and national security.
| include in the RECORD part of Schoonover’s
summary, but urge my colleagues to read the
full report here: https://games-cdn.
washingtonpost.com/notes/prod/default/docu-
ments/23db973-209c¢-44c2-ab0f-
1db57d157f51/note/7acf47a1-8ec4-4e76-a93e-
2d4dba26cb28.pdf#tpage=I

UNCLASSIFIED

Chairman Schiff, Ranking Member Nunes,
and distinguished members of the Com-
mittee, thank you for inviting me to speak
with you today on the national security im-
plications of climate change.

As a U.S. intelligence officer in the Depart-
ment of State Bureau of Intelligence and Re-
search it is my job to provide clear, objec-
tive, and independent analysis to policy-
makers to advance U.S. national security ob-
jectives. As a scientist in the intelligence
community (IC), I blend insights derived
from peer-reviewed journal articles and
other scientific reports with information
gathered from daily intelligence reporting to
provide science-informed national security
analysis. My understanding of this and other
issues is deepened by the cadre of talented
and dedicated officers in the IC, many with
technical expertise, who quietly serve U.S.
interests. This Committee is already aware
that the IC does not advocate for any par-
ticular set of policies, including those that
address climate change.

THE BOTTOM LINE

Fundamental characteristics of the global
climate are moving outside the bounds expe-
rienced in modern history and there is uncer-
tainty on how some aspects of the climate
will evolve. Given the complex social and po-
litical contexts in which a multitude of
changes are occurring, however, we can ex-
pect new and compounded stresses on people
and societies around the world, many with
outcomes important for national security.

Climate change will have wide-ranging im-
plications for U.S. national security over the
next 20 years through global perturbations,
increased risk of political instability,
heightened tensions between countries for
resources, a growing number of climate-
linked humanitarian crises, emergent
geostrategic competitive domains, and ad-
verse effects on militaries. Increasingly
probable amalgamations of these security
concerns are especially worrisome. Climate
change alone is unlikely to trigger state fail-
ure in the next few decades but it will affect
factors that that contribute to conflict, such
as access to natural resources. People will
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increasingly decide to move because of dete-
riorating conditions, both within nations
and into countries that are more prosperous.
Perhaps most importantly, the rapidity of
concurrent and compounded changes to
Earth’s systems, from human and natural
causes, heightens the risk for unwelcome and
possibly severe climate-linked surprises.
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FRAMEWORK FOR ANALYSIS

The IC’s task with respect to climate
change is to inform policymakers of the
myriad risks and uncertainties that may lie
ahead, rather than trying to predict the fu-
ture. We have therefore examined a wide
range of climate change effects, including
those currently believed to have low prob-
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ability, particularly if the ramifications
could be highly impactful. The IC focuses on
security considerations outside the United
States, so we do not address the direct ef-
fects of climate change on the U.S.homeland.
We expect, however, that many judgements
could nonetheless apply to the United
States.
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