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My wife Lisa and | took shelter in our base-
ment as the storms passed. The totality of the
destruction emerged with Tuesday’s sunrise.

The caved roofs, toppled power lines, and
staircases without surrounding structures gave
powerful testimony to the violence of the
storms.

Despite the terrible destruction in our dis-
trict, we also saw signs of hope. Our commu-
nities always come together to help one an-
other in times of need. It is why southwest
Ohio is such a special place to call home.

Our first responders do an amazing job.
There were no Democrats, no Republicans;
there were just neighbors helping neighbors.
I's too bad that it often takes a tragedy to
highlight this special quality in us, but it is
there—and it is a great thing to see.

| want to thank our first responders, Ohio
Senators PORTMAN and BROWN for their lead-
ership during this time of crisis, the Ohio dele-
gation, Governor DeWine, and leaders across
the country who are standing with the people
of Ohio.

Madam Speaker, as relief and recovery ef-
forts continue in Southwest Ohio, | use my
time on the floor today to honor the heroes
and survivors. We will rebuild and be stronger
than before.

RECOGNIZING THE RE-ESTABLISH-
MENT OF NON-STOP TRANS-
ATLANTIC FLIGHTS BETWEEN
THE UNITED STATES AND THE
REPUBLIC OF CROATIA

HON. NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 5, 2019

Ms. BARRAGAN. Madam Speaker, as Co-
Chair of the Congressional Croatian Caucus, |
rise today to bring attention to a very special
milestone scheduled to take flight this coming
Friday. On June 7, 2019, for the first time in
twenty-eight years, non-stop transatlantic air
travel will occur between the United States
and the Republic of Croatia. American Airlines
will have the honor of transporting passengers
directly from Philadelphia International Airport
to Dubrovnik International Airport in Croatia.

This event is especially momentous to me
because my congressional district is home to
the largest concentration of Croatians living in
the United States. In fact, several of my con-
stituents from San Pedro, California, will be on
hand in Philadelphia to witness the inaugural
flight and celebrate this exciting partnership
with fellow Croatians, Croatian government of-
ficials, diplomats, and prominent civic leaders
from Philadelphia.

The return to direct non-stop air service is
yet another example of the United States’
strong economic and political relationship with
Croatia, a very important NATO ally. For me
and my constituents, this new chapter will not
only enhance these relationships but create
opportunities to connect our communities and
cultures. With this in mind, | am including in
the RECORD a letter from Steven Rukavina,
President of the National Federation of Cro-
atian Americans, to Philadelphia Mayor Jim
Kenney underscoring the significance of this
first flight from Philadelphia and the strength-
ened relationship that will result between our
two countries.
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I wish this new endeavor between the
United States and Croatia every success and
look forward to one day soon being a pas-
senger on this flight.

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF CROATIAN
AMERICANS CULTURAL FOUNDATION,
Washington, DC, May 10, 2019.
Hon. JIM KENNEY,
Mayor, Philadelphia, PA.

DEAR MAYOR KENNEY: On behalf of the Na-
tional Federation of Croatian Americans
Cultural Foundation (NFCA), and as a proud
resident of Philadelphia, please allow me to
share with you a quickly approaching mile-
stone for our City.

The Croatian American community is so
pleased that we will see the Croatian flag
raised at City Hall on Friday, June Tth. Of
course, we are thrilled that you and so many
of Philadelphia’s civic and business leaders
will attend the Croatian gala celebration at
the National Constitutional Center on June
6th, too.

These events will salute the first commer-
cial non-stop flight in twenty-eight years
from the United States to Croatia, which
will depart Philadelphia International Air-
port on the evening of June 7. This historic
American Airlines flight will touch down on
Croatia’s Adriatic coast in the City of
Dubrovnik the next morning. I must say that
I am very honored to be able to fly on this
inaugural flight that night.

The non-stop flights that will follow will
directly connect our World Heritage City of
Philadelphia to the City of Dubrovnik—
which is known as the ‘“‘Pearl of the Adri-
atic’” and which has also been included as a
UNESCO World Heritage site since 1979. This
important Croatian city holds historic rel-
evance as a significant Mediterranean port
and sea power since the 13th century.
Dubrovnik flourished really well throughout
the 15th and 17th centuries and was lauded
internationally for its skilled diplomacy and
wealth! It is also historic and coincidental
that the Republic of Ragusa—an aristocratic
maritime republic that once included
Dubrovnik—was one of the first political en-
tities to recognize the independence of the
United States of America in the 1770s.

In the coming years tourism between our
two countries will only grow, and Americans
will be able to further engage in the rich cul-
ture and history of Croatia. These newly in-
augurated American Airlines non-stop
flights will specifically allow Philadelphians
the ease and comfort of non-stop travel to
the Adriatic Coast. This will prompt many in
our City to take a unique trip that they may
not have before considered. This kind of un-
precedented access will also draw many tour-
ists to visit Philadelphia, too, as the depar-
ture city for their travels to and from Cro-
atia.

The Croatian American community has
also held a significant place in the history of
the State of Pennsylvania. Croatian Amer-
ican immigration helped to significantly
propel the steel industry in the western part
of our Pennsylvania during the Second In-
dustrial Revolution. Significantly, the Cro-
atian Fraternal Union of America (CFU),
which is now headquartered in Monroeville
PA, will celebrate its 125th anniversary from
September 21-25 in Pittsburgh.

The special bond between the U.S. and Cro-
atia has been further strengthened during
the past ten years with Croatia’s 2009 ascen-
sion into full membership in the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO). This
multilateral Euro-Atlantic security alliance
membership and treaty, now has only fur-
ther cemented the strong bilateral relation-
ship between our two nations over the last
ten years.

Looking to the future—with Croatia as-
suming the Presidency of the European
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Union in January, 2020—we hope to build on
the success of these important air flight ac-
tivities beginning in June via additional
global-oriented events within the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania during 2020, espe-
cially in our City of Philadelphia.

We applaud all your efforts to promote
Philadelphia as a global destination for tour-
ism, for international business growth, and
now as a bridge to the City of Dubrovnik, an-
other World Heritage site with a special bond
to our historic American city!

Sincerely,
STEVE RUKAVINA,
President, National Federation of
Croatian Americans Cultural Foundation.

———

HONORING THE WORK OF KOJO
NNAMDI

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 5, 2019

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to ask the House of Representatives to join
me in recognizing Kojo Nnamdi and The Kojo
Nnamdi Show for two decades on air with
WAMU 88.5, Washington’s National Public
Radio news station.

No other local radio program brings the
depth, sensitivity and familiarity with the impor-
tant issues of the Washington, D.C. region
better than The Kojo Nnamdi Show. Hosted by
the universally beloved Kojo Nnamdi, the
show has been at the center of critical con-
versations about society, community, race,
housing, education, politics, the arts and more
for 20 years.

While divisiveness has become the talk
show norm, Nnamdi takes the time to create
thoughtful dialogue—engendering trust among
guests and listeners alike. Whether talking to
citizens or politicians, he generates honest,
productive discussions with guests, incor-
porating engagement with listeners.

Nnamdi makes it a priority to meet people
where their lives happen—in the community.
Nnamdi’s  conversations in communities
around the region amplify the voices of those
who would not be.

A native of Guyana, Nnamdi moved to D.C.
in 1969 to engage with the civil rights move-
ment. Now a longtime D.C. resident, Nnamdi
brings both a global perspective and vast
knowledge of the region to front page head-
lines and explores emerging stories before
they are news.

From 1973 to 1985, Nnamdi worked at
WHUR-FM, where he served as news editor
and then news director, producing the award-
winning local news program The Daily Drum.
From 1985 to 2011, he hosted Evening Ex-
change, a public affairs television program
broadcast by WHUT-TV at Howard University.
Nnamdi became host of a WAMU program
called Public Interest in August 1998, and the
name was changed to The Kojo Nnamdi Show
in September 2002.

In 2001, Nnamdi was honored as a civil
rights hero by the National Council for Com-
munity Justice. In 2003, the Library of Con-
gress selected Nnamdi as the keynote speak-
er for African American History Month. In addi-
tion to his hosting duties, Nnamdi has chaired
the board of the Public Access Corporation of
Washington, D.C. for the past 25 years. In
2014, Nnamdi was inducted into the Hall of
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Fame of the D.C. chapter of the Society of
Professional Journalists, and in 2018, he was
inducted into the D.C. Hall of Fame Society.

The Kojo Nnamdi Show has won numerous
awards, including multiple Public Radio News
Directors Incorporated and Associated Press
honors, as well as the National Association of
Black Broadcasters Salute to Excellence
Award.

Over the years, Nnamdi has taken listeners
on both intellectual and emotional journeys
around the rapidly evolving Washington re-
gion. He has convened critical conversations
for 20 years at the heart of change.

Madam Speaker, | ask the House to please
join me in recognizing Kojo Nnamdi and The
Kojo Nnamdi Show for 20 years of dedicated
work in the Washington, D.C. area.

—————

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ST. IGNATIUS OF
LOYOLA CATHOLIC PARISH

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 5, 2019

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it's my
honor to recognize the 100th anniversary of
St. Ignatius of Loyola Catholic Parish in Rog-
ers City, Michigan. Through its dedication to
education, faith, and its local community, St.
Ignatius has become an indispensable part of
Michigan’s First District.

Founded in 1919 by Father C.T.
Skowronski, St. Ignatius Church grew rapidly
to serve the thriving community and growing
Catholic congregation during the early 20th
century. Over the next 100 years, St. Ignatius
continued its success and worked to fulfill its
mission of faith-filled liturgies, hospitality,
evangelization, family life, and life-long edu-
cation. The parish’s dedication to its local
community serves as an example for every
person in Northern Michigan, and its impact
on Michigan’s First District cannot be under-
stated. As Saint Ignatius of Loyola said, “Love
is shown more in deeds than in words.”

Madam Speaker, it's my honor to congratu-
late St. Ignatius of Loyola Catholic Parish and
its parishioners for 100 years of success, serv-
ice, and faith. Michiganders can take great
pride in knowing the First District is home to
such dedicated citizens. On behalf of my con-
stituents, | wish them all the best in its future
endeavors.

————

HONORING THE ARIZONA PUBLIC
SERVICE WORKERS WHO HELPED
RESTORE ELECTRICITY TO
PUERTO RICO

HON. RUBEN GALLEGO

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 5, 2019

Mr. GALLEGO. Madam Speaker, it is my
privilege to honor the service of dozens of Ari-
zonans who worked around the clock to repair
the Puerto Rican electrical grid in the after-
math of Hurricanes Irma and Maria. Their life-
saving efforts helped restore food production,
transportation, education, and health care
services.
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In the fall of 2017, Irma and Maria struck
Puerto Rico in quick succession, less than two
weeks apart. A Category 4 storm, Maria’s 155
mph winds and rainfall compounded Irma’s
damage, and further devastated an island that
is deeply vulnerable to the extremes of climate
change. Flash floods and high winds damaged
neighborhoods, houses, roads, schools, and
businesses in a matter of mere hours. The
storm also completely destroyed Puerto Rico’s
electric grid: 89 percent, or 2,100 miles of the
island’s transmission lines, and 24,000 miles
of distribution lines, were gone.

This was the largest blackout in United
States history. All 3.4 million of our fellow
Americans in Puerto Rico lost power, including
those for whom access to electricity can make
the difference between life and death. Thou-
sands of citizens, for example, rely on elec-
tricity for essential medical needs—to power
their respirators, refrigerate their insulin, and
sustain their dialysis treatments.

In the wake of Maria’s landfall, with death
tolls rising to 2,700, Puerto Ricans went to
sleep each night in total darkness and uncer-
tainty. This is why we recognize the commit-
ment of the 83 Arizona Public Service line
workers who, between January and March of
2018, traveled 3,000 miles from Arizona to
Puerto Rico to rebuild and reenergize the is-
land’s electric grid. These Arizonans left their
families for more than six weeks to work
alongside new friends and fellow Americans in
Puerto Rico. Together in partnership with
Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority (PREPA)
and 12 other public power utilities, APS work-
ers helped install 5,000 poles and 4,400 miles
of wire, restoring power to 97 percent of the
island’s residents.

| want to thank them for their service at a
time of such dire need. As Puerto Ricans con-
tinue to rebuild after the hurricane, residents
have rallied around the saying, “Puerto Rico
se levantal”—Puerto Rico is rising again! But
the APS line workers who served in Puerto
Rico have demonstrated something more:
“Cuando Puerto Rico se levanta, el mundo se
levanta también.” When Puerto Rico rises, the
rest of the world rises in tandem, alongside
them.

———

IN HONOR OF ALVIN HUSTON
PERRY

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 5, 2019

Mr. BARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of a special man, Mr. Alvin
Huston Perry of Lawrenceburg, Kentucky. Mr.
Perry is part of a special group of heroes that
served our nation during World War II.

Mr. Perry was born in August of 1923 and
grew up on a farm in rural Anderson County.
He was drafted into the United States Army in
November of 1943. He was assigned to the
331st Infantry Regiment, 83rd Infantry Divi-
sion. Mr. Perry’s unit was part of the second
wave of men to land on Omaha Beach after
the D-Day invasion. German forces surprised
Perry’s company as fighting ensued in the
hedgerows in Normandy. Mr. Perry was in-
jured in the shoulder and his company was
captured. He was taken to a German field
hospital in Ruins, France where he was treat-
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ed, From there, he was taken to Stalag Xll—
A in Limburg, Germany and later to Stalag
VII-A in Musburg, Germany. He and his fellow
prisoners lived in boxcars and were taken to
Munich every day to work. He was a prisoner
of war from July 1944 to April 1945.

Following liberation by American forces, Mr.
Perry returned to serve stateside. At the war’s
end, he farmed and created a milk route deliv-
ering milk containers from dairy farms to dis-
tribution plants. He married his sweetheart
Oneida, who he met in grade school.

Mr. Perry earned a Purple Heart, a Prisoner
of War Medal, a Good Conduct Medal, and a
WWII Victory Medal. He will be honored on
June 7, 2019 with the French Legion of Honor,
the highest decoration bestowed in France.

Mr. Perry and his fellow veterans are true
heroes. As members of the “Greatest Genera-
tion”, they willingly served to protect and de-
fend the freedoms that we enjoy today. | am
humbled to honor the service of Mr. Alvin
Huston Perry before the United States Con-
gress.

——

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF RICKIE SPROULE

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 5, 2019

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it is my
honor to recognize the life and service of
Rickie Sproule. As a proud Veteran of the
United States Marine Corps, Rickie has prov-
en himself to be an indispensable part of
Michigan’s First District.

The Continental Marines were formed by
decree of the Second Continental Congress
on November 10, 1775. Since the Revolu-
tionary War, Marines served with the Amer-
ican Expeditionary Force on the Western Front
of WWI, island hopped in the Pacific, landed
on the beaches of North Korea, fought to pro-
tect the Republic of Vietnam, and defended
Americans from the threat of global terrorism.
Rickie served a crucial role during his service
in the Marines, maintaining jet engines and
ensuring the safety and fighting capacity of
our Airmen. His unwavering devotion to duty
perfectly exemplifies the spirit of the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps. We owe Rickie and his brothers in
arms an enormous debt of gratitude. He has
served our nation willingly, honorably, and
without bias.

Madam Speaker, it's my honor today to ac-
knowledge the extraordinary life of Rickie
Sproule. | ask that you join with me and the
people of Michigan’s First District in thanking
him for his unwavering commitment to our na-
tion and its people.

———

HONORING THE NAVY LEAGUE OF
THE UNITED STATES

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 5, 2019

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, over the years, the Navy League of the
United States has compiled an impressive
record of accomplishments and is widely re-
spected by both the private and public sector.
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