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contributions to numerous reports, testimonies,
and cost estimates in just about every subject
area covered by CBO, including the economy,
national security, and health care.

T.J.s service to the nation did not begin
with her work at CBO. She came to CBO from
the Defense Department’'s TRICARE Manage-
ment Activity (now the Defense Health Agen-
cy), where she was an Associate General
Counsel, providing guidance to the Director
and staff on policy and legal issues involved in
delivering quality health care to military per-
sonnel, military retirees, and their dependents.

Although T.J. is retiring from civilian service,
she will continue her exemplary military ca-
reer. For nearly 27 years, she has served as
a member of the Air Force’s Judge Advocate
General Corps. She first served on active duty
in various locations, including Alaska, Korea,
Germany, Irag, and Afghanistan. During that
time, T.J. defended the Air Force against tort
claims, prosecuted criminal offenses, taught at
the U.S. Air Force Academy, commanded a
cadet squadron, and was a military assistant
to the General Counsel of the Department of
Defense. Since transferring to the reserves
more than 14 years ago, she has served in
the North American Aerospace Defense Com-
mand and United States Northern Command,
the Air Force Space Command, the Air Force
Nuclear Weapons Center, and the Pacific Air
Forces. She remains active as a colonel in the
selected reserves today.

Her colleagues in CBO and on the Hill ap-
preciate her hard work, keen insights, sense
of humor, and steady hand. They will espe-
cially miss her generosity with her time and
knowledge, her patience, and especially her
kindness.

I know my colleagues join me in extending
our thanks and appreciation to T.J. for her
service to our country. We wish her well in her
future undertakings and hope that the nation
will continue to benefit from her expertise and
commitment.

——————

HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE METROPOLITAN
AREA AGENCY ON AGING

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 3, 2019

Ms. McCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 25th anniversary of the
Metropolitan Area Agency on Aging (MAAA).
For 25 years, this nonprofit organization has
served as a trusted advocate and resource for
older adults and caregivers in the Twin Cities
seven-county metropolitan area, helping sen-
iors age well in their homes and communities.

As part of the history of the Older Ameri-
cans Act, in 1972, the Metropolitan Council
was designated the first Area Agency on
Aging (AAA) for the Twin Cities metro area.
MAAA was founded in 1994 as an inde-
pendent, nonprofit organization and des-
ignated the AAA to carry out Older Americans
Act services and programs. In 1997, Senior
LinkAge Line call centers were established at
MAAA and AAAs across Minnesota. In 2000,
the National Family Caregiver Support was
enacted by Congress and in 2001, MAAA es-
tablished the Metropolitan Caregiver Service
Collaborative. In 2004, it launched Sustaining
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Minority Elders in Their Communities—an ini-
tiative to provide technical assistance and
funding for organizations serving minority el-
ders. The Upper Midwest Pension Rights
Project became part of MAAA in 2009. It pro-
vides free legal counseling to residents of Min-
nesota, Wisconsin, lowa, North Dakota, and
South Dakota who have questions or prob-
lems related to their pensions. In 2011, MAAA
became the fiscal sponsor for ACT on Alz-
heimer's—a statewide collaboration that began
in Minnesota and led to the creation of a na-
tional initiative—Dementia Friendly America. In
2015, MAAA hosted the regional White House
Conference on Aging.

Over the years, MAAA continues to adapt
and expand the connections, services, and
programs it oversees to better meet the needs
of our aging communities. In 2015, MAAA
founded Innovations for Aging, a wholly owned
nonprofit subsidiary to expand its health pro-
motion and wellness work. In 2016, Juniper
was started in partnership with AAAs across
Minnesota, and with Innovations for Aging as
the managing partner. It provides evidence-
based programming to help adults manage
chronic health conditions, prevent falls, and be
fit. Today, MAAA has grown from a staff of
eight to employing 108 staff and is located in
Arden Hills. In 2018, with Older Americans Act
funding, MAAA and its community-based part-
ners served 24,366 older adults and care-
givers with critical service including chore and
homemaking services, meals, rides, and care-
giver consultation. More than 35 percent of
those served were minority or Native elders.
Through the Senior LinkAge Line and the help
of its volunteers, MAAA served 66,673 people
and answered 43,000 Medicare Open Enroll-
ment calls last year.

Madam Speaker, the steadfast leadership,
unbiased information, and assistance that
MAAA provides to the aging communities in
the Twin Cities metro are commendable and
deserve to be celebrated. Please join me in
honoring the 25th Anniversary of the Metro-
politan Area Agency on Aging.

CONGRATULATING GORDON
HIGGINS ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 3, 2019

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Hall County Schools’
spokesman and athletic director Gordon Hig-
gins on his retirement.

Higgins first moved to Hall County in 1980,
starting as a teacher and coach at Johnson
High School in Oakwood, Georgia. Now, at
the age of 71, Higgins is retiring after devoting
47 years of his career to education, 39 of
which he spent working as an administrator,
an educator, and a coach in Hall County.

When Higgins first began teaching in Hall
County in 1980, there were only three high
schools serving a population of approximately
60,000. Over the last five decades, the popu-
lation of Hall County has exploded to over
200,000 people, and there are now eight high
schools across the district. For the last 39
years, Higgins played a critical role in guiding
and shaping the school district through this
season of incredible growth, and he focused
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heavily on the fact that with growth comes an
increased need for accountability. He made
continuous efforts to increase the role of ath-
letics in the local community and maintained a
close relationship with local media outlets to
ensure the community stayed informed on any
news coming out of the Hall County School
District, whether positive or negative.

During his tenure, Higgins partnered with
various individuals and organizations for the
betterment of the student body. Within the ath-
letic department, Higgins helped implement
new safety standards for tending to student
athlete injuries by partnering with Dr. John
Vachtsevanos to implement the Immediate
Post-Concussion Assessment and Cognitive
Testing Program, which has given Hall County
athletics staff the ability to quickly determine
whether a student athlete has suffered from a
concussion and should receive medical atten-
tion.

Higgins also worked tirelessly to help pre-
pare students for the workforce by working
with the Hall County Chamber of Commerce
to create partnerships between Hall County
schools and local businesses to make work-
study programs available to students.

Higgins says what he will miss the most is
the people. The community of students, teach-
ers, and parents he has served mean much to
him and his family, and Higgins certainly
means the world to our community. He has
served our students and our community as a
role model, teacher, administrator, and coach,
and the Hall County School District is forever
better because of his dedication. | want to
thank Gordon Higgins for his commitment to
our students and our community, and | wish
him all the best in his retirement.

———

RECOGNIZING THE BENJAMIN
MILLS CHAPTER OF THE NA-
TIONAL SOCIETY OF THE
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN
REVOLUTION

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 3, 2019

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the Benjamin Mills Chapter of the
National Society of the Daughters of the
American Revolution.

During the Revolutionary War, Benjamin
Mills served as a private and then as a 2nd
lieutenant in the Maryland troops. His wife,
Elizabeth, was also a patriot, having sewn
shirts for the soldiers. After the war, the Mills
family left Maryland to live in Pennsylvania.
The family moved west, settling in Paris, Ken-
tucky where Benjamin, Sr. died in 1822. Son
Andrew and his family then migrated to lllinois
in 1827 and settled in the southern part of
Bond County, where hundreds of their de-
scendants still populate the area.

On June 16, 2019, the Benjamin Mills Chap-
ter, in coordination with the lllinois State Re-
gent, Gloria Perkins Flathom, will dedicate two
official NSDAR plaques in honor of Camp
Ground Cumberland Presbyterian Church and
Old Camp Ground Cemetery.

The Old Camp Ground Cemetery was es-
tablished around 1830. Buried there are Revo-
lutionary War soldier Joseph McAdams, Mary
Trotter Mills, daughter of Revolutionary War
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soldier Joseph Trotter, as well as veterans
from the following conflicts: 1812, Black Hawk,
Indian, Mexican, Civil, Spanish, WWI, WWII,
Korea, and Vietnam.

The Camp Ground Cumberland Pres-
byterian Church began as a revival meeting of
local families, and eventually led to the found-
ing of the church at the site circa 1826. The
original church building held worship services
furnished with only the bare necessities, a dirt
floor and a pulpit.

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
the Benjamin Mills Chapter of the NSDAR as
it dedicates these two plaques. The Chapter
has been active in the Bond County area for
over 100 years, and | wish it the best as it em-
barks on the next 100 years of promoting the
Daughters of the American Revolution motto:
God, Home, and Country.

CELEBRATING THE PRESIDENCY
OF KATHERINE P. DOUGLAS AT
CORNING COMMUNITY COLLEGE

HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 3, 2019

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the career of Katherine P. Douglas
at Corning Community College, and congratu-
late her on her retirement.

For the last eight years, Katherine Douglas
has served as the President of Corning Com-
munity College. As the sixth President in the
history of the college, her goal has been to
support the power of learning and improve the
quality of life for students, their families, and
our communities. Through a number of initia-
tives completed by the College throughout her
tenure, Katherine has certainly met that goal.

Under Katherine’s leadership, Corning Com-
munity College has flourished and grown to
meet the needs of changing times. In 2012,
she founded the Presidential Scholars scholar-
ship program to aid exceptional students from
Chemung, Steuben, and Schuyler counties
and ensure they could graduate from Corning
Community College free of tuition debt. Kath-
erine helped transform the campus into a resi-
dential community with the opening of a three-
story residence in 2013, dedicated to the Col-
lege’s first President, William Perry. As the
workforce changed with an increased demand
for healthcare professionals, Katherine em-
braced that change and was instrumental in
the opening of the College’s new state-of-the-
art Health Education Center in 2017.

As Katherine moves forward with the next
chapter of her life, we applaud her dedicated
leadership of Corning Community College, and
we wish her all the best in her retirement.

Given the above, | ask that this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations and join me to
celebrate Katherine Douglas and her remark-
able presidency at Corning Community Col-
lege.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PETE STAUBER

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, June 3, 2019

Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker, | was un-
able to vote on May 23, 2019 because | had
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the privilege of advocating for Duluth, Min-
nesota’s 148th Fighter Wing in a meeting with
Air Force Secretary Heather Wilson. Had |
been present, | would have voted YEA on Roll
Call No. 229; YEA on Roll Call No. 230; and
YEA on Roll Call No. 231.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 350TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF WOODBRIDGE
TOWNSHIP

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 3, 2019

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, it is my
honor to recognize Woodbridge Township on
the 350th anniversary of its founding and join
with its officials and residents in celebration of
this historic milestone.

Woodbridge received its charter on June 1,
1669 by King Charles of England, nearly five
years after its settlement. Its long history has
been marked with notable events, residents
and visitors, including an overnight stop at the
Cross Keys Tavern by George Washington on
his travel from Mount Vernon to New York for
his inauguration.

It has also received several distinctions for
its outstanding growth and community excel-
lence. In 1964, Woodbridge was among only
ten municipalities in the United States to re-
ceive the All American City Award, and in
1966 the township was presented with the
Distinguished Achievement Award in the Na-
tional Cleanest Town Achievement Contest by
First Lady Johnson.

Woodbridge continues to preserve its history
and community atmosphere while embracing
growth. Today, the township is comprised of
the communities of Avenel, Colonia, Fords,
Hopelawn, Iselin, Keasbey, Menlo Park Ter-
race, Port Reading, Sewaren and Woodbridge
and is one of the largest municipalities in New
Jersey, with over 100,000 residents. It is home
to Metropark train station, Woodbridge Center
mall, large corporations and businesses as
well as bustling downtowns. It is also a thriv-
ing arts community, with the Barron Arts Cen-
ter and the Avenel Performing Arts Center,
among others. Its diverse population and dis-
tinct features make Woodbridge a unique and
flourishing town.

In its 350th year, the township is governed
by Mayor John McCormac, Council President
Cory Spillar and council members Kyle Ander-
son, Howie Bauer, Lizbeth Dedesus, Nancy
Drumm, Gregg M. Ficarra, Debbie Meehan,
Virbhadra N. Patel and Brian Small.

Madam Speaker, | sincerely hope that my
colleagues will join me in marking the 350th
anniversary of Woodbridge Township and
celebrating its rich history.
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COMMEMORATION OF THE 225TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUND-
ING OF THE ALEXANDRIA LI-
BRARY AND THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HISTORIC ROBIN-
SON LIBRARY SIT-IN

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR.

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 3, 2019

Mr. BEYER. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the Alexandria Library, which
has a rich history that spans two centuries.
This year, the library is celebrating its 225th
year as an entity as well as the 80th anniver-
sary of the historic 1939 Library Sit-In.

The Alexandria Library was originally found-
ed on July 24, 1794, by the Alexandria Library
Company, where the Library was established
as a subscription service where members paid
a small fee to use its books, becoming the first
in the state to do so.

Over the years, the Library was housed in
several of the City’s historic buildings such as
the City Hall, Lyceum, the old Firehouse,
Stabler's Apothecary and United Daughters of
the Confederacy’s Confederate Hall.

The community supported the recovery of
the Library in the aftermath of the Civil War
and the Depression of 1873, and again in the
1890s from the Panic of 1893.

In the 1930s, several groups came together
to form a public library with Dr. Robert Barrett
donating the money to build the Kate Waller
Barrett Library (in honor of his mother), includ-
ing the Alexandria Library Company, who do-
nated the books to create the collection, the
Society of Friends, who donated the land to
build the facility, and the city, which des-
ignated a line item in its budget to ensure op-
erations.

On August 20, 1937, the Kate Waller Barrett
Branch opened to the community, but in con-
formance with the Jim Crow laws, it did not
allow all citizens to use the facility and its re-
sources.

On August 21, 1939, local attorney, Samuel
W. Tucker, and five African-American men
challenged this law with a peaceful protest
wherein the five young men individually en-
tered the library and requested library cards
from Library staff, who denied each request.
Each young man took a book from the
shelves, sat down at a table, and began to
read. Eventually arrested for their act of civil
disobedience, this incident was recognized as
the first library sit-in to occur in the country.

Their actions resulted in the opening of the
Robert H. Robinson Library in 1940, which
served the African-American community be-
fore becoming the City’s Black History Mu-
seum. Each anniversary provides a unique op-
portunity to revisit the history that captures the
essence of the City as it evolved into the thriv-
ing, historical destination it is today.

As the Alexandria Library recognizes and
celebrates its entire past, the good and bad, it
seeks to meet the informational, educational
and recreational needs of the community. The
Alexandria Library of the 21st century provides
residents an opportunity to learn, explore, cre-
ate, and connect, emphasizing that libraries
today continue to function as the people’s uni-
versity and make information and technology
available and accessible to all.

| ask this body to join me in commemorating
the 225th anniversary of the founding of the
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