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easily save more for retirement and fixes pro-
visions what would have drastically increase
taxes on military survivors and Gold Star fami-
lies.

This is a good, bipartisan bill that represents
Congress working together and will improve
saving for retirement for all Americans.

| support the SECURE Act and voted in
favor of the bill. Unfortunately, due to an error
in the voting process my “Yea” vote was not
officially recorded when the full House consid-
ered this bill on the floor.

—————

HONORING THE 165TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PROVIDENCE UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN CHESA-
PEAKE, VIRGINIA

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2019

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Providence United Church
of Christ in Chesapeake, Virginia on its 165th
anniversary.

Providence Church began as an informal
group of slaves and freed blacks coming to-
gether to worship. In the beginning, they gath-
ered for worship in parishioners’ homes and in
public spaces. This time together was impor-
tant for African-Americans because it provided
spiritual support and a sense of community.

In 1854, Providence Church was officially
organized by Reverend Scott. Under his lead-
ership, the congregation met every Sunday
and grew in size. As the number of parish-
ioners increased, the church was able to pur-
chase property on Railroad Road and build a
church. The church was built in 1872 and was
located in the city of South Norfolk, Virginia.
South Norfolk later became Chesapeake, Vir-
ginia in 1963.

Providence Church was renamed Provi-
dence United Church of Christ in 1957 when
they joined the United Church of Christ family.
Twenty years after joining the denomination
and more than 100 years after the church’s
founding, Providence United Church of Christ
expanded again in 1978. They were fortunate
to build another addition in the form of an edu-
cational wing in 2003. Today many of their
ministries take place in this new space.

Over the last 165 years, Providence United
Church of Christ has continued to be a leader
in the Hampton Roads community. The church
serves the community through several min-
istries including the Christian Education Min-
istry, Senior Citizens Ministry and the
Foodbank Ministry. Annual events include va-
cation bible schools, Kwanza celebrations,
community confitmation classes, youth revivals
and senior citizen celebrations. A unique fea-
ture of the church is that its congregation is di-
vided into 12 tribes. These tribes provide a
way for Providence United Church of Christ to
reach different parts of the community.

It is impossible to commemorate the 165th
anniversary of Providence United Church of
Christ without recognizing its former pastors
who helped build and grow this historic
church—Reverends Scott, J. Jones, A. Harris,
G.T. Hall, A.B. Jones, J.J. Faulk, J.R. Alston,
R.R. Briggs, Ben E. Cox, V. Chambers, Clifton
Thomas, Dr. Isaac McDonald, Dr. Samuel
Varner, Dr. Alexander Jamison, Sr. and cur-
rently Dr. A. Jerome Danage, Sr.
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Madam Speaker, as Providence United
Church of Christ celebrates this historic mile-
stone this weekend, its congregation can take
pride in an inspiring 165 years of fellowship,
worship and service. | would like to congratu-
late Reverend Dr. A. Jerome Danage, Sr. and
all the members of the church’s congregation
on this joyous occasion, and | wish them
many more years full of growth, prosperity and
service to our community.

———

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 2898 THE
“BUDDY CHECK WEEK ACT”

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2019

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday, | introduced H.R. 2898, the “Buddy
Check Week Act of 2019,” which provides
support and training to organize outreach
events and educate veterans on how to con-
duct peer wellness checks and recognize
signs of problems in fellow veterans that indi-
cate suicide risks.

The Buddy Check Week Act directs the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in consultation
with veterans, non-profits that serve veterans,
mental health experts, and members of the
Armed Forces, to develop and implement col-
laborative education opportunities for veterans
to learn how to conduct wellness checks.

A wellness check involves contacting vet-
erans who may be demonstrating signs of
having difficulty and making sure they receive
visits to see how they are doing and provide
support for any needs.

The VA will provide online or in-person
training to individuals, as well as provide op-
portunities for Veterans Service Organizations
(VSOs) to learn how to: train individuals to
conduct peer wellness checks, transfer phone
calls to the Veterans Crisis Line, and be resil-
ient when handling a veteran in crisis.

The bill inspired by the American Legion’s
“Buddy Check National Week of Calling,” held
March 11-16, 2019.

The American Legion unveiled this new ini-
tiative to connect past and present veterans
and ensure that they receive the care they
need.

A Buddy Check Week will provide the time,
space, and resources needed to help these
veterans through personal interaction and
kindness.

This legislation will amplify the work of the
American Legion and support efforts to con-
duct outreach to veterans across the nation.

Madam Speaker, veteran suicide is a perva-
sive and critical issue, threatening the lives of
many of our bravest and most patriotic Ameri-
cans.

Although, the VA has screening protocols
designed to aid veterans and stage suicide
interventions, some 6,000 veterans a year
tropically fall through the cracks of this sys-
tem, finding themselves without the necessary
aid and resources that were promised to them
by the VA and commit suicide.

Many Suicide Prevention Coordinators and
offices specializing in veterans affairs report
being overworked and unable to keep up with
their many responsibilities.

On average, about 20 veterans die every
day by suicide, and since 2017, 25 veterans
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have taken their lives on the grounds of Vet-
erans Affairs hospitals, including seven this
year and at least four last month, actively
seeking help from an unprepared agency be-
fore committing suicide.

It is long past time for the federal govern-
ment to provide the necessary legislation to
address the troubling uptick in veteran sui-
cides and help improve suicide prevention and
mental health resources at the at VA.

To truly address this issue, we need to
make sure that the VA and veterans aid orga-
nizations have the tools needed to serve every
veteran that walks through their doors.

It is critically important that we provide train-
ing on the signs that a veteran may be in cri-
sis and the needed make it easier to get them
the help that they need.

| believe this bill is a step in the right direc-
tion toward making sure that happens.

Madam Speaker, it is unconscionable that a
veteran will commit suicide every hour.

The fact that veterans make up just 20 per-
cent of the male population, yet veterans
make up close to 32 percent of all male sui-
cides is shocking and must spur our action.

It does not have to be this way, Madam
Speaker, and we can do something about it,
starting with the passage of H.R. 2898, the
“Buddy Check Week Act.”

———

CONGRATULATING THE CHRISTUS
SANTA ROSA HEALTH SYSTEM

HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2019

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate the CHRISTUS
Santa Rosa Health System on its 150th anni-
versary year serving the health care needs of
San Antonio and South Texas. Three Catholic
Sisters left their families and native country of
France 150 years ago in 1869, and traveled to
San Antonio, Texas to answer a call to care
for victims of a deadly cholera outbreak. This
marked the beginnings of the Congregation of
the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word in
San Antonio and the Santa Rosa Infirmary,
which still serves the community today. A cen-
tury and a half later, the infirmary, now known
as CHRISTUS Santa Rosa Health System and
The Children’s Hospital of San Antonio, has
grown and expanded to meet the new health
care needs of diverse populations throughout
the south Texas region.

From those three founding Sisters, a net-
work of hospitals and clinics has grown
around the world, employing thousands of
health care professionals who are still re-
sponding with compassion and love to Bishop
Dubuis’ call 150 years ago.

In 2019, we celebrate the Congregation’s
Sesquicentennial in CHRISTUS Health loca-
tions throughout Texas, Mexico, South Amer-
ica and the United States. And during this
celebration, we remember the first ministry,
where it all began—CHRISTUS Santa Rosa.
CHRISTUS Health is now one of the top ten
Catholic health systems in the United States
and a leading provider of uncompensated care
among not-for-profit health care systems.

| congratulate CHRISTUS Santa Rosa on its
150th anniversary and recognize its significant
contribution to the state of Texas as a leader
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and provider of quality, faith-based compas-
sionate healthcare. Patients served by
CHRISTUS Santa Rosa, including my con-
stituents of the 20th District, are grateful to
each of the thousands of nurses, doctors, as-
sociates and volunteers who have helped their
communities through the years with a commit-
ment to the CHRISTUS Santa Rosa mission
of “extending the healing ministry of Jesus
Christ.”

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE
FITZPATRICK FAMILY AND THE
RED LION INN

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2019

Mr. NEAL. Madam Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize and con-
gratulate the Fitzpatrick Family on their 50th
anniversary as owners of the iconic Red Lion
Inn in Stockbridge, Massachusetts. The Red
Lion Inn has been a cultural and historic insti-
tution of western Massachusetts for more than
two centuries and has continued on as such in
the modern era thanks to the Fitzpatrick Fam-
ily. Our community has benefited immeas-
urably as a result, and we are incredibly grate-
ful.

The Town of Stockbridge was founded in
1734 and became a popular resort destination
during the Gilded Age. It also became home
to one of America’s greatest 18th century ho-
tels, the Red Lion Inn, which first opened in
1773. The World Wars of the 20th century,
however, as well as the Great Depression,
took a toll on the region and the Red Lion Inn
with it. But 1969 would prove to be a monu-
mental year for Stockbridge and the rest of the
Berkshires. As new attractions reenergized the
area, the grand reopening of the Red Lion Inn
took place on account of Senator Jack
Fitzpatrick and his wife, Jane. The Fitzpatricks
did more than just save the Red Lion Inn from
being razed. They renovated it and preserved
most of the art, antiques, furniture, and—
thus—charm that are essential to the Inn’s
character and allure. They also continued to
grow their impact on the community by helping
local projects thrive and injecting a fresh
sense of prosperity to the Berkshires. Still fur-
ther, they have prided themselves on pro-
viding high quality service and hospitality to all
of their guests and making them feel right at
home in the heart of the Berkshires.

Once again, Madam Speaker, the 50th year
of Fitzpatrick Family ownership of the Red
Lion Inn is certainly worthy of celebration and
recognition. It is a testament to the vibrancy
and cultural substance of Stockbridge and the
Berkshires. Jane and Jack Fitzpatrick’s bounti-
ful legacy lives on through the Fitzpatrick
Trust, the Red Lion Inn, and—most impor-
tantly—the new generation of family members.
| wish the Fitzpatrick Family, including of
course Jack and Jane’s daughter Nancy, and
Nancy’s stepdaughter Sarah Eustis, who is the
third-generation owner and operator of the Inn,
all the best in their future endeavors and at
the 50th Anniversary Gala Dinner to be hosted
on May 29.
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OBSERVING THE 101TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF AZERBAIJAN’S REPUB-
LIC

HON. STEVE CHABOT

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2019

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, | rise today
as a Co-chair of the Congressional Azerbaijani
Caucus, to honor the Republic of Azerbaijan
as it celebrates its 101st Republic Day on May
28, 2019. This important milestone marks the
very first time a parliamentary democratic re-
public was established in any predominantly
Muslim country.

Unfortunately, Azerbaijan’s independence
was short-lived, as it was soon occupied by
the Soviets. Many Azerbaijanis lost their lives
in 1920, trying to keep their independence
alive and after years of living under Soviet rule
re-gained their independence in 1991.

Since regaining its independence, Azer-
baijan has become a key ally to the United
States in a strategically important region. It is
a secular state with a predominantly Muslim
population that has been home to vibrant
Christian and Jewish communities for over a
millennium.

Azerbaijan continues to offer critical support
for NATO operations in Afghanistan, particu-
larly by enabling supplies to reach Coalition
forces. Azerbaijan also provides vital support
to U.S. nonproliferation efforts in a very tough
neighborhood.

In addition to supporting U.S. security inter-
ests in the region, Azerbaijan plays an impor-
tant role in contributing to the energy security
of our European allies and Israel. It is very re-
markable that roughly 40% of Israel’s oil is
provided by Azerbaijan.

| believe the U.S. should stand with Azer-
baijan and work with them to strengthen their
independence as our proven partner is sub-
jected to substantial pressure from Russia and
Iran.

It is my pleasure to encourage my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Azerbaijan on
its 101st Republic Day and celebrate the ro-
bust U.S.-Azerbaijan partnership.

———————

HONORING JESPY HOUSE AND THE
MICHAEL OCH HOUSE

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2019

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate a nonprofit organization that helps
serve the intellectually and developmentally
disabled community in my district. For the past
forty years, JESPY House has been a vital
part of South Orange, New Jersey.

JESPY House has provided housing, job
training, and life skills to hundreds of disabled
people during its long history as a public serv-
ice organization. In two weeks, JESPY House
will host the grand opening of its newest ex-
pansion—the Michael Och House, a Center
for Aging at JESPY.

The Och House is part of JESPY’s “Aging
in Place” program, which provides for people
with intellectual or developmental disabilities to
live in a client-centered, community-based set-
ting during their senior years.
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The Och House will help JESPY to ensure
its clients are able to age with dignity. They
will have increased nursing and health care
screenings, healthy living workshops, on-site
physical therapists, and age-appropriate ac-
cessibility furnishings.

| am proud to represent organizations that
are doing great things for those in need.
JESPY House is a model for advancing inde-
pendence among adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. | ask that my col-
leagues join me in honoring them.

——

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2019

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained. Had | been present, |
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 222,
223, 224, and 225; NAY on Roll Call No. 226;
YEA on Roll Call No. 227; and NAY on Roll
Call No. 228.

———

IN HONOR OF REVEREND DOCTOR
EMMETT SCOTT ANITON, JR.

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 23, 2019

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor an outstanding Man of
God, a devoted spiritual leader, and dear
friend of longstanding, Rev. Dr. Emmett S.
Aniton, Jr., who will be celebrating his 40th
anniversary as the distinguished pastor of
Friendship Baptist Church in Columbus, Geor-
gia on Friday, May 24, 2019, at 6:30pm.

Emmett Scott Aniton, Jr. was born on March
8, 1940, in Oneonta, Alabama to the union of
Mr. Emmett Scott Aniton, Sr. and Mrs. Estella
Aniton Woods. He attended Southside High
School in Etowah County, Alabama, where he
graduated in 1959, before earning his Bach-
elor of Theology degree from Selma University
in 1964. He entered the United States Army
and completed a tour of duty in Qui Nho'n,
Vietnam, and returned home to Alabama
where he matriculated at Alabama A&M Uni-
versity, earning Bachelor of Arts degree in So-
ciology in 1971.

After responding to God’s call to preach the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, Rev. Aniton pastored
the First Baptist Church in Jacksonville, Ala-
bama from 1966 to March of 1979. For more
than 12 years, Rev. Aniton was the shepherd
at First Baptist where he ministered to the
needs of his flock christening babies, bap-
tizing believers, performing marriages, and
consoling bereaved families, while developing
and honing his skills as a church administrator
and inspiring preacher.

Then in November of 1978, the congrega-
tion of Friendship Baptist Church called and
the Holy Spirit sent Rev. Aniton to Columbus,
Georgia. His pastoral duties began in April of
1979 and he has faithfully and effectively
served for over 40 years. Under Reverend
Aniton’s dynamic and spirit-filled leadership,
the Friendship Baptist Church has experi-
enced tremendous growth—spiritually, numeri-
cally, and in its physical facilities. But most im-
portantly, under his leadership, Friendship has
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