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face of unspeakable tragedy, led his commu-
nity with grace and love towards a more equal
and just future.

Commissioner McNair's daughter, Denise,
was killed in the 16th St. Baptist Church
bombing on Sunday, September 15, 1963. It
was in that moment that the McNair family be-
came forever intertwined with the Civil Rights
Movement.

Commissioner McNair was born in Fordyce,
Arkansas on November 22, 1925. Commis-
sioner McNair left his family and 11 younger
siblings to serve in the Army during World War
Il. After leaving the service, he studied at
Tuskegee University and earned a degree in
agronomy in 1949. It was there that he met
Thelma “Maxine” Pippen, a fellow classmate,
and fell in love. After graduation, Commis-
sioner McNair took a job in Tupelo, Mississippi
teaching veterans and visited Maxine on the
weekends in Birmingham while staying with
her grandparents. The two married shortly
after and settled in Tupelo.

When Mrs. McNair became pregnant, the
couple moved back to Birmingham to be near
family. On November 17, 1951, Carol Denise
was welcomed to the world by her loving par-
ents and became the center of their lives.
Commissioner McNair was an amateur pho-
tographer and photographed Denise’s child-
hood, including the iconic photo of her wearing
her red winter coat and matching hat.

On the morning of September 15, 1963,
Mrs. McNair and Denise left their home to at-
tend church at 16th St. Baptist Church. Ten-
sions were high in Birmingham as the Civil
Rights Movement continued, and there were
frequent acts of violence throughout the city.
That morning was no exception—four mem-
bers of the Ku Klux Klan bombed the base-
ment of the church, kiling Commissioner
McNair's daughter, Denise, 11, Addie Mae
Collins, 14, Carole Robertson, 14, and Cynthia
Wesley, 14. These young girls became known
to the world as the 4 Little Girls.

That morning, Commissioner McNair was at
home preparing to go to his church, St. Paul
Lutheran, when he heard the explosion and
mistook it for thunder. After a neighbor ex-
plained what happened, he raced to the hos-
pital, and was initially relieved because he did
not see Denise’s name on a list of the injured.
Later, though, Mr. and Mrs. McNair were
asked to walk into a separate room. There,
the bodies of the four girls were covered, but
Commissioner McNair instantly recognized
Denise’s shoe peeking out.

After overcoming their anger and sadness,
the family was ready to return to their new
normal. The McNairs welcomed two more
blessings into their lives over the next five
years: Lisa McNair, almost exactly a year after
her sister's death, and Kimberly McNair in
1968. Both girls were seen as small miracles
to the family and quickly became the light of
their parents’ lives.

After Denise’s death, Commissioner McNair
dedicated himself to serving the community
and the people of Alabama. He knew he
needed to help the state to reconcile its racial
differences and to help heal the scars from the
1960s. In 1973, Commissioner McNair was
elected the first African American State Rep-
resentative since Reconstruction, and in that
role, he worked tirelessly to bring positive na-
tional attention to the city he loved.

Commissioner McNair spent years in the
public eye as an elected official, working hard
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to pass legislation that would help all resi-
dents. After serving in the legislature, Com-
missioner McNair took a chance and ran for
the Jefferson County Commission. His bid for
office was successful and he was sworn into
office in 1986 where he served until his retire-
ment in 2001.

On behalf of Alabama’s 7th Congressional
District, | ask my colleagues to join me in re-
membering the life of Commissioner Chris-
topher McNair, whose election to the Alabama
State Legislature inspired countless men and
women to run for office in the state of Ala-
bama, to continue fighting for social justice,
and to educate future generations about the
Civil Rights Movement. May we celebrate the
totality of his life today and honor his great
works during his 28 years of service to Bir-
mingham and the State of Alabama.

HONORING PETE RICHMOND
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Pete Richmond
as the Napa Valley Grower of the Year for
2019.

Mr. Richmond’s career in agriculture began
in 1986 after earning a degree in Agricultural
Business from California State University,
Fresno. He gained valuable experience as a
viticulturist while working at Bien Nacido Vine-
yards. Mr. Richmond went on to work for
many prestigious wineries. In 1992 he was at
Stag’s Leap Winery; he worked at Atlas Peak
Winery from 1993 to 1995; from 1995 to 2001
he was at Kendall Jackson. Mr. Richmond
founded the Silverado Farming Company, a
vineyard management company, in 2001.
Many of the finest wineries and vineyards in
the Napa Valley contract with Silverado Farm-
ing Company to manage their vineyards. The
company oversees vineyard management for
over 650 acres of grapes.

Mr. Richmond’s passion for agriculture is
not confined to the vineyard. He is involved in
our community—through his philanthropic con-
tributions and the Boards on which he sits. In
2006, Mr. Richmond established the One Per-
cent for the Community Fund, a foundation
that receives one percent of gross revenue
profits made by the Silverado Farming Com-
pany. The foundation uses the money to sup-
port at-risk youth in our community and helps
find a solution for a variety of issues that im-
pact farm workers. Mr. Richmond is on the
Farmworker Foundation Board of Directors,
OLE Health Operating Board, and the OLE
Health Foundation Board. He is also an Advi-
sory Board Member for Teens Connect, a
member of the Marketing Committee for the
Napa Valley Community Foundation, and a
past member of the Napa Valley
Grapegrower’s Board of Directors. He is active
in the housing community as a member of
Napa Valley Community Housing and Napa
County Housing Commission. Mr. Richmond is
also involved with Ag for Youth and is a
former Babe Ruth Baseball League Coach.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Richmond is the com-
munity member we should all strive to be. He
is a person of integrity, is generous and car-
ing, and well-deserving of the title Napa Valley
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2019 Grower of the Year. It is therefore fitting
and proper that we honor Pete Richmond here
today.

——————

RECOGNIZING MRS. SUSAN MARY
MAHEU GUERRA

HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in recognition of Mrs. Susan Mary
Maheu Guerra, who passed away on May 20,
2018. Ms. Guerra hales from my hometown of
San Antonio. She is survived by her husband,
Eliberto Guerra; son, Christopher Guerra;
daughters, Jessica Guerra and Trina Bacon;
and seven grandchildren. Her contributions to
the San Antonio community will last for many
years to come. She will be greatly missed.

Mrs. Susan Guerra was born in New Orle-
ans, Louisiana on January 12, 1951 to Donald
and Marilyn Maheu. Mrs. Guerra’s journey
began after being accepted at the age of 18
to the Order of the Daughters of Charity of St.
Vincent de Paul at Guardian Angel Settlement
in St. Louis, Missouri. She attended St. Louis
University, receiving a bachelor's degree in
social work.

After serving nine years as a nun, Mrs.
Guerra heard another calling to care for those
in her community. She began working with ju-
venile probations and at-risk families. Upon
marrying Eliberto Guerra and starting a family
of their own, Mrs. Guerra desired to do more
for children in need. In 1986, The Guerra
Family established the Guardian Angel Child
Development Center.

With over 30 years of persistence and de-
termination, Guardian Angel flourished enroll-
ing over two generations of children. The cen-
ter has provided many with a second home.
Guardian Angel is now a beacon of hope in
San Antonio and its Southside community.
The center offers a broad range of after
school and summer programs such as com-
puter classes and performing arts.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to be part of
a community that cherishes our future genera-
tions. Mrs. Susan Guerra’s legacy will be felt
by many as her commitment to child develop-
ment has inspired many. To know of her work
in bettering the lives of our kids is truly re-
markable. | have no hesitation in saying that
her legacy will endure.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF THE HEAD
START PROGRAM

HON. ALBIO SIRES

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, today | recog-
nize the significant contribution of the Head
Start Program in promoting school readiness
and overall success for some of the most vul-
nerable children in our communities. On May
18, 2019, Head Start will celebrates its 54th
year of strengthening children and families
and this year, the Early Head Start program
also celebrates its 25th anniversary.

In New Jersey alone, there are currently
twenty-six Head Start Programs and twenty-
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nine Early Head Start Programs, with over
15,000 combined funded slots for these two
programs. In addition to providing academic
programming, Head Start also provides critical
health and nutrition programs, as well as sup-
port services that help many families work
their way towards economic stability.

| am proud to support the important work of
Head Start in providing children and families
within the 8th District of New Jersey every op-
portunity to succeed.

————

HONORING BATTALION CHIEF MI-
CHAEL McMILLIN ON BEING
NAMED OAK LAWN’S TOP FIRE-
FIGHTER OF 2019

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Battalion Chief Michael McMillin of
the Oak Lawn Fire Department for being
named the Village’s Top Firefighter of 2019.
The Oak Lawn Lions Club bestows this award
on a distinguished member of the department
after being nominated by his or her peers and
selected by a committee of fire department
leaders.

Battalion Chief McMillin has distinguished
himself as a tremendous first responder and
dedicated servant to the Village of Oak Lawn.
His devoted service to the community has
earned him admiration from his fellow fire-
fighters as well as the people of Oak Lawn.
Battalion Chief McMillin exemplifies the true
characteristics of leadership and has brought
professionalism and tremendous dedication to
the Oak Lawn Fire Department.

| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
Battalion Chief Michael McMillin of the Oak
Lawn Fire Department. | congratulate him on
his accomplishments and thank him for his
service.

———

IN HONOR OF NANCY HEDBERG
FOR THE 2019 TOWNSHIP CLERK
OF THE YEAR AWARD

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Nancy Hedberg for her
award of 2019 Township Clerk of the Year by
the Michigan Association of Municipal Clerks.
Her numerous years of dedicated service are
worthy of commendation.

Nancy Hedberg has faithfully served her
community of Scio Township for thirty-two
years. Mrs. Hedberg was initially hired as a
design consultant and worked on several ini-
tiatives, including the Jackson Boulevard
project. In 1987, she was appointed to the
Planning Commission, spending fourteen
years supervising land development in Scio
Township. From 1998 to 2008 , she served on
the Board of Review, and from 2008 onward
has worked as the Scio Township Clerk. Dur-
ing her tenure as Township Clerk, Mrs.
Hedberg has displayed incredible tenacity and
empathy.
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Nancy Hedberg's efforts have had a pro-
found impact on the residents of Scio Town-
ship. Her exemplary work highlights a commit-
ment to public service by developing deep re-
lationships with members of her community.
Praised for her continued optimism and tire-
less work ethic, Nancy Hedberg has been an
integral member of the Scio Township hall.
We thank Mrs. Hedberg for her commitment to
serving Scio Township, and we congratulate
her on her well-deserved award of the 2019
Township Clerk of the Year and her retire-
ment. Her compassion and leadership will be
missed, and we wish her good health and
every happiness in her retirement years.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Nancy Hedberg for her years
of distinguished public service. Her work has
been instrumental to the people of Scio Town-
ship.

DRUG PRICING AND SENIORS
HON. SYLVIA R. GARCIA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in support of the action being taken
by this body to protect and expand affordable
health care and lower prescription drug costs.

Because of soaring prescription drug costs,
Texans and Americans are struggling to meet
their health needs.

These costs are especially burdensome for
the 65,000 senior citizens in my district, where
the average senior takes 472 medications
each month.

Last year, nearly 20 percent skipped doses
due to the high costs alone. This is absolutely
unacceptable.

This moment calls for action to protect the
health and well-being of Americans.

And action is exactly what House Demo-
crats are doing. The bills passed this week will
tackle out-of-control drug prices head-on and
fight the Trump administration’s efforts to de-
stabilize Medicare and our health care mar-
kets.

SUPPORTING THE EQUALITY ACT

HON. DEBBIE MUCARSEL-POWELL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Ms. MUCARSEL-POWELL. Madam Speak-
er, I'm proud to represent a community, Key
West, where our motto is “One Human Fam-
ily.”

We welcome over 450 thousand LGBTQ
tourists each year who feel appreciated in our
home.

Protecting every American from discrimina-
tion is not only a fundamental value of our
country, it's essential for the health of our
economy.

For the first time in American history, we
passed legislation that would add protections
for a community that has been ignored for too
long.

The Equality Act ensures that no one can
lose their job or home because of whom they
love or who they are.
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It finally includes protections for our LGBTQ
community that are inherent in the Constitution
for all Americans.

This is the United States of America.

Equality Matters.

After all, we are all one human family.

———

HONORING AMERICAN LEGION
POST 13 IN STAUNTON, VIRGINIA

HON. BEN CLINE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Mr. CLINE. Madame Speaker, | rise today
to recognize 100 years of the American Le-
gion and specifically Post 13 in Staunton, Vir-
ginia. In March of 1919, Congress chartered
and incorporated the American Legion as a
veteran’s organization that works to strengthen
communities while encouraging patriotism and
honor. The American Legion is dedicated to its
fellow servicemembers and veterans.

Soon after its national charter was passed,
a group of veterans of World War | gathered
at the YMCA on Main Street in Staunton, Vir-
ginia, to organize a local American Legion
post. This year, in 2019, that post celebrates
its centennial. For the past 100 years, the
Clemmer-McGuffin American Legion Post 13
has shown unwavering support to veterans,
servicemembers, and the communities of Au-
gusta County and Staunton, Virginia. This
Staunton American Legion post is named after
two local servicemen, Augusta County resi-
dent Jay F. Clemmer, and Staunton resident
Robert A. McGuffin. Both young men were
students at the Staunton Military Academy and
were killed in 1918 during World War |. Today,
| recognize the Clemmer-McGuffin American
Legion Post as they celebrate their 100 years
of assembly in the Shenandoah Valley.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE,
SERVICE, AND SACRIFICE OF MR.
MITCHELL LUNDGAARD

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 17, 2019

Mr. GALLAGHER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life, service, and sacrifice
of Appleton firefighter Mitchell Lundgaard.

Mr. Lundgaard began his career with the
Appleton Fire Department in March of 2005
and spent the next 14 years serving and pro-
tecting his community. Through his dedication
and hard work, Mr. Lundgaard achieved the
rank of firefighter inspector.

On Wednesday, May 15, 2019, Mr.
Lundgaard tragically lost his life while on ac-
tive duty. His heroism and bravery in response
to a medical call will forever be remembered.
He was a true leader in the Appleton commu-
nity, and his absence will be felt across all of
Northeast Wisconsin.

Mr. Lundgaard’s years of service to our
community and his commitment to ensuring
the safety of others set the highest example of
citizenship that we must all strive for. Mr.
Lundgaard’s death is a tragedy for our com-
munity, and my deepest condolences go out
to his wife, three daughters, and the rest of
their family.
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