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Above Self”. | thank the members of the Cape
Girardeau Rotary Club for their tireless effort
and unwavering dedication to serving mem-
bers of their community.

————

IN MEMORY OF MAYOR SHIRLEY
SPELLERBERG

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 4, 2019

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the life and legacy of former
Mayor Shirley Cunyus Spellerberg, a dedi-
cated Texan who committed her life to serving
others.

Shirley Cunyus graduated from Waco High
School in 1945 and enrolled at Baylor Univer-
sity to study business administration. In 1949,
she married U.S. Air Force pilot Herman
Spellerberg, and together they raised two
sons.

The Spellerbergs were stationed in Miami,
Florida during Herman’s tenure as a PanAm
pilot. There, Mrs. Spellerberg became an en-
gaged member of the community, and she
hosted a talk radio program called “Speak Out
Miami” from 1974 to 1979 as well as co-
hosted the weekly television show “To the
Point” from 1977 to 1979.

In 1979, they returned to Texas, where Mrs.
Spellerberg continued to be an active partici-
pant in her community. In 1983, she was
elected Mayor of Corinth, a role in which she
served for 16 years. In addition to her official
capacities, Mayor Spellerberg served as presi-
dent of the Denton Republican Women'’s Club,
as a member of the State Republican Execu-
tive Committee and Republican Party of Texas
Platform Committee, as president of Denton
County Republican Assembly, and as a found-
ing member of Phyllis Schlafly’s Eagle Forum
in 1972. For her efforts, she received numer-
ous awards for her political activities in Florida
and in Texas. In 2018, she was awarded the
“Yellow Rose of Texas” award.

Mayor Spellerberg was a valued North
Texas leader for more than thirty years. | am
grateful for her steadfast service and appre-
ciate her many years of dedication to our re-
gion.

———

REINTRODUCTION OF THE WILD-
LIFE VETERINARIANS EMPLOY-
MENT AND TRAINING ACT OF
2019

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 4, 2019

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to reintroduce the Wildlife Veterinarians
Employment and Training Act of 2019. This
bill will provide incentives for students to pur-
sue wildlife and zoological medicine and in-
creases the number of positions available at
wildlife and zoological facilities.

Wildlife and zoo veterinarians are the pri-
mary source of essential health care and man-
agement that is required for animals in both
their natural habitat and in captivity. These
physicians preserve natural resources and the
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lives of animals, while also protecting human
health by preventing, detecting and respond-
ing to exotic and dangerous diseases.

With the intensification of globalization and
climate change, along with the growing inter-
action among humans, livestock and wildlife,
the threat posed by emerging infectious dis-
eases to humans and wildlife continues to in-
crease. Controlling pandemic and large-scale
outbreaks of disease has become more chal-
lenging over the years, yet there has never
been a time where this is a more pertinent
issue.

We must take preventative measures to en-
sure the well-being of both animals and hu-
mans. In spite of these threats to public
health, the United States faces a shortage of
positions for wildlife and zoo veterinarians. Ac-
cording to the American Veterinary Medical
Association (AVMA), less than one percent of
AVMA members identify themselves as wildlife
or zoological veterinarians.

On average, veterinarian graduates owe
$143,000 in student loans. Relatedly, salaries
for wildlife and zoological professionals are
relatively low compared to those who practice
companion animal medicine, ranking second
to the bottom for salaries paid to veterinarians
as a whole. Lower salaries, combined with
high educational debt and the small number of
positions available, discourage students from
becoming wildlife or zoo veterinarians. The
number of internships, practical training pro-
grams, and formal education programs spe-
cializing in wildlife and zoological veterinary
medicine are also insufficient.

My bill directly addresses the aforemen-
tioned issues, by doing the following:

Create new positions for wildlife and zoo
veterinarians.

Limit the amount of educational debt for vet-
erinary medicine students, while providing in-
centives to study and practice wildlife and zoo
veterinary medicine through a scholarship pro-
gram and a loan repayment program.

Help schools of veterinary medicine develop
curricula and training programs specializing in
wildlife and zoo veterinary medicine.

Develop affordable and well qualified oppor-
tunities for individuals to become wildlife and
zoo veterinarians, spur job growth, and pro-
mote public health policy across the nation.

Madam Speaker, as you know, wild animals
play a very critical role in our natural re-
sources and contribute to maintaining a bal-
anced ecosystem. The number of endangered
species has only increased. Invasive non-na-
tive species and infectious disease threaten
our public health. Therefore, wildlife and zoo-
logical veterinarians must be prioritized and
given the resources and recognition necessary
to protect both animal and human lives.

| urge my colleagues to extend a helping
hand to America’s veterinarians by supporting
this important piece of legislation.

PATSY PFAFF

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 4, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Patsy Pfaff for

receiving the Arvada Chamber of Commerce
Woman of the Year Award.
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Patsy has been an active participant in the
Arvada community for many years. She do-
nates to Mother's Milk, serves on the PTA,
and tutors math students at Arvada West High
School. She served on the advisory board for
All Out Multisport and is active in the ET
Chapter of PEO, a group that provides edu-

cational opportunities for women through
scholarships.
The involvement and generosity dem-

onstrated by Patsy is exemplary of the type of
positive impact that can be made on the Ar-
vada community. Being an avid walker, she
spends a lot of time on the Ralston Creek
Trail, completing over 60 half marathons and
is well on her way to reaching her goal of 100
half marathons.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Patsy Pfaff for winning this well-deserved rec-
ognition by the Arvada Chamber of Commerce
and appreciate his ongoing contributions to
our community.

——

CBRN INTELLIGENCE AND INFOR-
MATION SHARING ACT OF 2019

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 1, 2019

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H.R. 1589 the “CBRN Intel-
ligence and Information Sharing Act of 2019”
which amends the Homeland Security Act of
2002 to establish chemical sharing function of
the Office of Intelligence and require dissemi-
nation of information to responsible entities re-
lating to the homeland security.

As a Senior member of the Homeland Secu-
rity committee, | understand how important
this bill is in order to establish safety with
chemical use. This bill requires examination of
terrorist capabilities with these chemicals as
well as threats from global diseases.

Terrorist supporters often promote the use
of dangerous chemicals online and this bill
would help to counter-act that issue.

H.R. 1589 supports the analysis of all
chemicals used to ensure safety as well as
supporting the analysis of claims of terrorist
actors which enhances prevention and protec-
tion capabilities.

H.R. 1589 would allow more specific secu-
rity measures to be implemented to cater to
any threats to the State or any other entities.

The Office of Intelligence and Analysis will
be coordinating with other required agencies
in order to provide information to the depart-
ment to ensure optimum safety.

H.R. 1589 will be extremely important in
order to share information that is paramount
throughout the department.

| urge all my colleagues to join me in voting
to pass H.R. 1589.

———

AUDREY E. WILLIS CELEBRATES
100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 4, 2019
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Madam Speak-

er, | rise today to honor Audrey E. Willis for
her 100th birthday.




April 4, 2019

Audrey was born on April 9, 1919 in Tren-
ton, New Jersey. She graduated from Trenton
Central High School and completed courses at
Mercer County Community College.

Audrey’s 100 years of life have been filled
with great success. She served 34 years with
General Motors before retiring; she went on to
work, and retire again, for Mercer County gov-
ernment as a Senior Citizen Program aide.
Audrey was also an active member of the
Neighborhood Civic Association for the Tren-
ton Housing Authority. Despite a busy life, Au-
drey has always found time to give back to
her community, frequently volunteering with
Meals on Wheels. Audrey continues to be an
active member at my church, Shiloh Baptist in
Trenton, and serves as a Trustee Aide Mem-
ber and Senior Ministry Member.

In 100 years, Audrey has been blessed to
see her family grow and prosper. With her
husband, the late Lloyd Willis, Sr., Audrey
raised two sons, the late Lloyd Willis, Jr. and
Forrest Willis. She also has four grandchildren
and three great grandchildren.

| have had the pleasure to know Audrey for
more than 50 years. As an integral part of our
church, she always shares her warmth and
caring personality with anyone she meets. Al-
though she has a quiet demeanor, Audrey is
a social butterfly who will find a way to go ev-
erywhere. | ask that my colleagues join me in
celebrating Audrey’s 100th birthday. We wish
you a wonderful and joyful birthday, and many
more blessings in the year ahead.

———

RECOGNIZING THE THAYER LADY
BOBCATS HIGH SCHOOL BASKET-
BALL TEAM

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 4, 2019

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Thayer Lady Bobcats
Basketball team for winning the Class 2 State
Championship on March 9, 2019, the first
women’s basketball state championship in
school history.

In his third year, Coach Cecil Meyer led the
team to an overall record of 30—-3, winning the
last 14 games of the year. The Lady Bobcats
were full of talented players, notably All-State
Seniors Julie Stone and Angela Sorrell along
with South Central All-Conference members,
Shelby Coursey and Maddy Kerely.

The Lady Bobcats swept through the
postseason on their way to a 52—-35 win over
Mid-Buchanan High School in the champion-
ship game, capping the historic run. Their suc-
cess is a testament to the hard work and
preparation the coaches and players put in
during the preseason and throughout the year.

On behalf of the Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict of Missouri, it is my great privilege to con-
gratulate the Thayer Lady Bobcats on their
historic achievement. We look forward to their
continued success. Go Bobcats.
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FIGHTING AGAINST SOCIALISM IS
A FIGHT WORTH HAVING

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 4, 2019

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, as we watch
the human tragedy that is Venezuela, it should
be a stark reminder to everyone that socialism
does nothing but destroy the lives of the peo-
ple while enriching the elites. A recent report
out of Venezuela reminded me of a Milton
Friedman quote. The famed economist said,
“If you put the federal government in charge
of the Sahara Desert, in five years there’d be
a shortage of sand.” These are the words
playing out in Venezuela right now.

Venezuela has the world’s largest proven
reserves of oil, yet the socialists in charge
cannot keep the lights on, nor supply the na-
tion with gasoline for their vehicles. It gets
worse for the people of Venezuela as there
are now potable water shortages. Keep in
mind, Venezuela has over 1,500 miles of
coastline and part of the country is a
rainforest. But the socialist rulers cannot seem
to build desalination plants nor transport its
vast water resources to the people that need
it.

Venezuela’s current crisis reinforces my
fight to make sure the United States has an all
of the above energy grid. To function properly,
a nation needs a variety of fuel sources, some
renewables, some nuclear, some hydro, some
carbon based. That is a reality for a mature
economy and civilization.

| fight against rabid environmentalists who
want to shut down every coal plant, every gas
plant, every nuclear plant and dismantle our
dams and hydro power. They accuse of me of
wanting to destroy the environment, which is a
defamatory lie. What is apparent is the leftists
in this country want to destroy our civilization,
our affordable energy and our prosperity. They
want to do to the United States what the same
environmentalists and leftists have done to
Venezuela—leave us without electricity, with-
out food, without water, without communica-
tions.

The emerging socialist movement in this
country is an imminent risk of harm to every-
thing that has made us the leader of the free
world. The socialists in this country present a
clear and present danger to our health and
well-being and should be fought at every op-
portunity.

Our fathers and grandfathers fought against
socialists. They fought and died to make sure
the United States remained free, capitalist and
prosperous. Let the lessons of Venezuela,
Cuba, the Soviet Union and other socialist
countries that have failed miserably, and inflict
death and harm to millions, teach us to
promptly reject U.S. socialists and their harm-
ful ideology, their useful idiocy, and their ma-
levolence.

DANIEL RYLEY
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 4, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Daniel Ryley
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for receiving the Arvada Young Professional
Leadership Award.

Daniel Ryley has recently been named the
Executive Director of the Arvada Economic
Development Association and is receiving this
award for his innovation and entrepreneurship
in the Arvada community. He founded
Drynkware, a reusable drink stirrer that is both
functional and stylish and helps reduce the
use of plastic straws.

The professional accomplishments and
community leadership demonstrated by Daniel
Ryley is exemplary of the type of positive im-
pact that can be made on the City of Arvada.
He serves as Chair of the Community Leaders
of Hope Advisory Committee with Extended
Hands of Hope, a Human Rights organization
that houses and empowers survivors of
human sex trafficking.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Dan-
iel Ryley for winning the Arvada Young Pro-
fessional Leadership Award. | have no doubt
he will exhibit the same dedication and leader-
ship in his future accomplishments.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE NORTH
KANSAS CITY HORNETS STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 4, 2019

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the Missouri Class 5
State Championship won by the North Kansas
City High School Lady Hornets basketball
team. Such an achievement is the result of
strong leadership and years of dedication by
both players and coaches alike. It is truly an
honor to recognize this exemplary group of
athletes from the Fifth District of Missouri.

Claiming the State Title was the culmination
of years of discipline and hard work on the
part of the entire Lady Hornets team. For the
past three years the Lady Hornets were the
District Champions, and for the last four years
they were also the Suburban White-Division
Conference Champions, unfortunately falling
short in the State Playoffs. However, under
the leadership of Head Coach Jeffery Lacy,
this senior class was not content concluding
their high school careers with anything short of
a State Championship. The Lady Hornets’ tre-
mendous success this past season—with
twenty-nine victories compared to a mere two
losses—was the fruition of years of hard work
and a “never-give-up” attitude cultivated by
these remarkable athletes and coaching staff
during their time at North Kansas City High
School. It brings me great joy in saying that
their hard work paid off with a sound victory in
the State Championship on March 16, 2019.

Coming to Jefferson City this year, the Lady
Hornets were pegged as the underdogs to the
high-scoring and hometown Jefferson City
Lady Jays. Despite the doubts, the Hornets re-
mained focused on their ultimate goal. They
maintained a mindset of excelling, no matter
the obstacle, and marched through the State
Tournament with an “us-against-the-world” at-
titude. The Lady Hornets’ road to becoming
North Kansas City’s first female State Cham-
pions is a journey that has been followed by
the entire community, witnessing what is pos-
sible when a group of individuals come to-
gether and dedicate themselves in pursuit of a
common goal.
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