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Blanca Diaz, Logan Douglass, Kendal Fries,
Cherie Gibson, Paul Gibson, Candace Harris,
Catherine Kazyaka, Sarah Keith, Laurel
Kuepker, Van Mathews, Allen Matthews,
Karen McCurdy, Joseph Mendenhall, Court-
ney Miller, Jennifer Muirhead, Ann Nadeau,
Louise Payblas, Vandana Rajpurohit, David
Rawls.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to recognize
these outstanding students and teachers on
this monumental achievement. | ask all my
distinguished colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating the recipients of the 2019 HEB ISD
Awards of Excellence.

JAKE McBRYDE
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 27, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jake McBryde
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Jake McBryde is a student at North Arvada
Middle School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Jake
McBryde is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Jake
McBryde for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

HONORING DUANA BREMER
HON. SEAN P. DUFFY

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 27, 2019

Mr. DUFFY. Madam Speaker, | proudly rise
today to honor Duana Bremer, Director of Sal-
vation Army’s St. Croix and Polk County Wis-
consin programs.

Duana has dedicated her life to serving the
most vulnerable among us. | have seen the in-
credible work she does day in and day out,
serving families in our community by showing
them the path to personal growth and sustain-
ability. Her commitment and experience
makes her an invaluable asset to our work as
legislators. Duana testified before the House
Financial Services Subcommittee on Housing
and Insurance on May 17, 2018 at a hearing
titted, “An Overview of Homelessness in
America,” in which she provided valuable in-
sight into what the homeless experience is like
for those living in rural areas such as Wis-
consin.

With the help of Duana, the Family Self-Suf-
ficiency Act and the Housing Choice Voucher
Mobility Demonstration Act have been signed
into law. Both of these pieces of legislation will
help break the multi-generational cycle of pov-
erty in our communities.

It's easy to see the value of Duana’s leader-
ship in the fight against homelessness. All you
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need to do is talk to her team around her. The
staff and volunteers at Grace Place describe
her as, “a fantastic leader and a champion for
those in need. Her efforts to secure funding
and bring programs into rural communities that
will help the most vulnerable are truly inspir-
ing. She never gives up and her tireless ef-
forts are an inspiration.”

Duana truly is an inspiration. And on behalf
of the residents of Wisconsin’s 7th Congres-
sional District, | would like to thank Duana
Bremer, for her selfless commitment to fami-
lies in need.

RECOGNIZING THE 100 LADIES OF
DEERING

HON. DONNA E. SHALALA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 27, 2019

Ms. SHALALA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the 100 Ladies of
Deering, a philanthropic women’s organization
dedicated to preserving the Deering Estate, a
pillar of South Florida history. As Women’s
History Month comes to an end, | am proud to
honor the 100 Ladies of Deering for carrying
on the long tradition of Miami women working
tirelessly on behalf of our community.

Listed on the National Register of Historic
Places, the Deering Estate is the 1920’s era
Miami home of Charles Deering, an industri-
alist, preservationist, and environmentalist.
The work of the 100 Ladies of Deering is vital
to the preservation the Estate, and more
broadly, to keeping our South Florida commu-
nity connected to our shared history.

The 100 Ladies of Deering are deeply in-
volved in the maintenance of the Deering Es-
tate, including the Stone House, Richmond
Cottage, outbuildings, grounds, and natural
areas. Today, visitors can explore these sites
as they would have appeared when Charles
Deering occupied the Estate in the 1920’s.
The 100 Ladies of Deering provide resources
and assistance for the 444-acre Estate’s his-
toric furnishings. They preserve original ob-
jects in their original settings, recreate the
scenes of daily life on the Estate, and create
a period setting for original objects. As anyone
who has visited can attest, the furnishings
evoke a powerful experience of time and
space while providing witness to past events
and personalities.

The 100 Ladies of Deering exemplify ex-
traordinary dedication to the South Florida
community. | am pleased to celebrate their
achievements as community leaders, philan-
thropists, and Miami women.

—————

HONORING THE LOWVILLE AMER-
ICAN LEGION POST 162 ON THEIR
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 27, 2019

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the American Legion as a
whole and specifically, The Lowville American
Legion Post 162 on their 100th anniversary.

The American Legion was chartered by
Congress in September 1919 after members
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of the American Expeditionary Force, who
fought in World War I, convened to create an
organization to represent veterans of that con-
flict. Today, the American Legion focuses on
serving veterans, current service members
children and communities with a membership
numbering over two million from 13,000 posts
worldwide. The American Legion, under the
leadership of its National Commander Brett
Reistad, continues to grow and advocate on
behalf of those who have served our nation
with honor and distinction.

One of the very first posts to come into ex-
istence in the months following the creation of
the American Legion was the Lowville Amer-
ican Legion Post 162. The National organiza-
tion came into existence in March 1919 and
the Lowville post was founded just three
months later, in June. Since then, they have
been a leading post, sending members to
serve on national, state, and district commit-
tees. They have made an indelible impact on
the Lowville community over the past century
and | wish them continued success. On behalf
of New York’s 21st District, | want to congratu-
late them on this milestone and thank them for
their century-long tradition of service.

NOZYONNA McCALL

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 27, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Nozyonna
McCall for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Nozyonna McCall is a student at Jefferson
Jr/Sr. and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Nozyonna
McCall is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Nozyonna McCall for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.

———————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF FLORIDA B. THOMAS

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 27, 2019

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and legacy of Mrs. Flor-
ida B. Thomas. Florida was a selfless member
of her community and spent her life serving
others. She was a woman of strong values
and always worked to help her community
through her church and her jobs as a teacher
and librarian.

Florida was born in Tallahassee, Florida in
1938. She attended Florida A&M University
where she received her Bachelor of Science
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degree in Library Science, before continuing
her education at the University of South Flor-
ida where she received a Master’s in Adminis-
tration and Supervision.

She served for 59 years at Greater Friend-
ship Missionary Baptist Church, where she
was on the finance committee and served as
a choir member and secretary. In addition to
serving at her church, Florida worked for 40
years as a teacher within the Hendry County
School System. After retiring from teaching,
Florida felt she could still serve her community
so she began working as a full-time librarian
at the Harlem Library where she worked until
she retired in 2014.

Throughout her career, Florida was recog-
nized again and again for her hard work and
dedication to those around her. She was the
first black librarian in the state of Florida within
the integrated school system and was named
“Children Intermediate School (CIS) Teacher
of the Year” in 1987. She was also an active
member of The Order of the Eastern Star fra-
ternity. In May, 2017 the Harlem Community
Library was re-named in her honor, and now
serves the community as the Florida B. Thom-
as Library. And, just last year, she was hon-
ored with The Heritage Award for 2018.

Madam Speaker, Florida Thomas was a
champion for her community and she posi-
tively impacted the lives of many in Harlem
and surrounding communities. | extend my
deepest condolences to her husband, Melvin,
and the rest of her friends and family during
this extremely difficult time. Florida Thomas
was a blessing to our community and | am
proud to honor her memory today. She will be
dearly missed.

IN HONOR OF THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NEW HAMPSHIRE
POLICE ASSOCIATION PIPES AND
DRUMS

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 27, 2019

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the New Hampshire Police Asso-
ciation Pipes and Drums as they celebrate
their 25th anniversary. In October of 1994,
New Hampshire State Police Sergeant James
Noyes was shot and killed during a standoff
with an armed barricaded subject. Inspired by
the Boston Police Gaelic Column’s perform-
ance at Sergeant Noyes’s funeral, members of
the New Hampshire Police Association set out
to create a pipes and drums band of their
own. Coming together from various police de-
partments across the state, a small group was
assembled in December of 1994 and made its
official debut in 1996 during the New Hamp-
shire Police memorial in Concord.

Ever since, this distinguished band has
grown in size and notoriety. We gather to cel-
ebrate a quarter century of this effort, and to
acknowledge and honor the life of Sergeant
James Noyes and of every New Hampshire
law enforcement officer who has been trag-
ically killed in the line of duty.

Sergeant Noyes’s sacrifice is a humbling re-
minder about the acute danger our brave po-
lice officers face each day as they put their
lives on the line to keep our communities safe.
Their service deserves our appreciation and
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our undying support. In order to truly honor
their service and sacrifice, we need to do
more than pay lip service to their effort. As
elected leaders, we have a responsibility to
fight for additional resources that allow them
to do their jobs effectively for the rest of us.

In order to properly serve New Hampshire’s
First District and pay appropriate respect to
the services we are lucky to receive from our
New Hampshire police officers, | am com-
mitted to fighting on their behalf in Congress,
to guarantee that our law enforcement officials
have the resources they need to combat the
opioid crisis, keep our streets safe, and pro-
tect our communities from harm.

Congratulations to the New Hampshire Po-
lice Association Pipes and Drums on 25 years
of excellence. It is my honor to serve them as
the Representative of New Hampshire’s First
Congressional District.

KENDALL McCOY
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 27, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Kendall
McCoy for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Kendall McCoy is a student at The Manning
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Kendall
McCoy is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Ken-
dall McCoy for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

———

RECOGNIZING VICKI HAUGEN’S 37
YEARS AT VERMILION ADVAN-
TAGE

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 27, 2019

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Vicki Haugen, who took over
leadership of Vermilion Advantage 37 years
ago.

gVermilion Advantage is the lead economic
development office for Vermilion County, llli-
nois. Vicki began her tenure at Vermilion Ad-
vantage during a time when the business envi-
ronment in Danville and Vermilion County was
in turmoil. Major businesses, which had con-
tributed for many years to the financial and
economic health of the community, were leav-
ing or considering doing so. Rather than be
defeated by these setbacks, Vicki enlisted
other community leaders to pull together and
develop a coordinated plan to keep the losses
to a minimum and attract replacements for
those business that left.
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Vicki saw early on that if the community was
to survive and prosper, the political, business,
education, and community leaders would need
to work together. This became the focus of
Vermilion Advantage. More than simply an ad-
vocate for the community, Vicki had a com-
prehensive vision focused on creating the next
generation of community leaders and a skilled
and educated workforce, diversifying the eco-
nomic base of the county, and developing a
cooperative environment between labor and
management, to name just a few of her initia-
tives.

A major component of what Vicki has done
is sell outside companies to the advantages of
locating their operations in Vermilion County.
Doing this for several decades has likely made
Vicki the most informed and effective cham-
pion of Vermilion County. Her steady efforts
over the past 37 years has had an inestimable
impact on the community that she cares so
much for.

Indeed, Vicki’s efforts are a labor of love.
She grew up in Vermilion County, graduated
from Danville High School, and lives in the
community she helped remake. Her tireless ef-
forts, mental toughness, professionalism, and
unshakable faith that Vermilion County was
worth trying to save has made a difference
worthy of recognition.

Madam Speaker, it is my pleasure and
honor to rise today to recognize Vicki Haugen
and to thank her for her leadership of
Vermilion Advantage for these past 37 years.
That leadership, by the way, has led to the
creation of well over four thousand full-time
jobs and counting. | wish Vicki all the best and
Vermilion Advantage continued success.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KATIE PORTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 27, 2019
Ms. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | was un-
able to be present for votes on Monday,

March 25, 2019. Had | been present, | would
have vote YES on Roll Call vote 126.

LEAH MENDOZA
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 27, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Leah Men-
doza for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Leah Mendoza is a student at Mandalay
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Leah Men-
doza is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Leah
Mendoza for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
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