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Debby had two late sisters: Marcia, who
was 18 years older and developmentally dis-
abled and Gail, who was 10 years older but
very close with Debby.

At Birmingham Southern, Debby majored in
Elementary Education. Over spring break of
her senior year in college, she went to Capitol
Hill to look for a job. She met the personal
secretary for Bill Nichols, Mary Elva Rice and
was hired as a caseworker. She began work-
ing in 1969 and continued working as a case-
worker until Congressman Nichols died on De-
cember 13, 1988. Everyone in Nichols’ office
found other jobs, but Debby stayed with the
Third District of Alabama office. Congressman
Glen Browder replaced Nichols in a special
election on April 5, 1989 and she continued
working for the Third District. Debby handled
scheduling, office manager duties and contin-
ued with casework. Congressman Browder
stayed for the remainder of that term and two
other terms before running for the U.S. Sen-
ate. When Bob Riley was elected in 1996,
Debby stayed on to work with him also picking
up coordinating tours and flags. After three
terms, Riley successfully ran for Governor of
Alabama and | was elected in 2002. Debby
continued doing tours and flags, office man-
agement and casework.

During her time on the Hill, Debby was in-
volved for about 20 years with the Capitol Hill
Equestrian Society, which began while she
was working for Congressman Nichols. They
had meetings once a month and published a
monthly newsletter.

Debby received awards from the Social Se-
curity Administration (SSA) and the Disabled
American Veterans (DAV).

Debby has been with me since day one. If
you polled the Third District, she is probably
way more popular than me. She has institu-
tional knowledge that cannot be replaced and
we will miss her so much. Debby has a heart
of gold and has touched so many lives. The
Third District of Alabama won’t be the same
without her.

Madam Speaker, please join me in thanking
Debby for her unwavering service to the peo-
ple of Alabama.

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
WALTER LOEBENBERG

HON. CHARLIE CRIST

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 25, 2019

Mr. CRIST. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in commemo-
rating the life of Walter Loebenberg, a commu-
nity leader, advocate for the less fortunate,
philanthropist and founder of the Florida Holo-
caust Museum.

As a young man, Mr. Loebenberg was
forced by the Nazis to flee his native country
of Germany for the United States. Mr.
Loebenberg returned a few years later, where
he honorably served the United States during
the Battle of the Bulge. His service was so
distinguished he was personally awarded a
Bronze Star by General Dwight D. Eisen-
hower.

After the war, Mr. Loebenberg returned to
the United States and moved to Florida where
he managed local hospitals, became a philan-
thropist, and fought to improve the lives of the
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blind, the hungry, and those who could not
fight for themselves. He dedicated his life to
improving the world, one act at a time.

In 1992, Mr. Loebenberg founded a Holo-
caust Museum at the Jewish Community Cen-
ter of Pinellas County in Madeira Beach. This
rapidly expanded into the Florida Holocaust
Museum, opening in downtown St. Petersburg
to great fanfare in 1998.

Mr. Loebenberg understood the importance
of building a lasting tribute to the horrors and
lives lost in the Holocaust—so that history
might never repeat itself. His work, and his
museum, will stand the test of time, as a tes-
tament, and a warning to all of us, and all who
come after us. For the people of Pinellas
County, the state of Florida, the U.S. House of
Representatives, and a grateful nation, we
honor the life of Walter Loebenberg.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF EZEQUIEL
SANTIAGO

HON. JAMES A. HIMES

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 25, 2019

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, today, | join
the rest of Connecticut in mourning the loss of
State Rep. Ezequiel Santiago. Zeke was a
dedicated public servant and a dear friend
who was taken from his family, and his com-
munity, far too soon. Zeke was kind, wel-
coming, and a strong leader. He dedicated
himself to bettering the Bridgeport community
and those around him.

Raised in Bridgeport, Zeke entered politics
at a young age, volunteering on numerous
campaigns before running for office. He was a
tireless advocate for underrepresented and mi-
nority communities, bettering the lives of thou-
sands of his fellow citizens. His work was inte-
gral in securing funding for community organi-
zations that benefitted families and children
like the South End Community Center, the
Sheehan Center, and the YMCA. Without any
pomp or self-aggrandizement, he dedicated
his life to doing the hard, necessary work that
makes our government function.

Zeke’s loss is felt by everyone lucky enough
to know him and has created a hole that will
not soon be filled. A grateful state and nation
will strive to preserve his memory and carry
on his legacy.

————

HONORING CAPTAIN JOHN
FREDERICK WILSON

HON. JOHN R. CURTIS

OF UTAH
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 25, 2019

Mr. CURTIS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Captain John Frederick Wilson, as he
celebrates his 100th birthday.

Born on April 2, 1919 and raised in Park
City, Utah, John Frederick Wilson, known af-
fectionately as “Jack”, was one the few pilots
trained at BYU. On December 11, 1941, four
days after the Japanese surprise attack on
Pearl Harbor, he joined the Army Air Corps.

After learning to fly the four-engine B-24
Liberator bomber—an aircraft featured in the
Hollywood film “Unbroken”—he was assigned
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to the 90th bombing group in the Fifth Air
Force of the Army Air Corps. He was sent by
ship to Pearl Harbor, and then to New Guinea,
where he became pilot and captain of a ten-
member B—-24 crew.

Jack and his crew were assigned to seek
out and destroy the Japanese airstrips in the
island Pacific. Given his prowess as a pilot,
Jack and his crew were soon reassigned to
reconnaissance missions to track the Japa-
nese fleet. His beloved B—-24 was stripped of
all bombs, bomb bays, machine guns, and
other defensive weapons, so that the weight
could be replaced with extra gas tanks to sup-
port their long-distance reconnaissance mis-
sions. His biggest fear rapidly became en-
countering not enemy aircraft, but running out
of fuel. “My career as a B-24 pilot basically
consisted of long periods of boredom punc-
tuated with moments of terror.”

Jack and his crew were dispatched to a
small airstrip on an island near Okinawa. They
were assigned to fly five days a week to the
North China sea, to track the Japanese fleet.
He there became as member of the famed
“Jolly Rogers” and was issued a card that he
has carried in his wallet to this day: “Having
been assigned to the best damned heavy
bomb group, and having paid his dues, Cap-
tain Jack F. Wilson is hereby considered a
member in good standing of the Jolly Rogers.”

Jack refused to participate in the demoniza-
tion of the Japanese that was popular during
and after the war. “There are good people ev-
erywhere,” he taught his children and grand-
children. At one time, a typhoon had threat-
ened the island airstrip and the Okinawan
people showed him a cave that he and his B—
24 crew sheltered in, thereby saving their
lives.

After the war, Jack used his flying skills to
help locate wildfires and his people skills to
create the National Interagency Fire Center in
Boise, Idaho, which bears his name.

Madam Speaker, | ask you and my col-
leagues to honor a native Utahn, the last re-
maining B—24 pilot from World War Il, and ex-
tend warm greetings to Mr. Wilson on April 2,
2019, his 100th birthday. We commend him
for his life of service and valor in defense of
his country.

——————

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 25, 2019

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in support of Women’s History
Month, a time when we celebrate the women
who have fought for women’s equality and
their achievements to our nation. As we gather
to reflect on this important cause, it is impor-
tant to recognize that today there are a record
number of women in Congress, and | am
proud to serve alongside each of them.

Throughout my life, | have been inspired by
countless independent and accomplished
women. From the beginning of my life, my
mother Lillie Mae Johnson, a dedicated com-
munity volunteer, instilled in me a sense of
confidence and self-worth. | have been
blessed with the support of many such women
throughout my political career, such as Cheryl
Wattley, Mable White, Demetris Sampson, and
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Veronica Frazier. Also, | am grateful for my
friendship with prominent Dallas women, such
as Judge Sarah T. Hughes, who first encour-
aged me to run for the Texas House of Rep-
resentatives in the 1970s, and Margaret
McDermott, who demonstrated limitless sup-
port of our society’s civic, cultural, and edu-
cational growth.

Women and girls have contributed signifi-
cantly in the science, technology, engineering,
and math fields. As Chairwoman of the House
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, | have made it my priority to encour-
age young girls and women to pursue careers
in STEM, because our country suffers greatly
if they are not given an opportunity to be in-
cluded.

Although we have made great strides
throughout this country’s history, we must con-
tinue to work to break the barriers that hinder
the advancement of women—Ilike equal pay in
the workplace and preserving a woman’s right
to make her own healthcare decisions. There
is more work to be done in my home state of
Texas and throughout our nation. We will con-
tinue this work until we are able to provide
women with the economic security and oppor-
tunities they deserve.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting Women’s History Month.

———————

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday,
March 26, 2019 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
MARCH 27

10 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Department of Defense
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2020 for the Army.
SD-138
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing
and Urban Development, and Related
Agencies
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2020 for the Department of
Transportation.
SD-192
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Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on SeaPower
To hold hearings to examine Navy ship-
building programs in review of the De-
fense Authorization Request for fiscal
year 2020 and the Future Years Defense
Program.
SR-232A
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine Chairman’s
housing reform outline, part II.
SD-538
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation
To hold hearings to examine our blue
economy, focusing on successes and op-
portunities.
SD-G50
Committee on Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Robert A. Destro, of Virginia,
to be Assistant Secretary for Democ-
racy, Human Rights, and Labor, Keith
Krach, of California, to be an Under
Secretary (Economic Growth, Energy,
and the Environment), to be United
States Alternate Governor of the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction and De-
velopment, and to be United States Al-
ternate Governor of the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment, and United States Alternate
Governor of the Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank, and David Stilwell, of
Hawaii, to be an Assistant Secretary
(East Asian and Pacific Affairs), all of
the Department of State.
SD-419
10:30 a.m.
Committee on Rules and Administration
To hold oversight hearings to examine
the Smithsonian Institution.
SR-301
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Energy and Water Devel-
opment
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2020 for the Department of
Energy.
SD-138
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces
To hold hearings to examine military
space operations, policy, and programs.
SR-222
Committee on the Budget
Business meeting to markup the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal

year 2020.
SD-608
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

Subcommittee on Water and Power
To hold hearings to examine the Colo-
rado River drought contingency plan.
SD-366
Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship
Business meeting to consider S. 771, to
amend section 21 of the Small Business
Act to require cyber certification for
small business development center
counselors, S. 772, to require an annual
report on the cybersecurity of the
Small Business Administration, and an
original bill to repeal the sunset for
collateral requirements for Small Busi-
ness Administration disaster loans.
SR—428A
3 p.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Legislative Branch
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
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fiscal year 2020 for the Library of Con-
gress and the Architect of the Capitol.
SD-124
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation
Subcommittee on Aviation and Space
To hold hearings to examine the state of
airline safety, focusing on Federal
oversight of commercial aviation.
SH-216
MARCH 28

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine Department
of Energy’s atomic energy defense pro-
grams in review of the Defense Author-
ization Request for fiscal year 2020 and
future years defense program.
SD-G50
10 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Department of Home-
land Security
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2020 for the Coast Guard.
SD-192
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation, and Related Agencies
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2020 for the Department of

Education.
SD-124
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of David Bernhardt, of Virginia, to
be Secretary of the Interior.

SD-366
Committee on Environment and Public
Works

To hold hearings to examine the Federal
response to the risks associated with
per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS).

SD-406
Committee on the Judiciary

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Daniel P. Collins, and Ken-
neth Kiyul Lee, both of California,
both to be a United States Circuit
Judge for the Ninth Circuit, James
Wesley Hendrix, and Mark T. Pittman,
both to be a United States District
Judge for the Northern District of
Texas, Sean D. Jordan, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Texas, Wing Chau, to be
United States Marshal for the District
of Rhode Island, and Ramona L.
Dohman, to be United States Marshal
for the District of Minnesota.

SD-226
10:30 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies

To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2020 for the Food and Drug
Administration.

SD-138
Committee on the Budget

Business meeting to markup the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal
year 2020.

SH-216
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