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the end of his assignment in American Samoa
is bittersweet. | thank Ulisses for his out-
standing leadership and commitment to our
Soldiers, American Samoa and our great Na-
tion. Best wishes to him and his family as he
departs American Samoa. Congratulations to
him on his next assignment and the great fu-
ture ahead of him. Thank you for your service
and your time on our beautiful islands. God
bless your path and goodbye. Fa’amanuia le
Atua i ou ala. Soifua

———————

IN MEMORY OF THE 23 LIVES
LOST IN THE MARCH 3RD TOR-
NADOES

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2019

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| rise to honor the lives of the 23 victims who
died in the severe weather and tornadoes that
ravaged Lee County on March 3, 2019.

Of the 23 who died, their ages range from
6 years old to 89 years old. Four of the victims
were children, four victims were two sets of
couples engaged to be married and 10 victims
were part of one family. The following names
are those who lost their lives:

Ryan Pence, 22; Felicia Woodall, 22; Eric
Jamal Stenson, 38; Florel Tate Stenson, 63;
Henry Lewis Stenson, 65; James Henry Tate,
86; Maggie Delight Robinson, 57; Raymond
Robinson, Jr., 63; Tresia Robinson, 62; Em-
manuel Jones, 53; Jimmy Lee Jones, 89;
Mary Louise Jones, 83.

Jonathan Marquez Bowen,
Waldon, 8; Taylor Thornton, 10; Shelia
Creech, 59; Marshal Lynn Grimes, 59;
Armando “A.J.” Hernandez, 6; Vicki Braswell,
69; David Wayne Dean, 53; Mamie Roberts
Koon, 68; Charlotte Ann Miller, 59; Irma
Gomez Moran, 41.

Madam Speaker, please join me in remem-
bering these 23 victims and praying for the
families and friends they left behind and rec-
ognizing the brave First Responders across
the area. It has been amazing to see Alabam-
ians come together to support Lee County
after this tragedy.

——————

HONORING  PATRICIA  WAINGER
FOR RECEIVING THE TIDEWATER
CHAPTER HUMANITARIAN
AWARD

HON. ELAINE G. LURIA

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2019

Mrs. LURIA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize Patricia Wainger on re-
ceiving the 2019 Humanitarian Award for the
Tidewater Chapter of the Virginia Center for
Inclusive Communities. This is an amazing ac-
complishment.

This award recognizes Patricia’s lifetime of
service and commitment to the promotion of
respect among people of diverse back-
grounds. As the founding director of Norfolk
Academy’s Learning Bridge, an academic en-
richment program, Patricia ensured that stu-
dents have the best tools and resources to ac-

9; Mykhala

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

complish their long-term goals and achieve
success in their future endeavors. Through her
work at the Park Place school, she continues
to empower children, their families, and their
communities in the urban neighborhoods of
Norfolk. Students with extra preparation for
college will be well-equipped to make our
community a better place.

In addition, Patricia’s dedication to strength-
ening bonds among people of different racial,
ethnic, and religious backgrounds is truly in-
spiring. | am proud to honor and recognize
Patricia’s leadership and the role she plays in
making our community a better place. The
Tidewater Region has significantly benefited
from her presence.

———

RECOGNIZING LOUJAIN AL-
HATHLOUL

HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2019

Ms. FRANKEL. Madam Speaker, | rise in
recognition of Loujain al-Hathloul, a Saudi
women’s rights activist and political prisoner
who stands trial today in Saudi Arabia. Loujain
has been imprisoned for her political activism,
including for women’s equality under the law.
She was arrested in May 2018, along with a
dozen other peaceful women'’s rights advo-
cates. These activists have been held as pris-
oners, and have reportedly faced torture and
abuse, including sexual violence, beatings,
and electric shocks.

Loujain was arrested for her advocacy on
behalf of an end to the male guardianship sys-
tem and the ban on women driving. Fighting
for women’s rights is a fundamental American
value that we have long championed world-
wide. Today marks the first day of her sham
trial. She has been denied a lawyer and any
real form of defense against the Saudi govern-
ment. The United States cannot stand by and
watch while justice and democracy are de-
valued by our partners. We must hold the
Saudi government accountable for such
human rights violations.

That is why | introduced a bipartisan resolu-
tion condemning Saudi Arabia’s continued de-
tention and alleged abuse of women’s rights
activists. Saudi Arabia must release these ad-
vocates and end the discriminatory male
guardianship system that restricts women’s
decisions about their livelihood. Let this serve
as a reminder to the world that women'’s rights
are human rights.

REMEMBERING GREG JAYNES

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2019

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to remember Greg Jaynes, an elegant writer
and reporter who began his professional writ-
ing career at The Commercial Appeal in Mem-
phis covering the assassination of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Mr. Jaynes died March
5 in New Orleans. After Memphis, Mr. Jaynes
joined The New York Times as a foreign cor-
respondent in East Africa, based in Nairobi.
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He later worked for Time, Life and The Na-
tional Geographic and wrote two well-reviewed
memoirs, Sketches from a Dirt Road and
Come Hell On High Water: A Really Sullen
Memoir, the latter about a voyage from Britain
to Tahiti aboard a Russian freighter. Describ-
ing Jaynes, one reviewer called him “irascible
but sociable, tormented and laughable, a man
whose tough, cranky exterior conceals a warm
heart and a capacity for compassion . . . We
are richer for the grace of his pen and the
strength of his high good humor.” | knew Greg
as a thoughtful reader and writer and agree
with the reviewer. We met when | noticed him
walking down my street in Memphis and,
shortly thereafter, returning with a copy of The
New York Times; we were neighbors. Seeing
him walking back up the street with The New
York Times was a rather unusual sight and
prompted me to introduce myself, and we be-
came friends. He was an unusually prolific
reader and was always a font of knowledge
and information. | want to extend my condo-
lences to his son Todd Jaynes and his daugh-
ter, Whitney Ann Laidlaw, his extended family
and friends and his loyal readers.

HONORING CONGRESSWOMAN
SLAUGHTER

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2019

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker,
first, 1 would like to thank Congressman
MCGOVERN and Congressman TONKO for lead-
ing this effort in memory of our beloved friend
and colleague Congresswoman Louise
Slaughter.

Madam Speaker, it's almost hard to believe
it's been a year since the passing of my dear
friend and mentor, Louise. Her death was a
monumental loss for Congress, our country,
and the world. But | know we can all find sol-
ace in the amazing legacy she left for all of
us.

Louise stayed true to the communities that
believed in her. She loved the people of Roch-
ester fiercely and fought for them with every
breath.

Right after | was elected, Louise invited me
to come with her to attend the Seneca Falls
150th anniversary in her district. She didn’t
even know me that well, but she said “Honey,
| want to be your friend and | want you to see
my district.” | knew right then that Louise was
something special.

A trailblazer in every respect, she made his-
tory by becoming the first woman to chair the
powerful House Rules Committee. She would
work late into the night, staying engaged and
energized no matter how late the Committee
worked. She never stopped fighting for every-
day families, children, women, and commu-
nities of color.

What | miss the most about Louise was her

humor. She was just hilarious. Ask any Mem-
ber of Congress—Republican or Democrat—
and they’ll have a story about her cracking a
joke.
. Louise’s legacy will live on in the millions of
lives that she has touched and enriched. And
she will live on in the halls of Congress, where
none of us will ever forget her passion, her
grace, or her infectious sense of humor.

We all miss Louise so much.
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH—HAROLD
JACKSON

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2019

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise to honor a third-generation servant leader
from my community of Tampa, Florida, Harold
A. Jackson, Jr. who was born at Tampa Negro
Hospital to the late Jacqueline Haynes Jack-
son and the late Harold A. Jackson, Sr. Jack-
son learned about service at a young age as
his father served in the U.S. Army during
World War Il and returned to Tampa to be-
come one of our hometown’s pioneering Afri-
can American civil rights attorneys and led
local desegregation efforts. His mother was a
beloved educator and retired after 33 years as
an elementary school teacher in Tampa.

Mr. Jackson followed in his parents’ foot-
steps of service and dedicated his profes-
sional life to the health and well-being of our
community. In 1978, Mr. Jackson started a 30-
year plus career with the Hillsborough County
Parks, Recreation and Conservation Depart-
ment. He rose through the ranks to become a
Recreation Area Supervisor during a time of
tremendous growth and change for this coun-
ty. He planned, organized and directed the
overall operations of community-based recre-
ation programs, which are critical in promoting
healthy, prosperous and connected commu-
nities as well as building social equity and
support for working families. During his tenure
with Hillsborough County, he continued to
build on his legacy of community service. For
27 years, he served on the board of directors
for Tampa Family Health Centers, a federally
qualified health center. He was elected chair
and vice chair of the board of directors on
several occasions. During this time, Tampa
Family Health Centers grew from one clinic to
14 and greatly expanded access to com-
prehensive health care services for hundreds
of thousands of our neighbors, especially unin-
sured or underinsured individuals.

After retiring from the Hillsborough County
Parks, Recreation and Conservation Depart-
ment, Mr. Jackson began a leadership role for
Tampa Family Health Centers as Community
Relations Liaison. He truly extends himself to
help meet the needs of the medically under-
served, whoever and wherever they are. His
efforts while serving on my 14th Congres-
sional District of Florida Puerto Rico Recovery
and Assistance Task Force were nothing short
of extraordinary and very meaningful at a time
when displaced Puerto Rican families faced
significant challenges in re-establishing their
lives following the devastating landfall of Hurri-
cane Maria in 2017. Mr. Jackson ensured fam-
ilies who relocated to Tampa had access with-
out barriers to the services of Tampa Family
Health Centers, facilitating their medical ap-
pointments to cut down on wait times with
scheduling and transportation challenges.

He is a graduate of St. Peter Claver Catho-
lic School in Tampa, a 125-year old historically
black school that today proudly continues to
provide families and students excellence in
education. Mr. Jackson returned to St. Peter
Claver to serve on the school’s board of direc-
tors and in 1994, as president of the school’s
development council, he launched a $2 million
capital campaign to establish a state-of-the-art
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learning environment. Mr. Jackson also grad-
uated from Tampa Catholic High School in
1974 and went on to complete his criminal jus-
tice degree from the University of Tampa.

Mr. Jackson strongly exhibits the unequivo-
cal mark of a servant leader, one who quietly
aspires and inspires leadership by consum-
mately doing good—going the extra mile. His
contributions to community initiatives are nu-
merous—helping to launch the University Area
Community Development Corporation, co-
founding a youth council in our community that
has now grown to be one of its largest and
serving as organizer for Tampa’s largest Vet-
erans Day Parade.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of a grateful
Tampa Bay community, | am proud to recog-
nize Mr. Harold A. Jackson, Jr. for his serv-
ant’s heart and carrying forth his family’s leg-
acy of community service across the Tampa
Bay Area.

HONORING ALOK K. VERMA FOR

RECEIVING THE TIDEWATER
CHAPTER HUMANITARIAN
AWARD

HON. ELAINE G. LURIA

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2019

Mrs. LURIA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize Dr. Alok Verma on re-
ceiving the 2019 Humanitarian Award for the
Tidewater Chapter of the Virginia Center for
Inclusive Communities. This is an amazing ac-
complishment.

This award recognizes Dr. Verma’s lifetime
of service and commitment to the promotion of
respect among people of diverse back-
grounds. Dr. Verma generously serves the
students of Old Dominion University and the
community as a whole. His input at inter-
national conferences and in scholarly publica-
tions is exceptional. His service to the Norfolk
Sister City Association, World Affairs Council,
and Asian Indians of Hampton Roads dem-
onstrates his heart for service.

Dr. Verma’s dedication to strengthening
bonds among people of different racial, ethnic,
and religious backgrounds is truly inspiring. |
am proud to honor and recognize Dr. Verma’s
leadership and the role he plays in making our
community a better place. The Tidewater Re-
gion has significantly benefited from his pres-
ence.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2019

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Madam
Speaker, | missed votes on Monday, March
11. Had | been present, | would have voted as
follows:

Roll Call Vote Number 119 (Passage of
H.R. 1122, the Housing Choice Voucher Mo-
bility Demonstration Act): YES

Roll Call Vote Number 120 (Passage of
H.R. 758, the Cooperate with Law Enforce-
ment Agencies and Watch Act): YES

March 13, 2019
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JAHANA HAYES

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2019

Mrs. HAYES. Madam Speaker, | was unable
to be present for votes on March 11th due to
unavoidable travel delays. Had | been present,
| would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 119;
and YEA on Roll Call No. 120.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF MARK
O’CONNOR

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 13, 2019

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor Hillsborough Police Chief Mark O’Con-
nor upon the occasion of his retirement after
a total of 33 years in law enforcement, 32 of
those years with the Town of Hillsborough.
Chief O’Connor is an uncommon law enforce-
ment professional, and the residents of
Hillsborough have been extraordinarily lucky to
have his services for over three decades.

Hillsborough is a town of 11,500 persons
nestled in the hills of the San Francisco Penin-
sula. Mark O’Connor joined the police depart-
ment of this beautiful town in 1986 after serv-
ing for a year in the Santa Clara County Sher-
iff's Office. He began as a Police Officer and
then served as Canine Officer, Motorcycle Of-
ficer, Field Training Officer, Police Corporal,
Press Information Officer, Patrol Sergeant, Ad-
ministrative Captain, Patrol Captain and, fi-
nally, as the Chief of Police. However, Mark is
a highly talented person, and for a while the
town also tapped him to be Public Works Di-
rector. Apparently, he enjoyed catching bur-
glars more than fixing broken sewer mains, so
that stint was relatively short-lived.

Chief O’Connor served on a committee of
the San Mateo County Police Chiefs’ and
Sheriffs Association working on technology
issues and was responsible for upgrading
Hillsborough’s department to take advantage
of computers in patrol cars, officer body cam-
eras, and Computer Aided Dispatch equip-
ment, among many innovations. During Mark’s
time in charge, Hillsborough residents were
protected by the latest technology available.

As an institutional source of ‘“lessons
learned” for the department, Mark excels. For
example, he once pointed out that making it
easier to navigate a community isn't nec-
essarily good for public safety. Among its
many features, Hillsborough is a hard place to
navigate at night without a lot of experience.
Many pizzas have gone cold in the hills of
Hillsborough. Burglars would also occasionally
get lost. They would then meander repeatedly
through the town seeking frantically to escape.
The police would notice, and the thieves
would become future candidates to make pub-
lic endorsements on behalf of the Google
Maps app for smart phones—after they were
released from jail and subject to any applica-
ble terms of probation. This story illustrates
Mark’s wisdom from years of on-the-ground
experience. He is a walking library of such les-
sons.

Mark O’Connor has many obvious skills. He
is respected by his staff because he is authen-
tic. He mentors others with ease. He is smart
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