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the National African American Reparations 
Commission dive into some of the most salient 
points in the reparations discussion. I am sup-
porting this effort by continuing to hold the an-
nual reparations retrospective at the Annual 
Legislative Conference of the Congressional 
Black Caucus. 

I believe that H.R. 40 is a crucial piece of 
legislation because it goes beyond exploring 
the economic implications of slavery and seg-
regation. It is a holistic bill in the sense that it 
seeks to establish a commission to also exam-
ine the moral and social implications of slav-
ery. In short, the Commission aims to study 
the impact of slavery and continuing discrimi-
nation against African-Americans, resulting di-
rectly and indirectly from slavery to segrega-
tion to the desegregation process and the 
present day. The commission would also 
make recommendations concerning any form 
of apology and compensation to begin the 
long delayed process of atonement for slav-
ery. 

With the over criminalization and policing of 
black bodies, a reoccurring issue in African- 
American communities, I believe this con-
versation is both relevant and crucial to restor-
ing trust in governmental institutions in many 
communities. As in years past, I welcome 
open and constructive discourse on H.R. 40 
and the creation of this commission in the 
116th Congress. Though the times and cir-
cumstance may change, the principle problem 
of slavery continues to weigh heavily on this 
country. A federal commission can help us 
reach into this dark past and bring us into a 
brighter future. 
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OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 3, 2019 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the Police Training and Inde-
pendent Review Act, a bill I introduced today 
with colleague LACY CLAY of Missouri. 

If enacted, the Police Training and Inde-
pendent Review Act would help ensure the 
independent investigation and prosecution of 
law enforcement officers in cases involving 
their use of deadly force. It would also help 
ensure that law enforcement officers receive 
appropriate training. 

America received a wakeup call in Fer-
guson, Missouri. We received another in Stat-
en Island, New York. 

We received yet another in Ohio, South 
Carolina, Illinois, Minnesota, Louisiana and 
Oklahoma. 

Our nation faces sobering questions about 
the basic fairness of our criminal justice sys-
tem. And we face sobering questions about 
race. These questions simply cannot be ig-
nored. 

For too many, for too long, justice has 
seemed too lacking. 

President Obama’s Commission on 21st 
Century Policing suggested several common 
sense reforms, including the use of inde-
pendent prosecutors for police-involved civilian 
deaths, as well as additional training for law 
enforcement officers. 

Unfortunately, Congress has yet to act on 
these recommendations. 

We need to stop asking local prosecutors to 
investigate the same law enforcement officers 
with whom they work so closely, and whose 
relationships they rely upon to perform their 
daily responsibilities. Prosecutors also often 
seek the support of their local police when 
they run for reelection. 

This is an inherent conflict of interest, and if 
we are serious about restoring a sense of fair-
ness and justice, we must remove this conflict 
immediately. 

To be sure, the vast majority of prosecutors 
and law enforcement officers are well mean-
ing, dedicated public servants, and we depend 
upon them to keep us safe from criminals. 
And they have dangerous jobs, as we have 
seen all too frequently. 

But the fact remains that some officers go 
beyond the law in a callous disregard for due 
process. When it comes to investigating, and 
potentially prosecuting, these actions, there is 
often a perception of unfairness, and that per-
ception poisons the public trust. 

That is bad for law enforcement as well as 
citizens, making their work more dangerous. 

The Police Training and Independent Re-
view Act would give states an incentive to use 
independent prosecutors when police use of 
deadly force results in a civilian death. It 
would also give states and incentive to provide 
training to police to help them better under-
stand the racial and ethnic diversity of the 
communities they serve, as well as how best 
to work with individuals who are disabled or 
mentally ill. 

If states use independent prosecutors and 
provide appropriate training, they would be-
come eligible for additional federal funding. 

I urge my colleagues to help pass this legis-
lation quickly, and help restore some much 
needed faith in our criminal justice system. 

I want to thank my colleague, LACY CLAY for 
his partnership on this bill. He is a tireless ad-
vocate on these issues, and I am honored to 
work with him. I also want to thank Senator 
TAMMY DUCKWORTH for her leadership on this 
legislation, and look forward to her introducing 
a Senate companion soon. 
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Thursday, January 3, 2019 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
today I am pleased to be joined by my good 
friend, Ranking Member LUCAS, in introducing 
the Combatting Sexual Harassment in Science 
Act of 2019. 

Over the last year, the #MeToo movement 
emboldened countless women, many who had 
remained silent for years, to share their expe-
riences. Their stories made it clear that the ex-
perience of sexual harassment is much too 
common across all segments of our society. A 
recent report by the National Academies of 
Sciences revealed that sexual harassment is 
pervasive in the scientific workplace—in lec-
ture halls, laboratories, observatories, and re-
mote field sites. The report also found that 
sexual harassment stifles the advancement of 
female scientists. 

This bill establishes a research program at 
the National Science Foundation to examine 
the prevalence of and factors contributing to 
sexual harassment in the scientific workforce. 
Furthermore, this bill directs the Office of 
Science and Technology Policy to issue uni-
form policy guidance to Federal science agen-
cies to ensure every agency has clear policies 
and dedicated resources to prevent and re-
spond to incidents of sexual harassment at 
academic institutions receiving federal re-
search funding. This legislation also creates 
an interagency working group to improve co-
ordination and communication among agen-
cies in addressing sexual harassment by fed-
erally funded scientists. 

Sexual harassment is driving some of our 
brightest minds away from careers in research 
at a time when we need them most. If we are 
to tackle the scientific and technological chal-
lenges ahead of us, we must do more to en-
sure women are free to conduct their research 
without being degraded, harassed, or abused 
because of their gender. The Combatting Sex-
ual Harassment in Science Act of 2019 is an 
important first step in that direction, and I hope 
Members on both sides of the aisle will sup-
port this legislation. 
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OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 3, 2019 

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the Build America Act, leg-
islation that will provide $10 billion annually for 
merit-based infrastructure grants across the 
country. For years, House Democrats have 
called for a dramatic investment in infrastruc-
ture, and for years, these call calls have gone 
unanswered. I am hopeful that this will be the 
year that we finally make the investments we 
need. I am proud to offer my own legislation 
today—not for a massive, all-encompassing 
infrastructure package—but rather, for a com-
mon sense expansion of successful programs 
based on need and merit that will ensure we 
put money towards the greatest infrastructure 
needs regardless of any additional package 
passed in the House. 

My legislation will significantly increase the 
size and scope of two existing infrastructure 
grant programs, the Capital Investment Grant 
Program (CIG), also known as New Starts/ 
Small Starts, and the BUILD Grant Program, 
formerly known as the Transportation Invest-
ment Generating Economic Recovery Grant 
Program, or TIGER Grants. These programs 
have been immensely successful in the past, 
assisting rural and urban communities 
prioritize their own needs. Each program re-
quires matching funds from those seeking as-
sistance, making them smart and effective 
avenues for leveraging federal funding to 
make a real impact across the country. 

My bill takes these programs out of the an-
nual appropriations process. Instead, it estab-
lishes them as mandatory programs with per-
manent and expanded funding streams total-
ing more than $10 billion annually. 

This expansion will be welcome news to the 
thousands of communities like those I rep-
resent. Consider this, Madam Speaker: since 
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2009, Congress has dedicated more than $5.1 
billion for multiple rounds of TIGER funding. In 
FY2015 alone, the program received $10.1 bil-
lion in applications. That’s twice the total 
amount of funding over a 10 year period in 
just a single fiscal year. The process is com-
petitive, and it allows the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT) to reward applicants that 
exceed eligibility criteria and demonstrate 
commitments to their projects. 

By increasing these funding levels and re-
moving the programs from the annual appro-
priations process, we will take the guesswork 
and uncertainty out of the programs. This in 
turn will allow communities around the country 
to submit funding requests for projects of na-
tional, regional, or metropolitan-area signifi-
cance, including the construction and repair of 
roads, bridges, and tunnels, the installation of 
high speed internet, revitalization of drinking 
water infrastructure, and the construction and 
expansion of fixed-guideway public transpor-
tation systems, including subways, light rail, 
commuter rail, and bus rapid transit (BRT). 

Madam Speaker, we have talked about 
prioritizing a large-scale infrastructure package 
for years. Last Congress, Congressional 
Democrats unveiled a trillion-dollar plan to 
make these investments and create tens of 
thousands of jobs. However, like so many 
other proposals, it was rejected out of hand by 
the Republican Majority. We need to get seri-
ous. 

Every four years, the American Society of 
Civil Engineers’ issues a ‘‘Report Card’’ for 
America’s Infrastructure. The report depicts 
the condition and performance of American in-
frastructure, assigning letter grades based on 
the physical condition and needed investments 
for improvement across 16 major infrastructure 
categories. The most recent report card was 
issued last two years ago. Among the national 
rankings, transit systems were rated a D¥ 

and roads were rated a D. 
Dams: D. 
Drinking water: D. 
Inland waterways: D. 
Levees: D. 
We need to move this process forward. I 

urge my colleagues to consider my bill without 
delay, so that our country can begin making 
the investments it desperately needs. 
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EARLY VOTING ACT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 3, 2019 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the Streamlined and Improved 
Methods at Polling Locations and Early Voting 
Act, also known as the ‘‘SIMPLE’’ Voting Act 
for short that I introduced today. 

This is a scary time for voting rights. We are 
witnessing an assault on voting rights the likes 
of which our nation has not seen since the 
passage of the Voting Rights Act in 1965. The 
President has alleged during the 2016 and 
2018 election cycles, without evidence, that 
there is widespread voter fraud in our country. 

In the name of protecting Americans from 
supposed in-person voter fraud—a fraud that 

is virtually non-existent—states have been en-
acting voter ID laws. The real reason for these 
laws, however, has been anything but election 
integrity. It has been about partisan politics 
and discrimination. 

But don’t take my word for it. Take the 
words of legislators like the then-Pennsylvania 
House Majority Leader who boasted in 2012 
that the state’s newly enacted voter ID law 
would allow Mitt Romney to win his state. 
While speaking about his legislature’s accom-
plishments, he said, ‘‘Voter ID, which is going 
to allow Governor Romney to win the state of 
Pennsylvania: done.’’ 

Or take the comments of a freshman Re-
publican Wisconsin state representative who, 
while being interviewed ahead of the 2016 
election, said, ‘‘And now we have photo ID, 
and I think photo ID is going to make a little 
bit of a difference as well.’’ 

Or take the word of the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the 4th Circuit which said that provi-
sions of a voter ID law in North Carolina ‘‘tar-
get African Americans with almost surgical 
precision[.]’’ According to the court, the law 
imposed cures for problems that did not exist, 
and ‘‘thus the asserted justifications cannot 
and do not conceal the State’s true motiva-
tion.’’ 

The right to vote is the cornerstone of our 
democracy. It is sacred. Yet, sadly, we have 
an ugly history in this nation of efforts to limit 
people’s ability to access this constitutional 
right. 

We need to make it easier for people to 
vote, not harder, and that is why I have intro-
duced this bill today. 

If enacted, the SIMPLE Voting Act would re-
quire states to allow early voting for federal 
elections for at least two weeks prior to elec-
tion day, and to the greatest extent possible 
ensure that polling locations are within walking 
distance of a stop on a public transportation 
route. 

It would also require that sufficient voting 
systems, poll workers and other election re-
sources are provided, that wait times are fair 
and equitable for all voters across a state, and 
that no one be required to wait longer than 
one hour to cast a ballot at a polling place. 

None of this should be controversial. This is 
all common sense, or at least should be, to 
those who to want help more Americans to 
vote. 

I urge my colleagues to pass this bill. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. PAUL 
STEWART 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 3, 2019 

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Paul Stewart as he is in-
ducted by the USA Hockey Association into 
the USA Hockey Hall of Fame. 

Mr. Stewart was born and raised in Dor-
chester, Massachusetts, where he got his first 
pair of skates at age six, after borrowing his 
sister’s figure skates too many times. He rose 
to playing in the National Hockey League for 
the Quebec Nordiques. 

Transitioning from a career playing in the 
NHL to paving the way for American referees, 
Mr. Stewart became the first American to both 

play and officiate in the National Hockey 
League. Following in the footsteps of his fa-
ther and grandfather, he officiated his first 
game on March 27, 1986 in his hometown 
rink, the Boston Garden. 

Players respected him, as he had a great 
respect for the players. He set an example for 
the future of NHL officiating and a new path-
way for future referees. A testament to his 
strength and commitment came in the middle 
of his career, when he beat cancer and was 
back officiating within a year of his diagnosis. 
Outside of the regular season, Mr. Stewart of-
ficiated 49 Stanley Cup playoff games and two 
NHL All-Star games. 

In 2003, Mr. Stewart became the first Amer-
ican born referee to officiate 1,000 NHL reg-
ular-season games. He finished out officiating 
his 1,010th and final game right where it all 
started, at home in Boston surrounded by fam-
ily and friends. 

After his trailblazing career on the ice, Mr. 
Stewart served as an ambassador for the 
NHL’s Hockey Fights Cancer campaign. He 
also went on to be the director of the Bill 
Stewart Foundation, raising money for inner 
city youth sports, and the ECAC director of of-
ficiating, now working to break down barriers 
for women in the NHL. Following in the family 
profession, his two sons, McCauley and Max-
well, are both officiating hockey. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor Mr. 
Paul Stewart for his trailblazing efforts that 
have changed the future of the sport, and who 
now joins his grandfather in the USA Hockey 
Hall of Fame. I ask that my colleagues join me 
in recognizing his hard work and dedication. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF RE-
TIRED MISSISSIPPI JUDGE JOHN 
ANDREW HATCHER, JR. 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 3, 2019 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the retirement of one 
of Mississippi’s most devoted citizens and 
public servants, the Honorable Judge John 
Andrew Hatcher, Jr. Judge Hatcher, a native 
of Sunflower, Mississippi, is retiring after a 
long and distinguished career. 

Upon graduation from Drew High School in 
1966, Judge Hatcher continued his education 
at Delta State University. After graduating in 
1969, he attended the University of Mississippi 
School of Law where he received his Juris 
Doctorate. This began Judge Hatcher’s impec-
cable legal career. 

Judge Hatcher began practicing law in 
Booneville, Mississippi, in November 1973. He 
also took up teaching as he taught a paralegal 
program at Northeast Mississippi Community 
College. This led to a passion advocating for 
public service. Judge Hatcher served as the 
vice chairman of the Mississippi Council on 
Children from 1977 to 1979, the Housing Spe-
cialist with the Governor’s Office of Federal, 
State and Local Programs, Division of Housing 
Coordinator from 1978 to 1979 and the Direc-
tor of Yocona Area Council of Boy Scouts of 
America from 1979 to 1980. 

Judge Hatcher went on to serve as the 
county prosecutor for Prentiss County, Mis-
sissippi, from 1980 to 1995. He also served as 
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