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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN HONOR OF THE LATE PETE
FRATES

HON. LORI TRAHAN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2019

Mrs. TRAHAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of the late Pete Frates, a
global icon and champion for Amyotrophic Lat-
eral Sclerosis (ALS) research and awareness.

A lifelong resident of Massachusetts and
former Boston College baseball player, Pete
Frates passed away on December 9, 2019
after a hard-fought battle with ALS.

Diagnosed with the disease in 2012, Pete
spent his numbered days raising funds and
awareness for ALS research through his social
media phenomenon, the “ALS Ice Bucket
Challenge,” sparking a global movement that
ignited 17 million people into action in order to
raise $115 million for the cause.

Pete lived his life selflessly, leaving behind
a strong legacy and lessons we can all learn
from—Dbe kind to one another and when faced
with adversity, face it bravely and help others
like you.

Eight years ago, Pete received a terrible di-
agnosis and a hopeless prognosis. Instead of
falling into a cycle of self-pity and remorse,
Pete saw this as an opportunity to help others
suffering with ALS. At the time, Pete looked at
the one life he had and saw its incredible
worth. He then took this one step further,
springing into action to improve the lives of
others.

My heart goes out to Pete’s mother and fa-
ther, wife, child, and friends. | know they will
carry on his legacy and continue his coura-
geous work to bring the world one step closer
to the eradication of ALS.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor a
man whose life is an inspiration to us all. Pete
Frates did not die in vain.

———

HONORING MICHAEL A.
HOULEMARD, JR.

HON. JIMMY PANETTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2019

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Michael A. Houlemard, Jr. for
more than twenty years of leadership as the
Fort Ord Reuse Authority (FORA) Executive
Officer and congratulate him on his retirement.

Mr. Houlemard was born in New Orleans,
Louisiana and grew up in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia. He studied at University of California,
Santa Barbara and graduated with a degree in
Political Science before completing a Master
of Arts degree in Urban Studies at Occidental
College. Following his studies, Mr. Houlemard
participated in the prestigious CORO Founda-
tion fellowship program.

Mr. Houlemard’s early career included a gu-
bernatorial appointment as a Deputy in the

California Department of Housing and Com-
munity Development, time as a Project Man-
ager for the Pasadena Redevelopment Agen-
cy, and leadership roles as Executive Director
of the Southern California Urban Coalition,
Deputy Director of the Pasadena Urban Coali-
tion, and Assistant Dean/Director in the Uni-
versity of California at Santa Barbara Office of
Veterans’ Affairs.

As Executive Officer of FORA, Mr.
Houlemard oversees the broadly representa-
tive agency located on the Monterey Bay,
which is responsible for former Fort Ord’s con-
version to civiian reuse program. Mr.
Houlemard also oversees a $100 million muni-
tions and explosives cleanup of 3,400 former
Fort Ord acres. In this role, Mr. Houlemard’s
decisive leadership and expertise resulted in
FORA being designated a military base reuse
national model by the Department of Defense.
Mr. Houlemard’s work has also been lauded
by the Association of Defense Communities,
earning him their Local Reuse Authority Exec-
utive of the Year Award, and the Monterey Pe-
ninsula Chamber of Commerce, earning him
their Ruth Vreeland Public Official of the Year
Award.

Michael A. Houlemard, Jr. has served the
central coast of California with adept leader-
ship and tireless dedication over the past two
decades, making FORA a model agency for
the potential of a civilian reuse program. |
hope that Mr. Houlemard enjoys his well-
earned retirement spending time with his be-
loved wife, Christina Valentino, watching his
favorite pastime, baseball, and visiting his
cherished hometown of New Orleans. Madam
Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join me in
recognizing his years of service and encour-
aging him to let the good times roll (laissez les
bon temps rouler).

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ODESSA
FOOTBALL TEAM

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2019

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the Missouri Class 3
State Championship won by the Odessa High
School football team. Such an achievement is
the result of strong leadership and continued
dedication by both players and coaches alike.
It is truly an honor to recognize this exemplary
group of athletes from Missouri’s Fifth Con-
gressional District.

For the first time in a quarter of a century
and only the second time in school history,
Odessa High School earned the state cham-
pionship title in a 49-28 win over Cassville
High School at the University of Missouri’s
Faurot Field on Saturday, December 7, 2019.
This victory was the culmination of their un-
wavering perseverance and excellence on and
off the field.

Building upon their undefeated record and
averaging 55 points per game, the Bulldogs

entered the championship game eager and fo-
cused. The Bulldogs took the lead, 6-0, in the
first twelve seconds after Senior Bryley Ray’s
93-yard kickoff return. Capitalizing on their
early advantage, Odessa covered 80-yards in
six plays on its third drive of the game. Not
giving into Odessa’s pressure, Cassville
brought the score at the end of the first quar-
ter to 14-7. In the second quarter, quarter-
back, Josey Meirerend and Ray led Odessa to
a 21-7 lead before Ethan Uhrlaub’s 1-yard
score made it 28-7. Leaving nothing to
chance, junior Brett Duncan’s 27-yard post
pattern completed a five-play, 52-yard drive,
sending the Bulldogs into halftime with a 35—
14 advantage. But the Bulldogs never became
complacent and continued to push them-
selves.

Going into the second half of the game,
Odessa remained singularly focused on their
goal of becoming state champs. Carter
Westerhold caught an 18-yard pass for a
score to complete their first drive of the half
while Luke Malizzi led the way on the second
to provide the final margin of victory. In a true
display of unity and willpower, the Odessa
Bulldogs defeated the Cassville Wildcats 49—
28.

This momentous accomplishment was
achieved not by individuals, but as a united
group of young men with guidance from a de-
voted group of coaches: Mark Thomas, head
coach; Barry Blank, assistant head coach; Jer-
emy Helton, defensive coordinator; Chuck
Clemens, special teams coordinator; Kiefer
Kratz, JV head coach; and Miles Hoshard, JV
offensive coordinator. The accolades of Odes-
sa’s football team and coaching staff are a
testament to what they have built through their
hard work and collaboration.

It is my honor to congratulate each member
of the team that have helped Odessa High
School to claim this prestigious title. | encour-
age each player to continue challenging them-
selves to always give their best on and off the
field.

Madam Speaker, please join with Missouri’s
Fifth Congressional District in celebrating the
Missouri Class 3 State Championship victory
of the Odessa Bulldogs, and | encourage all of
us to unite together under the same spirit of
perseverance, collaboration, and hard work
that led this remarkable team to their first state
championship win in over twenty-five years.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2019

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, yesterday |
missed a roll call vote, and | wish to state how
| would have voted had | been present: Roll
Call No. 671—Yes.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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CONFERENCE REPORT ON 8. 1790,
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 11, 2019

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of the fiscal year 2020 National De-
fense Authorization Act (NDAA). | would like to
start by thanking Chairman SmITH, Ranking
Member THORNBERRY, and the House Armed
Services Committee staff who have worked
tirelessly throughout this past year to get us to
this point. It's a good bill and | encourage my
colleagues to support the conference report.

As the Chairman of the Readiness Sub-
committee, | worked closely with members on
and off the committee to ensure the bill ad-
dressed three priority areas affecting our mili-
tary.

First, the bill includes a number of bipartisan
provisions aimed at addressing problems as-
sociated with the management and oversight
of military family housing. The bill does the fol-
lowing:

Requires the military services to establish a
tenants’ bill of rights for residents of privatized
military family housing;

Requires the Department to establish a
standardized assessment tool to be used in
evaluating military housing for certain risks, in-
cluding lead and mold;

Prohibits the use of non-disclosure agree-
ments as a condition of moving out of military
housing;

Authorizes additional funding to ensure in-
stallation housing offices are properly staffed;
and

Provides for a temporary direct hiring au-
thority for government housing personnel to in-
crease oversight of private contractors.

Second, the bill authorizes additional fund-
ing and includes bipartisan provisions to miti-
gate contaminated drinking water for house-
holds and agriculture resulting from fluorinated
compounds around military installations:

Bans DOD use of fire fighting agents con-
taining PFAS by 2024;

Requires DOD to ensure that when dis-
posing of AFFF and supplies used to reme-
diate PFAS contamination, it does so in a
manner that is safe and does not create fur-
ther pollution;

Bans the use of PFAS chemicals in the
packaging of the meals (MREs) our service
members eat when deployed in combat areas
and for training;

Closes a loophole in the DOD Environ-
mental clean-up accounts that was keeping
the National Guard from being able to access
these funds to address PFOS and PFOA con-
tamination;

Authorizes DOD to provide alternative water
to farmers effected by PFAS contaminated ag-
ricultural water;

Bans the use fire fighting agents containing
PFAS for training;

Bans the uncontrolled release of fire fighting
agents containing PFAS for any purpose other
than putting out fires;

Addresses DOD’s refusal to acknowledge
State-promulgated drinking water standards by
requiring their use when they are more strin-
gent than federal standards; and
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Requires the Director of the U.S. Geological
Survey to establish a performance standard
for detecting PFAS and then conduct nation-
wide sampling to determine the extent of
PFAS contamination and then report to Con-
gress the results.

Third, the bill contains a number of provi-
sions to increase military installation resiliency
efforts to ensure better planning to assess
vulnerabilities and facility codes to mitigate the
risk future natural and man-made disasters:

Requires DoD develop installation master
plans that  assess current  climate
vulnerabilities and plan for mitigating the risks
to installations from extreme weather events,
mean sea level fluctuation, wildfires, flooding,
and other changes in environmental conditions
using projections from recognized govern-
mental and scientific entities.

Limits DoD’s ability to spend planning and
design funds until it initiates the process of
amending the building standards for military
construction (Unified Facility Criteria) to en-
sure that building practices and standards pro-
mote energy, climate, and cyber resilience at
military installations.

Requires all proposals for military construc-
tion projects to consider potential long-term
changes in environmental conditions, and in-
creasingly frequent extreme weather events,
as well as, industry best-practices to withstand
extreme weather events.

Requires DoD to report on the feasibility of
transitioning installation planning from 100-
year floodplain data to a forward-looking pre-
dictive model that takes into account the im-
pacts of sea-level rise.

Establishes a pilot authority for the Depart-
ment of Defense to carry out military construc-
tion projects, with prior congressional notifica-
tion, that enhance military installation resil-
ience, mission assurance, support mission crit-
ical  functions, and  address known
vulnerabilities.

Authorizes an additional $133 million for
military construction projects under the Depart-
ment's Energy Resiliency and Conservation
Investment Program.

Directs the Secretary of Defense to conduct
a black start exercise at three major military
installations to ensure installation resiliency in
the case of a total power outage.

I’'m proud of the funding authorized by, and
legislative provisions included within the Read-
iness Subcommittee’s jurisdiction. The bill au-
thorizes $261.6 billion in operation & mainte-
nance funding to support training, mainte-
nance, and military operations; $11.8 billion for
MILCON, family housing, and BRAC; and $4.1
billion in emergency authorization for MILCON
for recovery of military installations damaged
by natural disasters. The conference report
also provides twelve weeks of paid parental
leave for all federal employees.

I’'m also pleased this NDAA includes a 3.1
percent pay raise for our troops and includes
key provisions of my bill, H.R. 2617, the Occu-
pational and Environmental Transparency
Health Act, which will require DoD to input any
Occupational Environmental Health hazards
exposure into servicemembers’ records while
deployed, so it is tracked throughout their ca-
reer and into veteran status.

Additionally, this years NDAA funds impor-
tant priorities at Travis and Beale Air Force
Bases in my district. The military construction
projects authorized in this bill will support the
new KC—46 mission at Travis Air Force Base
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and will improve resilience and power supply
at Beale Air Force Base, enabling it to con-
tinue to support intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance (ISR) and multi-domain oper-
ations.

While there are many positive outcomes, |
am disappointed that the prohibition of funding
for the deployment of new, low-yield nuclear
warheads for submarines did not survive the
conference process, and am also disappointed
in the omission of critical provisions that were
in the House-passed bill to reform border de-
ployment and ensure funding for our military is
spent wisely and as Congress intended, and
not on an unnecessary border wall, such as
the following:

Preventing the President from diverting De-
fense funding to pay for an unnecessary bor-
der wall;

Prohibiting funding for the construction of a
wall, barrier, or fence along the southern land
border;

Amending the emergency construction au-
thority (10 USC 2808) to limit the total cost of
military construction projects undertaken dur-
ing a national emergency to $500 million, with
a further limit of $100 million for construction
projects within the United States; and

Prohibiting reprogramming of funds into the
counter drug account, which has been used
by the Administration to do construction along
the southern land border.

Overall, | am proud of the Readiness Sub-
committee’s contribution to this year’s bill and
would like to thank the Readiness staff, Brian
Garrett, Jeanine Womble, Melanie Harris,
Brian Greer, John Muller, Dave Sienicki,
Megan Handle, and Sean Falvey, and my per-
sonal staff, Betsy Thompson and Dan Naske,
for their tireless work. Dan will be departing
the Hill after next week, and | would like to
personally thank him for his hard work and
sharing his expertise with us this past year.
He has been an invaluable member of my
staff and we will miss him dearly.

This bill helps advance our military’s near-
term readiness goals and drives the Depart-
ment to plan for and take action against long-
term threats, and with that, | urge my col-
leagues to support the FY20 NDAA.

———

HONORING MICHAEL DAVID
SPADARO’S 25 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE TO THE NEW YORK STATE
POLICE

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 12, 2019

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Michael David Spadaro’s
25 years of dedicated service to the New York
State Police.

Michael David Spadaro joined the State Po-
lice in 1994 and since then has served the
State of New York with honor and distinction.
Throughout our community, professionals in
law enforcement, like Trooper Spadaro, dedi-
cate their careers and risk their lives each day
to keep us safe. Whether it be patrolling the
highways connecting our towns, supporting
local law enforcement, preventing terrorism, or
responding to natural disasters, the New York
State Police get it done. That is in no small
part due to the dedication of Troopers like Mi-
chael David Spadaro. On behalf of New York’s
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