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at Cannon Mills, which at the time was the
world’s largest producer of sheets and towels.
She married her husband Henry R.C.
Wilkerson, a United States Army veteran who
fought in World War Il. They spent 59 years
together and raised three children, who later
blessed them with six grandchildren and five
great grandchildren.

In her free time, Gertie has led a full life.
She was a passionate bowler who played reg-
ularly until she was 98 years old. In addition
to being a fervent bowler, she has been a
faithful member of Central Baptist Church for
the last 63 years. Gertie has earned the es-
teemed reputation of being a funny, dedicated
and compassionate individual, who possesses
the true principles and morals to which we all
aspire. | know all of you will agree with me
when | say, she is a blessing to all who know
her and a treasured part of this community.

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
wishing Mrs. Gertie Wilkerson a very happy
100th birthday.

———
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Mr. BRADY. Madam Speaker, today | rise in
celebration of the 150th Anniversary of St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church and Parish in New Wa-
verly, Texas.

St. Joseph Catholic Church, now a cele-
brated place of worship, first began as a small
gathering for planter families who formed the
Waverly Emigration Society. In 1869, Father
Orzechowski officially formed the Parish of St.
Joseph. The parish met at various farms until
1877 when they opened the first church—a
small box building only 20 by 30 feet. The
land they built the church and school upon
was acquired for the modest price of one dol-
lar.

In 1892, as the parish expanded, a second
building was constructed to make room for the
growing congregation. This building, designed
by Tom Lawandorski, was much larger and
more ornate than the first. Mrs. Catherine
Ripowski donated trees from her property to
aid with construction.

The longest serving priest was the adored
Father Bily, whose tenure lasted 19 years.
Under his leadership, the church still in use
today was built. The gothic style building was
designed by architect L.S. Green and took
three years to finish. At its opening, it was
deemed the finest church in the South. In
1909, four years after the opening of the third
church building, St. Joseph’s school was built
on the property for 160 students.

Since its opening, the church has been re-
stored and repaired, but the welcoming com-
munity atmosphere and the parishioners’ en-
thusiasm for worship has remained constant
for the last 150 years.

As St. Joseph’s Catholic Church celebrates
a century and a half of worship, | thank them
for creating a welcoming space dedicated to
bringing people together to worship The Lord.
Congratulations on 150 years, and may the
next be just as prosperous.
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Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it is my
honor to recognize the 50th Anniversary of the
Great Lakes Maritime Academy. Through its
commitment to excellence and dedication to
its students, GLMA has become an indispen-
sable part of Michigan’s First District.

Founded in 1969, the Great Lakes Maritime
Academy is one of only six maritime acad-
emies in the United States. The first cadets of
the academy received an associate degree
and a license allowing for service on the Great
Lakes upon graduation. In the 1980s, GLMA
partnered with Ferris State University to allow
cadets to earn bachelor's degrees, opening
opportunities for graduates to serve in the
United States Navy and Coast Guard. In 2012,
thanks to the dedicated efforts of President
Nelson and other public leaders, Governor
Snyder signed legislation allowing community
colleges to award bachelor's degrees in dis-
ciplines including maritime technology. This
change allowed GLMA to partner with North-
western Michigan College and enabled cadets
to earn a bachelor’'s degree at a fraction of the
cost.

The work of the Great Lakes Maritime Acad-
emy is essential for providing the next genera-
tion of Merchant Marine officers with the edu-
cation, training, and credentials needed to
serve on the Great Lakes and the high seas.
Piloting everything from cruise ships and fer-
ries to tankers and cargo ships, graduates of
GLMA play an essential role in supporting our
economy, national security, and everyday
lives. The impact of their work on the people
of Michigan and the United States cannot be
overstated.

Madam Speaker, Michigan’s proud maritime
history is continued every day by the students,
graduates, faculty, and leaders of the Great
Lakes Maritime Academy, and it is my honor
to congratulate them for fifty years of excel-
lence. Michiganders can take great pride in
knowing the First District is home to such
dedicated citizens. On behalf of my constitu-
ents, | wish GLMA all the best as it ventures
into the future.

—————
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Mrs. WALORSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Mary Ryman on her re-
tirement after 46 years as Bristol Town Clerk,
making her the longest-serving town clerk in
the State of Indiana.

For the people of Bristol, Indiana, walking
into Town Hall means seeing a friendly face
every day. For nearly half a century, Mary has
been there to serve the community of Bristol,
and she is always the right person to ask
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when residents have a question or need as-
sistance. Her unparalleled commitment to her
community exemplifies what it truly means to
be a Hoosier and a public servant.

Guided by the values of integrity and re-
spect for all people, Mary has proven to be a
pillar of the town and a model citizen. Her un-
mistakable passion for making Bristol a better
place inspires all who know her, and it's no
surprise that she plans to continue serving her
community as a volunteer at Bristol's Commu-
nity Food Pantry.

Mary’s compassion and warmth go far be-
yond her duties at Town Hall. She constantly
strives to give back to those in need and to
strengthen her community. As a member of
the Bristol United Methodist Church, she has
taught Sunday School for many years and en-
joyed singing in the choir. She is also often
found helping stray animals by providing them
food and comfort. And she is a devoted wife
and loving mother, grandmother, and great-
grandmother.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of Indiana’s 2nd
District, | want to thank Mary for the many
years she has dedicated to serving the hard-
working Hoosiers of Bristol and building a
brighter future for northern Indiana. With her
retirement, she leaves behind a legacy full of
accomplishments, but her impact on the com-
munity is sure to last far into the future.

————
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Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor an outstanding leader Ray-
mond Buxton, Il, who is retiring after 40 years
of service to the State of South Carolina. Mr.
Buxton is a personal friend and his many con-
tributions have not gone unnoticed.

Mr. Buxton received his Bachelor of Science
degree from Savannah State University in Sa-
vannah, Georgia. He went on to serve his
country as a dental technician in the United
States Army with the 87th Medical Detach-
ment in Nuremberg, Germany and at Moncrief
Army Hospital in Fort Jackson, South Caro-
lina. He furthered his education by taking
graduate courses at the University of South
Carolina and graduating from the South Caro-
lina Executive Institute.

In 1979, when | was South Carolina Human
Affairs Commissioner, | hired Ray as a com-
munity relations consultant. While in this posi-
tion, he consulted with community leaders
around the state to build relationships among
a diverse group of citizens to promote unity.
He went on to work as an employment investi-
gator, senior analyst for employment discrimi-
nation, division director of the private sector/
employment, and executive assistant for inter-
nal affairs before being tapped to run the
agency in July 2012.

As the agency director, Mr. Buxton has
worked diligently to make positive changes
within the agency. He was responsible for fully
restoring the once underfunded budget for the
agency and increased staff from 20 to 46 em-
ployees. Also, Mr. Buxton instituted a new ini-
tiative, the “Quality of Life” dialogue, within
the Community Relations Department to pro-
mote better human relations among diverse
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populations in South Carolina. Professionally,
he serves as vice president of the South Caro-
lina Fair Housing Council, Inc. and as a South
Carolina Human Affairs Representative for the
International Association of Official Human
Rights Agencies.

Mr. Buxton is also committed to serving the
community. He is a member of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, Inc. He has served as the Frater-
nity’s Chapter President and has been hon-
ored as its Man of the Year. He also volun-
teers at the Meals on Wheels Senior Re-
source Center and is an active board member
on several committees including the Budget
and Finance Committee and Board of Trust-
ees at Saint John Baptist Church, the Colum-
bia Housing Authority Development Board,
and the Israel Brooks Foundation Board.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in offering congratulations and
well wishes to Raymond Buxton, Il, for his 40
years of service at the South Carolina Human
Affairs Commission. His extraordinary work
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has made a great impact in the lives of South
Carolinians. | wish him all the best as he tran-
sitions into retirement, but | know he will con-
tinue to be an active pafticipant in the com-
munity always striving to improve the quality of
life for everyone.

———

IN MEMORY OF DR. ROY
LAWRENCE WILSON

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
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Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to remember the life of Roy Lawrence
Wilson who passed away recently. He had a
distinguished military career, retiring from the
U.S. Army in 1997 at the rank of Colonel. Be-
tween 1967 through 1971, he served three
tours of duty in Vietham and was decorated
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with multiple awards and citations including a
Bronze Star Medal with an oak leaf cluster
and an Army Commendation Medal with an
oak leaf cluster. Subsequently, he was re-
called to active service for Operations Desert
Storm and Desert Shield.

Dr. Wilson had a private practice in Richard-
son, Texas as a dentist and oral surgeon and
was a member of the American Association of
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons and the
American Dental Association. After twenty
years in private practice, he devoted his time
during retirement to train students as a clinical
advisor at the Texas A&M College of Den-
tistry.

It is my honor to recognize Roy Wilson’s no-
table service in the military and medical field.
He was a beloved husband, father and grand-
father and will be sorely missed by his family
and friends to whom | extend my sincere con-
dolences.
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