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relatives and children live healthy and full
lives.

There is a pressing need to raise aware-
ness and engage in education within the Afri-
can American community where HIV infections
have been and continue to rise.

The incidents of HIV have decreased for the
majority population, while it has grown nearly
unchecked among African Americans.

This must change—decisions regarding
funding for agencies charged with infectious
disease education and minority health must be
supported.

———

TRIBUTE TO MADELINE
ROANHORSE

HON. TOM O’HALLERAN

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2019

Mr. O'HALLERAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay my respects to Madeline
Roanhorse, former director of the Navajo Na-
tion Abandoned Mine Lands Program.

Sadly, Madeline passed away earlier this
fall.

Madeline worked diligently for over thirty
years on uranium mine reclamation projects all
across the Navajo Nation.

She played an invaluable role in many crit-
ical uranium mine clean up efforts.

This fall, the House voted to pass the Grand
Canyon Centennial Protection Act, legislation
to permanently ban uranium mining in and
near the Grand Canyon.

This vote was a direct result of the culmina-
tion of years of work by Madeline and other
tribal leaders who refused to give up.

| wish Madeline had been here with us to
witness this historic vote and see her hard
work come to fruition.

I am honored to have worked with Madeline
on these efforts, but | am more honored to
have known her as a friend.

Pat and | are keeping Madeline’s loved
ones and the entire Navajo Nation community
in our prayers as they mourn her passing.

———

RECOGNIZING COMMAND MASTER
CHIEF PETTY OFFICER ALVIN J.
VEENSTRA FOR HIS RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE NAVY RE-
SERVES SEABEES

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2019

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it's my
honor to recognize Command Master Chief
Petty Officer Alvin J. Veenstra for his retire-
ment from the Navy Reserves Seabees.
Through his more than thirty years of excel-
lence and commitment to service, CMDCM
Veenstra has become an indispensable part of
Michigan’s First District.

The United States Naval Construction Bat-
talions, more commonly known as the Navy
Seabees, have a storied history in the United
States Armed Forces—stretching from Nor-
mandy and Okinawa to Irag and Afghanistan.
Alvin decided to follow in this tradition of serv-
ice early in his life, enlisting in the United
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States Navy, Sea, and Air Mariner program
during his sophomore year of college. He car-
ried out a variety of roles throughout his 32
years with the Seabees—including deployment
with the 7th Naval Construction Regiment in
support of Operation Iragi Freedom, where he
served as the Senior Watch Chief for the I
Marine Expeditionary Force. On September 6,
2019, Veenstra turned over his final command
position as the Reserve Affairs Command
Master Chief at Navy Facilities Engineering
Command in Washington, D.C. Outside of his
service in the military, Alvin is a graduate of
Ferris State University and serves as Project
Manager/Executive Assistant for W.B. Builders
in East Jordan. Alvin’s more than three dec-
ades of decorated service is commendable,
and the impact of his work on his fellow
servicemembers and the people of the United
States cannot be overstated.

Madam Speaker, it's my honor to congratu-
late Command Master Chief Petty Officer Alvin
Veenstra for his decades of service to the
people of the United States. Michiganders can
take great pride in knowing the First District is
home to such a selfless individual. On behalf
of my constituents, | wish Alvin all the best in
his future endeavors.

———

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL TILSON
THOMAS

HON. DONNA E. SHALALA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2019

Ms. SHALALA. Madam Speaker, | rise in
honor of Michael Tilson Thomas, the Co-
Founder and Artistic Director of the New
World Symphony, America’s Orchestral Acad-
emy in Miami Beach.

Michael Tilson Thomas is also Music Direc-
tor of the San Francisco Symphony and Con-
ductor Laureate of the London Symphony Or-
chestra. In addition to these posts, he main-
tains an active presence guest-conducting with
the major orchestras of Europe and the United
States. The New World Symphony has helped
launch the careers of more than 1,000 alumni
worldwide.

Born in Los Angeles, Mr. Tilson Thomas is
the third generation of his family to follow an
artistic career. His grandparents, Boris and
Bessie Thomashefsky, were founding mem-
bers of the Yiddish Theater in America. His fa-
ther, Ted Thomas, was a producer in the Mer-
cury Theater Company in New York before
moving to Los Angeles where he worked in
films and television. His mother, Roberta
Thomas, was the head of research for Colum-
bia Pictures.

Mr. Tilson Thomas is a Chevalier dans
'ordre des Arts et des Lettres of France, was
Musical America’s Musician of the Year and
Conductor of the Year, Gramophone Maga-
zine’s Artist of the Year, and has been profiled
on CBS’s 60 Minutes and ABC’s Nightline. He
has won 11 Grammy Awards for his record-
ings. In 2008 he received the Peabody Award
for his radio series for SFS Media, The MTT
Files. In 2010, President Obama awarded him
the National Medal of Arts, the highest award
given to artists in the United States.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE THIR-
TIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
VELVET REVOLUTION

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2019

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the thirtieth anniver-
sary of the Velvet Revolution, a significant an-
niversary for two of America’s closest allies—
the Czech and Slovak Republics.

Only eight days after the fall of the Berlin
Wall, the same spirit of freedom that over-
came Berlin made its way to Prague. On No-
vember 17, 1989, the country formerly known
as Czechoslovakia freed itself from four dec-
ades of a communist totalitarian regime, trans-
forming authoritarian rule of the nation into de-
mocracy. Initiated by student protesters in the
streets, the protest of the regime and the de-
mand for democracy quickly gained momen-
tum with over a half-million Czechs and Slo-
vaks filling Prague’s streets and taking over
Wenceslas Square.

Soldiers beat protesters, used water can-
nons on the crowd, and made numerous ar-
rests during this time. However, the dem-
onstrators remained peaceful. By the end of
1989, Czechoslovakia was on its way to hold-
ing its first presidential election since 1948.
The successful movement is now referred to
as the “Velvet Revolution” or the “Gentle Rev-
olution,” which signifies the idea that the revo-
lution was brought about without violence.

The years following the Velvet Revolution
brought the “Velvet Divorce,” the unofficial
name given to the separation of the Czecho-
slovakia into two nations: the Czech Republic
and the Slovak Republic. Through peaceful
mutual consent, Czechoslovakia separated on
January 1, 1993. To solidify their places on
the world stage and showcase their commit-
ment to democracy, the Czech and Slovak
Republics formally became members of the
European Union, the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO), and the United Nations.

It is also worth mentioning that the Czech
Republic has a local tie to Missouri’'s Fifth
Congressional District. When applying for ad-
mission into NATO, the Czech Republic had
the official documents signed at the Truman
Presidential Library in Independence, Missouri
in 1999. The induction ceremony that took
place included Poland and Hungary, and
marked the first eastward expansion by NATO
since the end of the Cold War.

Madam Speaker, please join me and all of
Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District in con-
gratulating the Czech Republic and Slovak
Republic for their achievements in independ-
ence and their efforts in promoting democracy.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
FLORENCE WEISS

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2019

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Florence Weiss for her
honorable service to the City of Concord, Cali-
fornia as she begins retirement.
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Florence Weiss has been a resident of Con-
cord since 1982. She was first hired by the
City of Concord as Downtown Coordinator on
June 24, 2002 and eventually became the
Downtown Program Manager. Throughout
Florence’s 17-year career with the City, she
has promoted and fostered an increased
sense of community in the downtown area, in-
cluding Todos Santos Plaza.

Florence focused much of her leadership on
expanding community events. She has over-
seen countless events including the popular
Music and Market series, which has grown in
attendance from an average of 500 attendees
to an average of 4,500 attendees. In an effort
to keep the music series running in downtown
Concord, Florence established the Save our
Series program to help fund the event and she
has consistently exceeded fundraising goals.
She has also overseen the creation of new
events such as viewing parties for the Golden
State Warriors championship games and
Concordstock, an event held in 2008 that cele-
brated 20 years of concerts in Todos Santos
Plaza.

In conjunction with Florence’s commitment
to increasing attendance at downtown and
community events, she has advocated for a
healthier and cleaner Concord, most notably
by helping to successfully implement a smok-
ing ban in the Downtown District. Even in
times of tight budgets, Florence has used her
creative problem solving and fostered commu-
nity engagement and enthusiasm.

Florence Weiss has a been a champion for
the City of Concord and its residents. We wish
her great luck and joy in retirement.

————

HONORING MELVINDALE-DEAR-
BORN FIREFIGHTER MICHAEL
PERRY

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2019

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
tribute to Firefighter Michael Perry for his
twenty-three years of service to the
Melvindale-Dearborn Consolidated Fire De-
partment, on the occasion of his retirement.

For more than two decades, Firefighter Mi-
chael Perry has persevered in his dedication
to public safety and the well-being of his
neighbors. In 1996, Perry joined the City of
Melvindale’s Fire Department as a fire fighter.
Shortly after, he was promoted to Firefighter Il,
and was ultimately promoted to Firefighter IlI.
With an unimpeachable record of service, Mi-
chael Perry has been acknowledged for his
flawless attendance record, exceptional driving
record, and has earned countless honors by
his peers, including a Certificate of Special
Recognition. His commitment and outstanding
service have been recognized by Department
Commendation, Meritorious Company Com-
mendation, Fire Chief Company Citation, and
Unit Commendation awards.

Please join me in recognizing Firefighter Mi-

chael Perry for his years of public service as
we wish him well on his retirement.
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RECOGNIZING MICHAEL CARRIGAN
FOR YEARS OF DEDICATION AND
SERVICE TO THE PEOPLE OF IL-
LINOIS

HON. RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2019

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to honor Michael Carrigan for a
lifetime of vigorous and effective advocacy
protecting the rights of workers in my home
state of lllinois and working men and women
across the United States.

Michael Carrigan’s life is a quintessentially
American story of talent, determination and
deeply felt ambition to build a better world. He
began his career as a journeyman wireman
and a member of the International Brother-
hood of Electrical Workers. Displaying an early
talent for organizing, Michael quickly rose
through the ranks to become business man-
ager and financial secretary for IBEW Local
146, and then assumed greater positions of
responsibility in the lllinois AFL-CIO as Sec-
retary-Treasurer and President. Michael also
held a variety of positions of national leader-
ship in organized labor, somehow found time
to serve nearly four terms on the Decatur City
Council, and briefly as the Mayor of Decatur.

During his tenure as president of the lllinois
AFL-CIO, Michael played a key role orga-
nizing support to increase the lllinois minimum
wage to $15 an hour, and to enact a $45 bil-
lion dollar capital improvements bill that will
fund the repair of aging infrastructure in our
state. He continues to work tirelessly to build
support for a progressive state income tax that
asks our wealthiest citizens to shoulder their
fair share of the cost of government, while
providing revenue streams sufficient to bal-
ance our budget and fund education, impor-
tant social services, and our state’s pension
obligations to its workers.

In 2018, Michael was the first lllinois resi-
dent to receive the World Peace Prize “Roving
Ambassador for Peace” award. In accepting
this honor, Michael observed that all peaceful
societies are built upon foundations of eco-
nomic justice: “The Labor Movement and its
allies build peace through economic and social
justice causes . . . Our fight for justice knows
no borders, and the enemies of peace are the
enemies of [social and economic] justice.”

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the 900,000
members of the lllinois AFL-CIO and the mil-
lions of hard-working men and women in our
country who owe so much to Michael
Carrigan, | offer my gratitude for his years of
dedicated and selfless service to our country.
Although Michael may be retiring from the llli-
nois AFL—CIO, | know he will not retire from
his commitment to public service, and | wish
him great success in all his future endeavors.

—

RECOGNIZING THE CAREITY FOUN-

DATION OF NORTH CENTRAL
TEXAS

HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2019

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Careity Foundation of
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North Central Texas. They have been pro-
viding direct patient services through the
“Careity Celebrity Cutting” for 25 years in
Tarrant, Parker, Palo Pinto, Hood, and John-
son Counties in Texas.

Careity provides early detection services to
people who may otherwise go without and
clinical services for those who have been di-
agnosed with cancer. Last year, Careity pro-
vided over 7600 patient services and has a
strong record of responding quickly to patient’s
needs and caring about the people in the
community who have been diagnosed with
cancer.

Careity prides itself in a high-profile low-cost
event, the “Careity Celebrity Cutting”. The
uniqueness of the event stands out above
other charity events in that the entire venue is
donated by the National Cutting Horse Asso-
ciation. All celebrities are volunteers, and
Careity has no development or fundraising
staff.

Given the competition for supporters that
the non-profit industry has faced in the last
several years, we can all appreciate this enor-
mous accomplishment which speaks to the
strong leadership that has steered the Foun-
dation over the course of its impressive his-
tory. Careity exists to provide direct care that
saves lives, gives hope, eases pain, and al-
lows cancer patients and families to focus on
healing.

| congratulate Careity on this significant
milestone.

———

HONORING THE INNOVATIVE WORK
OF MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENTS
IN ILLINOIS’S 10TH DISTRICT

HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 3, 2019

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the creative accomplish-
ments of our local municipalities who have
gone above and beyond to serve our commu-
nities. Innovation is alive and well in the cities,
towns and villages of lllinois’s Tenth Congres-
sional District.

Some of these local achievements were re-
cently recognized by the Lake County Munic-
ipal League highlighting the commitment, vi-
sion and ingenuity of our civic leaders.

The Village of Mundelein, lllinois won top
honors for the “Mayor's Cup STEM Chal-
lenge”, established by Mayor Steve Lentz.
The program encourages Mundelein students’
interest in fields such as mathematics and en-
gineering, while promoting access to higher
education. More than 1,000 students have
participated, and 31 businesses have donated
more than $80,000 to the program. Since the
Mayor's Cup STEM Challenge was estab-
lished in 2014, the program has grown signifi-
cantly and serves as a model for how munic-
ipal governments can partner with local
schools, students, and businesses for the
greater good.

The Village of Bannockburn was also hon-
ored for the creation of the Last Mile shuttle
pilot program, which sought to solve the Vil-
lage’s transportation problem. The program’s
goal was to connect Bannockburn Lakes Of-
fice Complex with four Metra stations nearby
and allow commuters a subsidized Lyft ride to
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