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of Congress and learn about the American 
legislative process. Over the years, I have 
been honored to host many outstanding Aus-
tralian students, and Jack has been no excep-
tion. 

As an intern, Jack has helped my office with 
many of the day-to-day administrative func-
tions, including taking calls from constituents, 
welcoming visitors, and drafting letters in re-
sponse to inquiries. He also had the oppor-
tunity to work on floor remarks, as well as 
helping my staff with legislative research and 
outreach on several bills that I have intro-
duced in the 116th Congress. Jack ap-
proached his internship with great enthusiasm 
and clearly has showed his passion for public 
service. 

On February 5th, Jack had the opportunity 
to attend the 2019 State of the Union Address 
by President Trump. I know this is just one of 
several experiences that he will take away 
from his time in Washington and the United 
States. 

Madam Speaker, it has been my honor to 
host Jack for his Congressional internship. I 
have no doubt he will go on to do great things 
in the future. I wish him much success. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MRS. MILLIE RUTH 
MCCLELLAND CHARLES 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 7, 2019 

Mr. RICHMOND. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of Mrs. Millie Ruth 
McClelland Charles, a legendary social worker 
and native of New Orleans, Louisiana. Mrs. 
McClelland passed away at the age of 96. 

Mrs. Charles was born July 25, 1923 in New 
Orleans, Louisiana to Rev. Williams 
McClelland, a Baptist preacher, and Frankie 
Little, a school teacher. 

Mrs. Charles entered Dillard University 
when she was only 15 years old and grad-
uated with a degree in secondary education. 
However, after a few years of teaching in 
north Louisiana and loving the children in her 
classes, she realized she could find more ful-
fillment in social work because she would be 
able to help children and their families find 
ways to solve problems. Therefore, she 
earned a master’s degree in the subject at the 
University of Southern California in the mid- 
1950s. 

Mrs. Charles was married briefly, to Charles 
Carrol Charles, in 1950, while she was work-
ing in the City Welfare Department, Children 
and Family Services Division. He died while 
she was pregnant with her only child, who 
goes by the name H.M.K. Amen. 

In or about 1965, Dr. Emmett W. Bashful, 
asked an energetic, passionate 42 year old 
Mrs. Charles to start a social work program at 
Southern University in New Orleans (SUNO). 
In its beginnings, it was a department of So-
cial Work. Under the leadership of Mrs. 
Charles, the department transformed into a 
fully-accredited school of social work offering 
baccalaureate and masters level degrees. 

Mrs. Charles’s work has been recognized 
nationally. The National Association of Social 
Workers named her Social Worker of the 
Year. SUNO has a Millie McClelland Charles 

Endowed Chair of Social Work, and the Lou-
isiana Legislature passed a special resolution 
to name SUNO’s School of Social Work build-
ing after her. The building opened in 2016. 

Mrs. Charles served as Co-Chair of the 
Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) 
Annual Meeting; a Member of the CSWE 
Committee on Undergraduate Curriculum 
Standards; and a Site Visitor for the CSWE 
Accreditation Commission. In addition, since 
1972, she has consulted with numerous Un-
dergraduate and Graduate Social Work Pro-
grams around the U.S., advising them on cur-
ricula. 

Mrs. Charles has received numerous 
awards: National Social Worker of the Year 
(NASW), 1975; Humanitarian of the Year, 
Federal Women Employees Association, 1975; 
Founders Award, New Orleans Chapter, Na-
tional Association of Black Social Workers, 
1979; Doctor of Humane Letters, Dillard Uni-
versity, 1993; and she also was one of four 
women honored by the New Orleans YWCA 
for lifetime of service to the community. Mrs. 
Charles was hailed as a lifelong crusader for 
equality during a ceremony in which she was 
presented The Times-Picayune Loving Cup on 
Tuesday, June 24, 2013. 

Mrs. Charles loved the city and the people 
of New Orleans. Her legacy will forever be a 
part of the city and her dedication to commu-
nity embodies the spirit of New Orleans. We 
cannot match the sacrifices made by Mrs. 
Charles, but surely, we can try to match her 
sense of service. We cannot match her cour-
age, but we can strive to match her devotion. 

Madam Speaker, I celebrate the life and 
legacy of Mrs. Millie Ruth McClelland Charles. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 2019 CABARRUS 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEW 
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR AWARD 
WINNER 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 7, 2019 

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and congratulate 73 & Main Res-
taurant on receiving the 2019 Cabarrus Cham-
ber of Commerce New Business of the Year 
Award. 

Located in Mt. Pleasant, North Carolina, 73 
& Main Restaurant has established itself as a 
restaurant that caters to not just folks from 
around the area, but people from across the 
country. This restaurant features a bourbon 
bar, chef’s table, patio, event space, and 
more. 73 & Main has quickly become a source 
of pride for the community, myself included. 

Led by Dr. Allen Dobson and General Man-
ager Anthony Misuraca, 73 & Main over the 
past year has not just become Mt. Pleasant’s 
largest employer, but has also helped revi-
talize downtown Mt. Pleasant and eastern 
Cabarrus County. With over 50 percent of 
their guests coming from outside Cabarrus 
County, it is clear that 73 & Main is worthy of 
their already stellar reputation. 

Dr. Dobson, Mr. Misuraca and 73 & Main 
Restaurant are deserving of this award and I 
wish them success as they continue to provide 
excellent service to our community. I person-
ally look forward to my next visit while I’m 
traveling across the district. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
congratulating Allen Dobson, Anthony 
Misuraca and 73 & Main Restaurant on receiv-
ing the 2019 Cabarrus Chamber of Commerce 
New Business of the Year Award. 
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HONORING SENIOR MASTER 
SERGEANT DAVID HOUTZ 

HON. DANIEL MEUSER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 7, 2019 

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great respect that I rise today to recognize 
Senior Master Sergeant David Houtz. After 24 
years of dedicated and honorable service in 
the Pennsylvania Air National Guard, SMSgt 
Houtz will be retiring at the end of this month. 

I have a profound admiration for those indi-
viduals who answer the call to serve and dedi-
cate themselves to our country and commu-
nity. SMSgt Houtz is actively engaged in 
strengthening his community and serves as an 
important role model for both fellow airmen 
and our younger generations. 

Throughout his distinguished career, SMSgt 
Houtz has received various awards and acco-
lades, including the Meritorious Service Medal, 
Air Force Commendation Medal, and the Army 
Achievement Medal. He has also served as a 
Boy Scout leader, a coach for various youth 
sports, and a member of the Myerstown Water 
Authority. 

I ask that my colleagues join me in thanking 
SMSgt Houtz for his dedicated service to the 
United States and his many contributions to 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. We wish 
him the best as he enters this next chapter in 
life. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE YAKIMA 
RIVER BASIN WATER ENHANCE-
MENT PROJECT PHASE III ACT 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 7, 2019 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce my legislation, the Yakima 
River Basin Water Enhancement Project 
Phase III Act. As my constituents know all too 
well, communities across the western United 
States are often faced with the detrimental im-
pacts of droughts and water shortages. This 
bipartisan legislation offers solutions to give 
water users more certainty, while also recog-
nizing the concerns of conservationists and 
the various stakeholders in the Yakima River 
Basin. 

The Yakima River Basin is one of the lead-
ing agricultural regions in Washington State 
and throughout the country. The orchardists, 
wine grape and hop growers, and other mem-
bers of the agricultural community inject ap-
proximately $3.2 billion into Washington’s 
economy and support countless jobs in the 
area. However, the demand for water in the 
region currently exceeds the resources avail-
able, especially during times of drought, which 
have hit the state especially hard in the past 
few years. 

With researchers predicting that drought 
seasons will only become more common and 
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get worse as snowpack in the mountains con-
tinues to decline, action needs to be taken so 
that stakeholders in the Yakima River Basin 
can continue operating without having to worry 
about whether or not they will be able to water 
their crops or support key commercial and mu-
nicipal activities. As the nation has witnessed 
extreme water problems in California, we must 
be proactive and have a viable plan in place 
should intense drought persist in Washington 
State. 

The Yakima River Basin Integrated Plan 
was developed by a diverse group of stake-
holders from the region, including farmers and 
ranchers; irrigation districts; county and city 
governments; tribes; conservation organiza-
tions; and state and federal agencies. The 
Plan will protect, mitigate and enhance fish 
and wildlife habitat; provide increased oper-
ational flexibility to manage instream flows to 
meet ecological objectives; and improve the 
reliability of the water supply in the Yakima 
River Basin for irrigation, municipal supply, 
and domestic uses. 

After years of tough negotiations, the Yak-
ima River Basin Plan is a model of collabora-
tion that offers a solution to give water users 
more certainty, while also recognizing the con-
cerns of conservationists and the various 
stakeholders in the Yakima Basin. The author-
ization of this next crucial phase of the Plan is 
vital for my District. This legislation will provide 
the tools and necessary next steps to ad-
dressing our water challenges in Central 
Washington. 

I thank my new colleague, Representative 
SCHRIER, for joining me in introducing this leg-
islation, as well as Senator CANTWELL for her 
partnership and continued determination to get 
this effort across the finish line. As this iden-
tical legislation currently moves through the 
Senate in the lands package legislation, I wel-
come all members to join me in supporting the 
legislation here in the People’s House. 
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AMERICAN FOOD FOR AMERICAN 
SCHOOLS ACT OF 2019 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 7, 2019 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, today I 
reintroduce the ‘‘American Food for American 
Schools Act.’’ I want to thank my colleague 
and northern California neighbor Congress-
man DOUG LAMALFA (R–CA) for his support as 
the original cosponsor. 

The ‘‘American Food for American Schools 
Act’’ would strengthen ‘‘Buy American’’ re-
quirements under the National School Lunch 
Program, administered by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA). This will ensure 
that school districts use federal taxpayer dol-
lars to purchase domestically sourced food 
products for in-school meals. Our bipartisan 
bill would also increase transparency so that 
parents are notified when their schoolchildren 
are served foreign-produced foods. 

Even in northern California and Central Val-
ley farming communities, some school districts 
use taxpayer dollars to buy imported foods, 
unnecessarily, without informing parents. In 
numerous cases, these same imported foods 
have been recalled due to safety concerns 
and outbreaks of foodborne diseases, when 

those same foods could have been sourced 
locally in the first place. 

Under our bill, school districts would be re-
quired to obtain a waiver from the USDA to 
use any federal taxpayer dollars to purchase 
foreign-sourced food products. Any such 
USDA waivers would only be granted if the 
domestically produced food was cost prohibi-
tive or simply unavailable. 

Our bill would also require that school dis-
tricts notify parents of all foreign-sourced 
foods served to students, by posting any such 
waivers obtained from the USDA on the 
school’s website. This would increase public 
transparency and provide American farmers 
an opportunity to seek out school districts that 
need affordable, domestically grown foods. 
Our nation’s schoolchildren should be served 
nutritious, American-grown foods produced 
under the strictest food safety standards in the 
world. That is exactly what our bill would do. 

Last year, Congress included ‘‘Buy Amer-
ican’’ language for the National School Lunch 
Program in the Agriculture Improvement Act of 
2018 (Public Law 115–334). This is a good 
first step in addressing this critical issue for 
American farmers and school parents. Now 
Congress needs to finish the job by passing 
our ‘‘American Food for American Schools 
Act’’ into law. 

Madam Speaker, I hope all members of the 
House will join me and Congressman LaMalfa 
in cosponsoring the ‘‘American Food for Amer-
ican Schools Act of 2019.’’ I also hope that 
our bipartisan bill will be included in any future 
Child Nutrition Reauthorization taken up by the 
House and Senate. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 2019 CABARRUS 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SMALL 
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR AWARD 
WINNER 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 7, 2019 

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and congratulate DecisionPathHR for 
receiving the 2019 Cabarrus Chamber of 
Commerce Small Business of the Year Award. 

With North Carolina locations in Charlotte 
and Concord, DecisionPathHR is one of the 
finest staffing companies in the country. Their 
ability to compete with national and inter-
national companies has allowed them to cre-
ate an impressive reputation in the industry, 
and through their hard work and dedication 
they exemplify the true meaning of a success-
ful small business. 

Led by President and CEO Tom Gibson, 
DecisionPathHR has quickly risen from their 
founding in 2012 to leading the industry today. 
Achieving a number of industry staffing 
awards over the years, DecisionPathHR has 
developed through innovation in internal hiring 
and improvements in their digital marketing 
and collaboration process. It is clear that the 
best days for DecisionPathHR are still ahead. 
They also shared the same office site as my 
District Office in Concord, so my team has 
personally witnessed their hard work in action 
over the years. 

DecisionPathHR and its entire team is in-
credibly deserving of this award and I wish 
them success as they continue to help folks in 

our area find good jobs to provide for their 
families and our community. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
congratulating DecisionPathHR on receiving 
the 2019 Cabarrus Chamber of Commerce 
Small Business of the Year Award. 
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SALUTING THE HEROIC ACTS OF 
THE MEMBERS OF THE PALM 
BAY POLICE DEPARTMENT, 
PALM BAY, FLORIDA 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 7, 2019 

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, on February 
27, 2019, the City of Palm Bay will recognize 
the courage and bravery of the City’s law en-
forcement officers and civilians during their 
Annual Award ’s Ceremony to be held at the 
Dragonfly Farms located at 750 Osmosis Dr. 
in Palm Bay, FL. Over two-hundred Law En-
forcement Officials and Civilian Employees 
make up The City of Palm Bay’s Police De-
partment. 

The 166 Sworn Officers, and all the men 
and women that make up the Palm Bay Police 
Department lay down their lives on a daily 
basis as peacekeepers, maintaining law and 
order for the protection and enhancement of 
our community. Their motto of Connect, 
Serve, and Impact speaks of officers con-
necting with the community as they serve with 
pride to provide a positive impact to its citi-
zens. Their selfless actions are right and 
noble. Their actions help keep our community 
safe. 

The Palm Bay Police Department obtained 
its State of Florida Law Enforcement Accredi-
tation status on October 31, 2007, from the 
Commission for Florida Law Enforcement Ac-
creditation, Inc. and has successfully reached 
reaccreditations over the last twelve years. 

I am honored to show my support for the 
law enforcement personnel of the Palm Bay 
Police Department and their heroic acts. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing their 
sacrifices and the sacrifices of their families. 

Among those to be recognized are the Offi-
cer of the Year Recipient, Agent Sean Pindar, 
the Civilian of the Year Recipient, Crime Ana-
lyst Dawn Strickland, and the Telecommuni-
cator of the Year, Shift Supervisor Magan 
Salender. 

The Distinguished Service Cross Award Re-
cipients: Corporal Neal Valenti and Officer 
Christina Martin. 

Officers and Civilian Recipients of the Life 
Saving Award: Officer Matthew Boggess, Offi-
cer Thomas Danti, Officer Joseph Moreno, Of-
ficer John Neal, Officer William Pennington, 
and Officer Brandon Williams. 

Officers and Civilian Recipients of the Meri-
torious Service Award: Sergeant Steve Shytle, 
Agent Sean Pindar (second award), Officer 
Aaron Arndt, Officer Christopher Jones, Officer 
Edwin Lutz, Officer Frank Tobar, and Officer 
Thomas Trotter. 

Officers and Civilian Recipients of the Com-
munity Service Award: Lieutenant Steve 
Bland, Lieutenant Lance Fisher, Sergeant Jef-
frey Spears, Sergeant Tina Hensel, K9 Officer 
Byron Patrick, YSU Officer Roy Lavanture, Of-
ficer Ryan Austin, and School Crossing Guard 
George Henderson (second award). 
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