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HONORING THE PUEBLO OF 
LAGUNA FEAST DAYS 

HON. DEBRA A. HAALAND 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 21, 2019 

Ms. HAALAND. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the Pueblo of Laguna 
for hosting annual Village Feast Days. I speak 
in honor of the Pueblo of Laguna, our tribal 
members and traditions. With Laguna Village’s 
Saint Joseph Feast Day, celebrated on the 
19th day of March and September. With Seam 
Village’s Feast Day celebrated on July 26th. 
With Mesita Village’s Feast Day celebrated on 
August 15th. With Encinal Village’s Feast Day 
celebrated on September 8th. With Paguate 
Village’s Feast Day celebrated on September 
25th. With Paraje Village’s Feast Day cele-
brated on October 17th. Laguna Pueblo has 
six distinct villages, and they each celebrate 
respective feast days; expect for the Sep-
tember Saint Joseph’s Feast day where all vil-
lages celebrate together. 

Pueblo Feast Days commemorate the 
Catholic Saints that were given to each New 
Mexico pueblo when the Franciscan Priests 
descended upon the Pueblos beginning in the 
late 1500s. The Pueblo of Laguna feast is 
among the largest of Pueblo feast days in the 
Southwestern United States where thousands 
of people travel across New Mexico and the 
United States to attend. The Pueblo is located 
approximately forty miles west of Albuquerque. 

The ancestors of the Pueblo of Laguna 
have occupied the region since at least 1300 
A.D. When the Pueblo Indians migrated to the 
Rio Grande Valley from places such as Chaco 
Canyon, Mesa Verde and Bears Eats. Laguna 
is Spanish for ‘‘lago’’ or ‘‘lake’’ which is in ref-
erence to a small lake that was once located 
within the Pueblo. The Keres language is the 
Indigenous language that members of Laguna 
speak. 

The Pueblo of Laguna feast days are times 
for members of the Pueblo of Laguna to cele-
brate our culture, heritage, art and traditions 
by members gathering on the pueblo village 
plaza for traditions by members gathering on 
the pueblo village plaza for traditional dances 
and opening our homes to visitors to share in 
traditional food. Feast days are open to the 
public, where visitors are given the opportunity 
to understand the Laguna peoples’ traditions 
by observing ceremonial dances, cultural ac-
tivities and purchasing arts and crafts. 

The importance of understanding all native 
cultures cannot be understated. Diverse cul-
tural understanding is in furtherance of a bet-
ter-informed people and nation. Knowledge of 
Native American culture tears down racial and 
cultural barriers and promotes an inclusive so-
ciety. An inclusive society is necessary to na-
tional progress and the prosperity of the peo-
ple of the United States. Inclusion allows peo-
ple to come together in support of each other, 

promoting the well being of all people regard-
less of cultural and racial background. 

Madam Speaker, today I request to honor 
the Pueblo of Laguna for hosting their annual 
Feast Days which are essential to the future of 
our community and the overall strength and 
resilience of all Native American people. I 
thank and honor the Pueblo of Laguna for 
their hard work and dedication to protecting 
their culture and traditions, which will stand for 
generations to come. 

f 

MARTY SEROTER 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 21, 2019 

Mr. NORCROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and commend Gibbsboro, New 
Jersey resident Marty Seroter, Camden Coun-
ty Town Hall Veteran Honoree. 

After graduating from High School, in the 
late 1960s, Mr. Marty Seroter proudly enlisted 
and served in the United States Army. During 
his time of service, Mr. Seroter was stationed 
in Germany where he earned the rank of Spe-
cialist E–4 and as a musician, gladly served in 
the United States Army Band. 

Following his return stateside, Mr. Seroter 
continued to serve his community through his 
career with Camden County as a Clerk Driver 
and Messenger for more than two decades. 
Through his distinguished career and lifetime 
of public service, and as an American Legion 
Post Bugler, Mr. Seroter actively participates 
in countless events performing Taps for formal 
County ceremonies, such as the Pearl Harbor 
Day services held annually on the Battleship 
New Jersey in the City of Camden and the 
County Memorial Day ceremony held to honor 
veterans and those interred at Potter’s Field. 

As a dedicated public servant, today and for 
the past 30 years, Mr. Seroter continues his 
service as an active member of the American 
Legion Post 371 Honor Guard. Serving his 
community and fellow veterans at the Amer-
ican Legion Post, Mr. Seroter presently over-
sees the Legion Hall rentals and manages the 
canteen and continues to participate in the 
Presentation of the Colors and Taps at formal 
ceremonies as the Post Bugler. 

In recognition of his valiant and distin-
guished service to our nation, Mr. Seroter was 
awarded and has humbly received the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal for his honor-
able active service as a member of the Armed 
Forces. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me in 
honoring Mr. Marty Seroter of Gibbsboro, New 
Jersey who is a constant reminder of the sac-
rifices that our men and women of the Armed 
Forces make to protect and defend the liberty 
and freedom of all Americans. 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF ANNA 
MARIE TEODOSIO 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 21, 2019 

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Anna Marie Teodosio who 
peacefully entered into eternal life on October 
16, 2019 while surrounded by her loving fam-
ily. 

Anna was born to Mary and Giuseppe Tiano 
on February 5, 1928 in Derby, Connecticut. 
She grew up in Derby along with two sisters 
and eight brothers and attended Derby High 
School. 

Anna eventually met the love of her life, 
Alexander ‘‘Al’’ Teodosio, at a local dance 
celebrating the end of World War II. After a 
long courtship, Al and Anna were married on 
August 19, 1950 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Derby, Connecticut. Shortly after their mar-
riage, they moved to Brooklyn, New York and 
eventually Akron, Ohio, where they began 
their family. Their love grew and flourished 
throughout an adventurous sixty-five year mar-
riage. 

Anna was a true inspiration and a beautiful 
human spirit to all that knew and loved her. 
Her passions were embracing her faith, 
spending time with family and friends, reading, 
playing Scrabble and card games, cooking, 
and rooting for Notre Dame football. She es-
pecially treasured preparing large traditional 
Italian Sunday afternoon dinners for her ever- 
growing family. 

Anna, with her beloved husband Al, raised 
five loving children: MaryAnne Cort (Bill), 
Thomas Teodosio (Linda), Carol Anne Peter 
(Dave), Robert Teodosio (Tina), and Alex 
Teodosio (Stephanie). 

She is survived by nine grandchildren, 
Christine Klaben, Kathleen Klaben (Dave 
Nulanz), Ellen Karns, Joseph Cort (Melissa), 
David Cort, Christopher Teodosio (Katherine), 
Alexandra Teodosio, Nicholas Teodosio and 
Joseph Teodosio. She is also survived by six 
great grandchildren, Emily Cort, Clara Cort, 
Charles Nulanz, Alice Karns, Charlotte 
Teodosio and Ava Teodosio; and by her be-
loved brother, William Tiano along with many 
close friends who knew her to be compas-
sionate and caring through her faith and in her 
service to others. Anna was preceded in death 
by her parents; nine siblings; son, Alan; and 
granddaughter, Andrea Teodosio. 

I am very proud to be a friend of Anna’s 
son, Judge Thomas Teodosio, and her daugh-
ter-in-law, Judge Linda Tucci Teodosio. Anna 
touched many lives, and I extend my deepest 
sympathies to all who knew and loved her. 
She will be greatly missed. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE COM-

BATING IMPLICIT BIAS IN EDU-
CATION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 21, 2019 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, I in-
troduce the Combating Implicit Bias in Edu-
cation Act. My bill would create a $30 million 
grant program for schools to train teachers, 
principals and other personnel on implicit bias 
with respect to actual or perceived race, reli-
gion, sex (including sexual orientation and 
gender identity), disability, ethnicity and socio-
economic status. 

This year, a report by the U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights found that students of color 
with disabilities received far more severe and 
frequent punishment than their white counter-
parts. In December, the U.S. Secretary of 
Education Betsy DeVos eliminated the Obama 
Administration’s guidance seeking to curb ex-
clusionary discipline, undermining key steps 
toward dismantling discriminatory discipline 
practices in classrooms. 

In 2017, the Georgetown Law Center on 
Poverty and Inequality released a report find-
ing that people disproportionately think of 
Black girls as more adult-like and less inno-
cent compared to their white peers. This bias 
has been linked to harsher treatment of Black 
girls in schools. Students experiencing implicit 
bias and even outright discrimination face far 
greater expulsion and suspension rates, fuel-
ing the school-to-prison pipeline and widening 
the student achievement gap. 

This bill aims to reduce the effect of implicit 
bias on school discipline, academic achieve-
ment and academic attainment through re-
search-based training for education personnel, 
and provides teachers with necessary tools to 
provide equal educational and constructive be-
havioral feedback. 

Under my bill, the Institute of Education 
Sciences under the Department of Education 
would be tasked with evaluating and reporting 
on the effectiveness of the training. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

f 

HONORING ROSEMARY PARGA 
DURAN 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 21, 2019 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. RoseMary Parga Duran as she re-
tires from her position as Superintendent of 
Merced City School District. Throughout her 
43 years in education, Dr. Parga Duran has 
made a positive impact on countless Merced 
schools and students. 

Dr. Parga Duran earned her associate de-
gree from Merced College and completed her 
bachelor’s degree from California State Uni-
versity, Fresno (Fresno State). After grad-
uating from Fresno State in 1977, she re-
turned to Merced County to begin her teaching 
career at Planada Elementary School. Later in 
her career, she received a master’s degree 
from California State University, Stanislaus 

and a doctorate from the University of South-
ern California. 

In 1985, she started her career with Merced 
City School District as a teacher and would 
later become an assistant principal, principal, 
and in 2002 was named the district’s Asso-
ciate Superintendent of Educational Services. 
Six years later, Dr. Parga Duran became 
Merced City School District’s first female su-
perintendent. 

As the leader of Merced County’s largest 
school district, Dr. Parga Duran has worked 
tirelessly to address the challenges facing the 
18 schools in the district. She began her job 
as superintendent during the great recession 
and led the district through this period without 
any employee layoffs, while keeping the dis-
trict’s budget fiscally solvent. Dr. Parga Duran 
was an advocate for the successful passage 
of Measure M, a bond which provided funds 
for school campuses to modernize and receive 
necessary safety upgrades. 

Under Dr. Parga Duran’s leadership, 
Merced City School District received two Gold-
en Bell Awards from the California School 
Boards Association for their STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, arts, math) and pre-
school programs. She also oversaw the open-
ing of Rivera Middle School and their STEAM 
Center. It is evident that Dr. Parga Duran’s 
contributions to Merced City School District 
will continue to have an impact on our edu-
cators and future generations of leaders long 
after her retirement. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the career and accomplish-
ments of Dr. RoseMary Parga Duran. It is both 
fitting and appropriate that we honor her and 
the positive impact she has made in the lives 
of students and staff as she celebrates her re-
tirement. I wish Dr. Parga Duran, her family, 
and Merced City School District the best as 
she retires at the end of this year. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. MICHAEL 
CALIGIURI FOR HIS 
GROUNDBREAKING CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO THE FIELD OF MEDI-
CINE 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, October 21, 2019 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the exemplary ca-
reer of Dr. Michael Caligiuri who has been 
elected to the National Academy of Medicine’s 
Class of 2018, one of the single highest hon-
ors in the field of medicine and healthcare. 

Dr. Caligiuri spent his formative years in 
Kenmore, New York, where he attended St. 
Joseph’s Collegiate Institute. He then enrolled 
at the University at Buffalo to earn his under-
graduate degree, and subsequently attended 
Stanford College for Medical School where he 
obtained his M.D. 

Dr. Caligiuri utilized his education to the 
best of his ability to become a leader in his 
profession. He served as the CEO of The 
James Cancer Hospital and Solove Research 
Institute, and he also directed The Ohio State 
University Comprehensive Cancer Center for 
fourteen years. In addition, he is the Imme-
diate Past President of the American Associa-
tion for Cancer Research, of which he was re-
cently named a fellow. 

Dr. Caligiuri has served as chairperson, or 
in other advisory capacities, for countless re-
search organizations in addition to conducting 
several of his own research protocols. His 
groundbreaking research focused on the de-
velopment and activation of human natural kill-
er cells and their modulation to help treat dis-
eases like leukemia and brain cancer. Since 
these discoveries, over one thousand patients 
with cancer have been treated with clinical 
protocols that were conceived in Dr. Caligiuri’s 
laboratory. 

In 2018, Dr. Caligiuri was named the Presi-
dent of the City of Hope in Los Angeles, a 
leading cancer research and treatment center. 
He conducted rigorous research and com-
bined that with an inclusive leadership style to 
connect other healthcare institutions together 
in order to ensure the highest quality patient 
experience and care. 

Dr. Caligiuri’s breakthrough discoveries in 
NK leukemia and cutaneous T cell lymphoma 
has helped get him elected to the National 
Academy of Medicine, which according to The 
New York Times is, ‘‘the United States’ most 
esteemed and authoritative adviser on issues 
of health and medicine, and its reports can 
transform medical thinking around the world’’. 

The incredible distinction of election to the 
National Academy of Medicine has only been 
awarded to just over two thousand medical ex-
perts since 1970. Members are elected based 
on their professional achievement and commit-
ment to service, and they do their selfless and 
consequential work without any compensation. 
No more than eighty members are elected an-
nually. This speaks to Dr. Caligiuri’s passion 
for healthcare, commitment to community 
service, and his overall talent as a medical 
professional. Complimenting the extraordinary 
accomplishments achieved during his career, 
Dr. Caligiuri is also a loving husband and a 
devoted father of three children. 

Today we recognize Dr. Michael Caligiuri for 
becoming an innovative and influential leader 
both in the United States and around the 
world in not only engaging in exemplary re-
search and treatment practices, but also advo-
cating for the many people whose lives have 
been affected by the devastating reality of 
cancer. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 21, 2019 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to attend votes due to circumstances be-
yond my control. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call No. 561; ‘‘nay’’ 
on Roll Call No. 562; ‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call No. 
563; and ‘‘nay’’ on Roll Call No. 564. 

f 

HONORING ARMY PFC. NATHAN P. 
BROWN 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 21, 2019 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Army Pfc. Nathan P. 
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