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As Congress considers ways to address the
deadly gun violence that is plaguing too many
of our communities, one of the central themes
and solutions to consider are ways to increase
resources and training available to community
members themselves to help prevent or de-es-
calate conflict that can help break the deadly
cycle that violence has in our communities.

There is no question that stronger gun laws
are an important part of efforts to prevent gun
violence. | again urge Senator MCCONNELL to
take up the bills the House has already
passed that would help strengthen background
checks, a move which is broadly supported by
the American public, and to close the Charles-
ton loophole that allows gun sales to go
through if not completed within three days.

But just as critical is the need to develop
and strengthen community wide resources and
tools that can help prevent violence, including
gun violence, in the first place. One such way
is to increase support so that a broader range
of individuals in communities can learn conflict
prevention and de-escalation and violence
interruption strategies that can help prevent
situations from turning violent while helping to
connect individuals to community supports.

Now more than ever we need to explore all
the ways to end this epidemic of violence. A
study published in the October 2019 issue of
Health Affairs shows that the rate at which
Americans died from firearm injuries increased
sharply starting in 2015. And while high profile
mass shootings make up a small portion of
these incidences, the vast majority are from
the daily violence that too many of our com-
munities continue to endure.

According to that study, the United States
saw a 14 percent rise in the rate of gun-re-
lated deaths of all kinds from 2015 to 2017
compared with the rate from 1999 to 2014.

Like other cities around the country, the city
of Milwaukee has experienced multiple forms
of violence that have caused significant injury
and trauma for individuals, families, and neigh-
borhoods. From 2010 to 2016, there has been
a 76 percent increase in firearm-related homi-
cide victims, a 38 percent increase in nonfatal
shooting victims, and a 43 percent increase in
combined victims.

During this time of crisis with violence hap-
pening around the country, we need to focus
on how all elements of our society, govern-
ment and the communities themselves, can
work to help end violence.

We need to invest in policies and programs
that could literally save lives. Communities
standing together can make a difference.

| applaud the organizations that have come
together to sponsor this week and help make
our communities safer including Black Women
for Positive Change, the National Black
Nurses Association, Moms Demand Action
and others.

In addition, governors in Wisconsin, Colo-
rado, Michigan, and Virginia have all issued
proclamations recognizing this week.

——————

HONORING ROCKLAND COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, October 16, 2019

Mrs. LOWEY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor Rockland Community College as the in-
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stitution begins a year-long celebration of its
60th anniversary this month.

Six decades ago, a group of community
leaders boldly transformed an old almshouse
and 27 acres of farm land into an institution of
higher education. Since then, Rockland Com-
munity College has provided quality, afford-
able education to students of all ages and
been an important resource to the residents of
the Lower Hudson Valley.

The institution’s motto—“to learn, to search,
to serve”—has guided students in their aca-
demic journeys ensuring they are supported
every step of the way. With more than 500 full
and part-time faculty members, support and
one-on-one help is readily available to all stu-
dents.

Madam Speaker, | urge my fellow Members
of Congress to join me in expressing con-
gratulations and thanks to both former and
current Rockland Community College adminis-
trators, Board members, faculty, staff and stu-
dents for making and keeping the college such
a vibrant part of our community for 60 years.

—

RECOGNIZING  HISTORIC DOWN-
TOWN DELAWARE, OHIO FOR
THEIR DESIGNATION OF “GREAT

NEIGHBORHOOD” BY THE AMER-
ICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION

HON. TROY BALDERSON

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 16, 2019

Mr. BALDERSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate Delaware, Ohio as they are
recognized by the American Planning Associa-
tion as one of America’s “Great Neighbor-
hoods.”

The American Planning Association intro-
duced the first of its annual “Great Places” list
in 2007 as a way to acknowledge the inge-
nuity and precision of city planners, city mem-
bers, and local organizations around the coun-
try. The American Planning Association strives
to expose the importance of city planners and
their impact on communities.

Chosen from a pool of 200 nominees,
Downtown Delaware became one of four
neighborhoods around the country to receive
this prestigious title. Throughout the nomina-
tion process, Downtown Delaware stood out
for its outstanding revitalization and attention
to the city’s history. This impressive balance
between historical preservation and innovative
expansion can be credited to the city planners,
business owners, workers, and community
members of Historic Downtown Delaware that
dedicated their time to improving their city.

The historic downtown area remains as one
of Delaware’s defining elements. Rooted in
200 years of history, Downtown Delaware’s
charm and antiquity have withstood the test of
time. This achievement showcases both the
beauty of this historic community as well as
the thorough planning that went into the cre-
ation of Downtown Delaware. Downtown Dela-
ware’s revival has been decades in the mak-
ing and Delaware’s nomination as one of
America’s Great Neighborhoods is the honor
this city and its dedicated citizens deserve.

Downtown Delaware’s established history,
set alongside up-and-coming innovations and
improvements, creates for a one-of-a-kind city
found in the heart of Ohio. The efforts of
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Downtown Delaware’s city planners and the
community as a whole set high standards for
cities all over America. As the city of Delaware
celebrates its new title with the community on
Thursday, October 17th, | cannot express how
honored | am to serve the committed people
of Delaware as their efforts resulted in this na-
tional recognition.

HONORING MR. LUIS LAURO
LONGORIA

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 16, 2019

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor Mr. Luis Lauro Longoria,
a marine, a father, and a leader.

Mr. Longoria was born in La Grulla, Texas,
on June 5, 1950, before he moved to Long-
view, Texas. In Longview, Luis attended Hart
High School and graduated alongside a high
school class of 32 students. After high school,
Luis make the selfless and honorable decision
to enlist in the military—at only 18 years old.

Mr. Luis Lauro Longoria chose to enlist in
the United States Marine Corps in 1968,
where he became a M60 Machine Gunner and
a Recon Marine. Mr. Longoria honorably
served in the Vietnam War and was stationed
at Marine Quang Tri Province DMZ, Vietnam.
While enlisted in the United States Marine
Corps, Mr. Longoria served this country for
four years of his early life, experiencing many
aspects of military life.

Mr. Luis Lauro Longoria was decorated with
two Purple Hearts and a Bronze Star Medal
for the injuries he sustained and courage he
showed during his time in Vietnam. Everything
we hold dear as a community, state, and
country is owed to the brave sacrifice of serv-
ice members like Mr. Longoria. | know that his
legacy will inspire future generations to honor-
ably serve our fellow man.

Mr. Longoria later returned to the United
States where he met and married his wife,
Olivia Longoria. Luis and Olivia have now
been married for over 40 years and are the
proud parents to their two sons, Luis Longoria
Il and Oly Longoria.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Luis Lauro Longoria
fought to defend the values of the United
States during the Vietnam War. He sacrificed
his body, not once, but twice to accomplish
the missions he was tasked with. He serves
as both a light in our community and a leader.
It is an honor to represent a dedicated and
selfless individual who has greatly impacted
the future of the United States and our be-
loved community. | wish Mr. Longoria the best
in his future endeavors. | yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

——————

RECOGNIZING STATESVILLE BRICK
COMPANY FOR 128 YEARS OF
BUSINESS

HON. TED BUDD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, October 16, 2019
Mr. BUDD. Madam Speaker, | rise today to

recognize Statesville Brick Company for 128
years of business.
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Due to the Southeast's unique rivers that
produce red clay deposits, North Carolina has
long been at the center of the brick making
economy. This includes companies like
Statesville Brick Company which opened its
doors in 1891. As times changed though and
the post-World War Il building boom began to
slow, brick makers began closing shop, and
small, local operations transitioned into large,
interstate corporations. Statesville Brick Com-
pany, however, bucked that trend, and re-
mains at heart the same family-run operation
it was over a century ago.

For Statesville Brick Company Chief Execu-
tive Officer Michael Foster and President
James E. “Sonny” Rankin, Jr. along with Ex-
ecutive Vice President Scott A. Rankin and
Quality Control Manager Adam Foster, the
brick business is a generational affair. Sonny’s
grandfather E.R. “Roy” Rankin joined the
company in 1916 and oversaw the construc-
tion of an early iteration of the firm’s plant
while Michael's father, H.B. “Bob” Foster
joined as a partner in 1969. Today, Statesville
Brick Company currently employs over 90
people and their work can be found at some
of our nation’s most prestigious academic in-
stitutions such as Princeton University, Ohio
State University, and Davidson College.

Statesville Brick Company’s 128 years of
business are a source of pride for our region,
demonstrating how an operation dedicated to
high craftmanship with deep local roots can
succeed and thrive in a changing landscape.

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
celebrating Statesville Brick Company for 128
years of business.

———————

PASSING OF MS. ELIZABETH J.
WESLEY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 16, 2019

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | rise today to honor Ms.
Elizabeth “Libby” Wesley, an extraordinary ac-
tivist and dear friend from Palm Beach Coun-
ty, Florida.

Ms. Wesley was born in Defuniak Springs,
Florida to William and Allie Mae Jackson. In
1958, she moved to Delray Beach, Florida
where she began her 37-year career in the
field of education as a classroom teacher, in-
structional television educator, and project
manager of early childcare welfare and serv-
ices with the Palm Beach County School Dis-
trict. Her steadfast commitment to quality edu-
cation on the local, state, and national level
and her expertise in the field of early child-
hood education and development was highly
sought after by leading parent advocacy
groups, businesses, and national and local
legislators.

Ms. Wesley, affectionately known as Libby,
gifted her talents, time, and voice to the com-
munity as a prolific speaker, soloist, commu-
nity activist, organizer, and innovator.
Throughout her 61 years as a member of St.
Paul AME, she served as the church sec-
retary, on the trustee board and finance com-
mittee, and lifted the spirits of the congrega-
tion with her signature rendition of Amazing
Grace. Libby became a member of Zeta Phi
Beta Sorority, Inc. in 1954 at Florida A&M Uni-
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versity. She continued the works of her be-
loved sisterhood first as a member of Delta
Epsilon Zeta Chapter in West Palm Beach,
and later a founding member of the Tri-City
Chapter Omicron Delta Zeta.

Perhaps Ms. Wesley’s most impactful com-
munity legacy was her role as a co-founder of
the Roots Cultural Festival in Delray Beach.
Her leadership of this festival grew a weekend
celebrating Black American excellence and Af-
rican culture into a year-round youth program
that included music, culture, education, and
athletic components.

Ms. Wesley was also the recipient of numer-
ous prestigious awards for her contributions in
the areas of volunteerism and leadership, in-
cluding the Old School Square Life Achieve-
ment award, the Delray Beach Rotary Service
Above Self award, the Sojourner Truth Living
History award, the Jefferson Award, the JM
Family Enterprises The Prestigious African-
American Achievers Award, the Publisher’s
Award from the Sun Sentinel, as well as the
building and dedication of The Elizabeth
“Libby” Jackson Wesley Plaza in Delray
Beach.

Madam Speaker, my friend Libby dedicated
her life to serving our community. She was ad-
mired, respected, and beloved by all. | want to
extend my heartfelt condolences to her family
and friends, during this time of great sadness.
She will be dearly missed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ILHAN OMAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, October 16, 2019
Ms. OMAR. Madam Speaker, had | been

present, | would have voted “yea” on Roll Call
No. 556.

———————

HONORING THE WORLD WAR II,
KOREAN WAR, AND VIETNAM
WAR VETERANS OF ILLINOIS

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 16, 2019

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the World War I, Korean War, and Viet-
nam War veterans who traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C. on October 16, 2019 with Honor
Flight Chicago, a program that provides World
War I, Korean War, and Vietham War vet-
erans the opportunity to visit their memorials
on The National Mall in Washington, D.C.
These memorials were built to honor their
courage and service to their country.

The American Veteran is one of our great-
est treasures. The Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors,
Marines, and Coast Guardsmen who traveled
here on October 16th answered our nation’s
call to service during several of its greatest
times of need. Across the world, these brave
Americans risked life and limb, gave service
and sacrificed much, all while embodying what
it is to be a hero. We owe them more grati-
tude than can ever be expressed.

| welcome these brave veterans to Wash-
ington and to their memorials. | am proud to
include in the RECORD the names of these
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men and women for all to see, hear, and rec-
ognize, and | call on my colleagues to rise and
join me in expressing gratitude.

Steve K. Admonis, James V. Ambrosia, Jo-
seph V. Ambrozich, Thomas J. Andersen,
Robert L. Andrews, Joe Ayres, James R.
Baillie, Gene M. Bednarz, Robert S. Bernas,
Clarence Beuke, Rodney A. Bjerke, Robert L.
Card, John Carlin, Dominick Castaldo, William
Cathey.

Melvin S. Copeland, Frank J. Cudia, Rich-
ard H. Davis, Bert A. Davis, Louis Delgado,
Charles B. Desmond Sr., David L. Dobbs, Jr.,
Leonard Dobrzynski, James W. Donahue, Tad
Dymanus, John Edward Essex, Edward J.
Fatla, Karl Ferstl, Lloyd D. Flanagin, William F.
Flynn.

John R. Garland, Paul Goldman, Larry B.
Grose, Daniel R. Heiden, John R. Hill, Ken-
neth W. Janowski, Earl Kent, Taylor J. Kent,
Robert L. King, Walter Klempier, Carl M.
Klindworth, Dennis J. Kranc, Aloysius Ksiazek,
Gary Kulhan, Lawrence J. Kummerer.

Joseph La Salvia, Jr., Richard J. Lain,
Clifford Lauderdale, Allen Thomas Laya, Julius
Levine, Frank H. Liltz, James E. Matkovich,
Eugene A. May, Richard C. May, Glenn
McAtee, Larry E. McCann, Edward McCarthy,
John J. McDonnell, Anthony R. Mehok, Robert
W. Migdal.

Daniel A. Moffett, Gene Ray, Sr.
Montalbano, Richard G. Moutvic, Gerald J.
Mraz, Richard A. Nelson, Walter W. Nitsche,
Frank Noonan, Donald D. Northup, Thomas J.
O’Neill, Roy Oscarson, Robert Joseph Pac,
John J. Piworski, William A. Porter, Donald R.
Pratt, Mane Eli Pritza.

Daniel J. Quigley, Michael K. Rachowicz,
Joseph A. Rende, Carmine Rende, Jr, Richard
Rix, Arthur Rogers, Gilberto Romero, Jr., Don-
ald P. Rung, Wiliam F. Scheidt, Ronald R.
Schmidt, William R. Schomburg, Steven D.
Schuler, James L. Shohet, Michael L. Sloan,
Lawrence M. Soja.

Robert Sperlik, Phillip T. Thornton, Franklin
Truesdale, Darrell W. Van Gameron, August
Verschelden, Anthony Vinezeano, John R.
Walker, Allan L. Walraven, Gary D. Wilke,
Warzell Williamson, Kenneth W. Witowski,
Richard A. Yndestad, William E. Zimmer, Mar-
shall Zweig.

———

HONORING THE LEGACY OF LT.
JOSEPH PETROSINO

HON. THOMAS R. SUOZZI

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 16, 2019

Mr. SUOZZI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the life and legacy of Giuseppe
“Joe” Petrosino, NYPD Badge No. 285. 110
years ago, Lt. Petrosino was assassinated in
Sicily while investigating organized crime and
became the first NYPD officer killed overseas
in the line of duty.

Born in Padula (Sa.), Italy on August 30th,
1860, Lt. Del. Petrosino rose to fame in New
York for cracking down on organized crime
throughout the city. “The Detective in the
Derby”, as he was known in Little Italy, was
the architect of the Bomb Squad, the Canine
Squad, and the Undercover Squad and his
techniques are still used by law enforcement
today.

Petrosino and his family immigrated to the
United States from Padula (in the province of
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