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CONGRATULATING THE RECIPI-

ENTS OF AFL–CIO LABOR 
AWARDS IN NORTHWEST INDI-
ANA 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 11, 2019 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is my 
distinct honor to congratulate several of North-
west Indiana’s finest citizens. The Northern In-
diana Area Labor Federation, American Fed-
eration of Labor–Congress of Industrial Orga-
nizations (AFL–CIO), recognized several indi-
viduals and organizations for their dedication 
and service during the Northern Indiana Area 
Labor Federation Community Labor Awards 
Reception, which was held at Wicker Memorial 
Park in Highland, Indiana, on Thursday, Octo-
ber 10, 2019. These individuals, in addition to 
all Northern Indiana Area Labor Federation 
members who have served Northwest Indiana 
so diligently for such a long period of time, are 
the epitome of the ideal American worker: 
loyal, dedicated, and hardworking. 

At this year’s event, Indiana State Rep-
resentatives Carolyn Jackson, Ragen Hatcher, 
Ross Deal, Pat Boy, Chris Chyung, Lisa Beck, 
and Chris Campbell were the recipients of the 
Service to Labor Award for their outstanding 
support to the labor movement. 

The Union Labor Award was presented to 
Vern Beck, President, USW Local 12775, for 
his selfless devotion to the labor movement 
through the union’s promotion in all areas: so-
cial, civic, educational, and political. 

Carpenters Local 1005 and President Steve 
Toth were recognized with the Community 
Services Award for enhancing the quality of 
life for residents and visitors of Northwest Indi-
ana through their exemplary work on behalf of 
the community. 

Earl Cox, retired UAW member and Indiana 
United Way Labor Liaison of Greater Lafayette 
and Tippecanoe County, was honored with the 
Lifetime Achievement Award for his many 
years of labor activism and his commitment to 
his community. For the exceptional service he 
has provided to the people of Northwest Indi-
ana, he is worthy of our admiration and re-
spect. 

Sharon Patterson, NALC Local 1624, 1st 
Vice President NIALF, and Mark Slonaker, 
Battalion Chief, Hobart Firefighters Association 
Local 1641, were presented the George 
Meany Award for their significant contributions 
to the youth of their communities through their 
involvement with the Boy Scouts of America. 

The President’s Award was presented to 
Mike Millsap, Director USW District 7, for his 
dedication to the labor movement and his 
noteworthy service to the organization. He is 
truly worthy of the honor bestowed upon him. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my dis-
tinguished colleagues join me in congratulating 
these dedicated, honorable, and exemplary 
leaders, while commending all of the hard-
working union men and women locally and 
throughout America. They have shown com-
mitment and courage toward their pursuits, 
and I am proud to represent each of them in 
Washington, D.C. 

CONGRATULATING MR. STANLEY 
BALZEKAS FOR HIS LEADERSHIP 
AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 11, 2019 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. Stanley Balzekas who has been 
awarded the title and badge of an Honorable 
Nobleman by the Lithuanian Royal Society of 
Nobility. 

Mr. Balzekas has dedicated his life to pre-
serving and spreading Lithuanian history and 
culture. In 1966, Mr. Balzekas founded the 
Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian Culture in 
Chicago. Through his dedicated leadership, 
the museum has grown to become the largest 
repository of Lithuanian cultural artifacts out-
side of Lithuania. Mr. Balzekas’s tireless work 
has enhanced America’s understanding of 
Lithuanian history and enriched the culture of 
the Chicagoland community. 

Mr. Balzekas is also an American patriot, 
having proudly served in the United States 
Army during World War II. He bravely fought 
in the Battle of the Hurtgen Forest, one of the 
longest and fiercest battles in Europe. For he-
roically risking his life to rescue twelve wound-
ed soldiers, Mr. Balzekas was awarded the 
Bronze Star as well as the Purple Heart. 

To recognize Mr. Balzekas’s noble lineage 
and his contributions to Lithuanian culture, the 
Lithuanian Royal Society of Nobility conferred 
to him a title of nobility in his absence. The 
title was conferred in Vilnius, Lithuania, on 
July 7, 2019, the anniversary of the crowning 
of King Mindaugas. The Lithuanian Royal So-
ciety of Nobility strives to safeguard the tradi-
tions of the Lithuanian nation and revive the 
spirit of the ancient Lithuanians. The nobility 
award will be personally presented to Mr. 
Balzekas at an event in his honor in Chicago 
on October 11. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Mr. Stanley Balzekas on 
this tremendous honor. He deserves praise for 
the energy and time he has dedicated to pre-
serving Lithuanian culture, as well as serving 
his community and country. I thank him for his 
service and wish him and his family the best. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MARGARET 
‘‘MARDEE’’ XIFARAS 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 11, 2019 

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker. I rise today 
in recognition of the life of Margaret ‘‘MarDee’’ 
Xifaras, a passionate political activist, suc-
cessful lawyer, and a beloved member of the 
community on the South Coast of Massachu-
setts. 

Born in Winnetka, Illinois, MarDee first came 
to Massachusetts to earn her master’s degree 
at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy 
at Tufts University in Medford. Shortly after 
graduating, MarDee moved to New Bedford to 
help run Congressman Gerry E. Studds’ first 
campaign for Congress. Though that first cam-
paign was not successful, MarDec had never-
theless found her new home. It was there that 

she would meet her future husband or forty- 
eight years, John Xifaras. 

Continuing her education, MarDee earned a 
second master’s degree at the former South-
eastern Massachusetts University in Dart-
mouth and a law degree at Boston University. 
Soon after, she worked as an assistant district 
attorney, a special assistant to Governor Mi-
chael Dukakis, and later became a partner at 
the New Bedford law firm of Lang, Xifaras and 
Bullard. 

With the desire to do more, MarDee worked 
tirelessly for the presidential campaigns of Ted 
Kennedy, Michael Dukakis, Bill Clinton, Al 
Gore, John Kerry, Barack Obama and Hillary 
Clinton, in many instances uprooting herself 
and moving to where she was needed most. 
A nearly fifty year member of the Massachu-
setts Democratic State Committee, her years 
of service to the party were deservedly recog-
nized when MarDee was elected to the Demo-
cratic National Committee by her peers. 

Possibly MarDee’s greatest accomplish-
ment, however, was the role she played in 
creation of the University of Massachusetts 
Law School. Recognizing the need for a public 
law school in Massachusetts, MarDee fought 
against private interests to ensure the school’s 
opening. Later she would sit on the board of 
trustees, working tirelessly to guarantee that 
its commitment to the community was fulfilled. 

MarDee left us too soon on October 8th, 
2019, at the age of seventy-four after a long 
battle with breast cancer. She was an inspira-
tion to all that met her and a mentor to many. 
MarDee would talk to Presidents or someone 
in need with the same respect and dignity. 
She will long be remembered far and wide for 
her dedication to her community and her de-
sire to make the world a better place. In addi-
tion to her husband John, MarDee is survived 
by her children Dena, Juliet, Michael, her two 
brothers John and Jim, and six grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor the 
life of Margaret ‘‘MarDee’’ Xifaras. I ask that 
my colleagues join me in recognizing her 
many years of dedication to her community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE MICHI-
GAN MUSLIM COMMUNITY COUN-
CIL 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 11, 2019 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Michigan Muslim Com-
munity Council. Its meaningful work across the 
state is worthy of commendation. 

The Muslim community is an important com-
ponent of Michigan’s identity. Since the com-
munity’s humble beginnings in the state over 
100 years ago, the Muslim community in 
Michigan has grown significantly and today 
represents one of the most diverse groups in 
the nation. Seeing a need for greater unifica-
tion among the smaller communities divided 
by Muslim sects, ethnicities, and races, the 
Michigan Muslim Community Council (MMCC) 
was established in 2012 through the merger of 
two other Muslim organizations, the Council of 
Islamic Organization of Michigan and the Is-
lamic Shura Council of Michigan. Since its in-
ception as a new, consolidated organization, 
MMCC has worked tirelessly to promote unity 
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and cooperation by mobilizing the entire Mus-
lim community statewide. Together as one 
voice, the council strives to purse social jus-
tice, improve human relationships, and uphold 
human rights for all. 

The Michigan Muslim Community Council’s 
33rd Annual Unity Banquet exemplifies the 
council’s continued commitment to unifying, 
coordinating, and empowering Muslim commu-
nities across the state. Like the name sug-
gests, the MMCC Unity Banquet brings count-
less community members together to honor 
our state’s diverse Muslim communities every 
year. In addition, the banquet serves as a 
great opportunity to celebrate the impactful 
work of notable community figures who strive 
for unity throughout our state’s vibrant and di-
verse Muslim communities every day. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the Michigan Muslim Commu-
nity Council and celebrate their 33rd Annual 
Unity Banquet. We are grateful for the coun-
cil’s dedicated efforts to unite Muslim commu-
nities and promote social justice across our 
state. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE KIWANIS CLUB 
OF ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS FOR 
ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 11, 2019 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Kiwanis Club of Rock Island, 
Illinois for its 100th Anniversary. The club’s 
rich history has been the cumulative effort of 
its members coming from fields such as ac-
counting, civil service, education, manage-
ment, retail stores, retirees and many more. 

Founded in 1919, the Kiwanis Club of Rock 
Island began with 50 charter members and 
has grown to its current membership to nearly 
100. Throughout the years, the Kiwanis held 
numerous fundraisers, including pancake 
breakfasts, spaghetti suppers, peanut days, 
rose days, bags tournaments, and more. They 
are committed to serving the community 
through their support of service leadership 
programs throughout the schools in Rock Is-
land. The Kiwanis have also cleaned up high-
ways, aided with numerous community events 
and have raised money to benefit children and 
children’s support groups across our commu-
nity. In addition, they provide scholarships to 
outstanding graduation seniors of Alleman and 
Rock Island High School. Their impact is out-
standing. I want to thank and commend the 
Kiwanis Club for its extraordinary service to 
the Rock Island community. 

It is because of the community leaders at 
the Kiwanis Club in Rock Island, Illinois that I 
am especially proud to serve Illinois’ 17th 
Congressional District. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to again formally congratulate the 
Kiwanis Club of Rock Island for its 100th Anni-
versary. 

IN HONOR OF ARCHBISHOP MARY 
FLOYD PALMER 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 11, 2019 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor Arch-
bishop Mary Floyd Palmer, the first female Af-
rican-American Archbishop in America and 
presiding prelate of the Philadelphia Council of 
Clergy. She has—and continues to be—a vital 
part of the Philadelphia community, where she 
carries out her life mission of helping and min-
istering those in need. 

As a native of my district, Archbishop Floyd 
Palmer is the eldest daughter of Rev. Dr. Mel-
vin Floyd and has been serving her commu-
nity since childhood. She began her career in 
full time ministry as a Motivational Speaker 
and soon became Confidante and Counselor 
to Pastors, their wives, and Episcopal leaders 
from all around the world. 

She continued to be a positive influence in 
Philadelphia by ministering in federal, state, 
and county prisons, half-way houses, nursing 
homes, and youth centers. Her commitment 
led to her appointment as the Pennsylvania 
Re-entry Council, which focused on reducing 
recidivism rates. Archbishop Palmer soon be-
came the founder and Pastor of the Samaritan 
Temple. 

Her dedication has been recognized by the 
Philadelphia Chapter of the National Congress 
of Black Women and she was named their 
‘‘Women of the Year in Ministry.’’ She also re-
ceived the Lucien E. Blackwell Guiding Light 
Community Award. Moreover, Archbishop 
Floyd Palmer hosts an award-winning, weekly 
radio show called the ‘‘The Bishop Mary 
Show’’ to connect with national, and even 
international, listeners. In March 2019, she 
made history by becoming the first female Afri-
can American Archbishop in America. 

Philadelphia is extremely lucky to have 
someone like Archbishop Floyd Palmer to en-
rich our community. There is no doubt she has 
positively impacted many lives, and I am cer-
tain more lives will be impacted by her serv-
ice. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MEMBERS OF THE 
CLERGY IN SOUTH FLORIDA ON 
NATIONAL PASTOR DAY 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 11, 2019 

Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the work of the ministers, pastors, 
and priests in my district for Clergy Apprecia-
tion Day. Also known as National Pastor Day, 
this annual celebration falls on the second 
Sunday of each October. On this day, con-
gregations around the country recognize the 
clergy and take up special offerings to bless 
them. 

Members of the clergy provide their con-
gregations spiritual guidance with words of 
wisdom, healing, and inspiration. But they also 
serve their larger communities, especially 
those of us who find ourselves most in need. 
It is an honor to recognize their leadership in 

promoting our shared values of love, service, 
and community. 

I ask that all my colleagues join me today in 
thanking the members of the clergy in your 
districts for the selfless work they do. I look 
forward to continuing to work together with the 
clergy in my district to improve the lives of ev-
eryone in our community. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF RAYMOND 
F. ENSHER 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 11, 2019 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate Mr. Raymond ‘‘Ray’’ Ensher, who 
passed away on Friday, September 27, 2019 
at the age of 85. Ray will be remembered for 
his dedicated service to the community of 
Fresno, California. 

Ray was born on September 26, 1934 in 
Fresno. He graduated from California State 
University, Fresno in 1956, earning his degree 
in Theatre Arts. After college, he began work-
ing as a high school drama teacher at the 
North Folk School District that was recently 
named the Chawanakee Joint School District 
for 28 years. Ray had a passion for the the-
atre and enjoyed being a part of the local arts 
community and film festivals. 

Ray was a gifted educator and won two 
awards for his dedication to teaching. He was 
awarded the Ron Ely Award for Communica-
tions and the Mickey Matheson Award for Ad-
vocacy from the California Retired Teachers 
Association. He established the Raymond 
Ensher Creative Achievement Theatre Arts 
Award, an endowed scholarship awarded to 
one theater arts student a year at his alma 
mater. 

Ray was known in the community for his 
tireless efforts for social justice and his active 
memberships in numerous civic groups. He 
was chair of the Kennedy Club of the San 
Joaquin Valley, and recipient of the Fresno 
County Democratic Party’s Democrat of the 
Year award in 2012. He was a member of the 
Fresno County Democratic Women’s Club, 
serving as diversity chair and past president. 
He would passionately write to the Fresno Bee 
and the Community Alliance newspapers on 
his typewriter. His generosity with his time and 
resources was known through the Central Val-
ley. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the life and achievements of 
my friend, Ray Ensher. He was a respected 
member in the community and had a passion 
for the people of the Central Valley. 

f 

COMMEMORATING SULIN HUANG 
FOR HER EXCEPTIONAL WORK 
INSPIRING STUDENT ARTISTS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 11, 2019 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the inspirational educational 
work of Sulin Huang of Sugar Land, Texas. 

Known by her students as ‘‘Ms. Sue,’’ Sulin 
was born in Taiwan and demonstrated artistic 
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