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community was also an important aspect to
Eric’s character where he served the City of
Carlsbad as a Parks & Recreation Commis-
sioner, Planning Commissioner and twice
being elected to the City Council.

For over 100 years, the SDCFB has suc-
cessfully championed our local agriculture in-
dustry and Eric came to the Bureau in 1996
immediately continuing this legacy of leader-
ship. During Eric’s tenure as Executive Direc-
tor, the SDCFB was honored as the California
Farm Bureau “County of the Year” three
times, successfully relocated and acquired in-
come property, launched San Diego Grown
magazine, established the San Diego Farm &
Nursery Expo, kept members informed on all
important issues, defeated two countywide
ballot measures opposed by farmers, shielded
farmers from the State of California’s drought
water use restrictions, created the San Diego
Regional Irrigated Lands Group, initiated stra-
tegic planning to better serve members, and
elevated the standing of local farmers and the
Farm Bureau in the eyes of elected officials,
regulatory agencies and the public as a whole.

Eric’s strong reputation of mastering com-
plex issues and helping create successful
strategies toward achieving goals is well-
earned. On many occasions, my office has
used Eric as a resource to not only ensure we
had a full understanding of matters affecting
our agriculture community, but to also help us
effectively communicate on a broad range of
policy issues. Eric’s retirement is well-de-
served and, while he will definitely be missed,
| am confident Eric’s leadership and advocacy
will continue in new and exciting ways.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 24, 2019

Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained on September 11, 2019
during roll call no. 520, On Agreeing to the
Amendment, Gosar of Arizona Part B Amend-
ment No. 3, as Modified, to H.R. 205, Pro-
tecting and Serving Florida’s Coastline Act.
Had | been present, | would have voted “no.”
| was also unavoidably detained during roll call
no. 521, On Passage of H.R. 205, Protecting
and Securing Florida’s Coastline Act of 2019.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yea.”
| was also unavoidably detained during roll call
no. 522, On Agreeing to the Amendment,
Gosar of Arizona Part F Amendment No. 2 to
H.R. 1941, Coastal and Marine Economies
Protection Act. Had | been present, | would
have voted “no.” | was also unavoidably de-
tained during roll call no. 523, On Agreeing to
the Amendment, Gosar of Arizona Part F
Amendment No. 7 to H.R. 1941, Coastal and
Marine Economies Protection Act. Had | been
present, | would have voted, “no.” | was also
unavoidably detained during roll call no. 524,
On Motion to Recommit with Instructions, H.R.
1941, Coastal and Marine Economies Protec-
tion Act. Had | been present, | would have
voted “nay.” | was also unavoidably detained
during roll call no. 525, On Passage of H.R.
1941, Coastal and Marine Economies Protec-
tion Act. Had | been present, | would have
voted, “yea.”
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IN RECOGNITION OF EDDIE
AGUERO

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 24, 2019

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to honor the service Eddie Aguero has pro-
vided to the residents of the State of California
and to our nation. Today, Mr. Aguero is being
recognized for his twenty-five years of service
to California Volunteers. | ask my colleagues
to stand with me in celebration of his commit-
ment to our community.

Made at Sacramento State and a U.S. Air
Force veteran, Mr. Aguero has dedicated his
life to service. Prior to his last twenty-five
years with California Volunteers, he worked at
the Sacramento Job Corps as Recreation Su-
pervisor and Counselor to the young people
attending for academic and technical training.
He later served as the CalSERVE Program
Manager for the California Conservation
Corps. In this capacity, he implemented and
managed grants. He also served in other ca-
pacities where he oversaw projects from start
to finish for 150 corps members.

In 1994, Mr. Aguero began his career at
California Volunteers, which was known as the
California Commission at the time. During his
time with the organization, he served as an
Assistant Director of Programs, Training and
Technical Assistance Director, Disability Coor-
dinator, and Manager of Program Operations.
Mr. Aguero has also been at the forefront of
disaster release efforts. In response to Hurri-
cane Katrina, he oversaw the deployment of
AmeriCorps members and most recently for
the Camp Fire in Paradise. Over the years, he
has partnered closely with AmeriCorps pro-
grams, providing them with essential training
and technical assistance, focused on devel-
oping the capacity of program associates to
oversee programs, and much more. Mr.
Aguero’s efforts have not gone unnoticed. The
legacy of his work garnered him the honor as
one of twenty AmeriCorps Trailblazers in
2014.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor Eddie
Aguero for his successful career and his tire-
less advocacy for service programming and
engaging Californians in service. Mr. Aguero is
a true California treasure and a leader in our
community. | ask all my colleagues to join me
in wishing him congratulations for the past
three decades of service and best wishes for
his continued service.

————

IN HONOR OF THE EXTRAOR-
DINARY LIFE AND LEGACY OF
MRS. JUANITA ABERNATHY

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 24, 2019

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor the remarkable life and
legacy of Mrs. Juanita Abernathy, a selfless
and determined leader in the struggle for civil
rights, whose direction and tireless engage-
ment were integral to the progress of the
movement. From the Montgomery bus boycott
to the marches from Selma to Montgomery
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and on Washington, D.C., and beyond, Mrs.
Abernathy played a key role in our nation’s
proudest instances of citizen activism. She
fought boldly alongside her husband, the Rev-
erend Dr. Ralph Abernathy, and their dear
friends and fellow architects of the movement,
the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and
Mrs. Coretta Scott King, to enact necessary
and meaningful change, whose effects rever-
berated throughout our country. While many
male leaders of the civil rights movement have
rightfully become household names, the
women whose struggles and sacrifice were
equal and whose participation was necessary,
have not enjoyed the same recognition. Mrs.
Juanita Abernathy was a brilliant, courageous
leader in her own right, and today we recog-
nize her remarkable and distinct contributions.

Mrs. Abernathy was born on December 1,
1931 in Uniontown, Alabama, the youngest of
Alexander and Ella Gilmore Jones’ eight chil-
dren. Mr. and Mrs. Jones, who made their liv-
ing as dairy, beef and cotton farmers, did well
for themselves, and were named the most
successful farmers in the Black Belt by
Tuskegee Institute in the 1940s. At an early
age, Mrs. Abernathy was sent to live with her
older sister to attend an African American
boarding school, Selma University Prep
School, from kindergarten through graduation.
In the ninth grade, she met her future hus-
band, the Rev. Dr. Ralph Abernathy, who
wrote in his memoir that he was impressed by
her audacious spirit and inherent dignity. Both
were on display at the local grocery store
when a white clerk refused to carry Mrs.
Abernathy’s groceries to her car. She replied
that if he was unable to carry her groceries to
the car, he should instead go ahead and re-
turn the groceries to the shelves. In 1952,
after Mrs. Abernathy completed her B.S. in
business education at Tennessee State Uni-
versity in Nashville, she and Dr. Abernathy
were married.

Mrs. and Dr. Abernathy moved to Mont-
gomery, Alabama, where she became a sec-
retary for the Alabama chapter of the NAACP
and taught high school courses on business
education, while Dr. Abernathy served as pas-
tor of the First Baptist Church on Ripley St. In
1954, the couple hosted a new pastor, who
had been brought in to lead the Dexter Ave-
nue Baptist Church, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., and his wife, Coretta Scott King. In 1955,
around the family dining room table, Mrs.
Abernathy wrote the business plan for the
Montgomery bus boycott, a plan which later
served as a blueprint for the Civil Rights
Movement. Meant to last only one day, the
boycott went on for 381 days, eventually lead-
ing to the courts desegregating public transit
and the country. In retaliation to the success
of the Montgomery bus boycott, the Abernathy
house was bombed while Dr. Abernathy was
in Atlanta with Dr. King, establishing the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference.
Thankfully, Mrs. Abernathy, who was home
with her oldest daughter Juandalynn, and
pregnant with her youngest, Donzaleigh, was
safe, though firefighters said that if the bomb
had landed only a foot away, it would have ex-
ploded the house’s main gas line. That same
night Dr. Abernathy’s church was bombed.
Over the years, Mrs. Abernathy endured ter-
ror, harassment and unbridled hatred from
white supremacists in her community and be-
yond; and yet, in the face of unimaginable
threats, Mrs. Abernathy maintained her innate
dignity and bravery.
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In 1961, Mrs. Abernathy and her husband
moved to Atlanta, Georgia where she worked
closely with the Kings to integrate Atlanta’s
public schools. Upon learning that Spring
Street Elementary School was the school fa-
vored by the children of Georgia Tech profes-
sors, Mrs. Abernathy sent her children
Donzaleigh, Juandalynn and their late brother
Ralph Abernathy Ill, who became some of the
first children to integrate, alongside two of the
Kings’ children. Mrs. Abernathy took great
pride in her children’s cultural and classical
education, bringing them to Europe and, in At-
lanta, to attend the opera. At this same time,
understanding the inextricable link between ra-
cial and economic inequality in this country,
Mrs. Abernathy fought to establish a National
Food Stamp Program for low-income families
and a National Free Meal Program for public
school children.

Mrs. Juanita Abernathy was perhaps the
last living member of Dr. King’s inner circle,
but her legacy supersedes even such promi-
nent relationships. In addition to her work dur-
ing the Civil Rights Movement, Mrs. Abernathy
has travelled around the world three times on
peace missions, served on the board of
MARTA for over a decade and became a na-
tional sales director for Mary Kay Cosmetics,
ranking second in the nation in recruitment. A
true servant leader, Mrs. Abernathy’s brilliant
mind, full heart and resilient spirit should serve
as a reminder to us all of what constitutes a
life well lived. When she sat at President
Barack Obama’s inauguration, it was in a
place of honor, directly behind former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton.

On a personal note, | was honored to get to
know Mrs. Abernathy during her many pilgrim-
ages to my hometown of Selma, Alabama for
the annual commemorations of “Bloody Sun-
day” and the March from Selma to Mont-
gomery. She was a powerful force for change
and a proud product of Alabama’s Black Belt,
who passionately protected the legacy of her
husband and their lifelong work to advance
civil rights in this nation. Mrs. Abernathy gra-
ciously encouraged me to run for Congress
and honored me with her presence in Selma
on election night when | won in November
2010. | saw in her face that night the pride
she felt witnessing the election of Alabama’s
first black Congresswoman. It was a time that
had come because of her personal courage
and sacrifices to pave the way for future gen-
erations of black children like me to succeed.
| know there comes great responsibility in
standing on her broad shoulders and | seek to
honor that privilege every day in my efforts to
protect and further the progress made and
legacy of the Freedom Fighters for Justice like
Mrs. Juanita Abernathy. To her family, | thank
them for sharing their parents with the world.
Their mother's passion, courage and deter-
mination will always live on in the hearts and
actions of those she touched.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in paying tribute and honor to Alabama na-
tive Mrs. Juanita Jones Abernathy on the
passing of this Civil Rights icon and true
American heroine whose tremendous efforts
helped this nation on its path towards a more
perfect union.
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HONORING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF JOINT BASE McGUIRE-
DIX-LAKEHURST

HON. ANDY KIM

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 24, 2019

Mr. KIM. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 10th anniversary of Joint Base
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst. The Joint Base, and
the tens of thousands based there who serve
our country, is a critical part of the fabric of
our community, economy, and national secu-
rity.

Bases McGuire, Dix and Lakehurst have
stood as a unified base for a decade, but each
has a rich history. Fort Dix was established
during World War |, and trained soldiers that
helped liberate Europe During World War II.
McGuire Air Force Base was a hub for oper-
ations during the Cold War, and Lakehurst
Naval Air Station was home to some of the
Navy’s most historic missions.

Today, Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst
continues in that proud tradition of serving at
the vanguard of our nation’s defense. The
servicemen and women training and operating
at the Joint Base continue to be deployed
overseas to project American security and pro-
tect America’s interests.

Furthermore, Joint Base McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst is an absolutely critical part of New
Jersey’s economy. The Joint Base is one of
our state’s largest employers and generates
billions in income to support our communities.
It is also a point of incredible pride for the
people of Burlington and Ocean Counties.

| appreciate the work that those stationed at
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst do on a
daily basis to keep our nation safe and sup-
port families living in New Jersey. On behalf of
my neighbors in Burlington and Ocean Coun-
ties, | congratulate our base leadership and
servicemembers for a successful ten years
serving our community and country, and look
forward to continuing that work in the years
and decades to come.

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HARRINGTON LIBRARY

HON. VAN TAYLOR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 24, 2019

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today, | rise
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Harrington
Public Library in Plano, Texas. The first library
to ever call Plano Home, Harrington opened
its doors in 1969.

With a collection of over 15,000 volumes,
Harrington offers our community a multitude of
classes ranging from languages, Test prep,
money management, and much more.

| would like to thank the library, their staff,
and volunteers for all of their hard work in cul-
tivating a strong appreciation for literacy,
learning, and imagination.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Harrington Public Library on 50
years of serving the city of Plano.
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TRIBUTE HONORING SHAWN B.
HARLEY

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 24, 2019

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to pay tribute to Shawn B. Harley
upon his retirement as Meteorologist-In-
Charge after dedicating 31 years to the Na-
tional Weather Service, including more than
two decades in Jackson, Kentucky.

Meteorologists provide the first line of de-
fense for residents to prepare and seek safe
shelter during severe weather events. When a
violent and historic storm produced a deadly
tornado outbreak in Eastern Kentucky on
March 2, 2012, the Jackson Weather Service
provided the most accurate and vital storm
tracking information and urgent local warnings
that undoubtedly saved countless lives. That
fateful day was just one of many that required
fast, accurate and minute-by-minute tracking
of the meteorological team in Jackson, led by
Shawn Harley. | want to commend Shawn for
dedicating his time and talents to help protect
the people of Southern and Eastern Kentucky
for 23 years.

In addition to his career in meteorology,
Shawn has extended his heart of service by
volunteering with the Red Cross and becom-
ing a board member. He also works with the
youth group at the First United Church of
Jackson and dedicates time to help the Holy
Cross Catholic Church. Shawn and his wife,
Susan, have also cooked and served hearty
meals for the Haven House, a homeless shel-
ter in Breathitt County, and assisted with
projects for local senior citizens. It is clear that
Shawn’s courage of conviction has impacted
families and individuals who are most-in-need,
and | applaud his spirit of philanthropy and
goodwill for the people of our region.

Finally, | want to congratulate Shawn on his
retirement from the National Weather Service,
including assignments that have spanned
across Kentucky, Ohio and Indiana. My wife,
Cynthia, and | wish Shawn and his family a re-
tirement filled with many years of joy and hap-
piness.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 24, 2019

Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained on September 12, 2019
during roll call no. 526, On Agreeing to the
Amendment, Young of Alaska Part D Amend-
ment No. 1 to H.R. 1146, Arctic Cultural and
Coastal Plain Protection Act. Had | been
present, | would have voted “no.” | was also
unavoidably detained during roll call no. 527,
On Agreeing to the Amendment, Gosar of Ari-
zona Part D Amendment No. 2 to H.R. 1146,
Artic Cultural and Coastal Plain Protection Act.
Had | been present, | would have voted “no.”
| was also unavoidably detained during roll call
no. 528, On Agreeing to the Amendment,
Gosar of Arizona Part D Amendment No. 3, as
Modified to H.R. 1146, Artic Cultural and
Coastal Plain Protection Act. Had | been
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