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oxycodone and hydrocodone source of supply.
During his tenure at the Las Vegas TDS, SA
Smith’s investigations brought money laun-
dering charges, substantial monetary civil pen-
alties, and regulatory sanctions to bear along
with Title 21 violations against DEA registrants
and diversion drug trafficking organizations
(DTOs).

In November 2012, SA Smith was promoted
to Group Supervisor (GS) of the Oakland
Resident Office TDS with an area of responsi-
bility which included over 50,000 DEA reg-
istrants in 15 counties of northern coastal Cali-
fornia. GS Smith enhanced the mission effec-
tiveness of the group by directing major en-
forcement initiatives at high value targets with-
in the TDS Area of Responsibility (AoR). Asset
seizures from his group increased nearly four-
fold from $510,180 to $1,989,741, which en-
abled GS Smith to persuade local agencies to
double the number of investigators assigned
as Task Force Officers to the TDS. Under SA
Smith’s leadership, Oakland TDS investiga-
tions charged eight doctors and three physi-
cian’s assistants with criminal offenses and
put them out of business for good.

Prior to employment with the DEA, Super-
visory Special Agent (SSA) Smith served on
Active Duty as an Army Reserve Military Intel-
ligence Officer at the South Florida Investiga-
tive Support Center (now the South Florida
HIDTA Intelligence Center). SSA Smith served
in Irag under the U.S. Army V.Corps during
the 2003 invasion. SSA Smith maintained staff
oversight of all tactical human intelligence op-
erations in theatre while serving as the CJTF-
7 Task Force Counterintelligence Coordination
Authority charged with the de-confliction of all
counterintelligence operations in the Iragi The-
atre of Operations. SSA Smith holds a Bach-
elor of Science in Criminal Justice from Florida
International University and currently resides
in Loudoun County with his wife and two chil-
dren.

| am proud to represent Mr. Smith in Con-
gress and | thank him and his family for their
honorable service to our nation with the United
States Army. Madam Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Mr. Smith
as he concludes a distinguished career in pub-
lic service.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF AMBASSADOR
RONALD N. WEISER AND THE
OPENING OF THE WEISER DIPLO-
MACY CENTER

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 11, 2019

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the work of Ambassador
Ronald N. Weiser in so many arenas but
today specifically for his leadership in launch-
ing the Weiser Diplomacy Center at the Ger-
ald R. Ford School of Public Policy at the Uni-
versity of Michigan.

The Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy
at the University of Michigan is America’s first
graduate public service training program.
Since 1914, the Ford School has been teach-
ing students how to address the public’s most
pressing concerns by using research and cut-
ting-edge problem-solving methodologies to
develop actionable policy solutions. The Ford
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School is renowned for its quantitative anal-
ysis of a wide-range of policy issues, making
the school a frequent destination for distin-
guished policymakers from around the world.

Thanks to the wisdom and understanding of
University of Michigan alumni and Regent
Ronald Weiser and his wife Eileen, the Weiser
Diplomacy Center was established at the Ger-
ald R. Ford School of Public Policy in January
2019. The Weiser Diplomacy Center provides
a forum for leading diplomats and foreign pol-
icy experts to gather and offer practical train-
ing sessions and simulations to students to
supplement their studies. The center will bring
a diverse cadre of seasoned diplomats and
foreign policy experts to campus. This year
alone, the center will successfully connect stu-
dents with distinguished leaders like
Condoleezza Rice, Hillary Clinton, and
Samantha Power, to name a few. In addition,
the center sponsors a program for Weiser Di-
plomacy Fellows and helps students find in-
ternships pertaining to foreign affairs. The cen-
ter will include lessons for students to practice
international diplomacy and opportunities to
learn from diplomats from around the world.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Ambassador Ronald N. Weiser
for his dedication to the Gerald R. Ford School
of Public Policy. The immediate success of the
center is due in no small part to his work and
tremendous leadership. Ambassador Weiser's
own experience has demonstrated to him the
importance of preparing students in a quickly
shifting foreign policy world through engage-
ment with experts. The Weiser Diplomacy
Center will be an invaluable resource not only
for the students participating, but to our coun-
try as it trains the leaders of the future. This
new diplomacy center will be critical for young
people to engage with members of the foreign
policy community and inspire a new genera-
tion of the importance of this field.

———

IN HONOR OF THE 40TH
ANNIVERSARY OF GLENDI

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 11, 2019

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the 40th anniversary of Glendi, a
Greek festival held annually in my hometown
of Manchester, NH. Over the past four dec-
ades, St. George’s Greek Orthodox Cathedral
has hosted this event, which celebrates Greek
culture, crafts, music, and, of course, food

Every year, Glendi brings together thou-
sands of people from across New Hampshire
and the region to celebrate the contributions
and traditions of Greek culture in America. |
grew up and remain a member of the St.
George’s family, which for over 100 years has
welcomed the faithful to gather and be part of
this tight-knit community. Now as a member of
Congress | could not be more proud to mark
this milestone.

My great-grandfather Arthur Papathanasiou
left Livadi, Elassona, a tiny hilltop town in
Turkish-occupied northern Greece, to start a
better life in 1906, and like many Greek immi-
grants, his family brought their culture and
food and traditions with them.

As a life-long resident of Manchester, Glendi
was always a highlight and the chance to see
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those traditions and culture on display was
particularly special. There is truly no better
celebration of the many contributions the
Greek community have made in the greater
Manchester area than Glendi.

By sharing our Greek traditions with the
broader Manchester community, the festival
makes our city more inclusive and open.

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s First Congressional District, | want to
thank George Copadis—President of the
Board of Directors, Father Mike, and the St.
George’s community for their decades of dedi-
cation to our community. | congratulate them
on this milestone and thank them for all that
they do to make our state such a wonderful
place to learn, live, and eat.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF ANGELINE
““ANGIE” NANNI

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 11, 2019

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Angeline “Angie” Nanni for
her critical role in the once highly classified
Venona Project breaking encrypted Soviet
communications. Angie, with her unparalleled
gift for numbers and analytical thinking, dedi-
cated her career to breaking codes to maintain
the safety and security of the United States
during the Cold War.

Born August 2, 1918 in the small town of
Blairsville, PA, Angie was expected to work in
her sisters’ beauty salon. Not passionate
about being a beautician, she ran the busi-
ness side of the shop. However, during the
end of WWII, Angie and her sisters set off to
Washington, D.C. to help with the war effort.
Once the war was over, Angie decided to stay
near the capital. When the opportunity to take
an exam for a government job arose, she de-
cided to take it.

Angie, one of the only non-college educated
women taking the coded exam, not only
passed with flying colors, but also was the first
person to finish the exam. Her natural affinity
for numbers allowed her to strip down the
codes and extract the pertinent information.
Angie joined the female-dominated coalition of
cryptanalysts based in Arlington, Virginia post.
Described as a “needle-in-a-haystack ability,”
Angie’s job was to match messages coming
from two distinct channels, accessing vital in-
formation from what were thought to be un-
breakable Soviet codes.

During the era of McCarthyism and blind ac-
cusations, there was a secret group of women
who held more confidential knowledge than
any branch of government so close to their
chests that not even their family members
knew the details of their jobs. Angie worked
for the Venona Project until it ended in 1980.
At her retirement party, nobody knew from
what job she was retiring.

Due to her hard work, in addition to the
other members of the Venona Project, many
encrypted messaged from the KGB were able
to be deciphered. Some of the most notable
codes Angie helped break were names for
many prominent players of the era, including
President Roosevelt, Winston Churchill, The
Manhattan Project, Julius Rosenberg, and
Washington, D.C.
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It is a great honor to recognize Angie Nanni
for her service to our nation throughout her
life. May she inspire others to recognize their
true potential to make a difference in the
world.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 11, 2019

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, due to un-
foreseen circumstances, | unfortunately was
unable to attend the scheduled vote series on
Monday, September 9, 2019. Had | been
present, | would have voted yea on Roll Call
No. 515 and yea on Roll Call No. 516.

———

RECOGNIZING FORMER CAPITOL
HILL STAFFERS

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 11, 2019

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize a group of former Capitol Hill
staffers who will gather in Washington on Sep-
tember 20-22 to celebrate 40 years of bipar-
tisan friendship.

Whether competing in softball and flag foot-
ball matchups, celebrating victories over burg-
ers at the Tune Inn, Christmas caroling with
Leader Michel and his colleagues, enjoying
weekend road trips to national parks and his-
toric sites, there were always respectful and
lively debates on the issues of the day. Ac-
cordingly, this group of friends shares a spe-
cial bond that began right here in these hal-
lowed halls and continues today.

Many of these congressional staffers began
their careers in 1979, working over the years
for the following Members: Representatives
Wendell Bailey, Larry Craig, Dan Crane, Phil
Crane, Ed Derwinski, David Emery, Billy Lee
Evans, Joe Gaydos, Bo Ginn, Larry Hopkins,
Dan Lungren, Ray McGrath, Dawson Mathis,
Bob Michel, HAL ROGERS, Jim Slattery, Gene
Taylor, Bob Whittaker, Henry Waxman, and
Vin Weber, and Senators Jake Garn, John
Glenn, Jesse Helms, Sam Nunn, Bob Pack-
wood and Richard Stone.

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize
this lasting friendship that began right here in
the halls of Congress, and | ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing this special
group well as they remember fondly their days
on Capitol Hill and their years of fellowship
and fun.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF JOSEPH AN-
THONY KARCUTSKIE ON HIS IN-
DUCTION INTO THE LUZERNE
COUNTY SPORTS HALL OF FAME

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 11, 2019

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor former athlete Joseph Anthony
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Karcutskie. This year, Joe was inducted into
the Luzerne County Sports Hall of Fame on
August 11, 2019 for his impressive athletic
achievements in the sport of football.

Each year, the Luzerne County Sports Hall
of Fame honors those who have brought fame
and recognition to the state of Pennsylvania
through their outstanding achievements and
contributions in athletic endeavors.

While at Wyoming Area High School, Joe
was a three-year starter in football, team cap-
tain, All-Conference, All-Scholastic, and All-
Region on defense during his junior year. Dur-
ing his senior year, he was All-Conference
and All-Scholastic on offense, defense, and as
a punter. This awe-inspiring athlete led his
team in the number of tackles, sacks, and in
punting average.

Joe’s high school career was incredibly im-
pressive, but it was only the beginning. He
continued his education at Brown University
where he started every collegiate game as
middle linebacker. During his junior year, he
was named All-American. Still rising to fame,
he was voted team captain during his senior
year and was voted All-lvy League in 1995,
1996, and 1997. During the same year, he
was also voted All-New England. Joe still
holds the Brown record for tackles in a season
with 137, and he also holds the Brown record
for tackles in a career with 404. Joe was the
first player ever to record more than 100 tack-
les in two seasons and is still the only player
to lead the team in tackles in three consecu-
tive seasons.

Joe was named a member of Brown Univer-
sity’s 125th Anniversary Team in 2003, in-
ducted into the Wyoming Area Football Ring
of Pride in 2004, and was welcomed into the
Brown University Athletic Hall of Fame in
2014.

In addition to enjoying a prestigious athletic
career, he is currently a Vice President of In-
vestments at Wells Fargo Advisors. He also
coaches his son’s baseball team and has
been a volunteer coach for soccer and the
Wyoming Area football team.

It is an honor to recognize Joe on his induc-
tion into the Luzerne County Sports Hall of
Fame. May his story and athletic career serve
as an inspiration to the next generation of
Pennsylvania athletes striving for excellence.

————

DIESEL EMISSIONS REDUCTION
ACT OF 2019

SPEECH OF

HON. FRED UPTON

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 9, 2019

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, | include in the
RECORD a letter from the DERA Coalition in
support of H.R. 1768 on the Diesel Emission
Reduction Act.

DIESEL EMISSION REDUCTION AcCT (DERA)

COALITION
PLEASE SUPPORT ONE OF THE NATION’S MOST
EFFECTIVE CLEAN AIR PROGRAMS

When it comes to improving air quality for
communities across the country, one of the
most effective strategies is to replace older
heavy-duty vehicles and equipment with new
and much cleaner options. That is the goal of
the Diesel Emission Reduction Act (DERA)
program managed by U.S. Environmental
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Protection Agency (EPA). We urge you to
support continuation of the program as pro-
vided under Matsui-Long reauthorization
bill (H.R. 1768) which would deliver vital air
quality improvements to your constituents.

Four out of every ten Americans reside in
a region with unhealthy air, according to
EPA. The American Lung Association esti-
mates that air quality for many regions
around the country is not improving. DERA
helps communities clean up their air by re-
placing older trucks, buses, and equipment
with newer, cleaner technologies. Replacing
just one Class 8 truck with a new model can
eliminate tons of emissions. DERA also en-
joys broad bipartisan support, along with
support from a long list of business interests
and environmental and health advocates, in-
cluding those signatories below.

According the EPA’s latest report to Con-
gress on the program issued in July of this
year, since DERA’s funding was first appro-
priated in 2008, more than 67,000 vehicles and
engines have been upgraded or replaced, de-
livering $19 billion in direct health benefits.
Those benefits include eliminating 15,490
tons of fine particles and 427,700 tons of ni-
trogen oxides, a smog forming compound.
That works out to just about the same emis-
sion reductions as taking more than 236 mil-
lion cars off the road for a year.

The program provides just enough funding
to encourage owners to make a smart invest-
ment in their purchase of cleaner and often
more fuel-efficient vehicles and equipment.
As a result, every $1 in public funds appro-
priated through the DERA program is lever-
aged with an additional $3 in nonfederal
funds, generating between $11 and $30 in pub-
lic health benefits and an additional $2 in
fuel savings.

While DERA has been around since 2008,
there still is much to be done. Heavy-duty
trucks and off-road equipment are built to
last, meaning a large fleet of older and high-
er emitting trucks remain in service. Only
four in ten trucks on the road today is
equipped with technologies to achieve the
latest near-zero tailpipe emissions standard
set by EPA. Research shows that off-road
equipment, including locomotives, are of an
even older generation technology and will be
in the field for decades to come. DERA pro-
vides the funding needed to incentivize the
replacement of those older and higher emit-
ting vehicles and equipment. The program is
voluntary, competitive, and technology neu-
tral, allowing funding to be used for projects,
advanced locally, that provide the highest
benefits for the amount of funding requested.

The Diesel Emission Reduction Act has
proved to be one of the most effective tools
to generate short-term air quality and
health benefits for local communities across
the country, but those benefits cannot be
sustained without proper funding. We en-
courage you to support extending the au-
thorization of this cost-effective and envi-
ronmentally impactful program for an addi-
tional five years as provided for under the
bill.

Sincerely,

Alabama State Port Authority, American
Association of Port Authorities, American
Highway Users Alliance, American Lung As-
sociation, American Trucking Associations,
Associated General Contractors of America
BorgWarner Inc., Clean Air Task Force,
Cook—Illinois Corporation, Corning Incor-
porated.

Cummins Inc., DENSO International
America, Inc., Diesel Technology Forum,
Emissions Control Technology Association,
Engine Manufacturers Association, Environ-
mental Defense Fund, Faurecia Clean Mobil-
ity, The Lion Electric Co., Manufacturers of
Emission Controls Association, Massachu-
setts Port Authority.
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