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Following his honorable discharge in 1968, 

Sergeant First Class Hayes worked as a cit-
izen soldier in the Reserve and National 
Guard branches of the Army. He served as a 
Human Relations Instructor in the Air Force 
Reserves from 1975 to 1977 and as a drill in-
structor in the United States Army from 1988 
to 1998. After his long tenure of service to our 
country, Hayes earned his GED and a Bach-
elor of Science degree from Medaille College. 
He worked as an aircraft mechanic and as a 
correctional officer at the Erie County Deten-
tion Center. He now resides in Cheektowaga 
with his wife of 25 years and has nine children 
and fourteen grandchildren, some of whom 
have continued his family’s legacy of military 
service. Sergeant Hayes remains active in 
local and national veteran communities, in-
cluding designing an original military jewelry 
line, serving as a greeter at a veteran clinic in 
Batavia, and working as a docent right here at 
the Buffalo and Erie County Naval & Military 
Park. We recently met Roland at a Buffalo 
Naval Park event and were inspired by his 
service and story. 

Many Vietnam Veterans returned home with 
little fanfare, including Roland Hayes, who has 
never received the recognition fitting of a sol-
dier who served so valiantly and sacrificed so 
much. It has been our honor to share his story 
and pay tribute to his service, on behalf of a 
grateful nation. His story is one of resilience, 
breaking barriers, and beating the odds. 

I ask all members to join me in remem-
bering all the great sacrifices made by those 
who serve. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE BICENTENNIAL 
OF THE CRAWFORD PATH 

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, August 6, 2019 

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the bicentennial of the Crawford 
Path, the oldest continuously maintained hik-
ing trail in the United States. For two cen-
turies, the Crawford Path has opened New 
Hampshire’s White Mountains to adventure- 
seekers and nature lovers of all backgrounds 
and abilities. 

Originally built in 1819 by Ethan Allen 
Crawford and his father, Abel, the Crawford 
Path is one of America’s most popular rec-
reational trails. Following a mountainous 
ridgeline across miles of open alpine environ-
ment, the trail affords impressive views of the 
peaks and valleys of the White Mountains. 
The trail’s convergence with the famed Appa-
lachian Trail and its conclusion at the summit 
of Mt. Washington, the tallest peak in the 
Northeastern U.S., make it an attraction for 
experienced and recreational hikers alike. 
While the trail’s popularity affords many visi-
tors the chance to enjoy the natural beauty of 
the Granite State, its frequent use has unfortu-
nately caused significant degradation of the 
beloved trail. Maintaining such a well-trodden 
path over such a long time is no small task. 
I am proud of the White Mountain Region’s 
local legacy of over 100 years of active trail 
maintenance, with critical leadership from 
stakeholders such as the U.S. Forest Service 
and the Appalachian Mountain Club. 

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s First Congressional District, I want to 

commemorate the Crawford Path’s bicenten-
nial and thank all those who have maintained 
it for their service to our community. I thank 
them for all that they do to make the Granite 
State such a wonderful place, to work, live, 
and play. Let us celebrate this exciting anni-
versary by committing ourselves to ensuring 
that Crawford Path remains a jewel of the 
White Mountains for another 200 years. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF CARL EUGENE PORTER, SR. 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019 

Mr. RICHMOND. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of Carl Eugene Por-
ter, Sr. of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. An Army 
veteran and hall of fame athletic coach, he 
passed away on the evening of Wednesday, 
July 24, 2019 at the age of 88. He was well 
known to many as ‘‘Coach Porter’’. 

One of four children, Coach Porter was born 
on February 10, 1931 in Columbia, Missouri 
before moving to Baton Rouge to attend 
Southern University and Agricultural and Me-
chanical College, where he earned his bach-
elor’s degree in Physical Education. After 
graduating, he was commissioned as a Sec-
ond Lieutenant in the United States Army and 
served four years. He married his college 
sweetheart, Ivory Hawkins, on December 30, 
1954. 

After his service in the Army, Coach Porter 
began a career in education. His career began 
at Scotlandville Junior High School, where he 
led the Athletic Department to many cham-
pionships over a nineteen-year period. In 
1976, Coach Porter transitioned to Southern 
University Laboratory School as the Athletic 
Director where the Fighting Kittens earned 
many State Championships during his twelve- 
year tenure. With a record of 129–25 under 
his watch, many of his players went on to 
have successful collegiate and professional 
sports careers. Coach Porter was also well 
known for placing an emphasis of academics 
for the athletes under his tutelage. 

Coach Porter’s thirty-one-year coaching ca-
reer led him to be inducted in the Louisiana 
High School Sports Hall of Fame in 1999. He 
also remained an active community and civic 
leader through his contributions to the 
NAACP, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incor-
porated, Kiwanis, the Fisherman’s Club, and 
the Anna T. Jordan Recreation Center. 

Coach Porter was widely known for his love 
of family, friends, church, music, and human-
ity, and many regarded him as a local icon. As 
a mentor, advocate, leader, and friend, Coach 
Porter left an indelible impact on all those 
whose lives he touched. His legacy of dedica-
tion and service to the Scotlandville commu-
nity will be remembered now and many years 
to come. Coach Porter is survived by his wife, 
Ivory Hawkins Porter, his children, Carl, Jr., 
Tracy, Rudy, Rodney, and Lonzella, as well as 
his seven grandchildren and three great- 
grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, I celebrate the life and 
legacy of Carl Eugene Porter, Sr. 

PERSECUTION OF FALUN GONG 
PRACTITIONERS IN CHINA 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019 

Ms. LOFGREN. Madam Speaker, twenty 
years ago, in July of 1999, it was widely re-
ported that the Chinese government began the 
persecution of Falun Gong practitioners. Re-
ports of the Chinese government’s human 
rights abuses against this group have contin-
ued during the last two decades. 

Human rights, including freedom of expres-
sion and freedom of religion, should be uni-
versal. Members of Congress must work to 
promote tolerance and basic human freedoms 
worldwide. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOSEPH ALEXANDER 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to recognize United States Ma-
rine Corps Private First Class (PFC) Joseph 
Alexander on the occasion of his receiving the 
Congressional Gold Medal issued to the 
Montford Point Marines. The approximately 
20,000 Montford Point Marines were the first 
African Americans to enlist in the United 
States Marine Corps after an executive order 
issued by President Franklin Roosevelt in 
June 1941 took the first steps to end racial 
discrimination in employment with federal gov-
ernment agencies. 

Originally from New Orleans, Louisiana, Jo-
seph’s personal service began when he was 
just 19 years old in June 1943. He went 
through boot camp at Montford Point, North 
Carolina, as the nearby Camp Lejeune was 
off-limits if you were not being escorted by a 
white Marine. When his training was complete, 
Joseph shipped out to fight in the Pacific the-
ater where he participated in the effort to push 
Japanese forces out of the Marshall Islands. 

Like many veterans, Joseph chose not to 
speak much about his experience during the 
war. He returned home, got married, raised 
five children, and settled in Hayward in 1972. 
Only recently, in an effort to get him con-
nected with benefits through the Veterans Ad-
ministration, did the family find documentation 
that connected Joseph to the Montford Point 
Marines. 

Our community has rallied together to honor 
Joseph, who will be 95 years old in Sep-
tember. He recently received his own copy of 
the Congressional Gold Medal from the Na-
tional Montford Point Marine Association at a 
ceremony hosted by American Legion Hay-
ward Post 870 and American Veterans Post 
911 at the Hayward Veterans Memorial Build-
ing. 

Joseph, thank you for your service. Not only 
for your bravery in war, but also for your con-
tribution to breaking down the barriers that 
prevented all people from fighting for our 
country and the freedom of its people. 
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HONORING DR. DANIEL P. KING 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, August 6, 2019 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Dr. Daniel P. King, an ed-
ucator, innovator, and leader. 

For the past 12 years, Dr. King served as 
superintendent of the Pharr-San Juan-Alamo 
Independent School District (PSJA ISD), work-
ing tirelessly to ensure PSJA ISD provides its 
students with the resources necessary to suc-
ceed. He announced his plans to retire from 
his position this past fall, and I find it only fit-
ting to take this time on the House floor to 
honor a man that has done so much for South 
Texas. Dr. King spent 42 years in public edu-
cation, 20 of those years as superintendent at 
two school districts in the Rio Grande Valley. 

During Dr. King’s tenure, he introduced pro-
grams and procedures that have had lasting 
positive effects on the students and the PSJA 
community as a whole. He was one of the first 
to start an Early College High School Program 
in South Texas that provides thousands of stu-
dents concurrent and dual enrollment opportu-
nities, college and career connected path-
ways, and the opportunity to graduate with 
college credentials up to an associate’s de-
gree while still enrolled in high school. 

Dr. King demonstrated his commitment to 
replacing outdated bilingual education models 
with dual language or dual immersion pro-
grams to equip students for a brighter future. 
His actions afforded students the opportunity 
to graduate from high school ready for higher 
education, putting PSJA on the course to be-
come a national leader in producing college 
ready, academically bi-literate, high school 
graduates. Thanks to Dr. King, our students 
are more prepared and able to be successful 
and productive members of society. 

Madam Speaker, Dr. Daniel P. King has 
worked diligently to give countless students 
the tools they need to succeed. He is a pillar 
of our community and an example to us all. It 
is an honor to represent a selfless and com-
mitted individuals like him. Dr. King has for-
ever changed and strengthened the foundation 
of education in South Texas. I wish Daniel P. 
King and his family all the best in their future 
endeavors and thank you for this time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JACK BARRY, 
BRADY STERGION, AND TOM 
PLUNKETT 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, August 6, 2019 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to recognize three outstanding citi-
zens from Bucks County, Pennsylvania, who 
recently attained the rank of Eagle Scout: Jack 
Barry, Brady Stergion, and Tom Plunkett. 

These three emerging leaders are com-
mitted to service to our community. For their 
Eagle Scout projects, Jack beautified the 
Lower Makefield Veteran’s Park, Brady built 
new shelving and stocked the pantry for the 
St. John the Evangelist Shared Meals Pro-
gram, and Tom installed twenty flagpoles at 
Washington Crossing National Cemetery. 

On behalf of all residents of the First Con-
gressional District, I congratulate Jack, Brady, 
and Tom on their achievements. 

f 

HONORING RESIDENTS OF THE 
VILLAGE OF LA GRANGE, ILLI-
NOIS ON THEIR 140TH ANNIVER-
SARY AS A VILLAGE 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the residents of La Grange, Illinois as 
the village celebrates its 140th anniversary. 

La Grange enjoys a long and vibrant history 
beginning in the early 19th century. The area, 
originally consisting of prairie land, was first 
settled as a result of land grants offered by 
President Martin Van Buren. One of the early 
residents was Franklin D. Cossitt. After leaving 
Tennessee, Mr. Cossitt moved to Chicago and 
started the largest wholesale grocery business 
in the area. The Great Chicago Fire of 1871 
destroyed Mr. Cossitt’s business and drove 
people westward to the suburbs. 

Mr. Cossitt’s dream for constructing a com-
munity began when he bought and developed 
600 acres of land that was later incorporated 
as the village of La Grange in 1879. In 1873, 
Mr. Cossitt quickly began laying out streets 
and building homes. By 1890, La Grange had 
already seen tremendous growth and now in-
cluded twenty-eight retail businesses, a new 
high school, churches, a newspaper, paved 
roads, and a railroad station. The Village of La 
Grange quickly became known as the largest 
town between Chicago and Aurora. 

The Village of La Grange has continued to 
develop and today is home to more than 130 
businesses and 15,550 residents. Although La 
Grange has come a long way, it is still a safe 
and quiet place to live. The La Grange historic 
district is home to many of the original build-
ings built by Mr. Cossitt in the 1870’s. Be-
cause of the quality of the architecture and the 
historic significance, the Village of La Grange 
historic district was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

I am proud to represent the residents of La 
Grange and I will gather with them on the Vil-
lage Hall lawn on August 8th to celebrate the 
village’s anniversary. I ask you to join me in 
honoring the residents of La Grange, Illinois, 
on their 140th anniversary as a village. May 
they enjoy this celebration and may the Village 
continue to thrive as a close-knit community. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ROCK 
CREEK NATIONAL PARK ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 6, 2019 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, I 
rise to introduce a bill to redesignate the Na-
tional Park Service-owned Rock Creek Park, 
in the District of Columbia, as ‘‘Rock Creek 
National Park.’’ Renaming this park will high-
light its significance to the nation, including 
visitors to the nation’s capital, and will help get 
much-needed funding for the park’s inviting 

trails, waterways and other unique features. 
No additional federal funds will be required. 

Rock Creek Park is already a national park, 
established by Congress in 1890 ‘‘for the ben-
efit and enjoyment of the people of the United 
States,’’ and is the oldest urban park and the 
third federal park ever created, after Yellow-
stone and Sequoia. Rock Creek Park was de-
signed to preserve animals, timber, forestry 
and other interests in the park, and to ensure 
that its natural state is maintained as much as 
possible, for all American people, not just for 
D.C. residents. 

Over time, several structures have been es-
tablished or donated to further preserve Rock 
Creek Park. In 1892, for example, the federal 
government acquired Peirce Mill in Rock 
Creek Park, one of the mills used by local 
farmers during the 18th, 19th and 20th cen-
turies. In 1950, the Old Stone House, located 
at 3051 M Street NW, with its great pre-Revo-
lutionary War architecture, was acquired by 
the park. The building was restored, and pro-
grams explain the house’s rich history from 
the colonial period to the present day. The 
Fort Circle Parks were also acquired to inter-
pret and preserve the Civil War Defenses of 
Washington, which created a ring of protection 
for the nation’s capital during the Civil War. 

Today, Rock Creek Park offers residents of 
the District of Columbia, Maryland and North-
ern Virginia, as well as thousands of visitors, 
an escape from our increasingly urban envi-
ronment. Residents and tourists alike enjoy 
many activities in the park’s 2,000 acres, in-
cluding hiking and biking on the historical 
trails, horseback riding, picnicking, tennis and 
other recreational activities in some of the 
open fields. Our residents have expressed 
their appreciation by volunteering to clean up 
and maintain the trails and waterways. 

Redesignating Rock Creek Park as Rock 
Creek National Park will help recognize the 
national status of the park and protect and re-
vitalize this remarkable resource in our na-
tion’s capital. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
NIGHT OUT 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, August 6, 2019 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Converse, Texas for their work in 
fostering better police and civilian relationships 
through the National Night Out program. 

Currently celebrating its 36th Anniversary, 
the National Night Out (NNO) is a unique 
crime and drug prevention event sponsored by 
the National Association of Town Watch 
(NATW). Founded in 1984, it has grown from 
a small idea to a national event celebrated by 
civilians and law enforcement agencies 
throughout the country. With over 38 million 
‘‘neighbors’’ and 16 thousand communities 
participating, it provides a unique opportunity 
for civilians to learn more about the law en-
forcement in their community. 

Throughout its history, it has worked to fos-
ter positive community relationships between 
civilians and law enforcement. It actively en-
gages participants in fun, informational activi-
ties that heighten awareness of law enforce-
ment efforts in crime and drug prevention, 
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