
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S801 January 31, 2019 
Ms. SMITH, Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, Mr. WICKER, 
and Ms. STABENOW): 

S. Res. 39. A resolution recognizing the 
100th anniversary of the American Farm Bu-
reau Federation and celebrating the long his-
tory of the American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion representing the farmers of the United 
States; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 29 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
names of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT), the Senator from Maine 
(Ms. COLLINS), the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS) and the Senator from 
Colorado (Mr. BENNET) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 29, a bill to establish 
the Office of Critical Technologies and 
Security, and for other purposes. 

S. 80 

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms. 
MCSALLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 80, a bill to repeal the annual fee on 
health insurance providers enacted by 
the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act. 

S. 104 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE), the Senator from In-
diana (Mr. YOUNG), the Senator from 
Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER) and the Sen-
ator from Colorado (Mr. GARDNER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 104, a bill to 
amend title 31, United States Code, to 
provide for automatic continuing reso-
lutions. 

S. 105 

At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
the name of the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. SCOTT) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 105, a bill to amend title 
X of the Public Health Service Act to 
prohibit family planning grants from 
being awarded to any entity that per-
forms abortions, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 130 

At the request of Mr. SASSE, the 
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
ROMNEY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
130, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to prohibit a health care 
practitioner from failing to exercise 
the proper degree of care in the case of 
a child who survives an abortion or at-
tempted abortion. 

S. 131 

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 
name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
131, a bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to prohibit Federal 
Medicaid funding for the administra-
tive costs of providing health benefits 
to individuals who are unauthorized 
immigrants. 

S. 135 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 135, a bill to prioritize the 

allocation of H–2B visas for States with 
low unemployment rates. 

S. 153 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 153, a bill to promote veteran in-
volvement in STEM education, com-
puter science, and scientific research, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 162 
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the 

names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from 
Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 162, a bill to 
provide back pay to low-wage con-
tractor employees, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 169 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) and the Senator from 
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 169, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide an exemption from gross income 
for civil damages as recompense for 
trafficking in persons. 

S. 172 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, his name 

was added as a cosponsor of S. 172, a 
bill to delay the reimposition of the an-
nual fee on health insurance providers 
until after 2021. 

S. 177 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 177, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 and the Small 
Business Act to expand the availability 
of employee stock ownership plans in S 
corporations, and for other purposes. 

S. 190 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the names 

of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
TOOMEY) and the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. PERDUE) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 190, a bill to amend the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 to prohibit as-
sistance to nonprofits, foreign non-
governmental organizations, and quasi- 
autonomous nongovernmental organi-
zations that promote or perform abor-
tions. 

S. 246 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 246, a bill to block the imple-
mentation of certain presidential ac-
tions that restrict individuals from 
certain countries from entering the 
United States. 

S. 262 
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 

the names of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator 
from Colorado (Mr. BENNET), the Sen-
ator from New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) 
and the Senator from Vermont (Mr. 
SANDERS) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 262, a bill to provide for a pay in-
crease in 2019 for certain civilian em-
ployees of the Federal Government, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 272 

At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 
names of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) and the 
Senator from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 272, a 
bill to establish the policy of the 
United States regarding the no-first- 
use of nuclear weapons. 

S. 274 

At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name 
of the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 
WICKER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
274, a bill to ensure that organizations 
with religious or moral convictions are 
allowed to continue to provide services 
for children. 

S. 280 

At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the 
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 280, a bill to reauthorize the 
Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities Historic Preservation pro-
gram. 

S.J. RES. 3 

At the request of Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, 
the names of the Senator from Okla-
homa (Mr. INHOFE), the Senator from 
West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Sen-
ator from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS), 
the Senator from Nebraska (Mr. 
SASSE), the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH) and the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) were added as co-
sponsors of S.J. Res. 3, a joint resolu-
tion proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States rel-
ative to balancing the budget. 

S.J. RES. 4 

At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 
names of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Senator from 
Kansas (Mr. MORAN) were added as co-
sponsors of S.J. Res. 4, a joint resolu-
tion requiring the advice and consent 
of the Senate or an Act of Congress to 
suspend, terminate, or withdraw the 
United States from the North Atlantic 
Treaty and authorizing related litiga-
tion, and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 20 

At the request of Mr. LEE, the names 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
TOOMEY) and the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. PERDUE) were added as cosponsors 
of S. Res. 20, a resolution expressing 
the sense of the Senate that the Pro-
tecting Life in Global Health Assist-
ance policy should be permanently es-
tablished. 

S. RES. 30 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 30, a resolution con-
demning efforts to undermine democ-
racy in Hungary and urging President 
Trump to defend the universal human 
rights and democratic norms under at-
tack by the Orban government. 

AMENDMENT NO. 65 

At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, 
the names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON), the Senator from South 
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Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Senator from 
Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the Sen-
ator from Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS) and 
the Senator from Wyoming (Mr. ENZI) 
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 65 proposed to S. 1, a bill to 
make improvements to certain defense 
and security assistance provisions and 
to authorize the appropriation of funds 
to Israel, to reauthorize the United 
States-Jordan Defense Cooperation Act 
of 2015, and to halt the wholesale 
slaughter of the Syrian people, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 77 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 77 intended to be 
proposed to S. 1, a bill to make im-
provements to certain defense and se-
curity assistance provisions and to au-
thorize the appropriation of funds to 
Israel, to reauthorize the United 
States-Jordan Defense Cooperation Act 
of 2015, and to halt the wholesale 
slaughter of the Syrian people, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Ms. ERNST (for herself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. SASSE, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. THUNE, 
Mr. COTTON, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, 
Mr. MORAN, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina, Mr. 
CRUZ, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. 
PERDUE, and Mr. CRAMER): 

S. 285. A bill to require U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement to take 
into custody certain aliens who have 
been charged in the United States with 
a crime that resulted in the death or 
serious bodily injury of another person, 
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Ms. ERNST. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

Today I rise on the 3-year anniver-
sary of the tragic death of a con-
stituent of mine, Sarah Root. On Janu-
ary 31, 2016, the same day as her college 
graduation, Sarah was killed in nearby 
Omaha, NE, by an illegal immigrant 
named Edwin Mejia. He was drag rac-
ing with a blood alcohol level more 
than three times the legal limit. 

Despite requests by local law enforce-
ment, Immigration and Customs En-
forcement failed to detain Mejia be-
cause of a nonsensical policy that al-
lows ICE to use discretion when deter-
mining whether to detain an illegal im-
migrant. He posted bond, he was re-
leased, and 3 years later remains a fu-
gitive. It has been 3 years, and he is 
still a fugitive, denying Sarah’s loved 
ones any sense of closure or justice. 

As a mom, I can’t fathom the grief 
her family and friends continue to feel 
after such a devastating loss. My own 
daughter is approaching the age at 
which Sarah was killed. 

Just 21 years old, Sarah was bright, 
she was gifted, she was full of life and 

ready to take on the world. What a tal-
ented young lady. 

She had just graduated from Bellevue 
University with a 4.0 GPA. She was 
dedicated to her community, and she 
wanted to pursue a career in criminal 
justice. Sarah had her whole future 
ahead of her, but her opportunity to 
make her mark on the world was taken 
away from her. Her life was tragically 
cut short. Yet even in death, Sarah 
touched the lives of others. Sarah 
saved six different individuals through 
her organ donation. 

Sadly, what happened to Sarah Root 
is not an isolated incident. 

We have seen this story play out 
time and again in the 3 years since 
Sarah’s killing—innocent lives taken 
by criminals who entered the United 
States illegally through a porous bor-
der. Crimes committed by those here 
illegally are truly among the most 
heartbreaking and senseless, and that 
is because these crimes are completely 
preventable, as the perpetrators should 
not be in the United States in the first 
place. 

Although nothing can bring Sarah 
back to her family, we can ensure that 
ICE never makes this same mistake 
again. That is why I rise today and, 
again, join with my colleagues from 
Iowa and Nebraska, including the Pre-
siding Officer; thank you again for 
joining in this legislation. We are in-
troducing Sarah’s Law again in honor 
of Sarah Root. 

Sarah’s Law would require that ICE 
take custody of a person who is in the 
country illegally and who is charged 
with a crime that seriously injures an-
other person. Sarah’s Law would also 
require better victim notification and 
amend the law to require that the Fed-
eral Government take custody of any-
one who enters the United States le-
gally but violated the terms of their 
immigration status or had their visa 
revoked and is later charged with a 
crime that resulted in the death or 
harm of another person. 

President Trump implemented parts 
of Sarah’s Law through an Executive 
order in 2017, and I commend him for 
that. It included directing the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to 
prioritize the removal of criminals who 
are here illegally. The Executive order 
also establishes an office to implement 
notification requirements of Sarah’s 
Law. 

Despite provisions of Sarah’s Law 
being put into place by President 
Trump’s order, it is critical that the 
Senate take up this legislation in order 
to codify these enforcement priorities 
so that any future administration can-
not remove these provisions. No family 
should ever have to endure such a trag-
edy, especially one that could have 
been prevented. The fact remains that 
Sarah’s killer would not have been in 
our country if it weren’t for our coun-
try’s broken immigration system. 

Sarah’s Law is commonsense reform. 
It recognizes the simple fact that all 
criminals should be held accountable 

for their actions. How much more com-
monsense can this be, folks? Hold 
criminals accountable. We should not 
allow them simply to slip back into the 
shadows. 

I recognize that the immigration de-
bate has become a political football. 
We see that every day here in Wash-
ington, DC, but the security of our bor-
ders and enforcement of our immigra-
tion laws is not a game. We must honor 
the lives of these innocent victims and 
do better. We must work to stop future 
crimes. 

I look forward to continuing to work 
with my colleagues to fulfill the prom-
ise I made to Sarah’s loving parents, 
Michelle Root and Scott Root. I will do 
everything I can to ensure that not one 
more parent has to go through what 
the Roots have faced—the loss of their 
daughter and the promise of justice. 

Madam President, I thank you for 
joining me on this legislation. It means 
a lot to this family and many others. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, 
Mr. LEAHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
WYDEN, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. ROSEN, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. KING, Mr. 
CARPER, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. REED, Mr. 
KAINE, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. 
HEINRICH, Mr. UDALL, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. CASEY, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Ms. WARREN, Ms. 
STABENOW, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. PETERS, Mr. JONES, 
and Mr. SCHATZ): 

S. 292. A bill to limit the separation 
of families at or near ports of entry; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to reintroduce legislation 
that will finally put an end to the sepa-
ration of families at our southern bor-
der. I have believed from the outset 
that the administration was wrong to 
pursue a zero tolerance policy of fam-
ily separation, which is cruel and detri-
mental to children and parents alike. 

The President claimed to end this 
policy in June by executive order, but 
we have learned that the practice of 
separating families continues today. In 
fact, the separations may have been 
broader in scope than we previously 
knew. 

Last year, the American people were 
rightly horrified when thousands of 
children, including babies and toddlers, 
were taken from their parents, to be 
separated for weeks and months. Doz-
ens of these children spent days and 
weeks in cages with nothing but thin 
mats and aluminum blankets. 

In response, people from all walks of 
life—Republicans, Democrats, clergy, 
the medical community, business lead-
ers, labor organizers—stood up and 
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