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Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, without amendment: 

S. 1436. An act to make technical correc-
tions to the computation of average pay 
under Public Law 110–279. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate: 

H.R. 5. An act to prohibit discrimination 
on the basis of sex, gender identity, and sex-
ual orientation, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 987. An act to amend the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act to provide 
for Federal Exchange outreach and edu-
cational activities. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276h, and the 
order of the House of January 3, 2019, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members on the part of the House of 
Representatives to the Mexico-United 
States Interparliamentary Group: Mr. 
CORREA of California, Mr. GONZALEZ of 
Texas, Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas, Ms. 
ESCOBAR of Texas, Ms. LOFGREN of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. CARBAJAL of California. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
The President pro tempore (Mr. 

GRASSLEY) announced that on today, 
May 20, 2019, he has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill, which was pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the 
House: 

H.R. 2379. An act to reauthorize the Bullet-
proof Vest Partnership Grant Program. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 5. An act to prohibit discrimination 
on the basis of sex, gender identity, and sex-
ual orientation, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

H.R. 987. An act to amend the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act to provide 
for Federal Exchange outreach and edu-
cational activities; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 312. An act to reaffirm the Mashpee 
Wampanoag Tribe reservation, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 2578. An act to reauthorize the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communication was 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and was referred as indicated: 

EC–1318. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Refusal 
Procedures for Visas’’ (RIN1400–AE64) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 2, 2019; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself and 
Mr. KAINE): 

S. 1541. A bill to increase the minimum age 
for sale of tobacco products to 21; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. MANCHIN: 
S. 1542. A bill to amend title 37, United 

States Code, to standardize payment of haz-
ardous duty incentive pay for members per-
forming parachute jumping as an essential 
part of military duty, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Ms. ERNST (for herself and Mr. 
KING): 

S. 1543. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code 1986 to provide that floor plan fi-
nancing includes the financing of certain 
trailers and campers; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. DAINES, and Mr. TESTER): 

S. 1544. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for payment 
for services of radiologist assistants under 
the Medicare program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Mr. 
BROWN): 

S. 1545. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to ensure the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs permits the display of Battle-
field Crosses in national cemeteries, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Ms. 
WARREN): 

S. 1546. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Transportation to establish a grant program 
for projects to strengthen and protect vul-
nerable infrastructure used during mass 
evacuations, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. COTTON (for himself, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. 
HAWLEY, and Mr. PERDUE): 

S. 1547. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, relating to sentencing of armed 
career criminals; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. TESTER: 
S. 1548. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to modify the rate of tax 
on corporations participating in labor 
lockouts and to prohibit deductions and 
credits for wages and benefits paid to tem-
porary workers during labor knockouts; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. TESTER: 
S. 1549. A bill to amend the Family and 

Medical Leave Act of 1993 to ensure that em-
ployees on leave under the Act maintain 
health coverage during an employer lockout; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH): 

S. 1550. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the work oppor-
tunity credit for certain youth employees, 
and to extend empowerment zones; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH): 

S. 1551. A bill to amend the Workforce In-
novation and Opportunity Act to provide 
funding, on a competitive basis, for summer 
and year-round employment opportunities 
for youth ages 14 through 24; to the Com-

mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WYDEN, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, and Mr. KAINE): 

S. 1552. A bill to decriminalize marijuana, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 63 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from Maine 
(Mr. KING) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 63, a bill to implement the rec-
ommendations of the Joint Select 
Committee on Budget and Appropria-
tions Process Reform. 

S. 91 

At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 91, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize per diem pay-
ments under comprehensive service 
programs for homeless veterans to fur-
nish care to dependents of homeless 
veterans, and for other purposes. 

S. 106 

At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 
names of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) and the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 106, a bill to 
reauthorize and extend funding for 
community health centers and the Na-
tional Health Service Corps. 

S. 151 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES), the Senator from Wyo-
ming (Mr. ENZI) and the Senator from 
Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 151, a bill to deter 
criminal robocall violations and im-
prove enforcement of section 227(b) of 
the Communications Act of 1934, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 237 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 237, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
permit nurse practitioners and physi-
cian assistants to satisfy the docu-
mentation requirement under the 
Medicare program for coverage of cer-
tain shoes for individuals with diabe-
tes. 

S. 249 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Ms. MCSALLY) and the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 249, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of State to develop a strat-
egy to regain observer status for Tai-
wan in the World Health Organization, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 261 

At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the 
names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) and the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) were added as 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:56 May 21, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A20MY6.011 S20MYPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2963 May 20, 2019 
cosponsors of S. 261, a bill to extend 
the authorization of appropriations for 
allocation to carry out approved wet-
lands conservation projects under the 
North American Wetlands Conserva-
tion Act through fiscal year 2024, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 287 

At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 287, a bill to amend the Trade Ex-
pansion Act of 1962 to impose limita-
tions on the authority of the President 
to adjust imports that are determined 
to threaten to impair national secu-
rity, and for other purposes. 

S. 296 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 296, a bill to amend XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to ensure more 
timely access to home health services 
for Medicare beneficiaries under the 
Medicare program. 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 296, supra. 

S. 362 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH), the Senator from North Dakota 
(Mr. HOEVEN), the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN) and the Senator from In-
diana (Mr. BRAUN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 362, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
form taxation of alcoholic beverages. 

S. 436 

At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
the name of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WARNER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 436, a bill to amend title 49, 
United States Code, to require the de-
velopment of public transportation op-
erations safety risk reduction pro-
grams, and for other purposes. 

S. 475 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 475, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to prevent 
catastrophic out-of-pocket spending on 
prescription drugs for seniors and indi-
viduals with disabilities. 

S. 636 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 636, a bill to designate 
Venezuela under section 244 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act to per-
mit nationals of Venezuela to be eligi-
ble for temporary protected status 
under such section. 

S. 711 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from 
Colorado (Mr. GARDNER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 711, a bill to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to expand 
eligibility for mental health services 

from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to include members of the reserve 
components of the Armed Forces, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 734 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) and the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 734, a bill to lever-
age Federal Government procurement 
power to encourage increased cyberse-
curity for Internet of Things devices, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 785 

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 785, a bill to improve mental health 
care provided by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses. 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 785, supra. 

S. 816 

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 
name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 816, a bill to amend the Natural 
Gas Act to expedite approval of exports 
of small volumes of natural gas, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 827 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from Hawaii 
(Ms. HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 827, a bill to designate certain Na-
tional Forest System land and certain 
public land under the jurisdiction of 
the Secretary of the Interior in the 
States of Idaho, Montana, Oregon, 
Washington, and Wyoming as wilder-
ness, wild and scenic rivers, wildland 
recovery areas, and biological con-
necting corridors, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 846 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) and the Senator from 
Maine (Mr. KING) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 846, a bill to amend title 49, 
United States Code, to limit certain 
rolling stock procurements, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 857 

At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 857, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to increase the 
amount of special pension for Medal of 
Honor recipients, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 867 

At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 867, a bill to protect stu-
dents of institutions of higher edu-
cation and the taxpayer investment in 
institutions of higher education by im-
proving oversight and accountability of 
institutions of higher education, par-

ticularly for-profit colleges, improving 
protections for students and borrowers, 
and ensuring the integrity of postsec-
ondary education programs, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 890 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) and the Senator from 
Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 890, a bill to 
authorize the Sergeant at Arms to pro-
tect the personal technology devices 
and accounts of Senators and covered 
employees from cyber attacks and hos-
tile information collection activities, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1004 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1004, a bill to increase the 
number of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection Office of Field Operations 
officers and support staff and to re-
quire reports that identify staffing, in-
frastructure, and equipment needed to 
enhance security at ports of entry. 

S. 1039 
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from 
New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1039, a bill to 
limit the use of funds for kinetic mili-
tary operations in or against Iran. 

S. 1060 
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 

the names of the Senator from Oregon 
(Mr. MERKLEY), the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mr. SASSE), the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. COONS) and the Senator 
from Colorado (Mr. GARDNER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1060, a bill to 
deter foreign interference in United 
States elections, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1123 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1123, a bill to transfer and 
limit Executive Branch authority to 
suspend or restrict the entry of a class 
of aliens. 

S. 1168 
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. SASSE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1168, a bill to amend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 to ensure campus 
access at public institutions of higher 
education for religious groups. 

S. 1186 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1186, a bill to promote de-
mocracy and human rights in Burma, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1191 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1191, a bill to reauthorize sec-
tion 340H of the Public Health Service 
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Act to continue to encourage the ex-
pansion, maintenance, and establish-
ment of approved graduate medical 
residency programs at qualified teach-
ing health centers, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1200 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1200, a bill to create protections 
for depository institutions that provide 
financial services to cannabis-related 
legitimate businesses and service pro-
viders for such businesses, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1223 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1223, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for 
the non-application of Medicare com-
petitive acquisition rates to complex 
rehabilitative wheelchairs and acces-
sories. 

S. 1235 
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 

the names of the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. SCOTT), the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. CARPER), the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD), the 
Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS), 
the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZ-
MAN), the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. 
INHOFE) and the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1235, a bill to require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
coins in commemoration of ratification 
of the 19th Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States, giving 
women in the United States the right 
to vote. 

S. 1263 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the name of the Senator from Nevada 
(Ms. ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1263, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to establish 
an interagency task force on the use of 
public lands to provide medical treat-
ment and therapy to veterans through 
outdoor recreation. 

S. 1279 
At the request of Mr. JONES, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. PERDUE) and the Senator from 
Minnesota (Ms. SMITH) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1279, a bill to reauthor-
ize mandatory funding programs for 
historically Black colleges and univer-
sities and other minority-serving insti-
tutions. 

S. 1298 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, the name of the Senator from 
Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 1298, a bill to amend 
the Financial Stability Act of 2010 to 
include the State insurance commis-
sioner as a voting member of the Fi-
nancial Stability Oversight Council, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1370 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 

(Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL), the Senator 
from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) and 
the Senator from Virginia (Mr. KAINE) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1370, a 
bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to treat certain military 
survivor benefits as earned income for 
purposes of the kiddie tax. 

S. 1414 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1414, a bill to provide bankruptcy 
relief for student borrowers. 

S. 1418 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1418, a bill to establish 
the Strength in Diversity Program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1469 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) and the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1469, a bill to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to prohibit inter-
fering in elections with agents of a for-
eign government. 

S. 1482 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1482, a bill to establish an inte-
grated national approach to respond to 
ongoing and expected effects of ex-
treme weather and climate change by 
protecting, managing, and conserving 
the fish, wildlife, and plants of the 
United States, and to maximize Gov-
ernment efficiency and reduce costs, in 
cooperation with State, local, and 
Tribal governments and other entities, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1508 
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1508, a bill to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to provide en-
hanced penalties for convicted mur-
derers who kill or target America’s 
public safety officers. 

S. 1528 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1528, a bill to amend title 31, 
United States Code, to provide for the 
issuance of Green Bonds and to estab-
lish the United States Green Bank, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1531 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

names of the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 
ERNST), the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) and the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1531, a bill to amend 
the Public Health Service Act to pro-
vide protections for health insurance 
consumers from surprise billing. 

S. 1537 
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 

(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1537, a bill to ensure America’s 
law enforcement officers have access to 
lifesaving equipment needed to defend 
themselves and civilians from attacks 
by terrorists and violent criminals. 

S. RES. 80 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 80, a resolution estab-
lishing the John S. McCain III Human 
Rights Commission. 

S. RES. 135 
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 

names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS), the Senator from 
North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the Sen-
ator from Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), the Sen-
ator from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN) and the 
Senator from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 135, a 
resolution expressing the gratitude and 
appreciation of the Senate for the acts 
of heroism and valor by the members of 
the United States Armed Forces who 
participated in the June 6, 1944, am-
phibious landing at Normandy, France, 
and commending those individuals for 
leadership and bravery in an operation 
that helped bring an end to World War 
II. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself 
and Mr. KAINE): 

S. 1541. A bill to increase the min-
imum age for sale of tobacco products 
to 21; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today, I am introducing Federal legis-
lation to make 21 the new minimum 
age for purchasing any tobacco product 
anywhere in the United States. Let me 
say that again—a new age nationwide 
for purchasing anything classified as a 
tobacco product—cigarettes, e-ciga-
rettes, vapor products, and everything 
else. It shouldn’t be 18 any longer; it 
should be 21, and this legislation will 
make that happen. 

I recognize I might seem like an un-
usual candidate to lead this charge. I 
am the senior Senator from Kentucky. 
I have consistently stood up for our 
Kentucky farmers, including our to-
bacco farmers. I championed the to-
bacco buyout back in 2004. But actually 
my long experience with this subject 
and my commitment to farm families 
are part of what has convinced me that 
now is the right time to do this. I 
would like to say a few words about 
why. 

Tobacco has been deeply intertwined 
in our Nation’s history from the very 
beginning. Native Americans grew it 
and used it before European explorers 
ever arrived. John Rolfe—the famous 
settler who later married Pocahontas— 
kick-started Virginia’s export economy 
using foreign tobacco seeds in 1612. 

By the eve of the Revolution, tobacco 
was a major export and a huge part of 
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