
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2743 May 8, 2019 
By Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Mr. 

COONS): 
S. 1367. A bill to designate Union Station 

in Washington, DC, as ‘‘Harry S. Truman 
Union Station’’; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. BURR: 
S. 1368. A bill to provide for the recogni-

tion of the Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, Mr. CASSIDY, and Mr. 
RUBIO): 

S. 1369. A bill to impose sanctions on indi-
viduals who are complicit in human rights 
abuses committed against nationals of Viet-
nam or their family members, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mr. 
JONES, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. KING, Mr. ISAKSON, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BURR, Mr. TESTER, 
Mr. DAINES, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. COR-
NYN, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. 
COTTON, Mr. BROWN, Mr. JOHNSON, 
Mr. BENNET, Mr. SCOTT of South 
Carolina, Mr. CASEY, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. MENENDEZ, 
Mr. PETERS, and Mr. HOEVEN): 

S. 1370. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to treat certain military 
survivor benefits as earned income for pur-
poses of the kiddie tax; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Ms. 
HIRONO): 

S. 1371. A bill to require the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency to 
conduct a study on the effects of oxybenzone 
and octinoxate on the environment and pub-
lic health, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. CARPER, Mr. TILLIS, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Mr. BURR, Mr. PETERS, Ms. 
HASSAN, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. CANTWELL, 
and Mr. MANCHIN): 

S. 1372. A bill to encourage Federal agen-
cies to expeditiously enter into or amend co-
operative agreements with States for re-
moval and remedial actions to address PFAS 
contamination in drinking, surface, and 
ground water and land surface and sub-
surface strata, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Ms. 
BALDWIN): 

S. 1373. A bill to require the United States 
Postal Service to enter into an agreement 
with U.S. Customs and Border Protection to 
train employees of the Postal Service to 
identify illicit packages; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. MCSALLY (for herself and Mr. 
MURPHY): 

S. 1374. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to eliminate the waiting 
periods for disability insurance benefits and 
Medicare coverage for individuals with meta-
static breast cancer, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. MERKLEY: 
S. 1375. A bill to require the Commissioner 

of Food and Drugs to develop standards for a 
‘‘Reef Safe’’ label for sunscreen; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND): 

S. 1376. A bill to amend parts B and E of 
title IV of the Social Security Act to elimi-

nate barriers to providing child welfare serv-
ices for children and youth in need, to pro-
vide additional resources to implement pro-
grammatic changes necessary to meet the 
requirements of the Family First Prevention 
Services Act, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. HARRIS: 
S. 1377. A bill to incentivize States and lo-

calities to improve access to justice, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. WICKER, 
Mr. LEE, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. ENZI, 
Mr. CRAMER, and Mr. PAUL): 

S. 1378. A bill to repeal the multi-State 
plan program; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. BURR (for himself, Mr. CASEY, 
Mr. ALEXANDER, and Mrs. MURRAY): 

S. 1379. A bill to reauthorize certain pro-
grams under the Public Health Service Act 
and the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act with respect to public health security 
and all-hazards preparedness and response, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Mr. 
DURBIN): 

S. 1380. A bill to amend the Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure to remind prosecutors 
of their obligations under Supreme Court 
case law; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. TILLIS, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. CARPER, Ms. 
ERNST, and Mr. JOHNSON): 

S. Res. 194. A resolution designating July 
30, 2019, as ‘‘National Whistleblower Appre-
ciation Day’’; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

By Mr. COTTON (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. 
HAWLEY, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. 
YOUNG, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. SASSE, and 
Mr. INHOFE): 

S. Res. 195. A resolution opposing the lift-
ing of sanctions imposed with respect to Iran 
without addressing Iran’s nuclear program, 
ballistic missile development, support for 
terrorism, and other destabilizing activities; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. PERDUE (for himself and Mr. 
ISAKSON): 

S. Res. 196. A resolution recognizing the 
American Peanut Shellers Association for a 
century of effective leadership in the peanut 
industry and the beneficial work of the pea-
nut industry in the United States and the 
State of Georgia; considered and agreed to. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. WYDEN, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. 
ROSEN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. BLUNT, Ms. HASSAN, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. BOOZMAN, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WICKER, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. ERNST, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. DAINES, Mr. CASEY, Mr. HOEVEN, 
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. KAINE, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
CARPER, Mr. KING, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
JONES, and Ms. HIRONO): 

S. Res. 197. A resolution recognizing the 
roles and contributions of the teachers of the 
United States in building and enhancing the 

civic, cultural, and economic well-being of 
the United States; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 27 

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 27, a bill to amend the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclama-
tion Act of 1977 to transfer certain 
funds to the 1974 United Mine Workers 
of America Pension Plan, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 151 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY), the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT) and the 
Senator from Virginia (Mr. KAINE) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 151, a 
bill to deter criminal robocall viola-
tions and improve enforcement of sec-
tion 227(b) of the Communications Act 
of 1934, and for other purposes. 

S. 172 

At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 172, a bill to delay the re-
imposition of the annual fee on health 
insurance providers until after 2021. 

S. 178 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
178, a bill to condemn gross human 
rights violations of ethnic Turkic Mus-
lims in Xinjiang, and calling for an end 
to arbitrary detention, torture, and 
harassment of these communities in-
side and outside China. 

S. 289 

At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 289, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
support rural residency training fund-
ing that is equitable for all States, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 433 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 433, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to improve 
home health payment reforms under 
the Medicare program. 

S. 500 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 500, a bill to amend title 
54, United States Code, to establish, 
fund, and provide for the use of 
amounts in a National Park Service 
Legacy Restoration Fund to address 
the maintenance backlog of the Na-
tional Park Service, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 566 

At the request of Mr. JONES, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
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of S. 566, a bill to amend the Securities 
and Exchange Act of 1934 to expand ac-
cess to capital for rural-area small 
businesses, and for other purposes. 

S. 679 

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) and the Senator from Ari-
zona (Ms. MCSALLY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 679, a bill to exempt from 
the calculation of monthly income cer-
tain benefit paid by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and the Department 
of Defense. 

S. 684 

At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the 
names of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) and the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 684, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to repeal the excise tax on high- 
cost employer-sponsored health cov-
erage. 

S. 743 

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 743, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the soldiers of the 
5307th Composite Unit (Provisional), 
commonly known as ‘‘Merrill’s Ma-
rauders’’, in recognition of their brav-
ery and outstanding service in the jun-
gles of Burma during World War II. 

S. 803 

At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 
name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 803, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to restore in-
centives for investments in qualified 
improvement property. 

S. 846 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER), the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY), the Senator 
from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the Senator 
from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) and 
the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
HAWLEY) were added as cosponsors of S. 
846, a bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to limit certain rolling 
stock procurements, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 851 

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 851, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of Labor to issue an occupa-
tional safety and health standard that 
requires covered employers within the 
health care and social service indus-
tries to develop and implement a com-
prehensive workplace violence preven-
tion plan, and for other purposes. 

S. 852 

At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 
Carolina, the names of the Senator 
from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT) and the 
Senator from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO) were added as cosponsors of S. 
852, a bill to provide for the consider-
ation of a definition of anti-Semitism 

for the enforcement of Federal anti-
discrimination laws concerning edu-
cation programs or activities. 

S. 901 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 901, a bill to amend the Older 
Americans Act of 1965 to support indi-
viduals with younger onset Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

S. 951 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 951, a bill to promote registered 
apprenticeships, including registered 
apprenticeships within in-demand in-
dustry sectors, through the support of 
workforce intermediaries, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 997 
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 997, a bill to recognize and 
honor the service of individuals who 
served in the United States Cadet 
Nurse Corps during World War II, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 998 
At the request of Mr. HAWLEY, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 998, a bill to amend the 
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968 to expand support 
for police officer family services, stress 
reduction, and suicide prevention, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1034 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1034, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to increase the 
maximum age for children eligible for 
medical care under the CHAMPVA pro-
gram, and for other purposes. 

S. 1046 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1046, a bill to establish the Office 
of Internet Connectivity and Growth, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1195 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the names of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Senator 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1195, a bill to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to 
clarify presumption relating to the ex-
posure of certain veterans who served 
in the vicinity of the Republic of Viet-
nam, and for other purposes. 

S. 1201 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1201, a bill to amend the 
fossil energy research and development 
provisions of the Energy Policy Act of 
2005 to enhance fossil fuel technology, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1208 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) and the Senator 
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1208, a bill to 
amend the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 with respect to 
payments to certain public safety offi-
cers who have become permanently and 
totally disabled as a result of personal 
injuries sustained in the line of duty, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1231 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from 
North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1231, a bill to reau-
thorize the Bulletproof Vest Partner-
ship Grant Program. 

S. 1246 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1246, a bill to extend the protections of 
the Fair Housing Act to persons suf-
fering discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation or gender identity, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1306 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1306, a bill to amend the National 
Labor Relations Act, the Labor Man-
agement Relations Act, 1947, and the 
Labor-Management Reporting and Dis-
closure Act of 1959, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1335 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from Texas (Mr. COR-
NYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1335, a bill to eliminate the Bureau of 
Consumer Financial Protection. 

S. 1337 
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 

names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Ms. HARRIS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1337, a bill to amend title 
18, United States Code, to establish an 
Office of Correctional Education, and 
for other purposes. 

S. RES. 98 
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 

the name of the Senator from Arizona 
(Ms. MCSALLY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 98, a resolution estab-
lishing the Congressional Gold Star 
Family Fellowship Program for the 
placement in offices of Senators of 
children, spouses, and siblings of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who are hos-
tile casualties or who have died from a 
training-related injury. 

S. RES. 120 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mr. SASSE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 120, a resolution op-
posing efforts to delegitimize the State 
of Israel and the Global Boycott, Di-
vestment, and Sanctions Movement 
targeting Israel. 
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S. RES. 184 

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. RUBIO) and the Senator 
from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 184, a 
resolution condemning the Easter Sun-
day terrorist attacks in Sri Lanka, of-
fering sincere condolences to the vic-
tims, to their families and friends, and 
to the people and nation of Sri Lanka, 
and expressing solidarity and support 
for Sri Lanka. 

S. RES. 188 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 188, a resolution encouraging a 
swift transfer of power by the military 
to a civilian-led political authority in 
the Republic of the Sudan, and for 
other purposes. 

S. RES. 189 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the 

names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES) and the Senator from Alas-
ka (Ms. MURKOWSKI) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 189, a resolution 
condemning all forms of antisemitism. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Ms. SMITH (for herself, Mr. 
HEINRICH, Mr. KAINE, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. SCHATZ): 

S. 1359. A bill to amend the Public 
Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 
to establish a market-oriented stand-
ard for clean electric energy genera-
tion, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, climate 
change is the existential challenge of 
our time. I know this because this is 
what the science says. I know this be-
cause I have seen the impacts of cli-
mate change in my State. I know this 
because it is what our children who 
will live with the consequences of a 
changing climate tell us. In a recent 
poll, half of Americans age 18 to 29 de-
scribe climate change as a ‘‘crisis that 
demands urgent action.’’ 

Today I rise to discuss how the clean 
energy revolution can be the way we 
fight climate change and the way we 
create jobs and opportunity. Col-
leagues, in this global challenge, the 
United States can lead or we can fol-
low. I want us to lead. 

This morning, as a Senator from an 
agricultural and high-tech State from 
the Upper Midwest, I have joined with 
Representative BEN RAY LUJÁN, who 
represents the great State of New Mex-
ico, a State with significant oil and gas 
resources, to introduce the Clean En-
ergy Standard Act of 2019. Our legisla-
tion would dramatically expand clean 
electricity and put the United States 
on a path to net zero greenhouse gas 
emissions from the electric sector by 
the middle of the century, including a 
nearly 80-percent reduction in emis-
sions by 2035 compared to 2005. 

Not so long ago, the United States 
was a global leader in tackling climate 
change. President Obama took strong 
action to remove carbon emissions 
from cars. He advanced the Clean 
Power Plan to significantly reduce 
emissions in the electric sector, and he 
provided the essential leadership that 
led to adoption of the international 
Paris climate agreement, which com-
mits the countries of the world to col-
lectively hold global warming to well 
below 2 degrees Celsius. 

Unfortunately, our current President 
has moved unilaterally to undo these 
actions, as if we can bury our heads in 
the sand and ignore the reality that a 
warming climate threatens our health, 
it threatens our financial stability, and 
it threatens our very existence. I re-
gret to say it, but for the most part, 
the Republican-led Congress has gone 
along with President Trump as he has 
ceded U.S. leadership on climate and 
clean energy to our competitors. 

The result of this? Our global com-
petitors are happy to dominate in this 
field. This is, I think, quite interesting. 
China has more than twice as much 
wind power as the United States, and 
in 2018, China beat the United States 
on new wind installations by more 
than 3 to 1. Half of all new solar instal-
lations in the world last year happened 
in China. Here at home, President 
Trump’s policies caused the solar en-
ergy industry to shed 20,000 jobs as the 
United States lags in fourth place on 
installed solar energy. 

Fortunately, while Washington wav-
ers, there is a groundswell of support 
for the clean energy revolution at the 
local level. When President Trump 
moved against the Paris climate agree-
ment, Americans responded with the 
‘‘We Are Still In’’ campaign. Churches, 
Tribes, mayors, county executives, and 
campus leaders led the way. States fol-
lowed and took action. Last week, the 
U.S. House of Representatives pledged 
and passed legislation to renew our 
commitment to the Paris Agreement. 

There are now over 100 cities around 
the country which have committed to 
clean or renewable energy. Four States 
and the District of Columbia have poli-
cies that will get them to net zero 
emissions by mid-century. Several 
more are moving in that direction. In 
my home State, Minnesota’s Governor, 
Tim Walz, has a plan for 100 percent 
carbon-free electricity by 2050. That 
bill passed the Minnesota House by a 
74-to-59 vote. Minnesota Senate, it is 
now your turn. To my colleagues in the 
Senate, it is our turn as well. 

I believe the best ideas come from 
people working at the local level to 
solve problems, and I also think the 
best ideas that can get done are those 
that bring people together across re-
gional differences, political ideology, 
and their own life experiences. That is 
how our bill, the Clean Energy Stand-
ard Act of 2019, came to be. It builds on 
what is already working at the local 
level. 

As a clean energy standard, it has a 
bipartisan history. Back when Repub-

licans and Democrats were working to-
gether on bills to reduce carbon pollu-
tion—all the way back in 2009 through 
2012—clean energy standard bills like 
this one had both Democratic and Re-
publican cosponsors. This bill today is 
supported by labor groups, by environ-
mental groups, and by utilities—an un-
likely but strong coalition in these 
days of divisive politics. 

The basics of this plan are simple. 
First, let’s start where electric utili-
ties are and then improve from there. 
We know many electric utilities are 
shifting to renewables and clean energy 
because it is the most cost-competitive 
thing for them to do and because it is 
what their customers want, but we also 
know that each utility is going to start 
from a different place in terms of the 
amount of clean energy it already sells. 

Let’s start there. Our bill recognizes 
these regional differences and then 
asks each utility to improve from 
where they are. One size does not fit 
all. On the one hand, States like Idaho 
and Washington are blessed with abun-
dant hydropower and already produce 
over 80 percent of their electricity 
from carbon-free sources. On the other 
hand, four of our united States get less 
than 10 percent of their electricity 
from carbon-free generation. Our bill 
asks each utility to start from where 
they are and improve from there. 

Utilities that start with a low 
amount of clean energy are asked to 
grow quickly, but they slow down as 
they reach very high levels of net zero 
emission electricity. The plan recog-
nizes also that rural co-ops and munic-
ipal utilities face unique challenges, 
and we accommodate that. 

The second thing about this plan is 
this: Let’s be ambitious. Science tells 
us that we need to achieve net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by the second 
half of this century if we are to avoid 
the worst consequences of climate 
change. We desperately need some can- 
do American spirit and ingenuity here, 
not nay-saying. 

This bill is ambitious. It would result 
in expected electric sector emission re-
ductions of nearly 80 percent by 2035 
compared to 2005 benchmarks. If the 
cost curve bends faster and the clean 
energy transition turns out to be even 
cheaper, reductions will happen even 
faster. 

Third, let’s be open to all solutions 
for a clean energy future. Addressing 
the challenges of climate change isn’t 
easy, and there is no one solution. We 
need to be open to all ideas and all ap-
proaches so long as they actually re-
duce carbon emissions. If we want an 
electric system that is not only zero 
emissions but also reliable, resilient, 
and affordable, we can’t afford to rule 
out any technologies in advance. 

None of us knows in 2019 what is 
going to be the best way to run a reli-
able, affordable net zero emissions 
electric system in 2050. What we do 
know is that we need to create strong 
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