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are fine young people whom we should 
be very proud of and should not be 
talking about deporting them. 

DACA gave these young people a shot 
at the American dream, and having 
been given that opportunity, they 
seized it and they are excelling and 
contributing to our country—to their 
country—in so many ways. With 91 per-
cent of DACA recipients in the work-
force, they play an important role in 
our economy. Many hundreds of 
Dreamers have taken up the call to 
serve in our Armed Forces. Can my col-
leagues imagine a young Dreamer now 
serving in the Armed Forces, putting 
his or her life on the line to defend this 
country, and then reading about Mem-
bers of Congress who think we should 
deport them? How outrageous is that? 

Furthermore, there are some 20,000 
DACA recipients who are currently 
teaching in our schools. We desperately 
need good teachers, and 20,000 DACA 
recipients are doing just that. 

Yet, because of President Trump’s 
cruel decision to rescind the DACA 
Program, as well as the Republican- 
controlled Congress’s failure to act, 
these young people’s lives and liveli-
hoods have been thrown into chaos and 
uncertainty. 

It is our job to enact a legislative fix 
now. The President has called for a fix. 
The vast majority of the people of this 
country want to see a fix. A fix is im-
portant to our national security. It is 
the right thing to do. Let us do it. 

I am, however, very concerned that 
President Trump is using the 800,000 
Dreamers as a bargaining chip to force 
the taxpayers of this country to pay for 
an $18 billion wall. Now, some may re-
member that during his campaign for 
President, Donald Trump told the 
American people that it was the Mexi-
can Government that would be paying 
for the wall. Well, it turns out that it 
didn’t quite work out that way, and 
now it is the taxpayers of this country 
who are supposed to pay for a wall. 

Let me be as clear as I can be. We 
cannot and we must not hold the lives 
of 800,000 young Dreamers hostage in 
order to fund a wall that the vast ma-
jority of the American people oppose. 
We cannot and we must not allow Don-
ald Trump to shut down the govern-
ment to fund this wall, but that, it ap-
pears, may very well be—for whatever 
reason—what Donald Trump wants. 

Let me remind my colleagues what 
Donald Trump said last August at a 
rally in Arizona, the Presiding Officer’s 
home State: ‘‘Believe me, if we have to 
close down our government, we’re 
building that wall.’’ August 22, 2017, 
Donald J. Trump. 

Now, I do not know why Donald 
Trump may be pushing for a govern-
ment shutdown. Maybe he thinks it 
will work well for him or work well for 
the Republican Party politically. I 
have no idea, but I do know that the 
idea of a government shutdown is a 
very bad idea. Maybe Republicans will 
gain from it, maybe Democrats will po-
litically gain from it. I do not have a 

clue. What I do know is, the American 
people will lose from a government 
shutdown, and, in a bipartisan manner, 
we must do everything we can to pre-
vent that shutdown. 

A shutdown would harm tens of mil-
lions of Americans who would be un-
able to access vital government serv-
ices; it would disrupt the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands, or more, Federal 
employees who depend upon a check to 
provide for their families; and, in fact, 
it would endanger members of the U.S. 
military who are putting their lives on 
the line to defend our country. 

The U.S. Congress has a responsi-
bility to the American people to pre-
vent a government shutdown and to 
work in a bipartisan manner to reach a 
budget agreement that is fair and that 
addresses the very serious problems 
facing not only DACA recipients but 
the working people of our country. 

So I say to my Republican col-
leagues, you control the White House, 
you control the U.S. House, and you 
control the U.S. Senate. You have a re-
sponsibility to govern. 

For President Trump and the Repub-
lican leadership to allow DACA to ex-
pire without a new program in place is 
not only a failure to govern, it is an 
act of extraordinary cruelty. 

We know President Trump wants to 
build a wall, I guess somewhat like the 
Great Wall of China. The problem is, 
building walls may have made sense in 
the 14th century, but I would inform 
the President that technology has 
somewhat changed since then, and our 
job is to provide strong border security 
in the most cost-effective way we can, 
and that way is not building a wall. 
Ironically, while the President wants 
to spend $18 billion to build a wall, he 
is taking money away from other far 
more important and effective border 
security measures. 

Let me quote from an article that ap-
peared in today’s New York Times: 

The Trump administration would cut or 
delay funding for border surveillance, radar 
technology, patrol boats and customs agents 
in its upcoming spending plan to curb illegal 
immigration—all proven security measures 
that officials and experts have said are more 
effective than building a wall along the 
Mexican border. 

The wall also has become a bargaining chip 
in negotiations with Congress as lawmakers 
seek to prevent nearly 800,000 young undocu-
mented immigrants from being deported. 

But security experts said the president’s 
focus on a border wall ignores the constantly 
evolving nature of terrorism immigration 
and drug trafficking. 

In other words, if we want strong bor-
der security, if we want to keep people 
out of this country who should not be 
coming into this country, if we want to 
keep drugs out of this country, build-
ing a wall is not the most cost-effective 
way. It may have been a great idea in 
the 14th century in China when they 
built their Great Wall, but it is not a 
great idea in 2018, in the United States 
of America. 

So let me just conclude by saying, we 
are at a very important moment in his-

tory. If we do not do the right thing, if 
we do not do the moral thing, if we 
allow some 800,000 young people—peo-
ple who have spent virtually their en-
tire lives in this country, who know no 
other country, who see the United 
States of America as their home—if we 
betray them, if we take away their 
legal status, if we allow them to be de-
ported, this will be a moral stain on 
this country that will never ever be 
wiped out. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Indiana. 
HEALTHCARE 

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President, for 
the past decade, health policy, unfortu-
nately, has proven to be one of the 
most bitterly partisan issues. It 
doesn’t have to be this way. 

I want to take a few minutes to dis-
cuss some health-related issues that 
Congress left unfinished before the 
holidays: providing relief from the 
medical device tax, reauthorizing the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program, 
funding for community health centers, 
and doing more to address the opioid 
crisis. Each has strong bipartisan sup-
port and could provide help to our con-
stituents now. 

First, many of us, on both sides of 
the aisle, agree on the need to provide 
relief from the medical device tax, 
which went back into effect on Janu-
ary 1. The medical device tax is one of 
these issues that leaves most Hoosiers 
scratching their heads. First adopted 
as part of the Affordable Care Act, the 
device tax was one of the few issues Re-
publicans and Democrats agreed needed 
to be fixed, and in 2015, with bipartisan 
support, President Obama enacted a 2- 
year suspension of the tax. 

The argument was really pretty sim-
ple. The medical device tax was mak-
ing it harder for innovative companies 
to invest in the research and develop-
ment of new technologies, and, in the 
process, we were stifling job creation. 
If there was a question as to whether 
this was the case, the last 2 years pro-
vided evidence. When we agreed to sus-
pend the tax in 2016 and 2017, manufac-
turers used that additional money to 
hire new workers, invest in research 
and technologies, and continue pro-
ducing innovative, lifesaving products 
in the United States. 

For example, Zimmer Biomet, 
headquartered in Warsaw, IN, my home 
State, used the money from the device 
tax suspension to invest in new innova-
tion to improve musculoskeletal 
health across the world. They were also 
able to upgrade their manufacturing 
equipment and facilities. Perhaps more 
importantly, these investments not 
only supported existing jobs, but they 
also helped to create new jobs—new, 
good-paying jobs. 

Yet, despite this evidence, despite 
this strong bipartisan support for re-
peal, and despite a wide-ranging pack-
age of changes to the Tax Code becom-
ing law in recent days, Congress has 
failed to address the medical device 
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tax, which went back into place on 
January 1. 

As we again discuss the policy prior-
ities that were left unaddressed in 2017, 
I strongly urge my colleagues to work 
with me to quickly and meaningfully 
address the medical device tax. This 
would allow these innovative compa-
nies to make the long-term invest-
ments that not only lead to life-chang-
ing technologies but support thousands 
of high-paying jobs across the country, 
including in my home State of Indiana. 

Another issue that has garnered bi-
partisan support is a healthcare pro-
gram that covers millions of our chil-
dren. We must reauthorize the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program—also 
known as CHIP—that expired in Sep-
tember. 

I have long supported the CHIP pro-
gram. It provides health coverage for 
millions of kids, including nearly 
115,000 children from Indiana. I am not 
alone in my support for this program. 
The fact is, CHIP has had strong bipar-
tisan support for the past 20 years, and 
Democrats and Republicans in both the 
Senate and the House have shown they 
support a 5-year reauthorization of the 
program. That gives States the cer-
tainty they need to plan their budgets 
and provide high-quality care to these 
children. 

Despite this shared commitment for 
the program and agreement on the 
need for a long-term reauthorization, 
we were only able to fund the program 
through March before Congress de-
parted for the holidays. This short- 
term extension bought some time, but 
according to the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services—CMS—some 
States will start running out of money 
after January 19. This means families 
and States will very soon face the 
harmful consequences of congressional 
inaction. 

Just last week, the Congressional 
Budget Office said that funding the 
CHIP program for the next 5 years will 
cost significantly less than previous es-
timates. This program is vital to our 
families and vital to our children. We 
should reauthorize the CHIP program 
right away. 

Like the CHIP program, community 
health centers have enjoyed long bipar-
tisan support for the high-quality care 
they provide to our families. Also, like 
CHIP, the funding for community 
health centers expired on September 
30, leaving many health centers across 
Indiana worried about if they will have 
the resources they need to continue to 
serve Hoosiers. 

We have the ability to work together 
now to ensure that our community 
health centers can continue to provide 
cost-effective, high-quality healthcare 
to people all across the country. 

Finally, we have demonstrated a 
common desire to address the needs of 
the opioid and drug abuse crisis. It is a 
scourge. It took the lives of 63,000 peo-
ple just in 2016—63,000 of our brothers 
and sisters, our husbands and wives, 
our sons and daughters. It is a heart-

break that is crushing the entire coun-
try. 

I welcomed President Trump’s dec-
laration of a public health emergency, 
and both Republican and Democratic 
Senators have highlighted the need for 
Congress to do even more to help those 
struggling with addiction. 

Like many other States, the opioid 
epidemic has been particularly dev-
astating in underserved areas in Indi-
ana that lack adequate treatment pro-
viders. 

Senator MURKOWSKI and I have 
partnered on a bipartisan bill that 
would encourage addiction treatment 
professionals to serve in underserved 
areas by making addiction treatment 
facilities eligible for National Health 
Service Corps student loan repayment 
and forgiveness. 

We can show our commitment to in-
creasing access to treatment by reau-
thorizing the National Health Service 
Corps program, which expired in Sep-
tember. We also must recognize that a 
meaningful response to the opioid cri-
sis will require robust and meaningful 
funding to help our communities as 
soon as possible. 

I have often said that most people 
think Congress can do something to 
help make life better—to provide work-
ing parents with the peace of mind that 
their children can grow up healthy and 
to instill confidence in our commu-
nities so that they will have the tools 
they need to respond to this heart-
breaking crisis. At the very least, Con-
gress should not make this situation 
worse. 

By failing to take action in 2017, 
medical device companies are once 
again paying a counterproductive tax 
that inhibits growth in Indiana. 

On all of these issues—medical device 
taxes, our families and our children 
and this opioid crisis, community 
health centers—we can work together 
as Democrats, as Republicans, but 
more than either of those, as Ameri-
cans to make sure that our families 
can get decent healthcare, to make 
sure that no one else dies because of 
this terrible opioid scourge we are 
dealing with. These are critically im-
portant issues. These are issues that 
know no political party, that know no 
special agenda. What we do know is 
that we need this Congress, this Sen-
ate, to deal with them now. 

Mr. President, I yield back. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

JOHNSON). The Senator from North Da-
kota. 
CONGRATULATING THE NORTH DAKOTA STATE 

UNIVERSITY BISON FOOTBALL TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE FCS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I will be 

subbmitting a resolution in the U.S. 
Senate honoring the North Dakota 
State University Bison football team, 
who just won their sixth national 
championship in 7 years. 

Mr. President, I know you are a foot-
ball fan, so you can truly appreciate 
what a fantastic achievement that is. 
What NDSU has accomplished over the 

last 7 seasons is absolutely extraor-
dinary. With our victory on Saturday, 
the Bison have now won six national 
football championship series division I 
national titles in 7 years. That ties 
them for the most of all time. Also, in 
each of the past 7 years, they have won 
or shared the top spot in the Missouri 
Valley Football Conference champion-
ship. 

We also want to congratulate the 
James Madison University Dukes on an 
outstanding year. We had five cham-
pionships in a row. The Dukes managed 
to beat us last year in a semifinal 
game, and we came back and avenged 
that loss in a thrilling championship 
game in Frisco, TX. It went down to 
the final play. It was a very, very ex-
citing game. 

Winning a national championship is 
not easy, and this success, reflected 
both on and off the field, is earned 
through hard work and dedication. We 
recognize and congratulate all of the 
incredible players and Coach Klieman 
and his tremendous coaching staff, who 
put in countless hours of practice and 
preparation. 

We also recognize the importance of 
good leadership from athletic director 
Matt Larsen, NDSU president Dean 
Bresciani, and everyone at NDSU, all 
the coaches and the staff, team mem-
bers, and really everybody who is part 
of Bison Nation. North Dakotans travel 
with our team. They show up in Bison 
Nation, and their cheering and sup-
porting our great team is a huge part 
of our incredible victories. 

We congratulate Easton Stick, the 
quarterback, for achieving MVP honors 
and leading a tremendous offensive ef-
fort by the Bison and also Nick 
DeLuca, middle linebacker, for leading 
an incredible defensive effort. These 
were two tremendous defenses—James 
Madison and North Dakota State 
Bison—fast, strong, and it was a thrill-
ing game and fun to watch. 

I want to compliment James Madison 
not only on their program but on all 
their fans and supporters—a real class 
act. I am very impressed with James 
Madison University—their students, 
their team, and all of their alumni, 
who also turned out in force for what 
was a tremendous game in Frisco, TX. 

With that, I submit this resolution to 
the U.S. Senate honoring the North Da-
kota State Bison. 

Mr. President, I have just one other 
thing to say: Go Bison. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AMERICAN FARM BUREAU FEDERATION 
CONVENTION AND NAFTA 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I was 
fortunate enough this week to attend 
the American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion’s annual convention in Nashville, 
where I had the opportunity to head-
line a discussion of the farm bill, along 
with my colleague from Kansas on the 
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