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staffer in the drafting and passage of
key pieces of pension and savings legis-
lation, including the Retirement En-
hancement and Savings Act, which pro-
vided a number of key reforms to our
Nation’s retirement savings system,
and the ABLE Act, which provided sav-
ings enhancements for children with
disabilities and their families.

Preston’s knowledge of tax policy
and ERISA issues is unsurpassed. I was
not the only one to benefit from and
rely upon his expertise. Indeed, the en-
tire Finance Committee relied on Pres-
ton whenever these types of issues
came up because, once again, there just
aren’t many people in Washington with
that particular focus and expertise.

I wish Preston good luck in his new
position at the Labor Department and
thank him for the work he performed
on the committee. I am confident his
expertise, as well as his open-minded
and inclusive approach, will help im-
prove the situations of workers and
families across the country. I can
think of no one more capable to serve
in this important capacity.

As you can see, I have been fortunate
to have worked with some excellent
staffers in recent years—well, really
throughout my whole service in the
Senate. That has been true of my en-
tire time at the Senate.

Of course, I have many great staffers
still working in the Senate, both in the
Finance Committee and in my personal
office. I am grateful for each of them
as well. I am very fortunate to have
them with me as we have some impor-
tant work ahead of us.

The Finance Committee’s current
workload is, quite honestly, mind-bog-
gling. There is much to do over the
next several months. I will have more
to say on that in the coming days. For
now, I will simply say, I look forward
to working with my colleagues and
staff on the vitally important tasks
that lie ahead.

With that, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
FLAKE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

DACA

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak on behalf of nearly
800,000 Dreamers, young people who
were brought to this country as chil-
dren who today are living in fear and
uncertainty. As a result of the Trump
administration’s decision to end the
DACA Program, these young people are
at risk of losing their legal status and,
in fact, face deportation from the only
home that most of them have ever
known, and that home is the United
States of America.

This is one of the great moral issues
of our time, and it is an issue that
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must be dealt with now as part of the
budget negotiations. It cannot be
kicked down the road any longer. We
must pass the Dream Act now as part
of the current budget negotiations.

In the last 6 years since the DACA
Program was established, these young
people—again, people who were
brought to this country as infants, in
many cases—were finally able to
breathe a sigh of relief. For the first
time in their lives, they could walk the
streets of this country without fear,
without worrying about being arrested,
without worrying about being de-
ported. Think about what it means to
live in this country every single day
knowing that, at any moment, you
could be arrested or deported. What
DACA finally did is to give these
800,000 young people a legal status and
a protection so they could go out and
work, so they could go to school, and
so they could serve in the U.S. military
without fear.

As we all know, tragically, on Sep-
tember 5, 2017, President Trump an-
nounced the end of the DACA Program
through Executive order. President
Obama had established it through Ex-
ecutive order, and President Trump
ended it through Executive order. In
his announcement, President Trump
noted:

I look forward to working with Repub-
licans and Democrats in Congress to finally
address all of these issues. As I have said be-
fore, we will resolve the DACA issue with
heart and compassion, but through the law-
ful democratic process. It is now time for
Congress to act.

That is Donald Trump.

The President was right. It is time
for Congress to act. It is time for Con-
gress to not kick the can down the
road.

Our Republican President, Mr.
Trump, told the Republican-led Con-
gress to get to work on a DACA fix, and
I say today to the Republican leader-
ship: Let’s do it. Let’s do it now. That
is what President Trump asked you to
do. Listen to him, and let’s do it—not
next month, not in March, but right
now—as part of the budget agreement.

People are working on this issue now.
We can come to a consensus. We can
pass the Dream Act if there is a polit-
ical will to do it.

Let us also be very clear. Despite
what some have said, this is an urgent
matter that must be addressed now.
Since President Trump rescinded the
DACA Program in September, more
than 15,000 Dreamers have already lost
their DACA status and are now subject
to deportation. Each day the Congress
does not act, 122 people lose their
DACA protections, and 851 people each
and every week. This is a matter of ur-
gency, and we have to act accordingly.

But I want to assure my Republican
colleagues that not only is this the
right thing to do from a moral perspec-
tive and from an economic perspective,
but it is also exactly what the Amer-
ican people want. Nobody here is ask-
ing anybody in the Senate to rise up
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and to be extraordinarily brave and
courageous. Why don’t you just do
what the American people want us to
do? No profiles in courage are needed
now. Poll after poll has shown that the
overwhelming majority of the Amer-
ican people want to provide legal sta-
tus to the Dreamers and to protect
them from deportation. From a polit-
ical perspective, this is not a difficult
decision.

A Washington Post-ABC poll from
September 2017, a few months ago,
found that 86 percent of Americans
support allowing Dreamers to stay in
the United States. So 86 percent of the
American people support providing
legal status to Dreamers. This is not a
tough political decision.

Another recent poll conducted by
Quinnipiac found that 77 percent of
voters and 65 percent of Republicans
support legislation to protect Dream-
ers and provide them an opportunity to
work, to go to school, and to pursue a
pathway to citizenship.

Another poll conducted by CNN last
month found that by an 83-percent to
13-percent margin, Americans support
efforts to allow Dreamers to remain in
the United States instead of facing po-
tential deportation. Only 15 percent be-
lieved that Dreamers should be de-

ported.
Passing the Dream Act is also in our
national security interests. Former

Secretary of Defense Robert Gates re-
cently noted:

The United States faces extraordinary se-
curity challenges that are placing growing
pressure on our Armed Forces. That is why
we need legislation that will provide a path-
way to citizenship for those immigrants who,
among other attributes, are serving or have
served in the military, whether they are in
America legally or were brought here ille-
gally as children.

That is former Secretary of Defense
Robert Gates.

In addition, just last week three
former Secretaries of Homeland Secu-
rity wrote to House and Senate leader-
ship expressing both their strong sup-
port for a DACA fix and for the ur-
gency of acting now. Secretaries
Chertoff, Napolitano, and Johnson
warned of the need for Congress to act
immediately and emphasized how the
agency needs time to implement a new
program. Without it, they caution that
the delay will sow uncertainty in the
business community and drive undocu-
mented individuals further into the
shadows, with immediate deportation
looming for tens of thousands every
single month.

Let us be very clear that when we
talk about the DACA Program and
when we talk about these young people
receiving legal status, these young peo-
ple are vetted, they pay a fee, and the
vast majority of them are now at jobs
important to our economy. They are in
school or they are in the military. In
order to get DACA status, they could
not be convicted of a felony or a sig-
nificant misdemeanor or pose a threat
to national security or public safety.
As almost everybody recognizes, these
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are fine young people whom we should
be very proud of and should not be
talking about deporting them.

DACA gave these young people a shot
at the American dream, and having
been given that opportunity, they
seized it and they are excelling and
contributing to our country—to their
country—in so many ways. With 91 per-
cent of DACA recipients in the work-
force, they play an important role in
our economy. Many hundreds of
Dreamers have taken up the call to
serve in our Armed Forces. Can my col-
leagues imagine a young Dreamer now
serving in the Armed Forces, putting
his or her life on the line to defend this
country, and then reading about Mem-
bers of Congress who think we should
deport them? How outrageous is that?

Furthermore, there are some 20,000
DACA recipients who are currently
teaching in our schools. We desperately
need good teachers, and 20,000 DACA
recipients are doing just that.

Yet, because of President Trump’s
cruel decision to rescind the DACA
Program, as well as the Republican-
controlled Congress’s failure to act,
these young people’s lives and liveli-
hoods have been thrown into chaos and
uncertainty.

It is our job to enact a legislative fix
now. The President has called for a fix.
The vast majority of the people of this
country want to see a fix. A fix is im-
portant to our national security. It is
the right thing to do. Let us do it.

I am, however, very concerned that
President Trump is using the 800,000
Dreamers as a bargaining chip to force
the taxpayers of this country to pay for
an $18 billion wall. Now, some may re-
member that during his campaign for
President, Donald Trump told the
American people that it was the Mexi-
can Government that would be paying
for the wall. Well, it turns out that it
didn’t quite work out that way, and
now it is the taxpayers of this country
who are supposed to pay for a wall.

Let me be as clear as I can be. We
cannot and we must not hold the lives
of 800,000 young Dreamers hostage in
order to fund a wall that the vast ma-
jority of the American people oppose.
We cannot and we must not allow Don-
ald Trump to shut down the govern-
ment to fund this wall, but that, it ap-
pears, may very well be—for whatever
reason—what Donald Trump wants.

Let me remind my colleagues what
Donald Trump said last August at a
rally in Arizona, the Presiding Officer’s
home State: ‘‘Believe me, if we have to
close down our government, we’re
building that wall.” August 22, 2017,
Donald J. Trump.

Now, I do not know why Donald
Trump may be pushing for a govern-
ment shutdown. Maybe he thinks it
will work well for him or work well for
the Republican Party politically. I
have no idea, but I do know that the
idea of a government shutdown is a
very bad idea. Maybe Republicans will
gain from it, maybe Democrats will po-
litically gain from it. I do not have a
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clue. What I do know is, the American
people will lose from a government
shutdown, and, in a bipartisan manner,
we must do everything we can to pre-
vent that shutdown.

A shutdown would harm tens of mil-
lions of Americans who would be un-
able to access vital government serv-
ices; it would disrupt the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands, or more, Federal
employees who depend upon a check to
provide for their families; and, in fact,
it would endanger members of the U.S.
military who are putting their lives on
the line to defend our country.

The U.S. Congress has a responsi-
bility to the American people to pre-
vent a government shutdown and to
work in a bipartisan manner to reach a
budget agreement that is fair and that
addresses the very serious problems
facing not only DACA recipients but
the working people of our country.

So I say to my Republican col-
leagues, you control the White House,
you control the U.S. House, and you
control the U.S. Senate. You have a re-
sponsibility to govern.

For President Trump and the Repub-
lican leadership to allow DACA to ex-
pire without a new program in place is
not only a failure to govern, it is an
act of extraordinary cruelty.

We know President Trump wants to
build a wall, I guess somewhat like the
Great Wall of China. The problem is,
building walls may have made sense in
the 14th century, but I would inform
the President that technology has
somewhat changed since then, and our
job is to provide strong border security
in the most cost-effective way we can,
and that way is not building a wall.
Ironically, while the President wants
to spend $18 billion to build a wall, he
is taking money away from other far
more important and effective border
security measures.

Let me quote from an article that ap-
peared in today’s New York Times:

The Trump administration would cut or
delay funding for border surveillance, radar
technology, patrol boats and customs agents
in its upcoming spending plan to curb illegal
immigration—all proven security measures
that officials and experts have said are more
effective than building a wall along the
Mexican border.

The wall also has become a bargaining chip
in negotiations with Congress as lawmakers
seek to prevent nearly 800,000 young undocu-
mented immigrants from being deported.

But security experts said the president’s
focus on a border wall ignores the constantly
evolving nature of terrorism immigration
and drug trafficking.

In other words, if we want strong bor-
der security, if we want to keep people
out of this country who should not be
coming into this country, if we want to
keep drugs out of this country, build-
ing a wall is not the most cost-effective
way. It may have been a great idea in
the 14th century in China when they
built their Great Wall, but it is not a
great idea in 2018, in the United States
of America.

So let me just conclude by saying, we
are at a very important moment in his-
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tory. If we do not do the right thing, if
we do not do the moral thing, if we
allow some 800,000 young people—peo-
ple who have spent virtually their en-
tire lives in this country, who know no
other country, who see the United
States of America as their home—if we
betray them, if we take away their
legal status, if we allow them to be de-
ported, this will be a moral stain on
this country that will never ever be
wiped out.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana.

HEALTHCARE

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President, for
the past decade, health policy, unfortu-
nately, has proven to be one of the
most Dbitterly partisan issues. It
doesn’t have to be this way.

I want to take a few minutes to dis-
cuss some health-related issues that
Congress left unfinished before the
holidays: providing relief from the
medical device tax, reauthorizing the
Children’s Health Insurance Program,
funding for community health centers,
and doing more to address the opioid
crisis. Each has strong bipartisan sup-
port and could provide help to our con-
stituents now.

First, many of us, on both sides of
the aisle, agree on the need to provide
relief from the medical device tax,
which went back into effect on Janu-
ary 1. The medical device tax is one of
these issues that leaves most Hoosiers
scratching their heads. First adopted
as part of the Affordable Care Act, the
device tax was one of the few issues Re-
publicans and Democrats agreed needed
to be fixed, and in 2015, with bipartisan
support, President Obama enacted a 2-
year suspension of the tax.

The argument was really pretty sim-
ple. The medical device tax was mak-
ing it harder for innovative companies
to invest in the research and develop-
ment of new technologies, and, in the
process, we were stifling job creation.
If there was a question as to whether
this was the case, the last 2 years pro-
vided evidence. When we agreed to sus-
pend the tax in 2016 and 2017, manufac-
turers used that additional money to
hire new workers, invest in research
and technologies, and continue pro-
ducing innovative, lifesaving products
in the United States.

For example, Zimmer Biomet,
headquartered in Warsaw, IN, my home
State, used the money from the device
tax suspension to invest in new innova-
tion to improve musculoskeletal
health across the world. They were also
able to upgrade their manufacturing
equipment and facilities. Perhaps more
importantly, these investments not
only supported existing jobs, but they
also helped to create new jobs—new,
good-paying jobs.

Yet, despite this evidence, despite
this strong bipartisan support for re-
peal, and despite a wide-ranging pack-
age of changes to the Tax Code becom-
ing law in recent days, Congress has
failed to address the medical device
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