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served as a naval flight officer in the
U.S. Marine Corps. He began his career
in private practice with Maynard, Coo-
per & Gale in Birmingham, before mov-
ing and joining the Nashville firm of
Riley, Warnock & Jacobson. Today he
is a partner at Frost Brown Todd in
Nashville, where he chairs the competi-
tion law section of the business litiga-
tion practice group.

Tommy Parker received his under-
graduate degree from the University of
South Carolina before going to law
school at Vanderbilt. Upon graduation,
he joined the Memphis law firm of
Waring Cox. In 1995, Mr. Parker left his
position with the firm to serve as an
assistant U.S. attorney for the Western
District of Tennessee. Today he is a
partner at Baker Donelson in Memphis.

I want to note that President Trump
has also made two other nominations
to fill the remaining vacancies in the
Middle District—Eli Richardson—and
in the Western District—State Senator
Mark Norris—and I encourage the Sen-
ate to act quickly on their nomina-
tions. But today’s votes are a good
start.

Chip Campbell and Tommy Parker
will be assets to the Federal bench, and
Tennessee is fortunate to have such
well-qualified nominees. These are men
of good character and good tempera-
ment, and today I encourage my col-
leagues to support their nominations.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PORTMAN). Under the previous order,
all postcloture time is considered ex-
pired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Campbell nomi-
nation?

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON), and the
Senator from Arizona (Mr. McCAIN).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 97,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 3 Ex.]

YEAS—97
Alexander Cochran Flake
Baldwin Collins Gardner
Barrasso Coons Gillibrand
Bennet Corker Graham
Blumenthal Cornyn Grassley
Blunt Cortez Masto Harris
Booker Cotton Hassan
Boozman Crapo Hatch
Brown Daines Heinrich
Burr Donnelly Heitkamp
Cantwell Duckworth Heller
Capito Durbin Hirono
Cardin Enzi Hoeven
Carper Ernst Inhofe
Casey Feinstein Johnson
Cassidy Fischer Jones
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Kaine Nelson Smith
Kennedy Paul Stabenow
King Perdue Sullivan
Klobuchar Peters Tester
Lankford Portman Thune
Leahy Reed Tillis
Lee ) Risch Toomey
Manchin Roberts Udall
Markey Rounds
McCaskill Rubio &:’;ﬂ%‘guen
McConnell Sanders
Menendez Sasse Wa?ren
Merkley Schatz Whitehouse
Moran Schumer Wicker
Murkowski Scott Wyden
Murphy Shaheen Young
Murray Shelby

NOT VOTING—3
Cruz Isakson McCain

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Thomas Lee Robinson Parker, of
Tennessee, to be United States District
Judge for the Western District of Tennessee.

Mitch McConnell, Deb Fischer, John Bar-
rasso, John Thune, Roger F. Wicker,
James M. Inhofe, Johnny Isakson,
Mike Crapo, Tom Cotton, Chuck Grass-

ley, Thom Tillis, Mike Rounds, Mi-
chael B. Enzi, James Lankford,
Lindsey Graham, Pat Roberts, Todd
Young.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Thomas Lee Robinson Parker, of
Tennessee, to be United States District
Judge for the Western District of Ten-
nessee, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON), and the
Senator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN).

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HOEVEN). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 96,
nays 1, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 4 Ex.]

YEAS—96
Alexander Blunt Cantwell
Baldwin Booker Capito
Barrasso Boozman Cardin
Bennet Brown Carper
Blumenthal Burr Casey
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Cassidy Heller Reed
Cochran Hoeven Risch
Collins Inhofe Roberts
Coons Johnson Rounds
Corker Jones Rubio
Cornyn Kaine Sanders
Cortez Masto Kennedy Sasse
Cotton King Schatz
Crapo Klobuchar Schumer
Daines Lankford Scott
Donnelly Leahy Shaheen
Duckworth Lee Shelby
Durbin Manchin Smith
Enzi Markey Stabenow
Ernst McCaskill Sullivan
Feinstein McConnell Tester
Fischer Menendez Thune
Flake Merkley Tillis
Gardner Moran Toomey
Gillibrand Murkowski Udall
Graham Murphy Van Hollen
Grassley Murray Warner
Harris Nelson Warren
Hassan Paul Whitehouse
Hatch Perdue Wicker
Heinrich Peters Wyden
Heitkamp Portman Young
NAYS—1
Hirono
NOT VOTING—3
Cruz Isakson McCain

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 96, the nays are 1.
The motion is agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Thomas Lee
Robinson Parker, of Tennessee, to be
United States District Judge for the
Western District of Tennessee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

TRIBUTE TO CHRIS CAMPBELL

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise to
pay tribute to a trio of excellent staff-
ers, all of whom served with distinction
on the Senate Finance Committee for a
number of years and who recently left
the committee to pursue other ven-
tures.

First, Mr. President, I would like to
say a few words about Chris Campbell,
a longtime friend and trusted adviser,
who until recently served as the Re-
publican staff director on the com-
mittee. Last summer, he was nomi-
nated and confirmed to serve as Assist-
ant Secretary of the Treasury for Fi-
nancial Institutions.

I have known Chris for more than 17
years, and I cannot overstate his im-
portance and contributions to my
years of work here in the Senate. Chris
joined my campaign for President back
in 2000, where I immediately recognized
his talent and leadership abilities and
appointed him to be my national field
director, although he was relatively
young and inexperienced at the time.
Needless to say, I don’t blame Chris for
how that particular campaign turned
out. In fact, that same year, I asked
him to serve as director for my Senate
reelection campaign, which thankfully
met with much better results. After
that, he came to Washington to serve
on my staff on the Senate Judiciary
Committee.
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I have long urged my staffers to get
as much education as possible to en-
hance their understanding and gain
new perspectives. I nagged Chris about
this during my Presidential campaign.
Eventually, after working on my staff
for a few years, he wanted to upgrade
his Dbachelor’s degree in political
science from the University of Cali-
fornia at Santa Barbara with an MBA
from the Thunderbird School of Global
Management.

A short time after receiving his MBA
and a brief stint in the private sector,
Chris desired to return to public serv-
ice, and when he returned to Wash-
ington, I hired him back without hesi-
tation and asked him to serve as my
legislative director, a post he held
until 2011 when I took over as the lead
Republican on the Finance Committee
and appointed him to be the staff direc-
tor.

During his time on the committee
staff, Chris quarterbacked every major
effort we undertook. This includes suc-
cesses like the approval of free-trade
agreements, the bipartisan renewal of
trade promotion authority and the
modernization of U.S. trade laws, the
repeal and replacement of the Medicare
sustainable growth rate, and the long-
term funding of the Federal highway
trust fund, just to name a few.

Of course, his work on the long-term
tax reform effort was invaluable. We
began our work on tax reform right out
of the gate in 2011 and worked with
Chairman Baucus and others to drive it
forward. Chris was a key part of all of
the work we did over the years to ad-
vance tax reform. While his move to
Treasury came just before the final
stages of that effort, I was fortunately
able to benefit from his continued ad-
vice and counsel as we moved closer to
and eventually crossed the finish line.

Chris is a shrewd but effective nego-
tiator and a brilliant legislative strate-
gist. Congressional Quarterly named
him one of the seven most influential
non-elected people working in Con-
gress, and Roll Call put him on its list
of the 50 most influential staffers on
Capitol Hill for 7 straight years. Clear-
ly, I am not the only one who recog-
nizes his abilities. I know the other
members of the Finance Committee—
on both sides of the aisle—have also ac-
knowledged and benefited from his
years of work.

Still, even with all of his accomplish-
ments, what stands out most to me
about Chris Campbell is his life story.
He is a great example of how hard work
and education can help a person be-
come much more than what some stat-
istician might predict. Chris grew up in
Hemet, CA, as one of six children who
struggled—and that is putting it light-
ly—to make ends meet. He didn’t grow
up with family connections or powerful
benefactors, but thanks to his diligence
and determination and no shortage of
natural ability, he became one of the
most effective and influential staffers
on Capitol Hill, and he now serves in a
key leadership role in the administra-
tion.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

While it pained me to see him head
off to Treasury, I have been comforted
to know that the President knows how
to pick the best people and that the
Department of the Treasury is being
well served.

I personally want to thank Chris for
his years in working with me, for his
candid and thoughtful advice, and for
his commitment to public service. I
wish him all the best in his future en-
deavors, which I am quite sure will be
just as successful as his time here.

TRIBUTE TO BECKY SHIPP

Mr. President, I would like to say a
few words about another former staff-
er, Becky Shipp, who also left the Fi-
nance Committee staff a few months
ago to pursue another venture.

While I have known Becky for more
years than either she or I would like to
count, I can tell you that she served
tirelessly on the Senate Finance Com-
mittee for more than 10 years. She saw
chairmen come and go and was an in-
stitution here in her own right.

In my time on the Hill, I have come
to know many different staffers, all of
whom got involved in the government
for all types of well-meaning and patri-
otic reasons. They each have some ex-
pertise, some interest, and some moti-
vation that helps them get through the
hard times that staff encounter with
the stressful conditions and the below-
market pay.

I have long said that Senators and
staff take on sacred obligations when
we come to work here, and I cannot
think of many who have taken that sa-
cred obligation to heart more than
Becky Shipp. She spent her time in
Congress working on welfare and
human resource issues. Her dedication
and zealousness in defending the less
fortunate should serve as an example
to all of us.

While issues surrounding child wel-
fare, child and family services, and fos-
ter care programs are often overlooked,
anyone in Washington who knows any-
thing about these issues knows that
Becky has played a singular role in the
creation and preservation of the safety
net we now have in place. Too often,
welfare issues become bitterly par-
tisan, but during Becky’s time here,
she always strove to find common
ground no matter the personal sac-
rifice.

Her time on the Hill was extremely
productive and impacted far more chil-
dren and families than most any of us
could probably ever count. Still, it was
not without moments that, when look-
ing back, seemed pretty lighthearted.
One such moment came just a few
yvears ago after many in Congress had
become aware of the fact that welfare
funds distributed through electronic
bank transfers had been used by some
to purchase alcohol, food, or other il-
licit items from strip clubs and other
less than savory establishments. Becky
quietly began developing a proposal to
prevent this type of abuse. Eventually,
her idea gained more traction than she
thought it would initially.
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Once members of the Finance Com-
mittee and in the House began to real-
ize the nature of this problem, her pro-
posal caught on like wildfire. The prob-
lem was that the Social Security Act
did not have a definition for these es-
tablishments. After quite a bit of wran-
gling and putting herself in the shoes
of some of the more seedy clientele and
business owners, Becky developed a
definition, more or less, from scratch.
Specifically, the bill, now a Federal
statute, prohibited the distribution of
Federal welfare funds at ‘‘any retail es-
tablishment which provides adult-ori-
ented entertainment in which per-
formers disrobe or perform in an
unclothed state for entertainment.”
Now, many have chuckled at the speci-
ficity of that definition and at the fact
that someone, somewhere had to come
up with and write down that type of
legal terminology, but Becky was not
playing a joke or trying to be face-
tious; she was addressing a legitimate
concern. That story, to me, epitomizes
the type of person Becky Shipp is and
the type of congressional staffer she
was when she worked in the Senate.

I am quite certain that, even in her
new endeavors, Becky will remain com-
mitted to promoting the same type of
no-nonsense, proper governance, with
an equal eye toward helping those in
need to find meaningful work, care,
and assistance. While Becky’s work
ethic, persistence, and friendliness
have already been missed on the Fi-
nance Committee, I am quite certain
that she will continue to do many
great things and help many more peo-
ple.

I personally thank Becky for her
years of service and for all that she has
done for me, for others in the Senate,
and for those in our country who have
been in need of a helping hand.

TRIBUTE TO PRESTON RUTLEDGE

Finally, Mr. President, I want to say
a few words about Preston Rutledge,
my former tax counsel who was re-
cently nominated and confirmed to
serve as Assistant Secretary of Labor
for the Employee Benefits Security Ad-
ministration.

Preston began his career in public
service as a teenager when he worked
in the national forests. Later, he
served honorably as an officer in the
U.S. Navy. After graduating from law
school, he was a law clerk on the Fifth
Circuit of the U.S. Court of Appeals
and spent more than a decade working
at the IRS, focusing on tax-exempt or-
ganizations and employee benefits.

He came to the Finance Committee
about 7 years ago. During that time, he
worked on a number of issues that
many people, quite frankly, consider to
be tedious or mundane, but Preston is
an expert on these issues, and he has
always taken great pleasure in the
issues and work before him.

As a staffer, Preston was, more than
anything, committed to advancing re-
forms to our Nation’s pension and sav-
ings programs in order to ensure a sta-
ble and reliable retirement savings sys-
tem. Toward that end, he was a lead
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