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‘‘(2) INITIAL REPORT.—In addition to the 

data required to be collected under para-
graph (1), for purposes of the initial report to 
be submitted under paragraph (3), the Sec-
retary shall collect data on the total number 
of facilities and health care professional or-
ganizations that were operating under, and 
the total number of health care and social 
service providers trained through, the Stop, 
Observe, Ask, and Respond to Health and 
Wellness Training Program existing prior to 
the establishment of the Program under this 
section. 

‘‘(3) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, and annually thereafter, the Secretary 
shall submit an annual report to Congress on 
the data collected under this subsection in a 
manner that, at a minimum, prevents the 
disclosure of individually identifiable infor-
mation consistent with all applicable pri-
vacy laws and regulations. 

‘‘(f) SHARING BEST PRACTICES.—The Sec-
retary shall make available, on the Internet 
website of the Department of Health and 
Human Services, a description of the best 
practices and procedures used by entities 
that receive a grant for carrying out activi-
ties under this section. 

‘‘(g) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘human trafficking’ has the meaning given 
the term ‘severe forms of trafficking in per-
sons’ as defined in section 103 of the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000. 

‘‘(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this Act, $4,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2020 through 2024.’’. 

SA 4174. Mr. BOOZMAN (for Mr. 
PORTMAN) proposed an amendment to 
the bill S. 1023, to reauthorize the 
Tropical Forest Conservation Act of 
1998 through fiscal year 2021, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

On page 25, strike line 19 and all that fol-
lows through the period on line 20. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I have 3 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, De-
cember 19, 2018, at 2 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Select Committee on Intel-

ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, December 19, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., to 
conduct a closed hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ANTITRUST, COMPETITION 
POLICY AND CONSUMER RIGHTS 

The Subcommittee on Antitrust, 
Competition Policy and Consumer 
Rights of the Committee on the Judici-
ary is authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate on Wednesday, 
December 19, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a hearing. 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Matt Wells 
and Tom Sullivan, fellows in Senator 
GRASSLEY’s office, be granted floor 
privileges for the remainder of the 
week. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GARDNER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that Sean McClintock, a congres-
sional fellow in Senator COTTON’s of-
fice, be granted floor privileges for the 
remainder of the 115th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that Thomas 
Dotstry, a fellow in my office, be given 
floor privileges for the remainder of 
the 115th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Lauren 
Vernon and Tom Schaff on the staff of 
the Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee be granted floor privileges 
for the duration of the 115th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

FASTER ACCESS TO FEDERAL 
STUDENT AID ACT OF 2018 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be discharged from 
further consideration of S. 3611 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3611) to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 and the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 to facilitate the disclosure of tax 
return information to carry out the Higher 
Education Act of 1965, and for other pur-
poses. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 3611) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 3611 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Faster Ac-
cess to Federal Student Aid Act of 2018’’. 
SEC. 2. SECURE DISCLOSURE OF TAX-RETURN IN-

FORMATION TO CARRY OUT THE 
HIGHER EDUCATION ACT OF 1965. 

(a) AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE OF 1986.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (13) of section 
6103(l) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(13) DISCLOSURE OF RETURN INFORMATION 
TO CARRY OUT THE HIGHER EDUCATION ACT OF 
1965.— 

‘‘(A) INCOME-CONTINGENT OR INCOME-BASED 
REPAYMENT AND TOTAL AND PERMANENT DIS-
ABILITY DISCHARGE.—The Secretary shall, 
upon written request from the Secretary of 
Education, disclose to officers, employees, 
and contractors of the Department of Edu-
cation, as specifically authorized and des-
ignated by the Secretary of Education, only 
for the purpose of (and to the extent nec-
essary in) establishing, renewing, admin-
istering, and conducting analyses and fore-
casts for estimating costs related to income- 
contingent or income-based repayment pro-
grams, and the discharge of loans based on a 
total and permanent disability (within the 
meaning of section 437(a) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965), under title IV of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965, the following 
return information (as defined in subsection 
(b)(2)) with respect to taxpayers identified by 
the Secretary of Education as participating 
in the loan programs under title IV of such 
Act, for taxable years specified by such Sec-
retary: 

‘‘(i) Taxpayer identity information with re-
spect to such taxpayer. 

‘‘(ii) The filing status of such taxpayer. 
‘‘(iii) Type of tax return from which the re-

turn information is provided. 
‘‘(iv) The adjusted gross income of such 

taxpayer. 
‘‘(v) Total number of exemptions claimed, 

or total number of individuals and depend-
ents claimed, as applicable, on the return. 

‘‘(vi) Number of children with respect to 
which tax credits under section 24 are 
claimed on the return. 

‘‘(vii) Other information determined to be 
necessary by agreement between the Sec-
retary and the Secretary of Education to ad-
minister the Federal financial aid programs 
as required by the Higher Education Act of 
1965. 

‘‘(B) FEDERAL STUDENT FINANCIAL AID.—The 
Secretary shall, upon written request from 
the Secretary of Education, disclose to offi-
cers, employees, and contractors of the De-
partment of Education, as specifically au-
thorized and designated by the Secretary of 
Education, only for the purpose of (and to 
the extent necessary in) determining eligi-
bility for, and amount of, Federal student fi-
nancial aid under programs authorized by 
title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 
and conducting analyses and forecasts for es-
timating costs related to such programs, the 
following return information (as defined in 
subsection (b)(2)) with respect to taxpayers 
identified by the Secretary of Education as 
applicants for Federal student financial aid 
under title IV of such Act, for taxable years 
specified by such Secretary: 

‘‘(i) Taxpayer identity information with re-
spect to such taxpayer. 

‘‘(ii) The filing status of such taxpayer. 
‘‘(iii) Type of tax return from which the re-

turn information is provided. 
‘‘(iv) The adjusted gross income of such 

taxpayer. 
‘‘(v) The amount of any net earnings from 

self-employment (as defined in section 1402), 
wages (as defined in section 3121(a) or 
3401(a)), and taxable income from a farming 
business (as defined in section 236A(e)(4)) for 
the period reported on the return. 

‘‘(vi) The total income tax of such tax-
payer. 

‘‘(vii) Total number of exemptions claimed, 
or total number of individuals and depend-
ents claimed, as applicable, on the return. 

‘‘(viii) Number of children with respect to 
which tax credits under section 24 are 
claimed on the return. 

‘‘(ix) Amount of any credit claimed under 
section 25A for the taxable year. 
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‘‘(x) Amount of individual retirement ac-

count distributions not included in adjusted 
gross income for the taxable year. 

‘‘(xi) Amount of individual retirement ac-
count contributions and payments to self- 
employed SEP, Keogh, and other qualified 
plans which were deducted from income for 
the taxable year. 

‘‘(xii) The amount of tax-exempt interest. 
‘‘(xiii) Amounts from retirement pensions 

and annuities not included in adjusted gross 
income for the taxable year. 

‘‘(xiv) If applicable, the fact that there is 
no return filed for such taxpayer for the ap-
plicable year. 

‘‘(xv) Other information determined to be 
necessary by agreement between the Sec-
retary and the Secretary of Education to ad-
minister the Federal financial aid programs 
as required by the Higher Education Act of 
1965. 

‘‘(C) RESTRICTION ON USE OF DISCLOSED IN-
FORMATION.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Return information dis-
closed under subparagraphs (A) and (B) may 
be used by officers, employees, and contrac-
tors of the Department of Education, as spe-
cifically authorized and designated by the 
Secretary of Education, only for the pur-
poses and to the extent necessary described 
in such subparagraphs and for mitigating 
risks (as defined in clause (ii)) relating to 
the programs described in such subpara-
graphs. 

‘‘(ii) MITIGATING RISKS.—For purposes of 
this subparagraph, the term ‘mitigating 
risks’ means, with respect to the programs 
described in subparagraphs (A) and (B)— 

‘‘(I) analyzing or estimating costs associ-
ated with potential changes to the need- 
analysis formula, 

‘‘(II) oversight activities by the Office of 
Inspector General of the Department of Edu-
cation as authorized by the Inspector Gen-
eral Act of 1978, as amended, 

‘‘(III) developing or administering statis-
tical models that inform support to popu-
lations of Federal student loan borrowers 
who are at risk of default or delinquency, 

‘‘(IV) reducing the net cost of improper 
payments to Federal financial aid recipients, 
and 

‘‘(V) producing aggregate statistics for re-
porting, research, or consumer information 
on the performance of programs or institu-
tions of higher education participating in 
the programs under title IV of the Higher 
Education Act of 1965. 

Such term does not include the conduct of 
criminal investigations or prosecutions. 

‘‘(iii) REDISCLOSURE TO INSTITUTIONS OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION, STATE HIGHER EDUCATION 
AGENCIES, AND DESIGNATED SCHOLARSHIP OR-
GANIZATIONS.—The Secretary of Education, 
and officers, employees, and contractors of 
the Department of Education, may disclose 
return information received under subpara-
graph (B), solely for the use in the applica-
tion, award, and administration of Federal 
student financial aid, State aid, or aid 
awarded by eligible institutions or such enti-
ties as the Secretary of Education may des-
ignate, to the following persons: 

‘‘(I) An institution of higher education 
with which the Secretary of Education has 
an agreement under subpart 1 of part A, or 
part D or E, of title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965. 

‘‘(II) A State higher education agency. 
‘‘(III) A scholarship organization which is 

designated by the Secretary of Education as 
of the date of the enactment of the Faster 
Access to Federal Student Aid Act of 2018 as 
an organization eligible to receive the infor-
mation provided under this clause. 
The preceding sentence shall only apply to 
the extent that the taxpayer with respect to 

whom the return information relates pro-
vides consent for such disclosure to the Sec-
retary of Education as part of the applica-
tion for Federal student financial aid under 
title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965. 

‘‘(D) REQUIRED NOTIFICATION PERIODS.— 
‘‘(i) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—The Sec-

retary and the Secretary of Education shall 
issue joint notifications to the Committees 
on Finance and Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions of the Senate and the Commit-
tees on Ways and Means and Education and 
the Workforce of the House of Representa-
tives not less than 120 days prior to the first 
disclosure of any type of return information 
under subparagraph (A)(vii) or (B)(xv) with 
respect to which such a notification has not 
been previously made. 

‘‘(ii) PUBLIC NOTICE AND COMMENT.—There 
shall be a public notice and comment period 
beginning not less than 60 days prior to the 
first disclosure of any type of return infor-
mation under subparagraph (A)(vii) or 
(B)(xv) with respect to which such a notifica-
tion has not been previously made, subse-
quent to the period allotted for Congres-
sional comment under clause (i).’’. 

(2) CONFIDENTIALITY OF RETURN INFORMA-
TION.—Section 6103(a)(3) of such Code is 
amended by inserting ‘‘, (13)(A), (13)(B)’’ 
after ‘‘(12)’’. 

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 
6103(p)(4) of such Code is amended— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘(A), (13)(B)’’ after ‘‘(13)’’ 
each place it occurs, and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘, (13)(A), (13)(B)’’ after 
‘‘(l)(10)’’ each place it occurs. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to disclo-
sures made under section 6103(l)(13) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (as amended by 
this section) after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 
SEC. 3. NOTIFICATION OF REQUEST FOR TAX RE-

TURN INFORMATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Part G of title IV of the 

Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1088 
et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 
‘‘SEC. 494. NOTIFICATION OF REQUEST FOR TAX 

RETURN INFORMATION. 
‘‘The Secretary shall advise students and 

borrowers who submit an application for 
Federal student financial aid under this title 
or for the discharge of a loan based on per-
manent and total disability, as described in 
section 437(a), or who request an income-con-
tingent or income-based repayment plan on 
their loan (as well as parents and spouses 
who sign such an application or request or a 
Master Promissory Note on behalf of those 
students and borrowers) that the Secretary 
has the authority to request that the Inter-
nal Revenue Service disclose their tax return 
information (as well as that of parents and 
spouses who sign such an application or re-
quest or a Master Promissory Note on behalf 
of those students and borrowers) to officers, 
employees, and contractors of the Depart-
ment of Education as authorized under sec-
tion 6103(1)(13) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986, to the extent necessary for the Sec-
retary to carry out this title.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
484(q) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 1091(q)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(q) reserved’’. 
SEC. 4. REPORTS ON IMPLEMENTATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than each speci-
fied date, the Secretary of Education and the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall issue joint 
reports to the Committees on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions and Finance of 
the Senate and the Committees on Edu-
cation and the Workforce and Ways and 
Means of the House of Representatives re-
garding the amendments made by this Act. 

Each such report shall include, as applica-
ble— 

(1) an update on the status of implementa-
tion of the amendments made by this Act, 

(2) an evaluation of the processing of appli-
cations for Federal student financial aid, and 
applications for income-based repayment 
and income contingent repayment, under 
title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 
(20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.), in accordance with 
the amendments made by this Act, and 

(3) implementation issues and suggestions 
for potential improvements. 

(b) SPECIFIED DATE.—For purposes of sub-
section (a), the term ‘‘specified date’’ 
means— 

(1) the date that is 90 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, 

(2) the date that is 120 days after the first 
day that the disclosure process established 
under section 6103(l)(13) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986, as amended by section 2(a) 
of this Act, is operational and accessible to 
officers, employees, and contractors of the 
Department of Education (as specifically au-
thorized and designated by the Secretary of 
Education), and 

(3) the date that is 1 year after the report 
date described in paragraph (2). 

f 

INNOVATIONS IN MENTORING, 
TRAINING, AND APPRENTICE-
SHIPS ACT 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be discharged from the 
further consideration of H.R. 5509 and 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5509) to direct the National 

Science Foundation to provide grants for re-
search about STEM education approaches 
and the STEM-related workforce, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Thune 
substitute amendment at the desk be 
considered and agreed to and the bill, 
as amended, be considered read a third 
time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 4172) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Innovations 
in Mentoring, Training, and Apprenticeships 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) To remain competitive in the global 

economy, foster greater innovation, and pro-
vide a foundation for shared prosperity, the 
United States needs a workforce with the 
right mix of skills to meet the diverse needs 
of the economy. 

(2) Evidence indicates that the returns on 
investments in technical skills in the labor 
market are strong when students success-
fully complete their education and gain cre-
dentials sought by employers. 
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