December 19, 2018

the House Science, Space, and Tech-
nology Committee, participated in a
weeklong space flight on the Columbia.
What most folks don’t know, however,
is that the launch for the mission was
aborted not once, not twice, but three
times. Eventually, though, the liftoff
was achieved, and BILL became only
the second sitting Member of Congress
to leave Earth’s atmosphere, where, in
his words, he saw ‘‘the blue brilliance
of the earth from the edge of the heav-
ens.”

There is a name given to the shift in
perspective experienced by astronauts
called the overview effect. Seeing the
Earth from the window of a space shut-
tle—that pale-blue marble in the vast
emptiness of space—makes you realize
how fragile and also how beautiful our
planet truly is. Senator NELSON experi-
enced something of an overview effect,
and although he already cared about
the environment, he became a lifelong
champion of environmental causes.

BILL NELSON protected and preserved
the Everglades, Florida’s beaches, and
offshore waters by standing against off-
shore drilling. There is none in Florida,
and I have to a say that the reason is
sitting right to my left—BILL NELSON.
Time and again, when rapacious com-
panies and others wanted to drill and
risk the beauty of Florida’s coastline
and its economic vitality, there was
BiLL. NELSON, like Horatio at the
bridge, preventing it from happening.
After the BP oilspill, BILL NELSON
made sure Florida’s gulf communities
got the restitution they deserved from
BP’s settlement.

Senator NELSON has always been a
loud voice speaking about the need for
action on climate change, as his be-
loved State of Florida gets hit by ever
more powerful storms and the low-

lying areas, like Miami, get flooded
regularly.
Of course, seeing the Earth from

space didn’t just focus BILL’S eyes
downward. This man is capable of
doing many things at once. He kept
them firmly fixed on the horizons as
well. It will be a long time before the
Senate sees a champion for NASA and
space exploration like BILL NELSON. It
may never see one as committed again.

The Senate, the State of Florida, and
the country will miss BILL NELSON, as
will Iris and I. He was even-tempered
even in tempestuous times. He was al-
ways civil in the midst of such incivil-
ity. When so many of us are prone to
looking backward, trying to figure out
what we did wrong or what we could
have done differently, BILL was always
looking forward and upward.

I have had the pleasure not only of
being BILL’s colleague but being his
friend. What a fine human being. One
of my greatest regrets here is that
some fine human beings are not going
to be with us next time, and this
Chamber and this country will show
they are missed.

There is nothing BILL is now looking
forward to more than spending time
with his beloved Grace and visiting his
children, Bill Junior and Nan Ellen.
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Every one of us salutes the great sen-
ior Senator from Florida, everything
he has accomplished in his distin-
guished career in the Senate, and just
the great man that he is.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing previous Senate action on the
House message to accompany H.R. 695,
today’s motions and amendments re-
main in status quo and the earlier mo-
tion to concur and the motion to refer
with instructions and amendments
Nos. 1923 and 1924 be withdrawn.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report:

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Joseph
Maguire, of Florida, to be Director of
the National Counterterrorism Center,
Office of the Director of National Intel-
ligence.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I further
ask unanimous consent to complete my
remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that at the conclu-
sion of my remarks, Senator PAUL be
recognized for up to 15 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO JOHN CORNYN

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I have a
message to deliver this morning, but
after sitting here and listening through
and enjoying the comments that were
made, I wanted to at least make one
comment about the Senator from
Texas.

In my real life, for a number of years,
I was a builder and developer in South
Texas. I know South Texas very well. 1
know the border well. That is why I
have been down there so much and am
so interested in, of course, the border
wall, which we are going to have. But
we have a wonderful friend and a per-
son who has been a good friend. You
would think he is dead, but he is not.
He is very much alive, and he is back
doing his full-time job.
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I want to say that the time I spent
with him down there in Texas long be-
fore he was even in the position he is in
today—he has been a great hero down
there not just to the people in Texas
but people all over the country.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. President, as far as the com-
ments that were made by the minority
leader from New York, it is easy to
stand here and talk about this. Yes, I
know the Democrats—they have all
gotten together, and they don’t want
to have a wall, but they are going to
have a wall. Walls work.

Look at the record of having walls.
San Diego built their wall in 1992, and
illegal traffic dropped 92 percent after
that. Ninety-two percent. El Paso built
their wall—I remember when that was
built—in 1993, and illegal traffic
dropped 72 percent. Tucson built their
wall in 2000, and illegal traffic dropped
90 percent. Yuma, in Arizona, built
theirs in 2005, and illegal traffic
dropped. It has happened everywhere.
Just look at Israel and the successes
they have had and how many Israelis
would be dead today if it weren’t for
the wall they have.

We are one of the few countries with-
out a wall. We are going to have a wall,
and it is going to be funded. So if any-
one is listening to what is going on
down here, just be assured that we are
going to have our wall.

REMEMBERING GEORGE H.W. BUSH

Mr. President, I want to make one
comment on something that happened
3 or 4 weeks ago, when we lost an
American hero. Everyone talked about
George H.W. Bush, and they talked
about their experiences. The reason I
wanted to wait a while before making
any comments on that is because I
have known George H.W. Bush for
many, many years, before I was actu-
ally in politics. My wife Kay and I are
praying for the entire Bush family as
the Nation mourns and honors one of
America’s loyal sons.

George H.W. Bush was one of the only
men I have ever known who could truly
love someone into changing his mind.
He loved God. He loved his family. He
loved his country and served it tire-
lessly with passion.

Listen to all of the things he has
done. He was a naval aviator, an Am-
bassador, Director of the CIA, Presi-
dent of the United States, and Vice
President of the United States. He has
done it all.

George H.W. Bush put service to his
Nation and love for his family above all
else. Kay and I have known the Bush
family for a long time, dating back to
their time in the Texas oil fields. He
would go back and forth to what he re-
ferred to as his second home, which is
Tulsa, OK. We were friends before we
were in politics, and I am grateful for
that friendship. I will always remember
that friendship.

This portrays him very well. Back
when I was mayor of Tulsa and George
Bush was Vice President, he came to
Tulsa, OK, to do a fundraising event. It
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was a fundraising event. My wife, in
spite of her reputation to the contrary,
is a pretty shy person. At these events,
she always insists, if we are going to be
at the head table, that she be seated
next to me at that table. She is not in-
secure or any of that stuff, but none-
theless this is something she got in her
head a long time ago, and she has al-
ways wanted that.

So on this occasion—this is when
George Bush came to Tulsa, OK, to par-
ticipate in a fundraiser—she snuck up
there and looked at the table and the
name tags and looked at me and said:
You can’t do that. You are not seated
next to me. I have to be seated next to
you.

I said: Who are you seated next to?
She said: George Bush.

Well, apparently, one of the security
guys or someone went back and told
George Bush about that. So he came up
behind her—I will always remember—
and he put his arm around her and said:
I don’t bite. He said further: I will take
care of you; don’t worry about a thing.

Now, during her conversation up
there—she conceded, of course, to sit
next to George Bush—he said: You
don’t happen to know someone named
Marian Bovard, do you?

And she said: Well, of course, she is a
good friend.

He said: I haven’t seen her in a long
time.

Kay said: Well, she is sitting right
over there. You can see her from here.

So he sent one of his Secret Service
people over there to bring Marian
Bovard, an old friend, to visit.

It turned out that my wife and
George H.W. Bush found out that they
both had many mutual friends. Every
time he would bring someone up, it
happened that that person was there.
So he would come over and remind her.
She became George Bush’s social direc-
tor, I think, for the remainder of the
fundraiser. I think she even ate his
broccoli for him.

Now, before I got to Congress, I was
a builder and developer in South Texas
for many years. Of course, Bush was
from Texas. We knew each other at
that time. He came to see me a few
times when I was working down there,
and, somehow, it always happened to
be on days when I was fishing, because
I fish every day down there. That is
one of the many hobbies I have, and I
enjoy doing that.

One day he said to me, after he was
President: You know, I envy you.

This is kind of strange to have the
President of the United States say: I
envy you. The reason he said that is
because he always enjoyed fishing, and
he knows I have a whole bunch of kids
and grandkids who all like to fish, and
he doesn’t. So he envies me.

There is a fishing guide, who my old
chief of staff, Richard Soudriette—who,
incidentally, is one who is very similar
to George Bush in that I have never
heard him be mad at anyone or dislike
anyone or talk in a profane way about
anyone, and that is the same as we
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have heard so many people say about
George Bush. So Richard Soudriette,
who also likes to go fishing with me,
knew this fishing guide. Not many peo-
ple are aware of this. Bush had this
fishing guide here in Washington, who
would sneak in early in the morning,
and they would go fishing. His name
was Angus. He went to the White House
early one morning to go fishing with
the President. He was there so early
that the Secret Service escorted him
up to the residence where he had coffee
with the Bushes, who were still in their
pajamas.

This is a good story. You should read
the whole thing. It was in the Wash-
ington Post, and it is on my website.

But President Bush was restless and
sometimes impatient, which are not
usually characteristics that make a
really good fisherman. But because he
was steady and dedicated to the task at
hand, he did OK, and he even got a few
fish, they told me, on that day.

When he was running for President,
he came to Tulsa for a fundraising
function at the Mayo Hotel. He knew
everyone in Tulsa. We did the normal
routine we always do. We greeted sup-
porters, gave remarks, and then opened
it up for questions. I will never forget
this. Ellen McGuire, who is a person
who is kind of a party regular in the
Republican Party, stood up and said:
Are you part of the international com-
munist conspiracy?

George Bush didn’t even blink. He
looked over at the organizer and said:
Where do you find these nuts? Next
question.

When he was Vice President, he and
Barbara came to Tulsa another time,
and I went with a group who was in
charge of picking them up at the air-
port. I was mayor at that time. So we
had a guy on my staff named Charlie
Burris, also a security guy. So we
thought he would be the perfect person
to pick up Barbara and George Bush
and take them into town.

So we get there, and Charlie goes and
picks up the luggage and hands it to
the person behind him, thinking it was
me, and said: Take this to the hotel.

He turned around and saw that in-
stead of it being me, it was Barbara
Bush. She looked a little stunned, but
she took the bags and took them and
off she went. The cars that came to
pick him up were the cars we always
used when we had somebody coming to
Tulsa. Why invest in limousines down
there? They were funeral home lim-
ousines. Vice President Bush took one
look at them, looked in the back,
which I think still had a wreath that
said ‘““‘Rest in Peace’ on it, and said:
You must have a cheap mayor. Well,
that mayor was me. I told him I pre-
ferred the word ‘‘frugal.”

George Bush knew Oklahoma better
than any President in history. Before
that date, he was even telling reporters
that he wanted this to be his turf, his
State. He frequently called Tulsa, OK,
his second home. Bush regularly held
up Oklahoma as an example of “‘points
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of light,” a State that knew how to use
public-private partnerships to do all of
the right things and thrive and be suc-
cessful.

These are just a few stories about a
man who strived to make every man,
every woman, every child whom he met
feel valuable in his eyes.

George Bush saw life as a series of
missions, and he completed those mis-
sions with fervor and grace. He never
wasted a minute, and for that, I am
grateful.

As the Nation continues to mourn
one of her most loyal sons, let us find
solace in the fact that he is holding
hands, reunited with Barbara again.

President Bush, you are a true Amer-
ican hero. Mission complete. God bless
you.

One more thing, today, December 19,
Kay and I are celebrating our 59th wed-
ding anniversary. I just want to say:
Kay, I still love you.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). The Senator from Kentucky.

DRONE ATTACKS

Mr. PAUL. Do drone attacks work?
Well, you might say: Of course they
work; they kill their intended target.

But do drone attacks really work? Do
drone killings make us safer? Do drone
killings bring victory nearer? Do drone
killings kill more terrorists than they
create? I think these are valid ques-
tions and questions that should be de-
bated and discussed.

There are those who have been in-
volved in the drone killings who actu-
ally believe that they aren’t helping
our country. This is a letter from four
American servicemen in the Air Force
to President Obama from a year or two
ago. It reads:

We are former Air Force servicemembers
who have been involved in the drone pro-
gram. We joined the Air Force to protect
American lives and to protect our Constitu-
tion. We came to the realization, though,
that innocent civilians we were killing only
fueled the feelings of hatred that ignited ter-
rorism in groups like ISIS, while also serving
as a fundamental recruitment tool.

This administration—

then, referring to the Obama admin-
istration—
and its predecessors have built a drone pro-
gram that is one of the most devastating
driving forces for terrorism and destabiliza-
tion around the world.

The question is this: Do drone
killings actually Kkill more terrorists
than they create?

As the brothers, sisters, and cousins
from the village gather around the
mangled bodies, do they say, ‘‘Oh, well,
I guess we are now going to put down
our arms and make peace,” or are they
excited, are they engendered, are they
somehow motivated to become suicide
bombers themselves?

Do the drone killings simply steal
their resolve? Do the drone Kkillings
cause surviving members to strap on
suicide vests? Is there a limit? Is there
an end to how many we will kill with
drones?
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