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There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BOOZMAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Effective
Prosecution of Possession of Biological Tox-
ins and Agents Act of 2018”’.

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON THE POSSESSION OF BI-
OLOGICAL TOXINS AND AGENTS.

Section 175b of title 18, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘(a)(1) No restricted” and
all that follows through the end of paragraph
(1) and inserting the following:

‘“(a) OFFENSE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful for a
restricted person to—

‘‘(A) ship, transport, or possess in or affect-
ing interstate or foreign commerce any bio-
logical agent or toxin described in paragraph
(2); or

‘“(B) receive any biological agent or toxin
described in paragraph (2) that has been
shipped or transported in interstate or for-
eign commerce.

‘(2) AGENTS AND TOXINS COVERED.—A bio-
logical agent or toxin described in this para-
graph is a biological agent or toxin that—

‘“(A) is listed as a non-overlap or overlap
select biological agent or toxin under part 73
of title 42, Code of Federal Regulations, pur-
suant to section 351A of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262a); and

‘(B) is not excluded or exempted under
part 73 of title 42, Code of Federal Regula-
tions.”’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘(2) Whoever”’ and inserting
“(3) PENALTY.—Whoever”’ and adjusting the
margin accordingly; and

(2) in subsection (d), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘DEFINI-
TIONS.—”’ before ‘‘In this section:”.

————

FOREVER GI BILL HOUSING PAY-
MENT FULFILLMENT ACT OF 2018

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 3777, introduced earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 3777) to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to establish a tiger team
dedicated to addressing the difficulties en-
countered by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs in carrying out section 3313 of title 38,
United States Code, after the enactment of
sections 107 and 501 of the Harry W. Colmery
Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2017.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.
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Mr. BOOZMAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 3777) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 3777

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Forever GI
Bill Housing Payment Fulfillment Act of
2018”°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND SENSE OF CONGRESS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the
lowing:

(1) On August 16, 2017, the Harry W.
Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance
Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-48) (known by
some as the ‘“‘Forever GI Bill”’) was enacted
into law.

(2) Such Act makes certain improvements
to the Post-9/11 Educational Assistance pro-
gram for veterans, including improvements
relating to how the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs calculates the amount of payments
for monthly housing stipends under that pro-
gram.

(3) Section 107 of such Act (Public Law 115—
48; 33 U.S.C. 3313 note) requires the Secretary
to calculate the amount of payments for
monthly housing stipends based on the loca-
tion of the campus of the institution of high-
er learning where the individual attends
classes, a change from the previous direction
to make such calculation based on the loca-
tion of the institution of higher learning.

(4) Section 501 of such Act (Public Law 115—
48; 37 U.S.C. 403 note) repeals the inapplica-
bility of a modification of the basic allow-
ance for housing for members of the uni-
formed services to benefits administered by
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(5) The amendments made by section 107
and 501 of such Act became effective on Au-
gust 1, 2018, and January 1, 2018, respectively.

(6) Representatives of the Department of
Veterans Affairs have stated that the De-
partment will not be able to determine prop-
er payment amounts based on the amend-
ment made by section 107 of such Act until
December 1, 2019.

(7) Representatives of the Department have
also stated that outdated information tech-
nology systems have stymied efforts to up-
date necessary information that enable prop-
er housing payments as required by the pro-
visions of law amended by sections 107 and
501 of such Act.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) as soon as possible, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs should end the making of
improper payment amounts for monthly sti-
pends under section 3313 of title 38, United
States Code;

(2) by January 1, 2020, the Secretary should
make whole the individuals entitled to pay-
ments of monthly stipends under section 3313
of title 38, United States Code, who have
been underpaid as a result of the difficulties
encountered by the Department of Veterans
Affairs in carrying out such section after the
enactment of sections 107 and 501 of the
Harry W. Colmery Veterans Educational As-
sistance Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-48); and

(3) no individuals entitled to payments of
monthly stipend under section 3313 of title
38, United States Code, who have been over-
paid as a result of the difficulties encoun-
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tered by the Department in carrying out
such section after the enactment of sections
107 and 501 of such Act should have overpay-
ments recuperated by the Department.

SEC. 3. TIGER TEAM FOR HOUSING STIPENDS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than one
day after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
establish a tiger team (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘“‘Tiger Team’) dedicated to
addressing the difficulties encountered by
the Department of Veterans Affairs in car-
rying out section 3313 of title 38, United
States Code, after the enactment of sections
107 and 501 of the Harry W. Colmery Veterans
Educational Assistance Act of 2017 (Public
Law 115-48; 38 U.S.C. 3313 note and 37 U.S.C.
403 note).

(b) COMPOSITION.—Not later than 15 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to Congress the
names and titles of the employees of the De-
partment who compose the Tiger Team es-
tablished under subsection (a), including the
name and title of the senior-level employee
of the Department who serves as the lead ac-
countable official of the Tiger Team.

(¢) DUTIES.—

(1) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Tiger Team shall submit to
Congress the following:

(A) A plan describing the following:

(i) How the Secretary will obtain the infor-
mation necessary to determine the correct
payment amounts for monthly stipends
under section 3313 of title 38, United States
Code, made after the enactment of sections
107 and 501 of the Harry W. Colmery Veterans
Educational Assistance Act of 2017 (Public
Law 115-48; 38 U.S.C. 3313 note and 37 U.S.C.
403 note), from officials responsible for the
certification of payments of monthly sti-
pends made under section 3313 of such title.

(ii) How the Secretary will modify the rel-
evant information technology systems of the
Department to correct the payment amounts
for monthly stipends under section 3313 of
such title made after the enactment of sec-
tions 107 and 501 of such Act (Public Law 115-
48; 38 U.S.C. 3313 note and 37 U.S.C. 403 note)
that were deficient.

(iii) How the Secretary will identify all of
the individuals who received payments of
monthly stipends under section 3313 of such
title that were not in compliance with such
section, after the enactment of sections 107
and 501 of such Act (Public Law 115-48; 38
U.S.C. 3313 note and 37 U.S.C. 403 note).

(iv) How the Secretary will notify the indi-
viduals described in clause (iii).

(v) The procedures the Secretary will use
to correct the payments of monthly stipends
under section 3313 of such title that were de-
ficient as a result of the difficulties encoun-
tered by the Department of Veterans Affairs
in carrying out such section after the enact-
ment of sections 107 and 501 of such Act
(Public Law 115-48; 38 U.S.C. 3313 note and 37
U.S.C. 403 note).

(B) A complete timeline for the implemen-
tation of the plan described in subparagraph
(A).

(C) Any additional funding and personnel
requirements necessary to support the im-
plementation of the plan described in sub-
paragraph (A), including any such require-
ments as may be necessary for staffing in-
creases or relevant improvements to the in-
formation technology infrastructure of the
Department.

(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall im-
plement the plan submitted under paragraph
M(A).

(B) PERIODIC UPDATES.—Not less frequently
than once every 90 days after submission of



S7822

the items under paragraph (1), the Tiger
Team shall submit to Congress an update on
the implementation of the plan described in
subparagraph (A) of such paragraph.

(3) FINAL REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than July 1,
2020, the Tiger Team shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a final
report on the activities and findings of the
Tiger Team.

(B) CONTENTS.—The report required by sub-
paragraph (A) shall include the following:

(i) The number of individuals who were af-
fected by payments of monthly stipends
under section 3313 of title 38, United States
Code, that were not in compliance with such
section after the enactment of sections 107
and 501 of the Harry W. Colmery Veterans
Educational Assistance Act of 2017 (Public
Law 115-48; 38 U.S.C. 3313 note and 37 U.S.C.
403 note).

(ii) The number of individuals described in
clause (i) who received deficient payments as
a result of the difficulties encountered by
the Department in carrying out section 3313
of such title after the enactment of sections
107 and 501 of such Act (Public Law 115-48; 38
U.S.C. 3313 note and 37 U.S.C. 403 note), and
the total amount of the deficiency for each
individual, disaggregated by State.

(iii) The number of individuals described in
clause (ii) who have not received the amount
of monthly stipend to which such individuals
are entitled under section 3313 of such title
and an explanation of why such individuals
have not received such amounts.

(iv) A certification of whether the Depart-
ment is fully compliant with sections 107 and
501 of such Act (Public Law 115-48; 38 U.S.C.
3313 note and 37 U.S.C. 403 note).

(C) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this paragraph, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means the following:

(i) The Subcommittee on Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies of the Committee on Appropria-
tions and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate.

(ii) The Subcommittee on Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies of the Committee on Appropria-
tions and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives.

(d) TERMINATION.—On the date that is 60
days after the date on which the Tiger Team
submits the final report required by sub-
section (¢)(3), the Secretary shall terminate
the Tiger Team established under subsection
(a).

——————

VEHICULAR TERRORISM
PREVENTION ACT OF 2018

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 4227 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4227) to require the Secretary
of Homeland Security to examine what ac-
tions the Department of Homeland Security
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is undertaking to combat the threat of ve-
hicular terrorism, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the measure.

Mr. BOOZMAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Cassidy amendment at
the desk be considered and agreed to;
that the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time and passed; and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 4162) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To modify the bill)

On page 2, line 16, insert ‘‘and the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation” after ‘‘Affairs”.

On page 3, strike lines 17 through 20 and in-
sert the following:

(2) VEHICULAR TERRORISM.—The term ‘‘ve-
hicular terrorism’ means an action that uti-
lizes automotive transportation to commit
terrorism (as defined in section 2(18) of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
101(18))).

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

The bill (H.R. 4227), as amended, was
passed.

COUNTERING WEAPONS OF MASS
DESTRUCTION ACT OF 2018

Mr. BOOZMAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of H.R. 7213,
which was received from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 7213) to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to establish the Coun-
tering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BOOZMAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. I know of no further
debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall the bill pass?

The bill (H.R. 7213) was passed.

Mr. BOOZMAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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NAISMITH MEMORIAL  BASKET-
BALL HALL OF FAME COMMEMO-
RATIVE COIN ACT

Mr. BOOZMAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Banking Committee be
discharged and the Senate proceed to
the immediate consideration of H.R.
1235.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1235) to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint coins in recognition
of the 60th Anniversary of the Naismith Me-
morial Basketball Hall of Fame.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the measure.

Mr. BOOZMAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. I know of no further
debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall the bill pass?

The bill (H.R. 1235) was passed.

Mr. BOOZMAN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 19, 2018

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Wednesday, Decem-
ber 19; further, that following the pray-
er and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; finally, that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Maguire nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 10:07 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, December 19, 2018, at 10 a.m.
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