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year 2018 Agency Financial Report and the 
Uniform Resource Locator (URL) for the re-
port; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–7413. A communication from the Chief 
Operating Officer, Millennium Challenge 
Corporation, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the Uniform Resource Locator (URL) for the 
Office of Inspector General’s Semiannual Re-
port for the period of April 1, 2018 through 
September 30, 2018; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–7414. A communication from the Acting 
Chairman, Federal Maritime Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Commis-
sion’s Semiannual Report of the Inspector 
General for the period from April 1, 2018 
through September 30, 2018; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 
The following petition or memorial 

was laid before the Senate and was re-
ferred or ordered to lie on the table as 
indicated: 

POM–312. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Alaska urging the 
United States Congress to reauthorize the 
Secure Rural Schools and Community Self- 
Determination Act of 2000; to the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 29 
Whereas, in 1908, the United States Con-

gress enacted 16 U.S.C. 500 (National Forest 
Receipts Program), which required 25 per-
cent of annual income earned from activities 
on national forest land to be shared with 
states for distribution to cities and boroughs 
in which the land is located for the benefit of 
education and roads; and 

Whereas, in 1986, changes in the approach 
to managing our national forests seriously 
curtailed the ability of forest communities 
to harvest forest products and resulted in 
steep declines in forest revenue paid to af-
fected communities; and 

Whereas, in the early 1990s, the United 
States Congress recognized that the decision 
to secure and retain land in federal owner-
ship would deprive the communities in which 
the land is located of revenue otherwise re-
ceived if the land were in private ownership; 
and 

Whereas the enactment of P.L. 106–393, 16 
U.S.C. 500 note (Secure Rural Schools and 
Community Self-Determination Act of 2000), 
temporarily stabilized national forest rev-
enue payments to forest communities and re-
placed much needed financial support for 
education and roads; and 

Whereas the National Forest Service con-
trols approximately 22,000,000 acres of land in 
the state; and 

Whereas many of the state’s rural commu-
nities are nestled in the Tongass National 
Forest and the Chugach National Forest; and 

Whereas there continues to be little pri-
vately owned land in those forest commu-
nities on which to pursue economic develop-
ment activities, and the communities there-
fore remain largely dependent on revenue 
generated from national forests; and 

Whereas the Secure Rural Schools and 
Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 
expired on September 3, 2015, and has not 
been permanently reauthorized; and 

Whereas the United States Congress tem-
porarily extended the Secure Rural Schools 
and Community Self-Determination Act of 
2000 for federal fiscal years 2017 and 2018; and 

Whereas education is one of the critical 
services supported by the Secure Rural 
Schools and Community Self-Determination 
Act of 2000; and 

Whereas failure to permanently reauthor-
ize the Secure Rural Schools and Community 
Self-Determination Act of 2000 will have a 
devastating effect on many forest commu-
nities across America, especially commu-
nities in this state, and will severely affect 
the public education of students living in 
those forest communities; be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture respectfully requests that the United 
States Congress pass and the President sign 
into law a long-term reauthorization of the 
Secure Rural Schools and Community Self- 
Determination Act of 2000; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture encourages the United States Congress 
to pass H.R. 2340 or S. 1027 to extend, or leg-
islation to permanently reauthorize, the Se-
cure Rural Schools and Community Self-De-
termination Act of 2000. 

Copies of this resolution shall be sent to 
the Honorable Donald J. Trump, President of 
the United States; the Honorable Sonny 
Perdue, United States Secretary of Agri-
culture; the Honorable Betsy DeVos, United 
States Secretary of Education; the Honor-
able Lisa Murkowski, Chair of the Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee of the 
U.S. Senate; the Honorable Dan Sullivan, 
U.S. Senator, and the Honorable Don Young, 
U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska 
delegation in Congress; and all other mem-
bers of the 115th United States Congress. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
without amendment: 

S. 2369. A bill to authorize aboriginal sub-
sistence whaling pursuant to the regulations 
of the International Whaling Commission, 
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 115–425). 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources: 

Report to accompany S. 90, A bill to survey 
the gradient boundary along the Red River 
in the States of Oklahoma and Texas, and for 
other purposes (Rept. No. 115–426). 

Report to accompany S. 441, A bill to des-
ignate the Organ Mountains and other public 
land as components of the National Wilder-
ness Preservation System in the State of 
New Mexico, and for other purposes (Rept. 
No. 115–427). 

Report to accompany S. 569, A bill to 
amend title 54, United States Code, to pro-
vide consistent and reliable authority for, 
and for the funding of, the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund to maximize the effec-
tiveness of the Fund for future generations, 
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 115–428). 

Report to accompany S. 2160, A bill to es-
tablish a pilot program under which the 
Chief of the Forest Service may use alter-
native dispute resolution in lieu of judicial 
review of certain projects (Rept. No. 115–429). 

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

S. 2773. A bill to improve the management 
of driftnet fishing (Rept. No. 115–430). 

By Mr. RISCH, from the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship: 

Report to accompany S. 3562, A bill to 
amend the Small Business Act to modify the 
method for prescribing size standards for 
business concerns (Rept. No. 115–431). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 

and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. CASSIDY: 
S. 3737. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs to carry out the Medical 
Surgical Prime Vendor program using mul-
tiple prime vendors, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr. 
TILLIS): 

S. 3738. A bill to amend the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act and Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to prevent the inter 
partes review process for challenging patents 
from diminishing competition in the phar-
maceutical industry and with respect to drug 
innovation, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and 
Mr. SULLIVAN): 

S. 3739. A bill to amend the Arctic Re-
search and Policy Act of 1984 to modify the 
membership of the Arctic Research Commis-
sion, to establish an Arctic Executive Steer-
ing Committee, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and 
Mr. SULLIVAN): 

S. 3740. A bill to establish a congression-
ally chartered seaway development corpora-
tion in the Arctic, consistent with cus-
tomary international law, with the intention 
of uniting Arctic nations in a cooperative 
Arctic shipping union, where voluntary col-
lective maritime shipping fees will help fund 
the infrastructural and environmental de-
mands of safe and reliable shipping in the re-
gion; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr. 
KING): 

S. Res. 719. A resolution designating De-
cember 15, 2018, as ‘‘Wreaths Across America 
Day’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH): 

S. Res. 720. A resolution expressing the 
condolences of the Senate and honoring the 
memory of the victims of the shooting at 
Mercy Hospital and Medical Center in Chi-
cago, Illinois, on November 19, 2018; consid-
ered and agreed to. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
TOOMEY): 

S. Res. 721. A resolution designating the 
week beginning on October 21, 2018, as ‘‘Na-
tional Chemistry Week’’; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Ms. 
HEITKAMP, Mr. TESTER, Ms. WARREN, 
and Mr. PETERS): 

S. Res. 722. A resolution designating Octo-
ber 26, 2018, as ‘‘Day of the Deployed’’; con-
sidered and agreed to. 

By Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. CAS-
SIDY): 

S. Res. 723. A resolution congratulating the 
American College of Emergency Physicians 
on its 50th anniversary; considered and 
agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 352 

At the request of Mr. CORKER, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
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SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 352, a bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to Master Sergeant 
Rodrick ‘‘Roddie’’ Edmonds in recogni-
tion of his heroic actions during World 
War II. 

S. 568 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 568, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to count a pe-
riod of receipt of outpatient observa-
tion services in a hospital toward satis-
fying the 3-day inpatient hospital re-
quirement for coverage of skilled nurs-
ing facility services under Medicare. 

S. 693 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the Senator 
from Montana (Mr. TESTER), the Sen-
ator from Indiana (Mr. DONNELLY), the 
Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs. 
SHAHEEN), the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN), the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO), the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS), the Senator from New 
Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from 
Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH), the Senator 
from Minnesota (Ms. SMITH), the Sen-
ator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN), the Senator from New Hampshire 
(Ms. HASSAN), the Senator from Nevada 
(Ms. CORTEZ MASTO), the Senator from 
Alabama (Mr. JONES), the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. NELSON), the Senator from 
New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the Sen-
ator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), the 
Senator from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN), 
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY), the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Sen-
ator from California (Ms. HARRIS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 693, a bill to 
amend the Public Health Service Act 
to increase the number of permanent 
faculty in palliative care at accredited 
allopathic and osteopathic medical 
schools, nursing schools, social work 
schools, and other programs, including 
physician assistant education pro-
grams, to promote education and re-
search in palliative care and hospice, 
and to support the development of fac-
ulty careers in academic palliative 
medicine. 

S. 1503 
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1503, a bill to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in rec-
ognition of the 60th anniversary of the 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame. 

S. 1906 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) and the Senator from 
West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1906, a bill to post-
humously award the Congressional 
Gold Medal to each of Glen Doherty, 
Tyrone Woods, J. Christopher Stevens, 
and Sean Smith in recognition of their 
contributions to the Nation. 

S. 3215 
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 

the name of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3215, a bill to amend title 49, 
United States Code, to require the de-
velopment of a bus operations safety 
risk reduction program, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3332 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3332, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the in-
clusion of certain fringe benefit ex-
penses for which a deduction is dis-
allowed in unrelated business taxable 
income. 

S. 3611 
At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 

names of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN), the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW), the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) and the 
Senator from New Hampshire (Ms. HAS-
SAN) were added as cosponsors of S. 
3611, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 and the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to facilitate the dis-
closure of tax return information to 
carry out the Higher Education Act of 
1965, and for other purposes. 

S. 3622 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3622, a bill to condemn gross 
human rights violations of ethnic 
Turkic Muslims in Xinjiang, and call-
ing for an end to arbitrary detention, 
torture, and harassment of these com-
munities inside and outside China. 

S.J. RES. 64 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN), the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. NELSON), the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. CARPER) and the Senator 
from Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added 
as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 64, a joint 
resolution providing for congressional 
disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, 
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of the 
Treasury relating to ‘‘Returns by Ex-
empt Organizations and Returns by 
Certain Non-Exempt Organizations’’ . 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself 
and Mr. SULLIVAN): 

S. 3739. A bill to amend the Arctic 
Research and Policy Act of 1984 to 
modify the membership of the Arctic 
Research Commission, to establish an 
Arctic Executive Steering Committee, 
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
there has been a lot of discussion this 
evening by my colleague from New Jer-
sey and by my colleague from Rhode 
Island about the issue of climate 

change and its impact. I come from a 
part of the country where climate 
change is there; it is with us; it is real. 
It is something that we look to as 
Alaskans with a reality of this world 
view. 

I spend a lot of my time here in the 
Senate focused on not only the U.S. 
Arctic but the Arctic as a whole, the 
eight Arctic nations that we intersect 
with. So I would like to take a few 
minutes this evening to speak about 
the happenings in the Arctic—our new 
reality—as we are seeing greater oppor-
tunities but also greater challenges in 
an area that I find to be an extraor-
dinary place on our globe. 

It was maybe a little more than 150 
years ago when Massachusetts Senator 
and the chairman of the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee at the time, 
Charles Sumner, argued the 
geostrategic importance of Alaska to 
our young Nation at the time. Senator 
Sumner spoke about how the Aleutians 
represented this gateway to Asia. This 
was a maritime route to the west coast 
that was roughly 1,000 miles shorter 
than the southern route through the 
Sandwich Isles, which was popular at 
the time. 

It was about 70 years later that Gen. 
Billy Mitchell, who was the father of 
the Air Force, testified before Congress 
and said that he believed that in the 
future, whoever controls Alaska con-
trols the world. He thought it was the 
most strategic place in the world. 

Then we had World War II, the Japa-
nese, who also recognized the strategic 
importance of the Aleutians, and they 
briefly seized and occupied the islands 
of Attu and Kiska. 

While the war in the Aleutians may 
be forgotten by many here at home, 
the world continues to remember the 
strategic significance of the North. 

Although General Mitchell saw the 
strategic geographic location of Alas-
ka, he could not have imagined the en-
vironmental changes that would make 
sea routes accessible to commerce 
year-round, nor could he have imagined 
the rich mineral wealth beneath the 
Arctic. He might have been able to 
have imagined that Russia would take 
a major interest in the Arctic. Given 
its proximity from the Bering Strait 
region of Alaska, one can indeed see 
Russia from one’s window. There are 
not too many people on Little 
Diomede, but I have been there. Big 
Diomede sits just about 21⁄2 miles 
across the water, but I doubt that Gen-
eral Mitchell would ever have been able 
to have imagined that nations like 
China or India would have taken an in-
terest in the very remote and often for-
bidding North, less that they would be 
fielding icebreakers in 2019 and 2020, as 
China and India are. He might also 
wonder why Singapore would take such 
an interest to justify observer status 
on the Arctic Council. 

While places like Singapore seek ob-
server status, the United States has 
passed the chairmanship of the Arctic 
Council and, with it, most of our diplo-
matic efforts towards the Arctic. The 
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