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of the Runaway and Homeless Youth
Act and expressed our concern with in-
cluding a lower reauthorization with
no improvements as part of Juvenile
Justice Reform. Unfortunately, mem-
bers on the other side were willing to
hold up passage of Juvenile Justice Re-
form for yet another Congress, over an
unrelated program.

In the interest of ensuring pro-
grammatic improvements and reau-
thorization of juvenile justice pro-
grams, Senator COLLINS and I agreed to
a 2-year reauthorization of Runaway
and Homeless Youth programs at an 8-
percent reduction from its last author-
ized levels. Although I am disappointed
that Runaway and Homeless Youth
programs are reauthorized even in the
short term without needed pro-
grammatic improvements, I look for-
ward to working with members of the
House and Senate to pass a bipartisan,
comprehensive Runaway and Homeless
Youth reauthorization in the 116th
Congress.

It is my understanding that the
House Committee on Education and
Workforce will prioritize a comprehen-
sive reauthorization of Runaway and
Homeless Youth next Congress, and I
hope the Senate Judiciary Committee
will do the same. If so, we have a
chance to make a real difference in the
lives of some of the most vulnerable
children in our Nation. It is time we
seize it.

———

RECIPROCAL ACCESS TO TIBET
ACT

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, this
evening the Senate unanimously
passed the Reciprocal Access to Tibet
Act of 2018. I was one of the earliest co-
sponsors of this bill, and I strongly
support it. For far too long, the Chi-
nese Government has tightly restricted
access to Tibet, preventing U.S. dip-
lomats and journalists from reporting
on the systematic human rights abuses
and destruction of Tibetan culture per-
petrated by the Chinese Government
and arbitrarily preventing Tibetan-
Americans from visiting their families.
Passing this legislation represents a
strong, bipartisan step toward address-
ing that decades-long injustice. I would
like to thank Senator RUBIO and Con-
gressman MCGOVERN for their work on
this legislation over several years.

The Chinese Government arbitrarily
requires a special permit for a foreign
diplomat, reporter, or tourist to visit
Tibet, a requirement China does not
impose for travel to any other provin-
cial-level jurisdiction, even Xinjiang.
The Chinese Government frequently
denies requests for these permits to
Tibet. Even when it does grant per-
mits, it generally requires foreigners to
be accompanied at all times by a gov-
ernment-designated guide. This arbi-
trary system not only makes it excep-
tionally difficult to report on the situ-
ation in Tibet, but it also gives the
Chinese Government significant lever-
age, which it reportedly exploits in
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various ways, over persons who hope to
obtain a permit.

In a 2015 white paper, the Chinese
Government claimed that, under Chi-
nese rule, “Tibet has been transformed
from a poor and backward society to
one that is advanced in both economy
and culture.” Setting aside that this
statement would 1look perfectly at
home among the discredited justifica-
tions for 19th century colonialism, if it
were true, then one would expect China
to welcome the world to witness its
rule in Tibet; yet in 2016, the Wash-
ington Post reported that Tibet ‘‘is
harder to visit as a journalist than
North Korea.” International media
cannot even enter Tibet except on in-
frequent, tightly controlled tours orga-
nized by the Chinese Government. The
situation is much the same for U.S.
diplomats.

It is not just journalists and officials
whose freedom of movement is re-
stricted. Tibetan-Americans attempt-
ing to visit their homeland report un-
dergoing a discriminatory Chinese visa
process, different from what is typi-
cally required for American citizens,
and often find their requests arbi-
trarily denied. I have heard about this
problem directly from my Tibetan-
American constituents in Vermont. I
have spoken about it with the leader of
the Tibetan Government-in-exile.

This issue has even touched a Ti-
betan-American member of my staff,
Nima Binara. His 89-year-old grand-
mother, Kaedungkhangsar Yangchen
Dolkar, was a naturalized American
citizen who hoped to see her homeland
and her relatives one last time before
she passed away, a visit the Chinese
Government refused to grant. Denying
a person’s right to visit their homeland
is a petty display of authoritarian con-
trol and one that we should not tol-
erate in the 21st century.

I vividly remember visiting Tibet in
1988 and meeting its warmhearted peo-
ple, appreciating its profound culture,
and seeing its breathtaking landscape.
With this legislation, we are now a step
closer to the day when all American
tourists, journalists, and diplomats can
make such a trip without undue re-
strictions. This legislation will also
make it more difficult for China to
hide its atrocious human rights record
in Tibet behind a cloak of isolation. It
will make it easier for Tibetans inside
Tibet to interact with the outside
world and more likely for the world to
realize that Tibetans are a distinct
people who deserve their right to self-
determination.

The House has already unanimously
passed this bill. I urge the President to
sign it into law without delay.

———

REMEMBERING BECKY WEICHHAND

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, dur-
ing this season of Advent, millions of
Americans join Christians around the
world to celebrate the coming of Jesus
Christ.
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A central tenet of Christianity is
born in the belief that Jesus is the
Light of the World.

On December 25, we celebrate the
light, the hope, and the joy our Lord
and Savior brings into the world.

Today, I come to the floor of the U.S.
Senate to pay tribute to a servant of
Christ who dedicated her life to bring
light, hope, and joy to children and
families around the world.

Her name is Becky Weichhand.

Becky blazed a trail of hope and love
to spread joy to children, especially
those awaiting adoption.

To those who knew her best, Becky
was an unconditional prayer warrior,
who graciously shared love and loyalty
to friends and strangers alike.

By all accounts, Becky shared un-
common devotion in her advocacy for
children, especially those in our Na-
tion’s foster care system.

Since 2014, Becky served as executive
director of the Congressional Coalition
on Adoption Institute.

Before that, she served as director of
policy, where she shined light on the
needs of children here in the United
States and abroad, including the
United Kingdom, Ethiopia, Guatemala,
Cambodia, Vietnam, South Korea, and
Haiti.

Since first joining the corps of dedi-
cated professionals working to help the
foster youth community, Becky had a
plan.

She had a plan for kids who went to
bed each night praying for a forever
home.

She had a plan for young people who
were growing up without a mom or
dad.

She had a plan to connect as many
kids as possible with a forever family.

Becky worked tirelessly to educate,
organize and advocate here on Capitol
Hill and at the grassroots.

She devoted her life and career to
making dreams come true for adoptive
parents and their children.

Among her priorities and achieve-
ments, I know that Becky was com-
mitted to growing the Foster Youth In-
ternship Program that connects foster
youth and congressional offices.

The program provides opportunities
for foster youth to work on Capitol
Hill.

Through this program, foster youth
collaborate and bring real-life perspec-
tive to the policymaking tables.

I have been fortunate to have an in-
tern through this program who worked
with my staff to help develop Federal
child welfare reforms.

They identified more effective ways
to serve foster kids, including those
who age out of the system.

Becky also worked to grow the An-
gels in Adoption Program.

It brings recognition to families who
go above and beyond the call to action
in their local communities to open
their hearts and homes to children
awaiting adoption.

Shining light on the good deeds and
unmet needs of others was her way of
bringing light to the world.
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As a founder and cochair of the Con-
gressional Caucus on Foster Youth, I
would like to turn the spotlight on
Becky’s good works.

She was driven to find a forever fam-
ily for every child. She was a problem
solver brimming with energy. Her ad-
vocacy led to important reforms. She
believed in miracles. She made every
effort to work miracles for children
and families.

Becky mentored foster youth and
paved the way for kids to dream big.
She gave them reason to hope that
their dreams can come true.

I extend my condolences to Becky’s
family, friends, and loved ones.

At age 36, Becky lost a brave battle
to cancer.

Her legacy will live on and bring joy
to countless children and moms and
dads where it matters the most: in a
forever family united through the
blessing of adoption.

On Saturday, December 15, a celebra-
tion of life will take place at the First
Church of God in Becky’s hometown of
St. Joseph, MI.

On this day, her loved ones will cele-
brate the light, joy, and hope she
brought to this world.

May the blessings of God’s Heavenly
embrace welcome Becky into her new
forever home for life everlasting.

——

TRIBUTE TO CAROLYN E. BOLDEN

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President,
along with my colleague, the ranking
member on the Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Committee, Sen-
ator MURRAY, I wish to pay tribute to
Carolyn Bolden, a nondesignated em-
ployee on the HELP Committee staff.
Ms. Bolden is retiring at the end of this
month after more than 23 years of dis-
tinguished service to the Congress, in-
cluding more than 12 years serving on
the HELP Committee.

Ms. Bolden has served on the HELP
Committee as an assistant editor on
detail from the Government Publishing
Office since September 2006, providing
support in all aspects of editing and
printing the committee’s many docu-
ments.

Ms. Bolden is well-regarded on both
sides of the aisle, having proven her
professionalism, courtesy, and substan-
tial expertise across four chairs and
both parties. Without the support of
Ms. Bolden and the rest of the nondes-
ignated staff, the committee could not
accomplish the important work the
American people expect us to get done
on their behalf. I, along with the rank-
ing member and the rest of the com-
mittee’s members, want to recognize
Ms. Bolden for that tremendous con-
tribution to the Committee as she exits
her time in the Senate.

I would like to yield now to my col-
league, the ranking member, Senator
MURRAY, for her remarks.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I
thank Chairman ALEXANDER and join
him in commending Ms. Bolden for her
many years of dedicated and out-
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standing service to the Government
Publishing Office, the Congress, and
the American people. I greatly appre-
ciate the sacrifice that Ms. Bolden has
made over the past 13 years in assisting
the HELP Committee by applying her
expertise in editing, printing, and me-
morializing our important work. We
wish her and her family all the best in
her well-deserved retirement.

We hope our colleagues will join us in
thanking Ms. Bolden for her service.

———

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD B.
PROVENCHER

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, along with
my colleagues Senator MIKE CRAPO and
Representative MIKE SIMPSON, today I
recognize and congratulate Mr. Rich-
ard B. Provencher on his upcoming re-
tirement after more than 32 years of
distinguished Federal service con-
sisting of Active-Duty military service,
service with the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, NRC, and more than 29
years of service with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy, DOE.

Mr. Provencher began his Federal ca-
reer in 1986 as a health physicist for
the NRC Headquarters Office of Nu-
clear Material Safety and Safeguards.
Rick transferred to NRC Region 1 in
King of Prussia, PA, where he was a
materials inspector. In 1990, he joined
the DOE as a health physicist and
began his Senior Executive Service ca-
reer as deputy director at West Valley
Demonstration Project in New York. In
1998, he served as the director of the
Miamisburg Closure Project in Ohio.

In 2003, he transferred to the Idaho
Operations Office in Idaho as the dep-
uty manager for environmental man-
agement, where he had a profound im-
pact on DOE’s mission to address Ida-
ho’s environmental cleanup efforts. Mr.
Provencher provided strong leadership
to the Federal and contractor work-
force, making Idaho’s cleanup perform-
ance one of the most successful in the
Nation.

Among his many accomplishments,
Mr. Provencher was instrumental in
negotiating and executing an agree-
ment between the DOE and the State
of Idaho to implement a cleanup plan
for buried waste in the subsurface dis-
posal area at the Idaho National Lab-
oratory, INL, significantly reducing
the scope of work from the original
plan and saving taxpayers $5 billion.

Most recently, Mr. Provencher served
as the Office of Nuclear Energy Man-
ager for Idaho Operations Office and
Contractor Assurance, responsible for
overseeing the INL—our Nation’s flag-
ship nuclear energy laboratory. This
responsibility includes managing over
200 Federal technical personnel and
oversight of over 6,000 contractor em-
ployees with an annual budget in ex-
cess of $1 billion. Under his leadership,
the INL completed major infrastruc-
ture improvements and significantly
improved research and development ca-
pabilities with state-of-the-art equip-
ment and facilities that will ensure a
bright future for the laboratory.
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Mr. Provencher’s remarkable ability
to foster collaboration has strength-
ened partnerships internal and external
to DOE. He repeatedly demonstrated
his ability to build coalitions through
his interactions with the State of
Idaho and other elected officials re-
garding the operation of the INL. With
multiple Departmental organizations
present on the site, as well as many
strategic partners across the govern-
ment, it is a testament to Rick’s lead-
ership that all the various business
functions are seamlessly integrated to
support the INL’s missions.

Mr. Provencher’s performance has
improved public trust and confidence
in the DOE’s mission work. He has
partnered with environmental cleanup
and laboratory participants in carrying
the message of cleanup success, labora-
tory growth, and contributions to the
region which have improved public per-
ception of the INL and overall DOE
mission work.

Through his years of dedicated serv-
ice, Mr. Provencher exemplifies the
best qualities of Idaho. Senator CRAPO,
Representative SIMPSON, and I thank
Rick for his service and wish him well
in all of his future endeavors.

TRIBUTE TO JOHN OSCAR
“JOHNNY” JONES

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, 1
am pleased to commend Mr. John
Oscar ‘“‘Johnny’” Jones, who is retiring
from U.S. Department of Agriculture
Rural Development after 37 consecu-
tive years of service to the Nation.

Raised in Coffeeville, MS, Johnny
joined USDA in 1980 as a student train-
ee in the Coffeeville Farmers Home Ad-
ministration Office. In pursuing a ca-
reer with USDA, Johnny followed in
the footsteps of his father, William
Woodrow Jones, and brother, William
Woodrow ‘“Woody”’ Jones, Jr., who both
made significant contributions to
American agriculture and rural econo-
mies throughout Mississippi as lifelong
USDA employees.

Following his graduation from Mis-
sissippi State University in 1982, John-
ny was promoted to the position of as-
sistant county supervisor, ACS, for
Webster County in Eupora, MS, with
responsibility for Webster and Choctaw
Counties. In 1985, he was promoted to
county supervisor for Attala County.
In 1990, Johnny was selected to serve as
a rural housing specialist in the State
Farmers Home Administration Office
in Jackson. Seven years later, Johnny
became the State program director for
Single Family Housing for Rural De-
velopment in Mississippi, a position he
has ably held for 21 years.

Working his way up from the Farm-
ers Home Administration Office in his
hometown to the State office in Jack-
son, Johnny not only gained excep-
tional knowledge and expertise, but he
also contributed unique perspective to
his work. Johnny understood the needs
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