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best practices. Let’s figure out what
the standard should be, and then help
fill those gaps to combat child exploi-
tation.

Perhaps the most significant accom-
plishment Congress made in terms of
my State over the last 2 years was
working together to deliver disaster re-
lief to those suffering from Hurricane
Harvey. That catastrophic flooding and
damage caused by Harvey is something
we hope to never see again during our
lifetime, but that is a hope I am afraid
is in vain. We know there will always
be more hurricanes and more floods.

I was proud to join forces with the
junior Senator from Texas, Mr. CRUZ,
to secure nearly $147 billion that was
available for disaster relief, including
Hurricane Harvey, but not limited to
Hurricane Harvey. It is also for the
wildfires out West and the hurricanes
that hit Florida, Puerto Rico, and
other parts of the country.

In addition to the disaster relief, we
passed two pieces of legislation that
specifically addressed the needs of my
constituents in Texas. The first makes
houses of worship eligible for certain
grants to help them rebuild after disas-
ters. Many houses of worship have es-
sentially public facilities that they
make available to the community that
are unrelated to proselytizing, and we
made sure that these FEMA grants
were available to help them rebuild
after disasters.

The second was a tax relief provision
that allows Texans to deduct property
damage costs and access retirement
savings without penalties. That is
something we did for Hurricane
Katrina in the wake of Katrina. We did
so after Hurricane Harvey as well. It is
just another way we have made peo-
ple’s lives a little bit better after suf-
fering from this natural disaster.

While aid after a disaster helps those
affected to be able to rebuild, it does
little good if we are not also working
to help prevent or mitigate the threat
of flooding and future hurricanes. So
we passed provisions that will expedite,
for example, a coastal study and that
authorizes flood mitigation projects
along the gulf coast.

Most of the refined product needed
for jet fuel and gasoline is refined
along the gulf coast of Texas and Lou-
isiana. So it is important from a na-
tional perspective—not just from a
local perspective—that we do every-
thing we can to anticipate and miti-
gate against future threats and threats
to our Nation’s refined energy products
supply.

I feel fortunate to be in the U.S. Sen-
ate. I am proud of the work we have
done in the 115th Congress. But we need
to finish our job and get our work com-
pleted before Christmas.

As we close out the 115th Congress,
the types of accomplishments I have
mentioned, frankly, don’t necessarily
get a lot of attention because most of
these are bipartisan bills that we pass
without a lot of controversy or a lot of
noise. But I hope we can continue to
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build on these accomplishments for the
benefit of my constituents in Texas
and Americans across the country.

We have just a short time left, 2
weeks, perhaps, assuming we can
pass—and I do expect we will pass—a 2-
week continuing resolution, taking us
up to the 21st. Honestly, I don’t think
we need to wait that long. We know
what we have to do; we just need to
come together and get it done. Then we
can all go home and be with our fami-
lies and loved ones during Christmas.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

MAJOR ROBERT ODELL OWENS
POST OFFICE

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 5238 and that
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5238) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1234 Saint Johns Place in Brooklyn, New
York, as the ‘“Major Robert Odell Owens
Post Office™.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 5238) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

————

LARRY DOBY CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL ACT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 1861, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1861) to award a Congressional
Gold Medal in honor of Lawrence Eugene
“Larry’” Doby in recognition of his achieve-
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ments and contributions to American major
league athletics, civil rights, and the Armed
Forces during World War II.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I know
of no further debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill pass?

The bill (H.R. 1861) was passed.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—

NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
MUSEUM EXHIBITS ACT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of H.R. 1417
and that the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1417) to amend the National
Law Enforcement Museum Act to allow the
Museum to acquire, receive, possess, collect,
ship, transport, import, and display firearms,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 1417) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———————

REAL ID ACT MODIFICATION FOR
FREELY ASSOCIATED STATES ACT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 3398 and
that the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3398) to amend the Real ID Act
of 2005 to permit Freely Associated States to
meet identification requirements under such
Act, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.
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Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3398) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———————

SMALL BUSINESS RUNWAY
EXTENSION ACT OF 2018

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be discharged and the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 6330.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 6330) to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to modify the method for pre-
scribing size standards for business concerns.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I know
of no further debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill pass?

The bill (H.R. 6330) was passed.

——
NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVE
ENTREPRENEURSHIP SUPPORT

ACT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 635, S. 3561.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 35661) to support entrepreneurs
serving in the National Guard and Reserve,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship, with amendments, as follows:

S. 3561

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National
Guard and Reserve Entrepreneurship Sup-
port Act’.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF LOAN ASSISTANCE AND
DEFERRAL ELIGIBILITY TO RESERV-
ISTS BEYOND PERIODS OF MILITARY
CONFLICT.

(a) SMALL BUSINESS ACT AMENDMENTS.—
Section 7 of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 636) is amended—
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(1) in subsection (b)(3)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking clause (ii);

(ii) by redesignating clause (i) as clause
(id);

(iii) by inserting before clause (ii), as so re-
designated, the following:

‘(i) the term ‘active service’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 101(d)(3) of
title 10, United States Code;”’; and

(iv) in clause (ii), as so redesignated, by
adding ‘‘and’ at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘being
ordered to active military duty during a pe-
riod of military conflict’”” and inserting
‘“‘being ordered to perform active service for
a period of more than 30 consecutive days’’;

(C) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘ac-
tive duty” each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘active service’’; and

(D) in subparagraph (G)(ii)(IT), by striking
‘“‘active duty’’ and inserting ‘‘active service’’;
and

(2) in subsection (n)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“ACTIVE DUTY” and inserting ‘‘ACTIVE SERV-
ICE’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking subparagraph (C);

(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and
(B) as subparagraphs (B) and (C), respec-
tively;

(iii) by inserting before subparagraph (B),
as so redesignated, the following:

‘“(A) ACTIVE SERVICE.—The term ‘active
service’ has the meaning given that term in
section 101(d)(3) of title 10, United States
Code.”’;

(iv) in subparagraph (B), as so redesig-
nated, by striking ‘‘ordered to active duty
during a period of military conflict’’ and in-
serting ‘‘ordered to perform active service
for a period of more than 30 consecutive
days’’; and

(v) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘ac-
tive duty” each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘“‘active service’’; and

(C) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking ‘‘active
duty” each place it appears and inserting
“‘active service”’.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by subsection (a)(1) shall apply to an eco-
nomic injury suffered or likely to be suffered
as the result of an essential employee being
ordered to perform active service (as defined
in section 101(d)(3) of title 10, United States
Code) for a period of more than 30 consecu-
tive days who is discharged or released from
such active service on or after the date of en-
actment of this Act.

(c) SEMIANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than
180 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, and semiannually thereafter, the Presi-
dent shall submit to the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Small Business
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives a report on the
number of loans made under the Military Re-
servist Economic Injury Disaster Loan pro-
gram and the dollar volume of those loans.
The report shall contain the subsidy rate of
the disaster loan program as authorized
under section 7(b) of the Small Business Act
(156 U.S.C. 636(b)) with the loans made under
the Military Reservist Economic Injury Dis-
aster Loan program and without those loans
included.

(d) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—Section 8(1) of the Small Business
Act (15 U.S.C. 637(1)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘““The Administration” and
inserting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administration’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘(as defined in section
T(n)(1))”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

S7333

¢“(2) DEFINITION OF PERIOD OF MILITARY CON-
FLICT.—In this subsection, the term ‘period
of military conflict’ means—

““(A) a period of war declared by the Con-
gress;

‘““(B) a period of national emergency de-
clared by the Congress or by the President;
or

‘“(C) a period of a contingency operation,
as defined in section 101(a) of title 10, United
States Code.”.

SEC. 3. NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVE DEPLOY-
MENT SUPPORT AND BUSINESS
TRAINING PROGRAM.

(a) EXPANSION OF SMALL BUSINESS ADMINIS-
TRATION OUTREACH  PROGRAMS.—Section
8(b)(17) of the Small Business Act (156 U.S.C.
637(b)(17)) is amended by striking ‘‘and mem-
bers of a reserve component of the Armed
Forces’ and inserting ‘‘members of a reserve
component of the Armed Forces, and the
spouses of veterans and members of a reserve
component of the Armed Forces’’.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—Section
32 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 657b)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘(g) NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVE DE-
PLOYMENT SUPPORT AND BUSINESS TRAIN-
ING.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In making grants carried
out under section 8(b)(17), the Associate Ad-
ministrator shall establish a program, to be
known as the ‘National Guard and Reserve
Deployment Support and Business Training
Program’, to provide training, counseling
and other assistance to support members of
a reserve component of the Armed Forces
and their spouses.

‘(2) AUTHORITIES.—In carrying out this
subsection, the Associate Administrator
may—

“(A) modify programs and resources made
available through section 8(b)(17) to provide
pre-deployment and other information spe-
cific to members of a reserve component of
the Armed Forces and their spouses;

‘(B) collaborate with the Chief of the Na-
tional Guard Bureau or the Chief’s designee,
State Adjutant Generals or their designees,
and other public and private partners; and

‘“(C) provide training, information, and
other resources to the Chief of the National
Guard Bureau or the Chief’s designee and
State Adjutant Generals or their designees
for the purpose of supporting members of a
reserve component of the Armed Forces and
the spouses of veterans and members of a re-
serve component of the Armed Forces.”.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported
amendments be agreed to and that the
bill, as amended, be considered read a
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendments
were agreed to.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Mr. CORNYN. I know of no further
debate on the bill, as amended.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the question is on the passage
of the bill.

The bill (S. 3561), as amended, was
passed as follows:

S. 3561

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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