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considered read a third time and passed 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 6651) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THREATS TO FREE-
DOM OF THE PRESS AND EX-
PRESSION AROUND THE WORLD 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 545, S. Res. 501. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 501) recognizing 
threats to freedom of the press and expres-
sion around the world and reaffirming free-
dom of the press as a priority in efforts of 
the Government of the United States to pro-
mote democracy and good governance. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution, 
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations without 
amendment and with an amendment to 
the preamble. 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to; that the committee-re-
ported amendment to the preamble be 
agreed to; that the preamble, as 
amended, be agreed to; and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 501) was 
agreed to. 

The amendment to the preamble was 
agreed to as follows: 

Whereas freedom of the press is a cornerstone 
of American democracy and is enshrined in the 
first amendment to the Constitution; 

Whereas Article 19 of the United Nations Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted in 
Paris, France, on December 10, 1948, states that 
‘‘[e]veryone has the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression; this right includes freedom to 
hold opinions without interference and to seek, 
receive and impart information and ideas 
through any media and regardless of frontiers’’; 

Whereas, in 1993, the United Nations General 
Assembly proclaimed May 3 of each year as 
‘‘World Press Freedom Day’’ to— 

(1) celebrate the fundamental principles of 
freedom of the press; 

(2) evaluate freedom of the press around the 
world; 

(3) defend against attacks on the independ-
ence of the media; and 

(4) pay tribute to journalists who have lost 
their lives in the exercise of their profession; 

Whereas, on December 18, 2013, the United 
Nations General Assembly adopted United Na-
tions General Assembly Resolution 163 (2013) on 
the safety of journalists and the issue of impu-
nity, which unequivocally condemns, in both 
conflict and non-conflict situations, all attacks 
on and violence against journalists and media 
workers, including torture, extrajudicial killing, 
enforced disappearance, arbitrary detention, 
and intimidation and harassment; 

Whereas the theme for World Press Freedom 
Day 2018 is ‘‘Keeping Power in Check: Media, 
Justice and The Rule of Law’’; 

Whereas the Daniel Pearl Freedom of the 
Press Act of 2009 (22 U.S.C. 2151 note; Public 
Law 111–166), which was passed by unanimous 
consent in the Senate and signed into law by 
President Barack Obama in 2010, expanded the 
annual Country Reports on Human Rights 
Practices of the Department of State to include 
an examination of freedom of the press; 

Whereas the 2017 World Press Freedom Index, 
published by Reporters Without Borders, 
warned that ‘‘media freedom has retreated 
wherever the authoritarian strongman model 
has triumphed’’; 

Whereas Freedom House noted in the report 
‘‘Freedom of the Press 2017’’ that— 

(1) global press freedom has declined to its 
lowest point in 13 years; and 

(2) only 13 percent of the global population 
enjoys a free press, meaning a media environ-
ment in which ‘‘coverage of political news is ro-
bust, the safety of journalists is guaranteed, 
state intrusion in media affairs is minimal, and 
the press is not subject to onerous legal or eco-
nomic pressures’’; 

Whereas journalists working inside the United 
States are not immune from violence against the 
media, as was demonstrated on the afternoon of 
June 28, 2018, when a 38-year-old gunman with 
a long-standing grudge against the reporting of 
the Capital Gazette entered the newspaper’s 
newsroom in Annapolis, Maryland, and killed 5 
employees with a shotgun; 

Whereas, according to the Committee to Pro-
tect Journalists— 

(1) in 2017— 
(A) the 2 deadliest countries for journalists on 

assignment were Iraq and Syria; 
(B) 46 journalists were killed in cases in which 

the motive for the killing was confirmed to be re-
lated to reporting by those journalists; 

(C) 20 journalists were killed in cases in which 
the motive for the killing was unconfirmed; 

(D) there were 21 cases in which journalists 
were jailed for ‘‘false news’’, which represented 
more than double the number of cases in which 
journalists were jailed for ‘‘false news’’ in 2016; 
and 

(E) the percentage of female journalists who 
were killed in a year was the highest on record; 

(2) the most dangerous subject for a journalist 
to report is politics, followed only then by war; 
and 

(3) as of December 1, 2017, 262 journalists 
worldwide were imprisoned for their work, 
marking the second consecutive year that the 
number of journalists imprisoned for their work 
hit a historic high; 

Whereas freedom of the press is a key compo-
nent of democratic governance, activism in civil 
society, and socioeconomic development; and 

Whereas freedom of the press enhances public 
accountability, transparency, and participation 
in civil society and democratic governance: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses concern about the threats to 

freedom of the press and expression around 
the world; 

(2) welcomes the celebration of World 
Press Freedom Day 2018 on May 3, 2018; 

(3) commends journalists and media work-
ers around the world for their essential role 
in promoting government accountability, de-
fending democratic activity, and strength-
ening civil society, despite threats to the 
safety of those journalists and media work-
ers; 

(4) pays tribute to journalists who have 
lost their lives carrying out their work; 

(5) calls on governments abroad to imple-
ment United Nations General Assembly Res-
olution 163 (2013) on the safety of journalists 
and the issue of impunity by thoroughly in-
vestigating and seeking to resolve out-
standing cases of violence against journal-

ists, including murders and kidnappings, 
while ensuring the protection of witnesses; 

(6) condemns all actions around the world 
that suppress freedom of the press; 

(7) reaffirms the centrality of freedom of 
the press to efforts of the Government of the 
United States to support democracy, miti-
gate conflict, and promote good governance 
domestically and around the world; and 

(8) calls on the President and the Secretary 
of State to— 

(A) on the basis of the protections afforded 
under the First Amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States, preserve and build 
upon the leadership of the United States on 
issues relating to freedom of the press; 

(B) improve the means by which the Gov-
ernment of the United States rapidly identi-
fies, publicizes, and responds to threats 
against freedom of the press around the 
world; 

(C) urge foreign governments to conduct 
transparent investigations and adjudications 
of the perpetrators of attacks against jour-
nalists; and 

(D) highlight the issue of threats against 
freedom of the press— 

(i) in the annual Human Rights Reports of 
the Department of State; and 

(ii) throughout the year. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, as 
amended, was passed. 

f 

SUPPORTING LIGHTS ON AFTER-
SCHOOL, A NATIONAL CELEBRA-
TION OF AFTERSCHOOL PRO-
GRAMS HELD ON OCTOBER 25, 
2018 
Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
710, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 710) supporting Lights 
On Afterschool, a national celebration of 
afterschool programs held on October 25, 
2018. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. PORTMAN. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, that the preamble be agreed to, and 
that the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table 
with no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 710) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

APPOINTMENT 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Chair announces, on behalf of the Ma-
jority Leader and the Democratic 
Leader, pursuant to the Public Law 
110–298, the appointment of the fol-
lowing individual to serve as a member 
of the Federal Law Enforcement Con-
gressional Badge of Bravery Board: 
Charles Dunne of New York (vice Rick 
McCubbin of Kentucky). 
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ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 

NOVEMBER 29, 2018 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Thursday, Novem-
ber 29; further, that following the pray-
er and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following 
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to 

executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Farr nomination under the 
previous order; finally, that all time 
during recess, adjournment, morning 
business, and leader remarks count 
postcloture on the Farr nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-

fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 7:10 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
November 29, 2018, at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATION 

Executive nomination confirmed by 
the Senate November 28, 2018: 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

KAREN DUNN KELLEY, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE DEP-
UTY SECRETARY OF COMMERCE. 
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