S7192

S. 3656
At the request of Mrs. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 3656, a bill to authorize the Depart-
ment of Energy to conduct collabo-
rative research with the Department of
Veterans Affairs in order to improve
healthcare services for veterans in the
United States, and for other purposes.
S.J. RES. 54
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) and the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) were added as cosponsors
of S.J. Res. 54, a joint resolution to di-
rect the removal of United States
Armed Forces from hostilities in the
Republic of Yemen that have not been
authorized by Congress.
S. RES. 633
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL,
the names of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Senator
from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 633, a
resolution expressing the sense of the
Senate that Congress should take all
appropriate measures to ensure that
the United States Postal Service re-
mains an independent establishment of
the Federal Government and is not
subject to privatization.
S. RES. 709
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. GARDNER), the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT), the Senator from
Delaware (Mr. COONSs), the Senator
from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), the Senator
from Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. KyYL), the Senator
from Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN), the Sen-
ator from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE), the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON),
the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. CAS-
SIDY), the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY), the Senator from North
Carolina (Mr. BURR), the Senator from
Arkansas (Mr. BOOzZMAN), the Senator
from South Dakota (Mr. THUNE), the
Senator from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER),
the Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO),
the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
INHOFE), the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS), the Senator from
California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN),
the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI), the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER), the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS), the Senator from Utah
(Mr. HATCH) and the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 709, a resolu-
tion condemning Russia’s provocative
actions in the Kerch Strait against the
Ukrainian navy.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Mr. CASEY):

S. 3669. A bill to assist States in im-
proving guardianship oversight and
data collection; to the Committee on
Finance.
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Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President. As
Chairman of the Senate Aging Com-
mittee, I rise today to introduce the
“Guardianship Accountability Act of
2018, a bill that would assist States in
improving guardianship oversight and
data collection. I am pleased to be
joined by our Committee’s Ranking
Member, Senator BoB CASEY.

Protecting older Americans from fi-
nancial fraud and exploitation is one of
my top priorities. According to the Na-
tional Center for State Courts, an esti-
mated 1.3 million adults are under the
care of guardians—family members or
professionals—who control approxi-
mately $50 billion of their assets.
Guardianship is a legal relationship
created by a court that is designed to
protect those with diminished or lost
capacity. In many cases, however, the
system lacks basic protections leaving
the most vulnerable Americans at risk
of exploitation.

Today, the Aging Committee released
a bipartisan report to help change the
tide, implement reforms, and restore
trust in guardianship. Titled, ‘‘Ensur-
ing Trust: Strengthening State Efforts
to Overhaul the Guardianship Process
and Protect Older Americans,” the re-
port is the culmination of the Commit-
tee’s year-long work investigating the
guardianship system.

Throughout the course of the year,
we heard harrowing tales from families
around the Nation who have struggled
with abusive guardians. We also spoke
with families who had heartening sto-
ries to share—of dedicated and faithful
guardians stepping up to protect the
assets of seniors with dementia and
other conditions affecting capacity. A
good guardian can provide years of sup-
port for a protected individual, ensur-
ing a full life directed, wherever pos-
sible, by the person’s own choices and
preferences. Once a guardianship is im-
posed, however, the individual’s rights
are removed, and oversight to protect
the individual from abuse, neglect, and
exploitation becomes critical.

Our Committee has gathered infor-
mation, analysis and recommendations
from States, courts, and organizations
representing older Americans and
those with disabilities around the
country, and received more than 100
comments pointing to gaps in the sys-
tem and, most important, offering so-
lutions. The Committee found a pat-
tern of barriers to proper oversight and
a need for greater use of alternatives to
guardianship. We identified persistent
and widespread challenges that require
a nationwide focus in order to ensure
the guardianship system works on be-
half of the individuals it is intended to
protect. The Committee’s report out-
lines policy recommendations at local,
state, and federal levels that would im-
prove outcomes for Americans subject
to guardianship.

The Guardianship Accountability Act
addresses many of our report’s rec-
ommendations. The bill would direct
the Elder Justice Coordinating Council
to establish a National Online Re-
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source Center on Guardianship to col-
lect and publish information relevant
to guardianship for use by guardians,
individuals subject to guardianship,
courts, states, local governments, and
community organizations. The re-
source center would also publish model
legislation and best practices devel-
oped pursuant to the Elder Abuse Pre-
vention and Prosecution Act, compile
and publish training materials for
guardians, share research related to
guardianship, and maintain a database
on State laws regarding guardianship
and the use of less restrictive alter-
natives. In addition, the bill would also
expand the availability of Federal dem-
onstration grants, established by the
Elder Justice Act, to include use for
the development of State guardianship
databases, training for court visitors,
and sharing of information on guardian
background checks.

Combating financial abuse and ex-
ploitation of seniors requires law en-
forcement and social service agencies
at all levels of government to work col-
laboratively together, which the
Guardianship Accountability Act pro-
motes. I'm proud to have worked on
this bill with Senator CASEY, and I
urge my colleagues to support it.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and
Ms. DUCKWORTH):

S. 3671. A bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency to revise certain ethylene oxide
emissions standards under the Clean
Air Act, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 3671

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ETHYLENE OXIDE EMISSIONS STAND-
ARDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (referred to in this section as
the ‘“‘Administrator’’) shall amend—

(1) subparts O and FFFF of part 63 of title
40, Code of Federal Regulations, to revise the
standards for the emission of ethylene oxide
under those subparts based on the results de-
scribed in the report of the National Center
for Environmental Assessment of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency entitled
“Evaluation of the Inhalation Carcino-
genicity of Ethylene Oxide” and dated De-
cember 2016; and

(2) subpart O of part 63 of title 40, Code of
Federal Regulations, to apply maximum
achievable control technology (within the
meaning of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401
et seq.)) requirements to chamber exhaust
vents.

(b) NOTIFICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the Administrator learns of a violation
of the standards revised under subsection (a),
the Administrator shall notify the public of
the violation in a manner determined to be
appropriate by the Administrator.
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(2) FAILURE TO NOTIFY.—If the Adminis-
trator fails to notify the public under para-
graph (1) by the end of the period described
in that paragraph, the Inspector General of
the Environmental Protection Agency shall
carry out an investigation to determine—

(A) the reason or reasons for which the Ad-
ministrator failed to notify the public;

(B) the public health risks associated with
the failure of the Administrator to notify
the public; and

(C) any steps the Administrator should
take to ensure the Administrator meets the
requirements described in paragraph (1) in
the future.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  710—SUP-
PORTING LIGHTS ON AFTER-
SCHOOL, A NATIONAL CELEBRA-
TION OF AFTERSCHOOL PRO-
GRAMS HELD ON OCTOBER 25,
2018

Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms.
SMITH) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 710

Whereas more than 28,000,000 children in
the United States have parents who work
outside the home;

Whereas high-quality programs that ex-
pand learning opportunities for children,
such as afterschool, before-school, summer,
and expanded learning opportunities, provide
safe, challenging, engaging, and fun learning
experiences, including experiences that en-
courage the study of science, technology, en-
gineering, and math, that help children and
youth develop social, emotional, physical,
cultural, and academic skills;

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs
and high-quality expanded learning opportu-
nities provide students with hands-on, en-
gaging lessons that are aligned with the
school day;

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs
complement regular and expanded school
days and support working families by ensur-
ing that the children of those families are
safe and productive during the hours parents
are working;

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs
engage families, schools, and diverse commu-
nity partners in advancing the well-being of
children and youth in the United States;

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs
that partner with high-quality community-
based organizations build stronger commu-
nities by integrating schools with the larger
community; and

Whereas Lights On Afterschool, a national
celebration of afterschool, before-school,
summer, and expanded learning opportuni-
ties programs, held on October 25, 2018, high-
lights the critical importance of those high-
quality programs to children and the fami-
lies and communities of those children: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports Lights
On Afterschool, a national celebration of
afterschool programs held on October 25,
2018.

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I have
11 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.
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Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

The Committee on Agriculture is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, November
28, 2018, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing on the following nominations:
Mindy Brashears, of Texas, to be Under
Secretary for Food Safety, Naomi C.
BEarp, of Maryland, to be an Assistant
Secretary, and Scott Hutchins, of Indi-
ana, to be Under Secretary for Re-
search, Education, and Economics, all
of the Department of Agriculture.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, November 28, 2018, at 9:30
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
‘““Addressing America’s Surface Trans-
portation Infrastructure Needs.”

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, No-
vember 28, 2018, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘“The Global Fight
to End Modern Slavery.”

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, No-
vember 28, 2018, at 2 p.m., to conduct a
hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, November 28,
2018, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘“‘Reducing Health Care Costs:
Improving Affordability through Inno-
vation.”

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, November
28, 2018, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing on the following nominations: Ron-
ald D. Vitiello, of Illinois, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, Richard S. Tischner, of Virginia,
to be Director of the Court Services
and Offender Supervision Agency for
the District of Columbia, and Dennis
Dean Kirk, of Virginia, to be Chair-
man, and Julia Akins Clark, of Mary-
land, and Andrew F. Manuz, both to be
a Member, all of the Merit Systems
Protection Board.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, November
28, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a legis-
lative hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is

authorized to meet during the session
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of the Senate on Wednesday, November
28, 2018, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing
on the following nominations: Brian C.
Buescher, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Nebraska,
Clifton L. Corker, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District
of Tennessee, M. Miller Baker, of Vir-
ginia, and Timothy M. Reif, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, both to be a Judge of
the United States Court of Inter-
national Trade, and Donald W. Wash-
ington, of Texas, to be Director of the
United States Marshals Service, De-
partment of Justice.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

The Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, November 28, 2018, at 2.30 p.m., to
conduct a hearing on the following
nominations: Donald L. Palmer, of
Florida, and Benjamin Hovland, of
Maryland, both to be a Member of the
Election Assistance Commission.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

The Special Committee on Aging is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, November
28, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing entitled “Ensuring Trust:
Strengthening State Efforts to Over-
haul the Guardianship Process and
Protect Older Americans.”

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CYBERSECURITY

The Subcommittee on Cybersecurity
of the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, November
28, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a
closed hearing.

————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Marcus
Wright of my staff be given floor privi-
leges for the remainder of this Con-
gress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Ariel Caspillo,
a legislative fellow in my office, be per-
mitted floor access for the remainder
of the 115th Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PEPFAR EXTENSION ACT OF 2018

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 6651, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant bill clerk read as
follows:

A bill (H.R. 6651) to extend certain authori-
ties relating to United States efforts to com-
bat HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria
globally, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
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