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HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE NATIONAL GUARD 
YOUTH CHALLENGE PROGRAM 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Armed 
Services Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of S. Res. 424 and 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 424) honoring the 25th 

anniversary of the National Guard Youth 
Challenge Program. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, that the Baldwin amend-
ment to the preamble be considered 
and agreed to, that the preamble, as 
amended, be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 424) was 
agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 4065) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: To amend the preamble) 
In the seventh whereas clause of the pre-

amble, strike ‘‘10,000’’ and insert ‘‘11,000’’. 
In the eighth whereas clause of the pre-

amble, strike ‘‘40’’ and insert ‘‘39’’. 
In the ninth whereas clause of the pre-

amble, strike ‘‘160,000’’ and insert ‘‘165,000’’. 
In the tenth whereas clause of the pre-

amble, strike ‘‘110,000’’ and insert ‘‘116,000’’. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The Resolution, with it’s preamble, 
as amended as follows: 

S. RES. 424 

Whereas the National Guard Youth Chal-
lenge Program (referred to in this preamble 
as the ‘‘Youth Challenge Program’’) is cele-
brating 25 years of providing successful and 
free alternative education and structured 
discipline to at-risk youth between the ages 
of 16 and 18; 

Whereas the Youth Challenge Program was 
born from the visionary concept of using a 
‘‘whole person’’ intervention model to com-
bat the effects of gangs, violence, high rates 
of school dropout, and drug abuse on a gen-
eration of youth; 

Whereas the Youth Challenge Program is a 
federally and State-funded program that of-
fers a unique opportunity for at-risk youth 
to change course at a critical time in life; 

Whereas the multiphased Youth Challenge 
Program uses quasi-military discipline and 
training, coupled with educational instruc-
tion, learning, and mentorship, to promote 
the character development and resilience of 
at-risk youth; 

Whereas one phase of the Youth Challenge 
Program is a 5-month residential program 
that focuses on the following 8 core compo-
nents: life-coping skills, leadership and 
followership, service to community, job 
skills, academic excellence, responsible citi-
zenship, health and hygiene, and physical fit-
ness; 

Whereas another phase of the Youth Chal-
lenge Program is a 12-month mentoring 

phase that builds on the 8 core components 
to help shape youth into productive citizens 
ready for societal success; 

Whereas the Youth Challenge Program of-
fers more than 11,000 cadets annually an op-
portunity to succeed outside of a traditional 
high school environment; 

Whereas there are currently 39 Youth Chal-
lenge programs operating in 28 States, Puer-
to Rico, and the District of Columbia; 

Whereas more than 165,000 cadets have 
graduated from the Youth Challenge Pro-
gram; 

Whereas more than 116,000 academic cre-
dentials have been awarded under the Youth 
Challenge Program; and 

Whereas graduates of the Youth Challenge 
Program have improved physically and men-
tally and are poised to become assets to the 
communities of the graduates and to the 
United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes that the National Guard 

Youth Challenge Program has been success-
fully helping at-risk youth for 25 years; 

(2) commends the accomplishments of all 
of the graduates of the National Guard 
Youth Challenge Program; and 

(3) reaffirms the commitment of the Sen-
ate to support— 

(A) the National Guard Youth Challenge 
Program; and 

(B) the critical mission of the National 
Guard Youth Challenge Program to help and 
develop the character of at-risk youth in the 
United States. 
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75TH ANNIVERSARY OF WORLD 
WAR II COMMEMORATION ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 3661, introduced earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3661) to provide for a program of 

the Department of Defense to commemorate 
the 75th anniversary of World War II. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be considered read 
a third time and passed and that the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 3661) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 3661 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘75th Anni-
versary of World War II Commemoration 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PROGRAM TO COMMEMORATE 75TH ANNI-

VERSARY OF WORLD WAR II. 
(a) COMMEMORATIVE PROGRAM AUTHOR-

IZED.—The Secretary of Defense shall con-
duct a program to commemorate the 75th an-
niversary of World War II. In conducting the 
commemorative program, the Secretary 
shall support and facilitate other programs 
and activities of the Federal Government, 
State and local governments, and not-for- 
profit organizations in commemoration of 
the 75th anniversary of World War II. The 

Secretary shall conduct the commemorative 
program in accordance with applicable De-
partment of Defense policy and using re-
sources available to the Secretary, including 
amounts in the Fund under subsection (d). 

(b) COMMEMORATIVE ACTIVITIES AND OBJEC-
TIVES.—The commemorative program may 
include activities and ceremonies to achieve 
the following objectives: 

(1) To thank and honor veterans of World 
War II, including personnel who were held as 
prisoners of war or listed as missing in ac-
tion, for their service and sacrifice on behalf 
of the United States and to thank and honor 
the families of these veterans. 

(2) To educate the public about the history 
of World War II and highlight the service of 
the Armed Forces during World War II and 
the contributions of Federal agencies and 
governmental and nongovernmental organi-
zations that served with, or in support of, 
the Armed Forces. 

(3) To pay tribute to the contributions 
made on the home front by the people of the 
United States during World War II. 

(4) To recognize the contributions and sac-
rifices made by the allies of the United 
States during World War II. 

(5) To remember the Holocaust, the annihi-
lation of 6,000,000 Jews by the Nazi regime, 
and to pay tribute to the Allied troops who 
liberated Nazi concentration camps during 
World War II. 

(c) NAMES AND SYMBOLS.—The Secretary of 
Defense shall have the sole and exclusive 
right to use the name ‘‘The United States of 
America 75th Anniversary of World War II 
Commemoration’’, and such seal, emblems, 
and badges incorporating such name as the 
Secretary may lawfully adopt. Nothing in 
this section may be construed to supersede 
rights that are established or vested before 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(d) COMMEMORATIVE FUND.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT AND ADMINISTRATION.— 

Upon the Secretary establishing the com-
memorative program under subsection (a), 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall establish 
in the Treasury of the United States an ac-
count to be known as the ‘‘Department of 
Defense World War II Commemoration 
Fund’’ (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Fund’’). The Fund shall be administered by 
the Secretary of Defense. 

(2) USE OF FUND.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall use the assets of the Fund only for the 
purpose of conducting the commemorative 
program and providing grants to State and 
local governments and not-for-profit organi-
zations for commemorative activities, and 
shall prescribe such regulations regarding 
the use of the Fund as the Secretary con-
siders to be necessary. 

(3) DEPOSITS.—The following shall be de-
posited into the Fund: 

(A) Amounts appropriated to the Fund. 
(B) Proceeds derived from the Secretary’s 

use of the exclusive rights described in sub-
section (c). 

(C) Donations made in support of the com-
memorative program by private and cor-
porate donors. 

(D) Funds transferred to the Fund by the 
Secretary from funds appropriated for fiscal 
year 2019 and subsequent years for the De-
partment of Defense. 

(4) AVAILABILITY.—Subject to subsection 
(g)(2), amounts deposited under paragraph (3) 
shall constitute the assets of the Fund and 
remain available until expended. 

(5) BUDGET REQUEST.—The Secretary of De-
fense may establish a separate budget line 
for the commemorative program. In the 
budget justification materials submitted by 
the Secretary in support of the budget of the 
President for any fiscal year for which the 
Secretary establishes the separate budget 
line, the Secretary shall— 
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(A) identify and explain any amounts ex-

pended for the commemorative program in 
the fiscal year preceding the budget request; 

(B) identify and explain the amounts being 
requested to support the commemorative 
program for the fiscal year of the budget re-
quest; and 

(C) present a summary of the fiscal status 
of the Fund. 

(e) ACCEPTANCE OF VOLUNTARY SERVICES.— 
(1) AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT SERVICES.—Not-

withstanding section 1342 of title 31, United 
States Code, the Secretary of Defense may 
accept from any person voluntary services to 
be provided in furtherance of the commemo-
rative program. The Secretary of Defense 
shall prohibit the solicitation of any vol-
untary services if the nature or cir-
cumstances of such solicitation would com-
promise the integrity or the appearance of 
integrity of any program of the Department 
of Defense or of any individual involved in 
the program. 

(2) REIMBURSEMENT OF INCIDENTAL EX-
PENSES.—The Secretary may provide for re-
imbursement of incidental expenses incurred 
by a person providing voluntary services 
under this subsection. The Secretary shall 
determine which expenses are eligible for re-
imbursement under this paragraph. 

(f) CONSULTATION WITH DIRECTOR OF THE 
UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MU-
SEUM.—In designing the commemorative pro-
gram conducted under this section, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall consult with the Di-
rector of the United States Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum. 

(g) FINAL REPORT.— 
(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 60 

days after the end of the commemorative 
program established by the Secretary of De-
fense under subsection (a), the Secretary 
shall submit to Congress a report containing 
an accounting of— 

(A) all of the funds deposited into and ex-
pended from the Fund; 

(B) any other funds expended under this 
section; and 

(C) any unobligated funds remaining in the 
Fund. 

(2) TREATMENT OF UNOBLIGATED FUNDS.— 
Unobligated amounts remaining in the Fund 
as of the end of the commemorative period 
shall be held in the Fund until transferred by 
law. 

(h) LIMITATION ON EXPENDITURES.—Total 
expenditures from the Fund, using amounts 
appropriated to the Department of Defense, 
may not exceed $5,000,000 for fiscal year 2019 
or for any subsequent fiscal year to carry out 
the commemorative program. 

(i) SUNSET.— 
(1) COMMEMORATIVE PROGRAM.—The com-

memorative program shall terminate on De-
cember 31, 2021. 

(2) FUND.—The Fund shall terminate 60 
days after the termination of the commemo-
rative program. 
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NICARAGUAN INVESTMENT CONDI-
TIONALITY ACT (NICA) OF 2017 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
H.R. 1918 and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1918) to oppose loans at inter-

national financial institutions for the Gov-
ernment of Nicaragua unless the Govern-
ment of Nicaragua is taking effective steps 
to hold free, fair, and transparent elections, 
and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Menendez substitute 
amendment at the desk be agreed to 
and that the bill, as amended, be read 
a third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 4066) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Nicaragua Human Rights and 
Anticorruption Act of 2018’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Sense of Congress on advancing a ne-

gotiated solution to 
Nicaragua’s crisis. 

Sec. 3. Statement of policy. 
Sec. 4. Restrictions on international finan-

cial institutions relating to 
Nicaragua. 

Sec. 5. Imposition of targeted sanctions with 
respect to Nicaragua. 

Sec. 6. Annual certification and waiver. 
Sec. 7. Report on human rights violations 

and corruption in Nicaragua. 
Sec. 8. Civil society engagement strategy. 
Sec. 9. Reform of Western Hemisphere Drug 

Policy Commission. 
Sec. 10. Termination. 
Sec. 11. Definitions. 
SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON ADVANCING A 

NEGOTIATED SOLUTION TO 
NICARAGUA’S CRISIS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) credible negotiations between the Gov-

ernment of Nicaragua and representatives of 
Nicaragua’s civil society, student movement, 
private sector, and political opposition, me-
diated by the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, 
represent the best opportunity to reach a 
peaceful solution to the current political cri-
sis that includes— 

(A) a commitment to hold early elections 
that meet democratic standards and permit 
credible international electoral observation; 

(B) the cessation of the violence per-
petrated against civilians by the National 
Police of Nicaragua and by armed groups 
supported by the Government of Nicaragua; 
and 

(C) independent investigations into the 
killings of protesters; and 

(2) negotiations between the Government 
of Nicaragua and representatives of 
Nicaragua’s civil society, student movement, 
private sector, and political opposition, me-
diated by the Catholic Church in Nicaragua, 
have not resulted in an agreement as of the 
date of the enactment of this Act because 
the Government of Nicaragua has failed to 
credibly participate in the process. 
SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It is the policy of the United States to sup-
port— 

(1) the rule of law and an independent judi-
ciary and electoral council in Nicaragua; 

(2) democratic governance in Nicaragua; 
(3) free and fair elections overseen by cred-

ible domestic and international observers in 
Nicaragua; and 

(4) anti-corruption and transparency ef-
forts in Nicaragua. 
SEC. 4. RESTRICTIONS ON INTERNATIONAL FI-

NANCIAL INSTITUTIONS RELATING 
TO NICARAGUA. 

(a) RESTRICTIONS.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall— 

(1) instruct the United States Executive 
Director at each international financial in-
stitution of the World Bank Group to use the 
voice, vote, and influence of the United 
States to oppose the extension by the Inter-
national Finance Corporation of any loan or 
financial or technical assistance to the Gov-
ernment of Nicaragua for a project in Nica-
ragua; 

(2) instruct the United States Executive 
Director of the Inter-American Development 
Bank to use the voice, vote, and influence of 
the United States to oppose the extension by 
the Bank of any loan or financial or tech-
nical assistance to the Government of Nica-
ragua for a project in Nicaragua; and 

(3) instruct the United States Executive 
Director of each other international finan-
cial institution, including the International 
Monetary Fund, to work with other key 
donor countries to develop a coherent policy 
approach to future engagements with and 
lending to the Government of Nicaragua, in 
a manner that will advance human rights, 
including the full restoration of the rights 
guaranteed to the people of Nicaragua 
through the commitments made by the Gov-
ernment of Nicaragua as a signatory of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS FOR BASIC HUMAN NEEDS 
AND DEMOCRACY PROMOTION.—The restric-
tions under paragraphs (1) and (2) of sub-
section (a) shall not apply with respect to 
any loan or financial or technical assistance 
provided to address basic human needs or to 
promote democracy in Nicaragua. 

(c) BRIEFING BY THE SECRETARY OF THE 
TREASURY.—Not later than 180 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury shall brief the appropriate congressional 
committees on the effectiveness of inter-
national financial institutions in enforcing 
applicable program safeguards in Nicaragua. 
SEC. 5. IMPOSITION OF TARGETED SANCTIONS 

WITH RESPECT TO NICARAGUA. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall im-

pose the sanctions described in subsection (c) 
with respect to any foreign person, including 
any current or former official of the Govern-
ment of Nicaragua or any person acting on 
behalf of that Government, that the Presi-
dent determines— 

(1) to be responsible for or complicit in, or 
responsible for ordering, controlling, or oth-
erwise directing, or to have knowingly par-
ticipated in, directly or indirectly, any ac-
tivity described in subsection (b); 

(2) to be a leader of— 
(A) an entity that has, or whose members 

have, engaged in any activity described in 
subsection (b); or 

(B) an entity whose property and interests 
in property are blocked under subsection 
(c)(1)(A) as a result of activities related to 
the tenure of the leader; 

(3) to have knowingly materially assisted, 
sponsored, or provided financial, material, or 
technological support for, or goods or serv-
ices in support of— 

(A) an activity described in subsection (b); 
or 

(B) a person whose property and interests 
in property are blocked under subsection 
(c)(1)(A); or 

(4) to be owned or controlled by, or to have 
knowingly acted or purported to act for or 
on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any per-
son whose property and interests in property 
are blocked under subsection (c)(1)(A). 

(b) ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED.—An activity de-
scribed in this subsection is any of the fol-
lowing in or in relation to Nicaragua on or 
after April 18, 2018: 

(1) Significant acts of violence or conduct 
that constitutes a serious abuse or violation 
of human rights against persons associated 
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