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want to focus on the nomination of one
of the worst of the worst: Thomas Farr,
Trump’s nominee to serve on the Fed-
eral District Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict of North Carolina.

Thomas Farr has made his name as
the go-to lawyer for the rich and pow-
erful. When the rental car company
Avis and its franchisee were sued for
discriminating against African-Amer-
ican customers, Farr defended the
franchisee. When Pfizer was sued for
sex discrimination and creating a hos-
tile work environment, Farr was there
once again representing the company.

Today, just a few weeks after mil-
lions of Americans went to the polls to
exercise the basic right at the core of
our democracy, I want to focus on one
of the most pressing reasons my col-
leagues should vote against the Farr
nomination. His nomination will only
deepen a plague of voter suppression
aimed at stripping Americans—par-
ticularly people of color and
marginalized groups—from exercising
their lawful right to vote.

Voter suppression is front and center
on Farr’s resume, including his work
for Jesse Helms, the former U.S. Sen-
ator and shameless bigot. Farr worked
as Helms’ campaign lawyer while
Helms led some of the most blatantly
racist political campaigns in modern
history. For example, to decrease
Black turnout, Helms’ Senate cam-
paign mailed postcards to 125,000 voters
in predominantly Black precincts,
falsely claiming they could be found
ineligible to vote based on specific cri-
teria involving their location and
length of residence and warning that
they could face criminal penalties if
they voted.

That is just the beginning. In recent
years, Farr represented the North
Carolina Legislature in a case chal-
lenging a discriminatory voting bill
that, according to one Federal appeals
court, targeted African Americans with
““almost surgical precision.” The legis-
lature conducted research into voting
practices that helped increase turnout
among African-American voters and
then wrote a bill that essentially elimi-
nated each of those practices. Farr was
there to defend the legislature when
faith groups, civil rights groups, and
the Obama administration’s Justice
Department challenged the discrimina-
tory law. The law was ultimately found
unconstitutional by the Federal ap-
peals court and was not reinstated by
the Supreme Court. Later, when North
Carolina redrew its district lines in
ways that discriminated against Afri-
can Americans, Farr was there once
again to defend the legislature.

Thomas Farr’s nomination is par-
ticularly troubling given the blizzard
of efforts in recent years aimed at stop-
ping Americans from casting their
votes. State after State has passed re-
strictive voter ID laws, purged voting
rolls, limited opportunities to register,
and erected other barriers to the demo-
cratic process.

We saw voter suppression rear its
head during this year’s midterm elec-
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tions, perhaps most vividly in the
State of Georgia. Democratic guber-
natorial candidate Stacey Abrams ran
a grassroots campaign that sought to
lift up Georgians from all backgrounds
and to lead a record turnout vote
among African Americans, LGBTQ in-
dividuals, and young people, but her
opponent, Georgia’s Secretary of State
Brian Kemp, not only refused to recuse
himself from overseeing the same elec-
tion that he happened to be running in,
but he openly used the power of his of-
fice to suppress voters, especially in
communities of color.

In North Dakota, the Republican-
controlled legislature passed a voter ID
law that required prospective voters to
present an ID with an address, but not
just any ID with an address, one that
contained a residential street address.
Now, this law disproportionately dis-
advantaged voters in Native American
communities, which sometimes use
post office addresses or other kinds of
residential addresses, rather than resi-
dential street addresses.

What we saw in Georgia and North
Dakota was egregious, but it was by no
means new. According to the Brennan
Center for Justice, since 2010, 24 States,
most of which are under Republican
control, have implemented measures to
make it harder for American citizens
to vote.

The Republican Party and President
Trump are leading this effort with a
bull’s-eye on Americans who may not
be inclined to vote for them. After the
2016 election, Trump falsely claimed
that millions of people voted illegally,
and months after taking office, he es-
tablished a sham voter fraud commis-
sion. Trump’s Justice Department has
been in lockstep, reversing its position
in a case challenging Texas’ discrimi-
natory voter ID laws, requesting that
States turn over voter roll information
in an apparent move to purge voter
rolls, and filing a brief in an Ohio case
arguing that it should be easier for
States to purge voters from voter rolls.

Republicans know that every time
they try to lock voters out of the
Democratic process, they are going to
get challenged in court, but they have
a plan for that. They have been work-
ing at breakneck speed to stack Fed-
eral courts with a cadre of conservative
Federal judges whose records show that
they have no intention of protecting
democracy. Why? Because the fight for
our democracy is a fight over who gov-
ernment works for. Does it work for
the rich and powerful or does it work
for all of us?

Putting Thomas Farr on the bench is
a way for politicians to wall off access
to the democratic process so they can
keep on working for billionaires and
giant corporations. The Eastern Dis-
trict of North Carolina, the district in
which Farr has been nominated to
serve, is 27 percent African American.
Yet the Federal court has not had an
African-American judge—not one, not
ever.

President Obama attempted to
change that by nominating two impres-

November 27, 2018

sive African-American women to serve
as judges in that district, individuals
dedicated to ensuring that every Amer-
ican had an equal opportunity to de-
mocracy, but Republican Senators re-
fused to allow their nominations to
move forward. Now Republicans want
to hand that seat to a man who has
made it his job to make it harder for
North Carolinians to exercise the right
to vote.

The literacy tests, poll taxes, and
grandfather clauses of the Jim Crow
era may be of a bygone era, but today,
Americans—and particularly Ameri-
cans of color—face new, steep barriers
to the ballot box. Farr has made it his
job to ensure that those barriers re-
main in place.

If we truly believe that our court
should defend equal justice under law,
then every Member of this Chamber
must vote no on Thomas Farr.

SANDERS-LEE-MURPHY RESOLUTION

Mr. President, I rise today in support
of the Sanders-Lee-Murphy resolution
to stop the U.S. military’s involvement
in the Saudi Arabia-led bombing cam-
paign in Yemen. I am a cosponsor of
the resolution, and I thank the Sen-
ators for their strong leadership on
this important issue.

The resolution would direct Presi-
dent Trump to stop our involvement in
Saudi-led military operations in
Yemen unless Congress provides spe-
cific authorization. It would allow our
counterterrorism operations against
al-Qaida and its affiliates to continue,
but it would ensure that the United
States is not giving the Saudis a blank
check.

For over 3 years, Saudi-led coalition
warplanes—refueled and armed with
missiles by the United States—have
been bombing Yemeni territory to
counter Iranian-backed militias. Thou-
sands of Yemeni civilians have been
killed as a direct result of this dan-
gerous proxy war between Saudi Arabia
and Iran, but when I asked the general
who leads our forces in the Middle East
about it earlier this year at an Armed
Services hearing, he said we weren’t
even keeping track of where those
U.S.-armed and U.S.-refueled planes
were going, and he couldn’t tell me
what they hit when they got there.

I am glad the Trump administration
has finally come to its senses and halt-
ed its refueling support to the Saudi-
led coalition, but this is too little, too
late. It is too late to save as many as
85,000 Yemeni boys and girls under the
age of 5 who have already starved to
death, and it is too little to save the
countless children and families who are
currently starving as famine spreads
throughout Yemen.

Instead of taking decisive action to
address this humanitarian crisis, the
United States continues to sell weap-
ons and provide other support to the
Saudi-led coalition. The administra-
tion continues to cover for Saudi ac-
tions, the most recent in a rambling,
incoherent, shameful statement from
the President himself.
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I know that Iran’s actions in Yemen
are destabilizing. Iran is making the
conflict worse, and that is unaccept-
able. But let’s be clear. Saudi Arabia is
the one receiving American weapons
and support. The ugly truth is that the
United States is complicit in the
deaths and devastation in Yemen, and
we need to hold our partners and our
allies accountable. We need to end U.S.
support for this war, and we need to
end it now.

Remember who we are dealing with
here. The CIA has reportedly confirmed
the clear involvement of senior Saudi
officials—up to and including Crown
Prince Muhammad bin Salman—in the
horrifying brutal murder of Saudi jour-
nalist and U.S. resident Jamal
Khashoggi last month. That tells us ev-
erything we need to know about this
so-called ally.

It is long overdue for Congress to
take real action to help put a stop to
the humanitarian crisis in Yemen. I
will vote against any additional arms
sales to the Saudis while the war in
Yemen continues.

I will stand with my colleagues in
both parties as they press for account-
ability in Jamal Khashoggi’s death.

I will vote for the Sanders-Lee-Mur-
phy resolution today, and I urge my
colleagues to do the same.

The Yemeni people are suffering, but
we can do something about it. It is
time for Congress to grow a backbone
and act.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REMEMBERING JIM HANSEN

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, earlier this
month, Utah lost one of our very fin-
est—former Congressman Jim Hansen,
a great leader, an amazing husband and
father, and a fantastic, loyal friend.

It is my privilege to honor his life
today. Jim’s first and most important
rule for getting involved in politics was
“get involved because you have a
cause, and not simply because you
want a job.” In fact, his own motiva-
tion to first run for local office was
with the objective of improving the
local water system in his small town of
Farmington, UT, where the water sup-
ply was sometimes dirty and some-
times even nonexistent.

Though he had lived in Farmington,
UT, for only a few years at the time, he
was elected to the Farmington City
Council in 1961, and he oversaw the in-
stallation of a new utility system—no
small feat for that small town. That
water system allowed the community
to grow and to flourish, just as it con-
tinues to do to this very day. Thus
began Jim Hansen’s 42 years in public
service.
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After serving on the city council in
Farmington for 12 years, Jim was
elected to the Utah House of Rep-
resentatives in 1973. He worked hard
and eventually rose to the position of
speaker of the house during his final
term. It was then that Jim launched
his congressional bid for Utah’s 1st
Congressional District, defeating five-
term incumbent Gunn McKay in 1980.
He got right to work in representing
the citizens of Utah—this time at the
Federal level. Among his proudest ac-
complishments were serving on the
Base Realignment and Closure Com-
mission and on the House’s Natural Re-
sources Committee. Jim took great
pride in helping save Hill Air Force
Base, in Northern Utah, from closure.
Whenever he would hear a jet roaring
overhead at a decibel level loud enough
to break the windows, he would tell his
children, predictably: That is just the
sound of freedom. You are lucky to
hear and live under that sound every
day.

A great lover of the outdoors, so too
was he proud of saving the environ-
ment from environmentalists, as he
would say. Jim often sparred with envi-
ronmentalists about wilderness issues
and championed multiple-use policies
for public lands, although he was also a
sponsor of the 1984 Utah Wilderness
Act, which designated wilderness in
U.S. forest areas.

Ever a staunch Republican and al-
ways a man of humor, Jim Hansen de-
lighted in reciting his own version of
Proverbs 22:6. He would say: ‘“‘Train up
a child in the way he should go, and
when he is old, he will vote Repub-
lican.” Yet Jim was always known for
being able to work across the aisle and
was well respected by his Democratic
colleagues. He served as the chairman
of the House HEthics Committee during
a partisan crisis among House Members
over the investigation into former
Speaker Newt Gingrich. Both parties,
at the time, trusted him to handle any
investigations fairly and impartially.

For 22 years, he tirelessly served the
First District of Utah in the U.S. House
of Representatives, becoming Utah’s
longest serving Congressman. After he
announced his retirement in 2002—still
at the top of his game—he said in an
interview that he wanted to leave be-
hind a legacy of hard work. Indeed, Jim
Hansen did.

Not only was Jim hard-working, but
he was also immensely generous. He
did not keep his success for himself but
for years offered mentorship to anyone
who sought to navigate the political
waters.

I myself was lucky enough to call
Jim a mentor and a friend. When I first
considered running for the Senate in
2010, he met with me at length and
gave me a whole lot of very helpful ad-
vice and encouragement. Even though I
was a newcomer with very little chance
of success, he couldn’t have been more
generous with his time, with his wis-
dom, or with his words of support.
When I announced my candidacy, he
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stood by me and offered his full en-
dorsement. So many others were also
blessed by Jim’s friendship and his loy-
alty.

A lesser known story that illustrates
the quality of Jim’s character involves
his longtime friend Norm Bangerter,
with whom he served in the State legis-
lature. In 1978, both men had their
sights set on the house speaker’s post.
They didn’t want to run against each
other, so they made a deal that Norm
would step aside so long as Jim agreed
to step aside in the future if they were
ever interested in running for the same
position again.

Jim hoped to become Governor of
Utah. In the 1980s, after Jim had been
serving in the House of Representatives
for a few years, there was an opening
for a Republican to take back the gov-
ernorship, and everyone expected Jim
to make a play for it, except that Norm
wanted to run. So what did Jim do?
Well, he stepped aside and allowed his
friend to run for and to eventually win
that position—a position that Norm
Bangerter then held for 8 years. That
was the caliber of Jim Hansen’s char-
acter. He was a man of humility and
integrity, who honored his word and al-
ways put others before himself.

I would be remiss if I didn’t also men-
tion Jim’s piety in the truest, purest
sense of that word. In addition to hav-
ing a deep loyalty to his country and
to his State, he had a deep loyalty to
his family and his church. Jim married
Ann Burgoyne in 1958, which he consid-
ered wisely to be the smartest choice
he ever made. Their family grew to in-
clude 5 children and eventually 14
grandchildren and 1 great-grandchild.

Grandpa Jim was the center of their
family, and his love for them animated
so much of his life. His grandchildren
fondly remember his jokes, stories, and
genuine, unmistakable zest for life. His
granddaughter Anna recounted that on
Jim’s 80th birthday, when he insisted
on going water-skiing, he had waded
into the lake while wearing his slacks
and socks, with his grandchildren
sloshing behind him, to fish out the
ChapStick tubes and Tic Tac packs
that were floating out of his pockets.
That, of course, was Jim Hansen—full
of life and spirit until the very end.

Before his involvement in politics
and after he served in the Navy during
the Korean war, Jim went on a mission
for the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints for 2 years. He also
served as the bishop of the Farmington
2nd Ward and as the president of the
Davis Stake. One of his jobs as bishop
was to supervise the Farmington South
Stake Center, which is where loved
ones and dignitaries gathered to honor
his life just this past week.

It is only fitting that we pay tribute
to this honorable man, who so faith-
fully and nobly served God, family, and
country throughout his entire life. Jim
Hansen will be sorely missed by his
family, friends, Utahns, and all those
whose lives were touched and changed
for the better by him. I have no doubt
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