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memorial sculpture for a family grieving
over the loss of their infant daughter or a 10-
foot-high granite Teddy bear for Highland
Park in Dallas, Texas. His modus operandi is
consistently professional, beginning with
drawings, moving towards a clay model, then
the final execution in stone using diamond
saws and pneumatic tools powered by air.
For the Barre City and Elementary School,
Williams chose to create a collection of free-
standing Teddy bears tumbling playfully in
one of the sculptural niches at the school.

Williams admits that the challenge of run-
ning a carving business and creating per-
sonal work is not an easy one. He’s not sure
that there is a ‘‘happy medium,” and often
feels that he is ‘‘stealing time” to make per-
sonal work. His personal work is often
carved granite and mixed media. Two pieces
that demonstrate this are ‘‘Argon,” a split
sphere, combining high polish and texture
that contains a line of blue argon gas.
“Neon,” a linear piece with a mysterious,
mask-like face, is illuminated with a center
of red. Williams loves the effect of the light
energy contrasting with the density of the
stone. Other pieces are always representa-
tional, but not figurative. The work ‘“Warm
Gun” is a tour de force of softly draped fab-
ric covering a form that reveals itself as a
gun only after close inspection.

Williams and Miller belong to a group of
sculptors who believe in collaboration. At
times, an artist is awarded a commission and
will come to Williams to create the model. If
Williams or Miller needs help on a larger
project, they may bring in one or two other
carvers. Large-scale sculpture takes a coop-
erative effort, and it is this spirit of sharing
between Williams and Miller that animates
the Ceres project. They both tell of a chance
meeting at LBJ’s store in Worcester and dis-
cussing the requirements for the Ceres sculp-
ture. It was that informal conversation that
led them to the path of creating a proposal
together to apply for the commission.

Williams was involved in the early days of
the Barre Sculptors and Artisans Guild, a
loose affiliation of Barre carvers who were
also creating their own personal sculpture.
What began as a Friday afternoon gathering
to drink beer together at Gaylord’s studio
blossomed into a group that showed their
work together. Their first show filled Wil-
liams’ studio in 1986. Some of those carvers
still participate in the annual Stone Show at
Studio Place arts.

Williams also participated in the Bur-
lington International Sculpture Symposium
organized by University of Vermont pro-
fessor and sculptor Paul Aschenbach. The in-
tense six-week symposium resulted in a park
on the site of the Moran Municipal Genera-
tion Station, which endured for 23 years.
Local sculptors worked with sculptors from
Japan, Germany, Czechoslovakia, Scotland,
the Netherlands and Romania to create a
people-friendly environment that has been
temporarily dismantled and hopefully awaits
a second installation in Burlington’s rede-
signed waterfront area.

Sue Higby, director of Barre’s Studio Place
Arts (SPA), has supported the personal work
of Barre carvers by hosting the annual Stone
Show at SPA. She has also been a key mover
in the execution of public projects in Barre,
including developing and securing funding
for the Stone Sculpture Legacy Program,
which was supported initially by the Charles
Semprebon Fund. It was Higby who ap-
proached Miller with the idea of creating a
site-specific piece in a narrow space between
Studio Place Arts and Barre City Place. The
resulting ‘“‘Unzipping the Earth,” simulta-
neously a sculpture and a garden, was de-
signed and executed by Miller, and won the
2014 American Society of Landscape Archi-
tects Merit Award for Public Places.
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Both Miller and Williams are outstanding
examples of the creativity and perseverance
that marks sculptors who carve stone or
wood. In dealing with an obdurate material,
one has to have an eternally flexible atti-
tude—a willingness to work with the stone,
not in competition with it—a willingness to
bend the carving to follow the flow of the
grain of the wood or stone.

Vermont is fortunate to count these sea-
soned professionals among the ranks of its
profuse community of artists. They are
exemplars of artists who have followed their
individual paths, and have succeeded in cre-
ating exceptional works of art in both the
public and private sphere. They have given
generously to their communities, and richly
deserve the Governor’s Award for Excellence
in the Arts.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, next
Friday marks an important deadline in
funding the Federal Government. While
we have been effective in passing ap-
propriations bills that have funded 75
percent or so of the government, there
is still a small but important portion
left to be negotiated before we break
for Christmas.

Part of the debate will be how we go
about securing our border, especially
as recently, several large caravans of
men, women, and children have left
their homes in Central America and
made the long, dangerous trek to the
United States via Mexico. The truth is
that the caravans occur on a daily
basis. Of course, most of that hadn’t
penetrated the consciousness of the
American people because it took thou-
sands of people en masse, in a big cara-
van, to actually get their attention and
get the attention particularly of the
President of the United States.

I bet it would surprise most Senators
and most Members of the House to
know that in 2017 alone, there were
396,000 people detained at our southern
border—almost 400,000 people. These
caravans, whether they are the large,
massive caravans like we see in Ti-
juana or the minicaravans that occur
daily in places like the McAllen sector
for the Border Patrol—this is a big and
important issue. But funding is only
one piece of the puzzle when it comes
to border security and the migrant cri-
sis.

I would like to say that I was encour-
aged by a story that I saw in the Wash-
ington Post dated November 24 entitled
“Deal with Mexico paves way for asy-
lum overhaul at U.S. border.”” This ar-
ticle goes on to talk about a policy of
“Remain in Mexico,”” where the Mexi-
can Government has actually provided
work permits and offered asylum to
Central Americans transiting Mexico.
Some of them have taken the Govern-
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ment of Mexico up on those, but many
of them want to come to the United
States, understandably, and the prob-
lem is how to deal with these large
numbers of asylum seekers. This devel-
opment, if it proved to be accurate, I
think represents an impressive change
in policy on the part of the Govern-
ment of Mexico in a very constructive
sort of way.

I want to congratulate Secretary
Nielsen, the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, Secretary Pompeo, and the en-
tire Trump administration for under-
taking this delicate and difficult nego-
tiation because this really represents a
sea change in the way the Government
of Mexico regards the migrant crisis. In
other words, it is not just our problem.
They themselves regard it as part of
the solution to this challenge.

But the truth is, we can’t look at this
issue like we are looking through a
soda straw. I had reporters yesterday
ask me ‘“Well, what about what is hap-
pening at the bridge in Tijuana,” as if
that were the whole story. We can’t
narrowly focus on just one part and
refuse to see the full picture, and that
is what I want to talk about here brief-
ly.

We won’t secure our borders and we
won’t solve the migrant crisis or im-
prove our asylum system by simplis-
tically looking at the problem. We
need to look at this as symptoms of a
far more serious problem. This is espe-
cially true as the issue of migrants il-
legally crossing our borders is not new.
It has been happening for a long time.
It is only recently that there has been
no new net migration from Mexico be-
cause of improved economic conditions
there, and we have seen the flood of
people coming up from noncontiguous
countries, like those in Central Amer-
ica. But of course it started with the
softening of our borders and the dis-
regard of our Nation’s immigration
laws, and it has continued with the rise
of crime and corruption across coun-
tries in Central America.

We need to secure our borders, to be
sure. You would not think that would
be a controversial statement, but ap-
parently some of our colleagues view
our efforts to secure our borders with
ridicule. They act as though this is not
a problem, that this is something all
about the midterm elections. Well, the
midterm elections have passed, the
problem persists, and we need to do
something about it.

We do need to partner with Mexico,
as I mentioned a moment ago, but also
the Central American governments to
fight against the cartels and the gangs
who are terrorizing these countries and
affecting ours in such a negative way,
in a way that will help address this mi-
grant crisis that we are seeing symp-
toms of at the ports of entry in Ti-
juana, for example.

In Tijuana, about 5,000 immigrants
made their way there, and more are on
their way. The truth is, every time
someone successfully penetrates our
border by exploiting gaps in our immi-
gration law or by illegally entering the
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United States, it is an encouragement
for more people to do exactly the same.
Anybody who thinks that a caravan of
5,000 migrants coming from Central
America is the last caravan that will
attempt to penetrate our borders is en-
gaged in a flight of fantasy because
human nature ought to tell us that if it
is successful, there are going to be
more right behind them. We need to
deal with this. We need to deal with
the crisis that the Tijuana mayor has
called a humanitarian crisis. That re-
minds me of what President Obama
called the crisis of unaccompanied mi-
nors coming from Central America a
few years ago when he was President;
he called it a humanitarian crisis as
well. We need to work together to try
to solve it.

We know that this group of migrants
isn’t entirely made up of innocent asy-
lum seekers fleeing poverty or violence
in their home countries. The truth is,
we haven’t really been able to vet the
people in the caravan. And that, of
course, is one of the goals of our legal
immigration system—being able to
look at people as individuals and deter-
mine: Do you have a criminal record?
Have you been deported previously for
illegally entering the United States? It
is true—I am confident that this mass
of people does include people like
criminals and other migrants who in-
tend to exploit gaps in our immigra-
tion laws and some who have already
been deported one or more times from
the United States for violating our im-
migration laws.

I believe the United States is the
most generous country in the world
when it comes to legal immigration.
We naturalize almost a million people
a year, and we are the better for it. We
have always considered ourselves to be
a nation of immigrants but not uncon-
trolled illegal immigration. That is a
recipe for chaos and danger. We have
always been a nation that believed in
some order, and the rule of law was im-
portant when it came to naturalizing
people and becoming part of the great
American family. We have always pro-
vided refuge to those who fled their
countries based on persecution because
of their religion or their race or their
political orientation or their nation-
ality or because they belong to a par-
ticular group. We expect those who
enter our country to respect our sov-
ereignty and the rules and laws of the
U.S. Government. There is a process
for coming into the country legally,
and that is the process that should be
followed here.

I might say that when a mob of mi-
grants tries to break through the bor-
der barriers in Tijuana, it is fundamen-
tally—in addition to everything else I
said—unfair to the people who stood in
line and tried to enter the country le-
gally and waited their turn for them to
break to the head of the line and try to
enter by force.

Unfortunately, there are organiza-
tions that exploit our generosity and
use our borders as a transit corridor for
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all sorts of illegal activity, including
drugs and human trafficking. Believe
me, if you look at the trial that is oc-
curring in Manhattan today, El Chapo,
you can learn a little bit about the
complex, big, lucrative business that
being head of a drug cartel entails.

Unfortunately, transnational crimi-
nal organizations—another word for
cartels—have overrun some of the le-
gitimate governments in Central
America, and it is no wonder that peo-
ple are fleeing. Therein lies the root of
the current problem. The cartels and
the gangs have figured out that it is
quite lucrative to traffic migrants to
the United States. Based on what I
have read, maybe $6,000 to $8,000 is paid
to a drug cartel—one of these
transnational criminal organizations—
to transport a person from Central
America to the United States. That is
a pretty good, lucrative business. Un-
fortunately, it is illegal and dangerous
too.

This is exactly the same business
model that is used to transport drugs
into the United States. Last year, ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, 72,000 Americans died of drug
overdoses in the United States. About
50,000 of those were opioid-related.
Some of those were fentanyl, a syn-
thetic opioid. Some of those were pre-
scription opioids. But a significant por-
tion of those were heroin, and 90 per-
cent of the heroin that makes its way
into the United States comes from
Mexico.

This is the dirty business of the car-
tels, these transnational criminal orga-
nizations—trafficking migrants and
children and women for sex and illegal
drugs. They are commodity agnostic—
whatever will make them money, they
will engage in, no matter how vile, how
cruel, or how dangerous. They have no
morality whatsoever and no regard for
life at all. The cartels know we are a
generous country and take full advan-
tage of our gaps in border security and
immigration laws. As long as we fail to
address this issue, we are complicit in
making these cartels richer. By our
own inaction, we are facilitating their
illegal and dangerous enterprise.

This is not just a problem with immi-
gration or drugs or smuggling; it is
about all of these issues combined. It
starts with the reign of the cartels and
gangs in countries like Mexico and
countries in Central America. Gangs
like MS-13 and Barrio 18 in Central
America threaten the safety and sta-
bility of the people who live in those
countries. They fill an endless circle of
supply and demand and operate in a
vacuum of power with impunity. But
their terror does not stop at their bor-
der or our border. Like the mob we
have seen on TV, they are crashing
through borders and threatening our
border communities. They are inter-
rupting legitimate trade and commerce
through the ports of entry.

We saw that the port at San Ysidro
was shut down because it couldn’t ac-
commodate the mob of asylum seekers
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and conduct legitimate trade and traf-
fic at the same time. So it has a very
real prospect of threatening to disrupt
not only the U.S. economy and jobs but
that of our Mexican colleagues as well.
I think that is part of what has gotten
the attention of the Government of
Mexico. Their life blood is trade with
the United States. If that is prevented
because of the mobs of people coming
across, trying to break through barri-
cades and enter our country illegally,
then that threatens that life blood and
their economy.

My home State of Texas shares a
1,200-mile common border with Mexico,
and about 40 percent of my constitu-
ents are of Hispanic origin. The com-
munities along the Texas border are vi-
brant, and they rely upon the millions
of dollars of legitimate trade that
pours through our ports of entry. Texas
is home to 29 air, land, and sea ports of
entry. That is more than any other
State in the Nation. About half of the
U.S.-Mexico trade moves through a
Texas port of entry.

As the volume of commerce that
crosses our borders has tripled in the
last 256 years, Customs and Border Pro-
tection has struggled to keep up with
the staffing needs. The infrastructure
is old and is being exploited, too, par-
ticularly by drug traffickers, who move
their high-value cargo through the
ports of entry.

Texans who live and work in those
regions know they can’t afford the car-
tels’ continued exploitation of our
flawed system. So we need to look at
how we can address the thousands of
migrants who look to cross our borders
and the cartels who exploit our laws
while we still protect legitimate trade
and travel. Any solution we find must
try to strike a balance between com-
passion for the migrants and respect
for the rule of law and fundamental
fairness to those who are doing it the
right way.

I have taken, of course, numerous
trips to the border to meet with the
Border Patrol, and I have heard from
many of them on this issue. When mi-
grant caravans cross our borders, Cus-
toms and Border Protection not only
has to deal with this massive humani-
tarian crisis, but it has to ensure that
the cartels can’t take advantage of op-
portunities that have been opened up
by the fact that the Border Patrol is
now consumed with trying to process
children and families through the ports
of entry in accordance with U.S. law.
The cartels know that and take every
advantage by moving their drugs
through the ports of entry or between
the ports of entry because they know
the Border Patrol is otherwise occupied
with paperwork and other distractions.

We need to work more closely with
our allies in Mexico and Central Amer-
ica to keep commerce alive, which, as
I said, is the lifeblood of the economy.
By helping in Central America, we can
begin to address the root problems that
have forced many to flee.

At the same time, we need to secure
our borders and protect our free trade.
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As 1 said, if our ports of entry are
clogged with thousands of migrants, le-
gitimate trade comes to a standstill.
That not only hurts our economy, par-
ticularly in border communities along
the U.S.-Texas border, but also our
southern neighbor’s, Mexico.

The fact of the matter is the United
States cannot alone bear the burden of
this mass migration. We need our part-
ners in Central America and Mexico to
work with us to find solutions for these
migrants, which is another reason I
was encouraged by the article I men-
tioned in the Washington Post, which
talked about the ‘“Remain in Mexico”’
program as one way to begin to address
some piece of this migrant crisis.

My friend HENRY CUELLAR, a Member
of the House of Representatives, who
represents border communities in
South Texas, likes to say that we
should focus on pushing back our bor-
ders. I think that is right. Border secu-
rity ends at our border, but it starts in
Central America and Mexico.

This week, the incoming President of
Mexico, Lopez Obrador, will be sworn
in. T hope to be at that inauguration on
Saturday, December 1, in Mexico City.
Soon-to-be-President Obrador said he is
committed to dealing with the violence
in Mexico that has been brought about
by the cartels and gangs. I know the
United States also shares a commit-
ment to working with this new govern-
ment in helping to reduce that vio-
lence.

Our two governments should con-
tinue to work closely together because
our interests are aligned. Both of our
countries want security, and we want
the prosperity that comes from legiti-
mate trade. Both of our countries want
to see a decrease in the cartel and gang
violence. Our relationship is an impor-
tant one, and it must continue to be
nurtured and to evolve because the
gangs and the cartels surely will con-
tinue to adapt.

By partnering with governments in
Central America and Mexico, we can
help those countries in bolstering their
economies, providing security for their
people, and restoring the relationship
between their communities and law en-
forcement to one that will be built on
trust so that their people will feel safe
again in their homes.

I stand ready to work with others on
this issue, but neither I nor my Repub-
lican colleagues can do it alone. This
will take a full bipartisan effort, and it
is going to take a more serious ap-
proach than I have seen in some press
accounts in which people want to
focus, as with a soda straw, on one nar-
row aspect of the problem when it is
much more complex and much more
dangerous than that. So I would invite
all of our colleagues to join us in en-
forcing our laws and securing our bor-
ders and protecting our economy by se-
curing free and fair trade.

Those who say that by enforcing our
laws one is somehow anti-immigrant
are engaged in a slanderous lie. It is
simply not true. Immigrants who come
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to the United States legally, who have
waited patiently in line, deserve the re-
spect and deserve the reward of their
complying with the laws on the books.
Somebody who jumps to the head of
the line and violates our laws, who has
no respect for the safety and security
of our border communities, and who
wants to facilitate the business model
that the cartels have, by moving poi-
sonous drugs or migrants for employ-
ment or by trafficking children and
women for sex, has no regard for our
border communities, for the rule of
law, or for those migrants who come to
the United States legally and appro-
priately.

This is not a onetime crisis. You
can’t be against human trafficking but
for allowing migrants to be used as
human commodities and to freely enter
our country illegally. It is the same
people who are bringing them into the
country. You can’t be against the
opioid and drug addiction crisis but for
allowing the cartels to exploit our bor-
ders by exporting their poison. You
can’t sit back and say you want to help
migrants who flee their countries but
not engage in bipartisan solutions. You
simply can’t have it both ways.

I hope we will take another look at
this humanitarian crisis, as the mayor
of Tijuana is calling it and as President
Obama called it a few years ago when
we saw this flood of unaccompanied
minors coming across our borders from
Central America, and deal with it with
the seriousness and the gravity that it
deserves. I look forward to working
with my colleagues both in the House
and the Senate, as well as with the ad-
ministration and our partners in Cen-
tral America and Mexico, to find solu-
tions that address the migrant crisis
without abandoning the rule of law or
opening our borders or encouraging
others to ignore our immigration laws.

I yield the floor.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
DAINES). The Democratic leader is rec-
ognized.

GENERAL MOTORS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first, I
would like to talk about the unfortu-
nate news we heard from General Mo-
tors.

Yesterday, General Motors an-
nounced it was closing five factories
and laying off 15,000 workers. The news
is a gut punch to workers in Ohio,
Michigan, and Maryland. Our hearts go
out to them and their families. Many
of these people have labored for dec-
ades, and many in their families have
worked at GM. I know this from our
GM plants in New York. To lose your
job when you have put so much into it,
only to wake up in the morning and
say, ‘“‘my job is to make the best car
possible,” is a gut punch and worse.

We need to do more—a lot more—to
encourage investments in American
jobs, in American infrastructure, and
to bring back manufacturing. What we
don’t need is more rhetoric from the
President, who has made a whole 1ot of
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promises but who has, unfortunately,
failed to deliver for these workers.

Here is what President Trump said
last year about manufacturing jobs in
Ohio:

They’re all coming back. . . . Don’t move.
Don’t sell your house. . . . We’re going to fill
those factories up or rip them down and
build new ones.

Here is what else he said:

If T am elected, you won’t lose one plant.

. You’re going to have jobs again. You
won’t lose one plant. I promise you that.

President Trump promised people in
the campaign that we would not lose
one plant. A lot of people voted for him
for that reason. Guess where he said we
would not lose one plant. Guess where
President Trump promised the people
we would not lose one auto plant—in
Warren, MI. It is one of the plants that
is now slated to close. The words are a
painful reminder of just how bankrupt
many of President Trump’s promises
turn out to be.

Do you remember Carrier? The Presi-
dent swept into office and promised
that Carrier would stay open, thanks
to him. He had done a big rally, and 6
months later, Carrier had laid off hun-
dreds of workers in Indiana and had
moved its positions to Mexico.

This is what the President does. He
makes big, bold, impossible promises
without having much care for the re-
sults. Instead of overpromising, the
President should roll up his sleeves and
work with GM to prevent it from cut-
ting jobs.

The American taxpayer has sup-
ported GM through tough times. Last
year, the Republicans handed GM a
windfall of $150 million in its tax bill so
GM could bring back money from over-
seas. It said it would do it and employ
people. Well, it is bringing back money
from overseas, but it is not employing
people. That is what American compa-
nies are doing. GM pocketed the tax
break we gave it and is closing up shop
anyway—with nary a word from the
President until after the fact.

I see my friend from Illinois here. We
Democrats believe you don’t give tax
breaks to big companies unless they do
something for their workers—not stock
buybacks, but employ people, train
people, pay them good wages, give fam-
ily leave. The President gives cor-
porate America—wealthy, big corpora-
tions—just what they wish but does
nothing to protect workers, except to
talk a lot.

So I would ask my friends in New
York State and throughout the Mid-
west and throughout America—work-
ing families, the kind of people I came
from: When are you going to under-
stand that this man sells you a bill of
goods? that this President talks a good
game but never delivers on his prom-
ises? That is what Americans and
working Americans, in particular,
should understand about President
Trump.

The awful closings from yesterday
are terrible. They are a sad symbol of
a President who has failed the Amer-
ican working people and given them a



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-09T15:28:56-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




